proposed dropping ten days to bring it
back to March 21. The Gregorian cal-
endar was only gradually adopted-—not
until 1752 in England and its American
colonies, where even then the legal year
began on March 25—but it remains the
western world’s standard to this day.

In China, Polynesia, Babylon and
Egypt, the ancient names of the months
signified changes of the seasons and work
on the land. In the Roman calendar, how-
ever, only two of the months reflected the
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Need For Full Inquiry

Despite official attempts to hush them
up, reports that radio-active fall-out from
nuclear tests has reached serious, if not
alarming, proportions, continue to be cir-
culated. The latest report comes from
two university scientists in Colorado, fol-
lowing a series of explosions in neighbour-
ing Nevada. It says in part: “For the
first time in the history of the tests the
upsurge in radioactivity measured here,
within a matter of hours has been ap-|
preciable.” Fully aware that their state-
ment would give rise to uneasiness, the
scientists went on to say: ‘It is not our
desire to alarm the public mind needless-i
ly, but we feel it is our duty to say so.”

The Gdvernor of Colorado, whose
knowledge of the subject is limited to;
what he is told by others, immediately
called the report “phony” and suggested
that the two men should be arrested. That
opinion can, of course, be disregarded. The
reaction of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, in whose councils nuclear experts are
prominent, is another matter. When,
therefore, a Commission spokesman de-
clares that “there is no concern for the
public and the radioactivity is inconse-
quential”, the people of Nevada and Col-
orado—and indeed of the whole world—
could hardly be blamed if they were to
take all scientific opinions in this matter
with the proverbial grain of salt! and
that, as anyone can see, would make in-
evitable all sorts of ill-informed and harm-
ful speculations.

There is an even greater danger. The
Colorado scientists are not the first to
warn against the ill effects of radio-
activity; and it is significant that in each
instance the warning has come from some
expert not connected with the Atomic
Energy Commission. It would be a pity
and a real cause for alarm if the public
mind should get the impression that of-
ficials of the Commission are trying to
cover up the ill effects of nuclear ex-
plosions in order that the tests—which,
doubtless, are of great importance—should
not come under widespread suspicion and
condemnation. That seems hardly cred-
fble; but, in view of all the circumstances,
it would appear that only a full inquiry
by competent authorities, both within and
outside the official body, to be followed
by a frapk and unambiguous ruling, will
keep the public fear from being exagger-
ated beyond the bounds of reason.

Half-Forgotten Calendar

Long before Julius Caesar’s time, March |
was the first month of the year. Its,
“Calends”, first day of the month (whence
the word “calendar”), came supposedly at
the vernal equinox, now usually March 21.
But so badly did the Roman calendar fit
the seasons that only two years before
Caesar died, March was arriving in mid-
summer.

That old calendar, notes the National
Geographic Society, was based on the
moon. There were 12 lunar months—
Martius, Aprilis, Maius, Iunius, Quintilis,
Sextilis, September, October, November,
December, lanuarius, and Februarius.
They added up ‘to only 355 days. But the
seasons, then as now, took 365 1/4 days.
Thus occasionally a 13th month had to be
tnserted. It followed the 23rd day of
February which then was known as
“terminalia.” The priests of pre-Christ-

for political ends. Finally in 46 B._C.
Caesar took the advice of the Alexandrian

astronomer Sosigenes and abandoned the Lbetter; barley at 94 cents a

Junar year. To bring the months back to
their proper place, he gave the change-
over year a grand total of three extra
months. It was rightly dubbed “the year
of confusion.”

Even under the workable new Julian
calendar that went into effect on January
1, 45 B.C., the months still had Calends,
Ides, and Nones. In the longer months
of 31 days, the Ides fell on the 15th; in
others, on the 13th. The Nones occurred
on the ninth day before the Ides. Roman
dates were calculated as so many days

workings of Nature:
of opening, when buds unfold and spring
comes green in new leaves, and Maius, for
Maia, a Goddess of growth.

the city by the Tiber.

come to Sir Winston Churchill that the
great moment.

ceive this year’s
magne award for “his service in the cause
of European understanding

and political ambitions ran in different
channels, even if we discount the mani-
fest discrepancies between the 8th cen-
tury and the present time. None the less,

sonal traits and, especially, their respect- |
ive imprints on the world’s history.

