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OFFICIAL DESPATCH OF THE BATTLE OF THE
TCHERNAYA.
Before Sehastopol, August 17, 1855.

ot fall| My Lord—In my despatch of the 14th instant, I informed
p,,:p\.rf.r | your lordship that L had reason to believe that the Rgsamns
uniess there were some solid foundation fer it; and, from the { would uu‘ol.npt. by a vigorous attack, to force us t() raise t:w
unreserved amd unhesitating manner in which it is expressed, |siege. This they endeavored to (‘]0 on the morning of t..)(:f
we feel warranted in drawing the conclusion that the Govern- | ]16th, but the result was most glorious to those of the A]l.wd
ment of France is possessed of information respecting th.v_‘. troops who had the good fortune to be engaged. The a?mn
actual “““‘Ei‘i"“. of the Russian ,r‘”_""w l'“ ‘_l“'_ (.'rl"_"'l'"_ " h':;}"': | commenced before daylight, by a heavy columa of Russians,
kn“"";" - ('f“"Imm,‘.mlsm \-h.x;'gl"”;\f cortainly fas not, 951 nder the command of General Liprandi, and composed of
yet, been disclosed to the English publie. | the 6th and 17th Divisions, with the 4th ané Tth s

That a erisis is approaching is, indeed, apparent from the | : L e :
tone of most of the communications which have latterly reached | attacking the advanced posts of the Sardinians. The ground

us from the seat of hostilities. An oflicer of the French army |
serving in front of Sebastopol, in a letter of yery recent dut't'.’
says : —** \ffairs are advancing rapidly and vi;{nrounl.\'. We ‘
are expecting, from day to day, the order to strike a stunning |
blow.  The moment that order is given, and every one feels it |
to be at hand, all our sufferings aud privations will be forgotten. |
The spirits of the men are excellent,”” The gallant writer of |
this letter, doubtless, anticipates that the * stunning blow’ to |
which he refers will be directed against Sebastopol, and he is, |
unquestionably, right in the eonjecture that a bold stroke of
war will, ere long, be levelled against that place ; but advices,
lately roceived from another quarter, throw a comparatively |
new light upon the strategy of the Allied Generals, and afford |
a partial insight to the grounds upon which the French Em- |
peror is induced to speak so confidently of an early terminaticn

of ¢ the struggle in the Crimea.”” A correspondent at Vienna |
informs us that, according to the latest accounts from the |
Crimea, the Allies still continue to maintain themselves strictly |
upon the defensive. ¢ But, notwithstanding this,” says he,

*“we hear that great preparations are being made for an ex-

pedition to the interior of the Tauric peninsula. The month of |
Septenther is the best season of the year for the commencement |
of such an undertaking ; and the opinion is general, among the
military men of this city, that little will be done before the
middle of that month, The Russians, on their part, are exert-
ing themselves to the utmost -for the purpose of meeting the
impending danger, though they have at present much to con-
tend with, as the ¢holera is raging violently in the hospitals of
S:bastopol, Baktschi-Serai, and Simpheropol, and the condition
of their troops hecomes every day more and more unfavorable.”

The same inteilizent and well-informed writer then adds—
¢ Should anything occur to prevent the above-mentioned ad-
vance of the Allies, it is a matter of great doubt whether the
Russians will be enabled to maintain their ground during the
winter, as all communication with the south of Russia, as far
as the transport of materiel is coneerned, will be cut off at the
eommencement of the autumnal rains, and it is hardly possible
t) coneeive that the resources of Russia can be sufficient to have
enabled a supply of barracks and provisions to have been thrown
in, during the few months which have just passed by, adequate
to the wants and requirements of so large a body of men.”

There are, indeed, strong grounds for believing that the Rus-
sian foree, not only in Sebastopol but in the Crimea generally,
are already greatly straitemed for the means of subsistence.
The destruction of their store-houses, on the shores of the Sea
of Azoff, has heen more fatal to them than all the shot and shell
that have been levelled against their fortifications ; and, unless
the deficiency of supplies can be made good from some other
quarter before the winter sets in (of which there appears to be
little or no possibility), the only alternative left to them will
b to fight a desperate and almost hopeless battle with the
Allies, or else to blow up their fortifications and evacuate the
country.

o all appearance, the Allies now have the game pretty much
in their own hand, and it will be their own fault if they do not
bring it to a triumphant close before the setting in of winter
ghull put an end to all further operations for the year.

(From the same.)

THE QUEEN’'S VISIT TO PARIS.

The visit of the Queen of England to the capital of the
French empire has terminated as brilliantly and happily as it
begun.  The events of the memorable week during which her
Majesty was the guest of theremarkable manwho now sways
the destinics of France will live long in the memories of those
who had the happiness of witnessing them, and will occupy a
conspicuous place in the annals of the two countries. kven
if regarded only in the light of an Imperial pageant, or grand
Court ceremony, this exchange of courtesies between the
sovereigns of two such empires as France and England would
necessarily possess a deep and significant interest ; but when
it is viewed (as Europe and the world must view it) asthe
solemn and eeremonious completion of an alliance, the most
remarkable in the annals of civilization, we are convinced that
its importance to the future welfare of the globe cannot be
measnred by any standard that human intelligence or foresigit
can apply to it.

Taku as a mere pageant, the visit of the Island Queen to
the superh eapital of France was, from first to last, attended
by a success as brilliant as it was complete. The chivalrous
Emperor of the French lavished on the oceasion all the re-
gources of a magnificent monarchy to honour his illustrious
guest ; and the peaceful and joyous stay of her Majesty in the
midst of & nation which had for ages” been regarded as the
hereditary foe of England, was one long and uninterrapted
ovation, far J»roqder than ever awaited triumphal conqueror
in a dt‘.ﬂ]mile and subjugated land.  Throughout her visit the
most delicate attentions were shown her Majesty wherever she
went.  She was most studiously put forward as the great cen-
tral fizure in the Imperial and Royal group. Everything was
done for ¢ lu. Reine ;" and it was for * la Rcine”'th:\t%vcr‘y
one had to give way. The ¢ Emperor,” eays an eye-witness,
“¢ gremed constantly to put her Majesty forward, as if intro-
ducing her to his ponllul\', and encouraging the cheers with

which she was received by his smiles.  Ilis bearine throurhout
was most courteous and kindly, and clearly showed the d:light
with which he did the honoars of ¥rance to the Mistress of
Engl:md.." _ Nor was there anything wanting in the warmth
and cordiality of her Maécﬂfv's reception by the French people.
. \\'hf:r(-\'nr she went,’ u:fys our Paris :mm-upondem, “ghe
m>t with the liveliest marks of respectful sympathy, and was
always an object of the utmost curiosity and interest. Her
life and her medals were offered to you in every thorough-
fare. Her name was constantly o every one's f)i’ps.” This

}.mpnlnr enthusiasm in the {lr(,‘ﬂff!l'\'c of the ¢ gontle Majosty of

England’ appears to have heen greatly enhaneed by her Ma-
Jesty’s admirable bearing throughout the whole of her visit—
a bearing which exhibited Ler in all the winning aspeets of a
gentl: and gracious Princess, at the same time that it
yielded nothing of the dignity of the Queen. The dominant
dosirs of the erowds who followed her everywhere throughout

the French capital appeared to be to pay a tribute of respect

oceupied by them is one commanding hills on the right of the
position, on the left bank of the Souhaia river, where it
forms its junction with the Tchernaya, with two advanced
posts on the opposite side. These were held with very de-
termined gallantry for a considerable time, but being sepa-
rated from their supports by the river, and not having the
protection of artillery, they were compelled to leave the most
advanced one. About the same time, the 5th and 12th Di-
visions to which was added a portion of the 17th, advanced