encyclopaedical
lustrious King of the Franks: “He was the
foremost historical figure,
doer of things, in several centuries. He
was a large man in every way. He fought
like a lion, but it was to establish peace.
He sought power, but it was to use it
wisely and justly. He advocated educa-

comfort and plain
gance.
kindly, yet determined; industrious, yet
scholarly; large-hearted
There is not a word in any of these sent-

stone, Scottish missionary born this date,

Works, Lanarkkshire.
ed one-third of the Dark Continent, ex-
tending from the Cape
Equator, and from the Atlantic to the
Indian Ocean. *

Aprilis, the month

March, or Martius, was the month of
the God of War, Mars. By ancient tradi-
tion, it was Mars who fathered the twin
foundlings Romulus and Remus, who were
raised by a wolf and eventually founded

Charlemagne And Churchill

So many honours and awards have
bestowal of one more is not a matter of
Yet, the announcement
from Aachen, Germany, that he is to re-

international Charle-

and unity”
makes an interesting little news item. No
one would call Sir Winston the Charle-
magne of the 20th century; their lives

there is a resemblance joining their per-

Here are a few excerpts from a brief
biography of the il-

the greatest

tion, not ignorance; art, not idle luxury;
living, not extrava-
He was courageous, yet pacific;

and merciful.”

ences which could not be used with equal
warrant in a sketch of Sir Winston's life
and character.

There is a clear political resemblance,
as well. Because he was instrumental in
reviving a purely Western Empire, cen-
tered in Rome and freed from any Greek
authority, Charlemagne might be said to
have been the first architect of establish-
ed European Institutions. Without dis-
counting the work of any other states-
man of our times, it is, perhaps, not out
of place to say that Sir Winston Churchill
has done more than any other individual
to unite the free peoples in a resolution
to keep their freedom from being de-
stroyed by any aggressive power. This
suggests that he has taken the lead in
building a new and, let us hope, a better
world.

EDITORIAL NOTES

World wool production set a record
last year with an estimated total of 4,430
million pounds. This is 70 million pounds
more than 1953, and 500 million pounds
above the pre-war level.

- - L

A higher pork output and resultant
lower prices are forecast for a number of
the principal hog-producing countries this
year. In 1954, a total of 5,078,715 hogs
were slaughtered in Canada — an intrease
of 75,901 over 1953.

-

Total Canadian honey crop for 1954
was 19.9 million pounds, a drop of 25 per
cent over the previous year and the smal-
lest crop since 1926. Ontario, Quebec, and
the three prairie provinces accounted for

States will see the 1955 oat crop subsidized
at 61 cents a bushel for Grade No. 3 or
bushel for
Grade No. 2 or better; and rye at $1.18 a
bushel for Grade No. 2 or better.

- - L]

Atomic energy developments herald a
revolution in agriculture, according to the
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission. A rust-
resistant strain of oats, new ways of fight-
ing plant diseases and insects, and new
fertilizers are among recent gains. One
irradiation of tomato seedlings has been
found to produce at least one generation
of wilt-resistant plants.

L L]

No explorer has ever done so much

for African geography as David Living-

1813, in the little village of‘ Blantyre
His travels cover-

to near the
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TRANSPORTATION

Sir,—To-day, the transportation
question is engaging the attention
of not only the Department of
Transport, but the merchant, the
shipper and all who are inleresteq
in the shipment and import of
goods to and from this Province.
For short hauls, the motor truck
is the principal means o. tran:-
port, and for long hauls there is
a growing demand for heav or
trucks with a greater carrying
capacity than the ones in use at
the present time.

With the completion
Trans-Canada Highway,
paved highways and improved
secondary roads throughou. this
Province, Trans-Canada Highway
and Canso Causeway open to mot-
or traffic in our neighbouring
Province, the new ferry boat to
ply between North Sydney and
Port a Basque, Newfoundland, it
will be possible for motor trucks
to carry, and deliver if necessary,
produce and other goods destined
for points along the route, or
through to a destination in the
Sydneys .or Newfoundland, where
highways for motor trucks are in
fit condition over which to travel.