| against the bridge of Tractir, held by one battalion of French

infuntry of the line, who were for a short time obliged to
yield and fall back upon the main supports ; with these, how-
ever, they quickly retook the bridge at the point of the bay-
ounet. Again the Russians attacked with persevering courage,
and were enabled to fullow up their advantage by gaining the
heights which rise precipitously on each side of the road;
their success was but momentary—they were driven back
across the river, leaving the ground covered with dead and
vounded. 'The Russian General, in no way daunted by the
failure of his two attempts, ordered a second column, of
equal force to the first, to attack ; they advanced with such
impetuosity, covered by the fire of their numerous artillery,
that a third time the bridge was carried, and the heights
above it crowned, but they were again repulsed and retired
in great confusion into the plain, followed by the bayonets of
our gallant Allies. The general officer who commanded the
Russian column, and who is supposed to be General Read,
was killed, and in his posses:ion was found the order for the
battle, signed by Prince Gortschakoff, who commanded in
person. From these it would appear that it was a most de-
termiined attempt to force us to raise the seige. Had they
succeeded, Bala Clava was to have been attacked by one
portion of their army, whilst the heights'on which we now
are were to have been stormed with the other; at the same
time a vigorous sortie was to have been made from the town
on the French works, on our extreme left, from the Quaran-
tine, and another on the works on our extrems right on
Mount Sapoune. The action which I have endeavored to
describe is most glorious to the arms of the French and Sar-
dinian troops. T'o meet the force of the Russians, the for-
mer had but 12,000 infuntry, and 4 batteries of artillery
engaged ; the latter had 10,000 men in position, 4,500 ac-
tually engaged, and 24 pieces of cannon. The Russian force
consisted of from 50,000 to 60,000 men, with 160 pieces of
artillery, and cavalry to the amount of 6,000. This dis-
parity of numbers will readily explain to your lordship the
difficulty that would bave been cxperienced had an attempt
been made to follow up the advantage by a pursuit. The
Russian retreat, moreover, was protected by the fire from
the heavy guns in position on the Mackenzie heights. The
loss sustained by the Russians is estimated at between 5,000
and 6,000 men, including 600 prisoners, whilst on the part
of the Allies it does not amount to more than 1,000 men.
This brilliant affair has caused the greatest delight amongst
the ranks of the Allied army ; and while it adds fresh lustre
to the gallant achievements of the French arms, it is with
the utmost pleasure that I have to record the intrepid con-
duct and gallant bearing of the Sardinian troops, under Gen-
eral Della Marmora, who have for the first time met, con-
quered, and shed their blood against our common enemy, who
is now disturbing the peace of Kurope. Captain Mowbray’s
battery of 32 pounder howitzers was placed in advance with
the Sardivian troops, and did most excellent service in pre-
venting the advance of the enemy’s artillery. Qur cavalry,
under Lieutenant-General Sir J. Scarlett, K. (. B., was
placed in the plain of Bala Clava, prepared to take advan-
tage of any circumstance that might present itself, but the
opportunity did not arise for calling upon their services. I
regret that I am unable to give a more detailed account of
the part performed by the Sardinians, as up to this time I
have not received General Della Marmora’s report. — I
have &e. JAMES SIMPSON,
General Commanding.

RUSSIA.

A Berlin correspondent of the Daily News writes: We are
assured in private letters that we ean form no idea of the strain
of the war upon the Russian people during the last six months.
The enrolment of the new militia of the empire or levy en masse
has had a terrible effect. The organization of this new corps
has been pushed forward with a haste which tells volumes on
the condition of the regular army. Although the first line of
troops which stood opposed to Austria six months ago has been
withdrawn, it has been necessary to order to the Crimea about
30,000 of the new troops who can hardly yet have learned their
drill. 17 Drushines, each of the nominal strength of 1000 men,
entered the north camp of Sebastopol on the 16th, amid the
ringing of bells. The order of the day by which Prince Gorts-
chakoil greeted them is most instructive. "Theirs is no ordinar
case of conseription. As the Prince remarks, they have left
behind their wivesand children, houses and goods, and march-
ed down to the extremities of the empire. The process is being
repeated, and before long 100,000 families will have lost their
heads.  Did the safety of the country demand this? and if 80,
what has become of the great army which has for generatiors
repressed the inspirations of the half of Europe, and been the
hope and comfort of its despotic princes ?

The St. Petershurg correspondent of La Presse remarks, that
the government has formed this Imperial Militia instead of or-
dering a war recrultment as a concession to the landed pro-
prictors. Serfs taken for the regular army are bound to serve
for 25 years, and surviving that term, hegome freo men. Serfs

which was universally fult, and to exprese the deep satisfacti
v e i - 0 e action
which the allianes has cronted in tKe breast ofla nation s

taken for the new militia are to be restoped to their proprie-

'HREATENING ATTITUDE OF AUSTRIA

. TOWARDS PIEDMONT.