The matter of return cargo for
trucks returning to P. E. I. will be
taken up at a later date.

In order to realize the success-
ful accomplishment of this new
venture in the field of transport-
ation, it will be necessary to have
a suitable ferry boat to transport
cars and trucks from Prince Ed-
ward Island to a point on the
mainland of Nova Scotia. The de-
sign, specifications and carrying
capacity of such a boat will not
be gone into at this time; suffice
it to say that it will be a boat that
will give a satisfactory service to
the travelling public, and will fill

of the
more

a long felt want by shinie s
merchants and others interested |
in the.venture, besides being a

matter in which the Department
of Defence might be interested.
The ferry terminals are an im-
portant matter to consider. Look-
ing at it in the light of reason,
and having the unbiased opinions

of many interested parties,
Georgetown is the unanimous
choice of Port for the P. E. I

terminal, and Pictou the Nova
Scotia terminus.
I am, Sir, etc.,
C. M. FITZGERALD
Chairman of Committee on
Proposed Georgetown-Pictou
Ferry Service.

THE TEACHER PROBLEM

Sir,—Much was said during Ed-
ucation Week regarding the teach-
ers, and the question of lack of
teachers always arise and rightly.
Why is it that the younger gener-
ation do not consider the teaching
profession, or some not even a
secondary education when the
question of career arises?

Having been a 'teacher for a
considerable number of years, I

The Formosa Problem

By W. N. Ewer
United Kingdom Information Office

When Sir Anthony Eden outlin-

| ed to the House of Commons the |fact the
British Government's views as ‘“‘the |launched any attack on the

lines along which progress is to
be sought,” in what we usually
call the Formosa problem, he did
not expect that those views would
be immediately and warmly wel-
comed either in Washington or in
Peking in the Taipeh.

That was not to be expected.
And indeed, the Foreign Secretary
himself was careful to say that as
a result of his talks during the
recent tour and of the information
which has reached him from Pek-
ling, he had ‘‘come reluctantly to
the conclusion that the necessary
conditions for progress do not yet
exist."”

Sir Anthony was in a way think-
ing aloud, with hope that his
thoughts may seriously though not
publicly obtain consideration by
the “parties immediately concern-
ed.” He was throwing out ideas for
such consideration.  That and no
more. It could not be more at the
moment.

The basic fact is that sooner or
later in one way or another there
has jo be a settlement of ‘‘the
Formosa problems.” It might
come as a result of or at any rate
after armed conflict, or it might
come peacefully without any ser-
ious clash.

Secondly, it is surely obvious
that any attempt to reach a solu-
tion by arms must involve un-
speakable dangers — not only for
those directly and immediately in-
volved.

Therefore in one way or an-
other, along one line or another,
an effort must be made to find
a basis for peaceful settlement.
What is the most hopeful line of

was seeking the answer.
DUAL PROBLEM

The problem is a dual one —
short-term and long-term. The im-
mediate and urgent need is to re-
duce or remove the immediate
risks of war or of some local col-
lision which, however unintention-
ally on either side, might ‘‘touch
off’ a wider war. That would only
be a temporary relief. Real peace
requires a real settlement, but
the one is necessary before the
other is possible. There could be
no profitable negotiation unless the
present tension is first relaxed.

What can be done to relax it?
The immediate danger point is of
course the ‘*‘off-shore islands.”” A
serious Chinese Communist attack
on Formosa itself across a hun-
dred miles of notoriously stormy
sea is probably a logistical im-
possibility. It would, to have any
hope of success, require equip-
ment and preparation — and sea
and air power — comparable to
those required for the Normandy
landing of 1944. They do not exist.

But there are no such obstacles
to an attack on the Quemoy and
Matsu Islands lying, as they do,
within hot of the inland
Here, as everyone is very aware,
is the immediate danger. How can

have noticed several factors to [it be averted?
support the claims of those who | Sir Anthony Eden noted — and
might id teachi as a

career, as the neglected profes-
sion. In our present day there are
any number of distractions, such
as comic books, true story maga-
zines, theatres, hockey matches,
etc., all of which have a strong
tendency to take the child’s mind
off what he should be studying
and despite entreaties on the part
of the teacher and the lack of co-
operation on the part of the par-

other line of work, when he should
be able to take a short course
each year, if he were getting en-
ough salary, in order to improve
his chosen lot, there would be a
still greater scarcity of teachers.