, iealousy of the Cabinet of Vienna is such that orders
bagl;)::: givz:n not to publish any news fuvgmrable to the
arms of Piecdmont. The war is sp(.;ken of with enthusiasm
by the Italians, but the Austrian officers are to a man Rus-
sian. It is irritating to hear them laugh at th‘c Governments
of France and England for supposing that Francis Joseph
would ever draw the sword against the Czar. A new loan
and a fresh drawing of conseripts are spoken of as likely to
take place in Lombardy before the end of the year. A large
cawp is forming at Somma, near the Piedmontese frontier, at
the foot of the Lago Maggiore. The excuse given for the
large number of troops in the Italian provinces is this camp,
whicl is an annual affair. So far there is truth in the apo-
logy ; but last year the camp was not formed on accourt of
the cholera, which is worse this year than last in the country
towns of Lombardy. The Austrian Government of course
opposes the formation of our Italian Legion by every means
in its power. The rich are threatened with sequestration ;
the poor are refused passes to move from ouve province to
auother, and if very much suspected are shut up in gaol.

Tue Brockape 1x tnE Barric,—A letter from Stockholm,
in the Cologne Gazette, says :—The blockade which the allied
squadrons Kuvc established in the Baltic and in the‘(iulfnf
Bothnia is so complete this year, that the tradc which was
carried on in 1854 between Russia and Sweden to » considerable
extent is completely suppressed. The presence of the allied
flects in these seas produces this other mmportant effect, that
it forces Russia to keep in the north three great corps d’armee,
one of 90,000 men in the provinces south of St. Petersburgh ;
the second in that city u.nuj in Cronstadt ; and the third along
the coasts of Fnland,

Such is the rigor of the blockade in the Baltic, that not a
fisherman’s hoat ean go into Cronstadt with its cargo, and the
poor people along the coast, who are the vietims of the poliey
of their Government, are reduced to so pitiable a condition
that even capture by the enemy is an alleviation of their
misery. The Imperial Government avows its inability to pre-
serve the property of its subjects afloat, even in the smallest |
crecks along the coast, and the forbearance of the allied
cruisers alone preserves the maritime towns and villages from
total ruin.

|

GeNERAL Siypson.—It is ramoured in London, and we fear
with suflicient reason, that General Simpson has been obliged,
from sickness, temporarily to abandon the command of our
army in the Crimea ; and that Lieutenant General Sir H.
Bentick, the next senior officer, is at this moment commanding
in the room of General Simpson.

Frexcn Rervrorcexents.—On the 20th two English steamers,
having in tow the Mary Ann and Eva, transports, embarked
about 4,000 men at Marseilles for the East. A sailing trans-
port proceeds in tow with every steamer that clears out, and
the same plan is adopted on the return voyage, by which a
great saving of time and expense is accomplished. “Since the
beginning of the war, official returns show that 2,800 officers
and 38,000 horses and men have embarked for the East at the
ports of Toulon and Marseilles.

SPAIN.

Maprip, August 28.—The subscriptions to the voluntary
loan exceed 661 millions of reals.
shortly to be paid. It is in contemplaticn again to extend the
time ailowed for subscribing to the voluntary loan. A private
letter from Madrid, of the 25th, says :—¢ A Spanish expedition
to the Crimea is much spoken of. The English Ambassador,
as well as the French one, had cluimm.i‘ the exclusion of
foreigners from the forced lean, but the Spanish Government
had already come to the determination of excluding them.
The law for the sale of ecclesiastical property is stated to bave
been suspended in the Basque Provinees.™

>

CHINA.

Horrisre Execerion oF Reners At Cantox.—The thou-
sands of men brought to Canton as prisoners are being de-
capitated at the rate of a hundred and fifty a day. The

from the river, at a distance of two miles or so below the
factories. As we approached the execution-ground many
were met with hands to their nostrils, or with their tails tied
round their faces, for the purpose of avoiding the horrid
stench which could literally be * felt” at a considerable dis-
tance. The ground was covered with partially dried gore,
the result of the past day’s work. There are no drains to
take the blood away, nor is any substance used to slake it.
One man was found digging holes for two crosses, on which
he said four were to be tied and cut to pieces. The execution
had beén fixed for noon. At half-past 11 half a dozen men
arrived with the knives, preceded by bearers of rough deal
wood boxes, decorated with bloody sides—these were the
coffins. Unconcern was the general appearance of the
soldiers and spectators, of whom, altogether, there may have
been 150. The day was dull, a fresh breeze from the east-
ward carrying the stench away from foreigners, who, to the
number of @ dozen, had obtained admittance to the top of
one of the houses on the far side of the street passing the
entrance of this field of “blood.” Ata quarter to 12 the
first batch of ten prisoners arrived, speedily followed by the
rest in similar quantities. KEach prisoner (having his hands
tied behind his back, and labelled on the tail) appeared to
have been thrust down in a wicker basket, ovgr which his
chained legs dangled loosely, the body riding uncomfortably,
and marked with a long paper tally, pasted on a slip of bam-
boo thrust between the prisoner’s jacket and his back. These
‘“ man-baskets,” slang with small cords, were carried on bam-
boos resting on the shoulders of two men. As the prisoners
arrived, each was made to kneel with his face to the south.
I a space of about 20 feet by 12 we counted as many as 70
ranged in half-a-dozen rows. A 5 minutes to 12 a white-
button mandarin arrived, and the two to be first cut in pieces
were tied to the crosses. Whilst looking at this process the
execution commenced, and twenty or thirty must have been
headless before we were aware of it. The only sound to be
heard was a horrid cheep—cheep—cheep, as the knives fell.
Oue blow was sufficient for each—the head tumbling be-
tween the legs of the victim before it. As the sword falls
the blood-gushing trunk springs forward, falls on its breast,
and is still for ever. . In four minutes the decapitation was
complete; and then on the other victims commenced the
barbarity which, to think of only, is sufficiently barbarie.
With a short sharp knife a slice was cut from under each
arm. A low, suppressed, fearful groan from each followed
the operation of the weapon. Dexterous as butehers, a slice
was taken successively by the operators from the calves, the
thighs, and then from each breast. We may suppose—we
may hope—that by this time the sufferers were insensible to
pain; but they were not dead. The knife was then stuck
into the abdomen, which was ripped up to the breast-bone,
and the blade twisted round and round as the heart was se:
parated from its holding. Up to this moment, having once

> | set eyes on the victim under torture, they had become fixed

as by fascination ; but they could be rivetted no longer—a
whirling sensation ran through the brain, and it was with
difficulty we could keep ourselves from falling. But this was
not all ; the lashings were then cut, and the head, being tied
by the tail toa limb of the erass, was severed from the body,
which was then dismembered of hands and arms, feet and
legs, separately.  After this the mandarins left the ground,
to return, however, with a man and woman, the latter, it was
said, the wife of one of the rebel chiefs—the man a leader of
some rank. The woman was cut up in the way we have
described ; for the man a wore horrible punishment was de-
creed—he was flayed alive. We did not see this, but it was

tore if living at the end of the wag,

witnessed by the sergeaut of Marines of the U. 8. 8., J, P,

[day.

Kennedy—the ery, on the first insertion of the knife acros
the forehead, and the pulling of the flesh over the eyes, being
most horrible.  Bus enough! Such is an episode of thig
revolution in China—such some of the last acts of the Man.
chou dynasty. Tt is impossible such a government can exigt
much longer.  Humanity must make common cause against
the demons who can perform deeds such as these,

OVERLAND MAIL,

The India and China mails left Alexandria on the 21st of
August, with advices from Calcutta to the 19th of J

10.  An insurrection had occarred among the Santals iy

tous, has been lost off Saugor. The rebels are losing

in the north of China. At Canton there has been much
bloodshed. The intelligence from Egypt s that  Ali Pacha
has completely settled matters on the side of Abyssinia. The
Bedouins alone still offer resistance. The lalest accounts
from Persia represents the Shab’s Government as favourable
to England.

—— e

RUT BRAWINER,

CHARLOTTETOWN, SEPTEMBER 17, 1855,

B ———————— 'Y

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM EUROPE.

Tur Royal Mail Steamer Africa arrived at Halifax at an
early hour on Tuesday morning last, and the English Mail by
her reached Charlottetown very unexpectedly on the following
Although nothing very remarkable has oceurred at the
seat of war since previous advices, the record of every incident

Canton execution-ground is situated about a hundred yards |

connected with that war is eagerly sought after. We thereforo
devote a large portion of our space to the insertiou of the
latest and most interesting accounts we have been able to glean
from our English files.