A member of the local Legisla-
ture in a recent address spoke o.
the large increases in the teach-
ers’ salaries. The government
to eke out a small raise

ents, the teacher b more
or less discouraged.

now and then just to say they
haveuincteneg thxe salaries in the

The matter of suitable boarding
dation i bl also

s &

to be considered, besides the dis-
tance from larger centres, rail-
way and bus lines, suitable enter-
tainment and having to listen to
any radio program. and chatter
of children are not conducive to
teacher’s liking.

The teaching profession has
been a stepping stone to better
paying and more pleasant duties,
Many young people with only
primary education are drawing
salaries double and evem more
than the average teacher’s salary.

their seasonal employment

is over, all they have to do is lie
back and live on employmen

but they

didn’t hesitate to increase their

approach? This was the question.
to which our Foreign Secretary | ity.

it is surely important —- that in
Communists have nIot

s-
lands.

After a long de facto truce they
did start bombarding them last
August. They have made a few
minor raids. But they have re-
frained from actually attacking.

Suppose that they could be per-
suaded to continue that restraint.
Suppose that they could, in Sir
Anthony's words, ‘‘make it appar-
ent” that they would not in fact
attempt to attack Formosa. They
could not be expected to give any
fogmal assurance of this. But sup-
pose that they ‘“‘made it appar-
ent” that they do not intend to
attempt to do something which
they have not in any case the avail-
able resources to do.

DELICATE OPERATION

Suppose that on the other hand,
relieved from any apprehension
that Communist occupation of these
Islands woud be the prelude to an
attack on Formosa, the Americans
could induce the Chinese National-
ists to evacuate Quemoy and the
Matsus. If that could happen then
the danger of some almost ac-
cidental clash (wjth almost un-
predictable and disastrous possi-
bilities) would begin to disappear.

There is clearly no chance of
any formal agreement. But surely
it is not out of all question that in
someway, and without formal com-
mitment of any kind it could be
‘“made apparent’’ that this would
happen. To bring it about would
be a delicate diplomatic operation.
And delicate diplomatic operations
have become in these days mm-e}
difficult than ever. But surely it

Medically
Speaking
Uerman ‘N. Bundesen, M.D.

DON'T . GIVE YOI BABY
“HOTHOUSE” TMENT

Are you giving your baby the
“hothouse” treatment?

Are you keeping that “delicate’
little tot of yours from the fresh
air he needs?

So many mothers, and fathers,
too, believe they must keep their
infants in hot, stuffy rooms’ to

protect them from the cold air out-
side. They couldn’t be more
wrong.

If you are one who shares this
belief, let me set you straight
right now.

Child Needs Fresh Air

Your youngster needs fresh air
the year round. It helps his cir-
culation, improves the color of his
skin, gives him a better appetite
and generally promotes good
health.

If he fails to get this fresh air,
he is likely to become pale and
fretful, perspire a good deal and
probably have a poor. appetite.

Moreover, a baby kept in a very
warm room is likely to catch cold
when taken outside in cold wea-
ther: The abrupt change from ex-
treme heat to outdoor cold is bad
for him.

What, then, should you do?

Regardless of the weather, your
baby’s room should have a con-
tinual supply of fresh, free-flow-
ing air. The only exception is
when he is taking a bath.

Raise the lower sash and lower
the upper sash of a window in
your baby’s room.

Don't let cold air blow directly
on your child. To prevent this,
place a ventilator in the lower win-
dow. Or you can even nail a board
at an angle to the sill so that the
fresh air will blow upward, re-
placing the stale air. A cloth pin-
ned over the open lower window
also will help keep the air from
blowing on the tot.

Depends on Weather

How far should the windows be
opened? That, of course, depends
on the weather. Don’t let the room
get too cold. If the weather is
chilly, open the window just an
inch or two from the top and the
bottom.

o
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The Times,
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sources were so limited that
result was incommensurate with
the hopes that had been raised.