Our papers are filled with the details of the greatand success-
ful battle fought in the valley of the Tchernaya, of which event
i\\'c had a meagre outline in the papers of the previous Mail.

The enormous loss of the enemy is fully eonfirmed by the offi-
| cial accounts received from the Allied Generals. It is stated
that at least six thousand of the Russians fell in that encoun-
!tvr, while the loss of the Allies amounted to about one thou-
sand. Preparations, on a large scale, were being made for a
'renewed bombardment of Sebastopol, and the opinion appeared
; to prevail that the final assault would be delivered before the

:clupsc of many days.

Her Majesty’s visit to Paris had created great sensation in
‘that gay and ancient capital. English and French journals
( describe with the utmost particularity every little incident con-

nected with it.

Tur Editer of the Islander has recently put to us, in his

The interest of the debt 1s [ usual impertinent style, several questions which he seems to

{ think it is our bounden duty to answer, on behalf of the Go-
[ vernment. Now, if any thing could induce us, more than auo-
| ther, to withhold from the Islander the information it apnears
so desirous of obtaining, it is the very fact of it being asked
for by such a fellow as Maclean. Among other things he wants
to knew the state of the revenue. For the last month, or
more, we have had upon our file, for publication, a compara-
tive statement of the revenue, which shews the financial affairs
of the country to be in a very healthy condition; but when
that old reprobate, Duncan Maclean, began to ask for its
publication as a right, we resolved not to gratify him. The
Government are not bound to publish any thing of the kind—
Holl’s Government never published a statement of the revenue
while they were in office—the old Tory Government never did.
But if the information had been asked for by any respectable
person, we would have given it with cheerfulness. But to
gratify a being like Maclean '—why we never thought of such
an absurdity.

o P

Seriovs DistrRBANCE AT Grorerrows.—We regret to learn
that a serious row took place at Georgetown on Friday last
between a party of American fishermen, who had Jjust put in
there, and a number of Georgetown men who were oceupied
in digging a drain. The row was oceasioned by sowme insulting
expressions being used on both sides, as the Americans were
proceeding up the town from their vessels. Sticks, stones and
shovels were freely used on the oceagion, by which several
persons were considerably hurt, and one man had his thigh
broken with a shot fired from a revolver by one of the Americans.
An investigation of the whole affair was to take place before
the Magistrates of Georgetown on Saturday last. Before our

next issue we will probably be put in possession of further
particulars.

- >
Tue Yellow Fever continues to make terrific ravages amongst
the population of the Southern States, and is particularly
severe in Virginia.

R e

OxE of those fearful oceurrences —so common in the United
States —a Railroad collision — lately occurred on the Camden
and Amboy Railway between Philadelphia and New York, by
which twenty - three persins were killed, and very many
wounded. Carelessness, as usual, appears to have been the
cause of the sad casualty.

I Some communications, intended for to-day’s paper, aroe
unavoidably omitted, to make room for the news by the Eng-
lish Mail.

PROPERTY IN CHARLOTTETOWN COMMON.

A Landbill, issued by the Mayor last week, cautioning per-
sons against putting up buildings on land in Charlottetown
Common, orin any way interfering with that property, created

tracts of land, pasture lots and buildings in that locality.
Since then, the Common Council have issued the following re-
port on the same subject, which we have been requested to
place before our readers. The subject to which it relates
is & very important one, and we will endeavour to bestow upon
it some attention at an early period.

» REPORT

Or tae Coyirrer aveorxrep »y THE Commoy Couxcit or
e Cr1y oF CHABRLOTTETOWN, ON THE RIGHT OF PEKSONS
cLAIMING THE (oMyoN,

Your Committee s{pointod to report upon the nature of
the claims of persons holding possession of the Common of

this City, being rﬁeﬁﬁdly to submit, that they have search-
ed the Statutes and Records of the 1sland in Q;du' that they

Bombay, July 30 ; Canton, July 8; and Hong Kong, Jql,,._
Rajmahal, in Bengal. The Ameriean ship Lightfoot, 200

much sensation amongst those who are now in possession of
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