;  Betrayal Or Wisdom

himself deprived by circumstanc
of the opportunity on which .
had set his heart; he is then temp.
ed to give up all effort. The rigp
course is
what has
pining over what has bee
Sometim:

es,
tion of the

London *
nd best. Many a man has foyg

rather to use to the f,
been given without :eu
N denied,

indeed redemp.

second best has heep
more fruitful than the enjoymen(
of what was thought the e
would ever have been. The re.
birth of Denmark in the mid-nine,
teenth century, with the vigoroyg
Folk High- Schol movement, g
largely due to the courageous ac.

They were thus ght face to
face with one of the major prob-
lems that life raises, whether for
the ity or for the indivi

al, the problem of the second best.

Two things may be said about
this. The first it, that where the
best is possible, to be content with
the second best is betrayal. Few
men, faced with the alternatives
of good and evil, would deliberately
choose evil. But many, when the
decision is between the best they
can do and something inferior to
it, are not ashamed to prefer the
second.

It is a common complaint to-
day that pride of craftsmanship is
lacking, that men are too easily
satisfied with something less than
the best they are able to do and
give. If this is so, then things have
come to a sorry pass indeed. The
true man sets his own high stand-
ards and would count it dishonor-
able to fall below them by his own
fault. A scientific oversight or in-
accuracy; and a generation that
benefits so richly from the ap-
plications of science ought also to
learn from it the moral qualities
without which it could achieve

nothing.
But it is equally true that where
the best is no longer possible, it is

eptance of the new situation creat.
ed by defeat at the hands of Prys.
sla and the need to surrender any
dream of Great Power status. The
watchword' “We must gain iy
w what we have lost oyt
wardly” is one that expresscs ag.
nﬂlublybeth:; ‘:pirit in which (he
d’ bes 5

and en.
nobled.

It is part of the open secret of
the Christian faith that God him.
self is not exempt from the choice
of the second best when the bhest
has been refused him. He is not
to be thought of as carrying
out everything according to some
prearranged scheme. Rather does
he accept in patience and re.
deem in love the innumerable per-
versions of which human freedom
is capable. The language of a (.
vine regret, “If only they had
known,” runs through the Bible.
The cross can be the redemption
of all human failures only because
it was the point at which God
transmuted into a fresh appeal of
his love to men their worst re.
Jjection of that love.

The acceptance of the second best
when the best is refused had its
place even within the divine wis-
dom; and he who learns from this
source [IOW to be capable of it

wisdom to avail oneself of the sec-

thereby a partner
with that wisdom.

NOTES BY

How do you pronounce the
name of the Prime Minister of
Australia, who is now visiting Ot-
tawa? It is a Scottish name, and
in Ecgu?}d t}ley pronounce 15 as

If it's really cold and blowing
outside, keep the baby’s wind

But in
the

closed. But leave his door open,
and open a window in ah adjoin-
ing room.

During warm weather, you can
open the windows in your young-
ster’s room as wide as you wish.

But whatever the temperature,
make sure he gets fresh air. He
needs it!

QUESTION AND ANSWER

C. L. A.: What causes hives, and
is there a cure for them?

Answer: Hives are usually due
to a sensitive skin which reacts
either to some food in the diet or
to something with which an in-
dividual comes in contact.

The only way to bring about a
cure of the condition is to have a
thorough study made to determine
the substance to which the per-
son is sensitive.

they pr it Mengi
g hard. Like the difference over
the name of the late Premier Hep-
burn. The Scots pronounce it as
spelled—Hep-burn. But many peo-
ple dropped the p and pronounced
it He-burn. —St. Thomas Times-
Journal.

One of the most dangerous il-
lusions a country can develop is
to imagine that it has always
been completely victorious in th?
past. It tends to breed pride an

over-confidence, and a feeling that
the national honor can never be
satisfied by anything less than the
unconditional surrender of its op-

THE WAY

dictates of a model designer? So
long as this spirit of individuality
can be maintained in the smail
towns throughout Canada the
claim of the historian will remain
true: that the spirit of a nation is
best expressed through its small
communities. —Newmarket Era
and Express.

We must confess to feeling a
slight misgiving at the announce-
ment that the Austrian govern-
ment has sold at auction a
house that once belonged to Hit-
ler's parents and later to Martin
Bormann, one of his henchmen.
The Nazi spirit is by no means
extinct, and as time passes Hit-
ler's memory may undergo a
treatment similar to that Napo-
leon’s received at the hands of

time. For several generations
there has been a Napoleonic cult
h and tos of him are cher-

ponents. In actual fact, T,
no nation has ever had an un-
broken record of triumph and
humiliations in its time. It s
well for a people to remember
its defeats as well as its victories;
it helps to preserve an attitude of

ished. It would be better if every
thing that had any connection
with Hitler were destroyed. The
new owner of the house is said
to have paid twice its estimated
value—a sure sign 'that Hitler's

—

he s
?oeﬁ /‘01'/14',

SONNET

What are you, W..i.? Why do you
roll. Earth-ball,

is not as I say outside possibil- And f:;);':t’l‘orever in a sea of
ity. :

And then — I can only quote the Why :z‘\?er a;:ﬁmg the stars and
Foreign Secretary's carcfully
chosen words — then ‘‘considera- Or dcr‘{il;:j, in your predestined

tion would be given internationally
at an appropriate moment to the
problem of Chinese representation
in the United Nations and to the|
future status of Formosa.” |

Here is surely a not impossible
“line” along which it is conceiv-
able that progress could be made.

The Age Old Story

Wherefore the rather, brethren,
give dilligence to make your call-
ing and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never
fall: for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)—
Thailand is going to send a pair
of Siamese twins to the United
States for examination and pos-
sible separation, the government
announced Monday. The 20-month
old twin girls are joined from
chest to abdomen and have a com-
mon liver. They will be sent to the
Albert Merritt Ellings Hospital in
Chicago.

What are you, Time? What is the
master-clock

That regulates the space of night
and day?

How long has surf dissolved the
stubborn rock,

And licked the rim of continent
away?

I witness sunlight overflow the
dark,

And wonder at the Truth I can-
not find,

Like some night-moth attracted by

a spark,

Bewildered by the flameé that
leaves her blind.

These marvels are so far beyond

our skill
That Man seems blind as moth, or
blinder still.

—Herbert Elliott in the New York
Times.

NEW YORK (CP) — W. G.
Crisp, Vancouver author, has won
the Dodd, Mead-Boys Life prize
for his manuscript, “White Gold in
thé Cassiar,” a story of a young
boy’s vacation on the Cassiar

mountains of the Alaskan penin-
sula. Presented annually for the
best story for boys 12 to 16 years
old, the award is $2,000,

AND CO.

HYNDMAN

INSURANCE

LIMITED

the young
le to qualify as teachers to

tion and sense in
tocllay’s crises. —Edmonton Jour-
nal. 4

Back in 1931—14 years before
the first atomic bomb—a free-
lance British pournalist wrote in
The Strand magazine of London:
“The coal a man can get in a
day can easily do 500 times as
much work as the man himself,
Nuclear energy,is at least one
million times more powerful still
. .. What is lacking is the match
to set the bonfire alight, or it may
be, the detonator to cause the
dynamite to explode.” That free-
Jance journalist indulged in the
pleasure of quoting his own pro-
phetic writing of 1931 in the
House of Commons recently. “I
hope that the House will not re-
prove me for vanity or conceit,”
saild Sir Winston Churchill.—New
York Herald-Tribune.

All across Canada our small
towns flourish, each with an in-
dividual and distinctive character
« « + » This retention of individual-
ity is all to the good since it
means that one small town is not
a stereotyped copy of its neigh-
bor but retains the major char-
acteristics with which is started.
Nothing could less inspiring
than an array of small towns that
gave the impression of having
sprung up in obedience to the

tion with it, even though
once-removed, has value. —Ham-
ilton Spectator.

Two English students are living
in a cave in the southern countries
in order to get first-hand experi-
ence for use in a debate on:
“Should man return to his orig-
inal state?” The way things are
in the world today the debate
might well have been on such a
thesis as: “When does men re-
turn to his original state?” How-
ever, a little cave-living would be
suitable preparation. They could
install a few modern comforts, lay
in a stock of comestibles and the
waters of Lethe. — London Free
Press.
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