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The Bill. iotituled *an Act for the better apprehension

of eertain Ofienders,’ was read the fiest time.
SIERTFFS' BILL.

The Bill intituled an Act to amend an Aet made and
passid in the eighte:nth year of the Reign of Her present
Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled * An Act to consolidate
and amend the Laws now in force relating to the cfiice of
Sherdf in this Island,’” was read the second time.

House in (ommittee on said Bill; his Hounor Mr Walker
in the Chair

Heon, Col. Swanev—The objeet of the Bill ix, as respects
the appointment of Sheriffs in fuure, to plm-g every thing
in statu guo. The right or privilege of which it is purposed
by the Bill to deprive the Government, is one whn-hl. in my
ypini‘n, no Government nced wish to retain. Before (3u~
pusing of the Act which invested the Government '\v.zh the
pm\\'cr&tu nowinate and appoint the \x riffs, t‘lw Chicf Justice
«xpressed a strong desire to be relieved frem the respon-
sibility imposed upon him by the law then existing of nomi-
vating three it and proper persons, in each County of th
Island to be made Sheriffs of the several Counties; and 1
k-ow not whether he will now relish the re-imposing of such
respousibility upon him. I myself, howcver, have no objee-
tivn to make to the Bl

Hon. Mr. WarLker-—I know that the Judges wished very
mnch to get rid of the responsibility ; and, I believe, it was
on that account that the power to nominate and appoint the
She:iffs was conferred upon the Government.

The first cl.use repeals the second, third, and seventh
sections of the 18th Vie., intituled *an Act to consolidate
and amend the Laws now in foree relating to the cffice of
Sheriff in th's Island.’ fhe § :

Thy seceoud provides that the Chief Justice, or 1ia
his absence the Master of the Liolls, shall, on the third
Mouday in April annually nominate, in writing, thice proper
and fit persons in cach County of this Island to be made
Sher:ffs of the several Counties thereof, a copy of which
nomipation, being signed ly the said Chief Justice, or
or the Master of the Rolls, to the Licat. Governor, or other
Administrator of the Government fur the time being, who is
then immedistely to yrick one Sheriff out of the said number
for each of the seversl Counties of this [sland to serve as
Sheriffs for the ensuing year, each residing within the
County for which he shall be appointed Sheriff. :le\? rest of
this clause provides that afier taking the caths of‘ office, and
the giving securities, the individuals so appointed shall
receive their Commissions, &e. ;

The third, which provides that any person n_mmn:\tcd f’“‘l
appointed uader this Act to the office of S seriff, after eight
days’ notice of such his appoiutment, refusing to accept the
same, shall be liable to a penality of twenty pounds; :

And the foarth, which in such case exonerates a member
of the Legislatere from the fine, provided 1_hut within c',;!..r
days of his having received notice of his appoiutment he shall
signify his refusal to serve to the Governor or Adaiivstrator
of the Government ; were all, without any d:sg 00, unani-
mously agreed to; and so al:o were the remaining six; the
first of which or the fifth clause of the Bill provides that
upon each and every refusal, the Chicf Jusitice’ or the
Master of the Rolls, shall make eut another list, and shali
deliver the <ame as before, and that the Governor thereout
shall prick cae person for Sheriff; tjne said proccelings so to
continue until a person shall be no:r;.:mt:\l.:r-d appointed who
will consent to and actually serve as Sheriff : —the sec nd of
which or the sixth clause of the Bill provides that every
Sheriff shall remain in office until anotier be appointed and
sworn in his stead :—the third of which, or the seveuth
clause of the Bill, provides that if the Sheriff of any Couanty
die whilst in office, another Sheriff shall immediately be ap-
pointed for the remainder of the year, in the maouer as ”«)
the Bill befire directed; the Deputy of the deceased Sheriff
to continue in office, and the sureties of the Sheriff so dying
to be liable for such Depaty until such new upiulh‘tlncm‘})‘:
made :—the fourth of which or the eighth clau-e of the bm‘,
provides that every Sheriff shall, before taking the usual
oaths of office, deposit in the Colonial Secretary s Oflice a

Jond for tho due discharge of the duties of offi e, lnm.wil. in
£1.000, and two sureties, each in £500 : —the fifth of vhich
or the ninth clause of the Bill provides that any persou
injured by any act or omi-sion of a Sheriff way sue on his
Bond, in the pame of the Queen, and be eatitled to the pro-
ceeds with ecsts; the defendent to be eutitled to costs if
judgment be g'ven in his favor :—and the sixth <_)f' whwh or
the tenth clause of the Bill, provides that all actions against
Sheriffs must be brought within three years from the aceruing
thereof. ¢

The House was then resumed, and his Honor Mr. Walker
reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and
had agreed to the same without any amendment. :

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee be received.

Ordered, That the said Bill be read the third time to-
WOrrow.

Fripay, March 9, 1800.

House in Committee on the Bill intituled ‘an Act to
enable the Coatroller of Navigation Laws in this I-lu.m.l to
grant and issue Fishing Licences to Citizens of t'nf: United
States for Vessels Luilt in Prince Kdward Island ; his Honor
Mr. Forgan in the Chair.

Hon. Col. Swapey said ke wou'd vote against the Bill.
Many valid objections to the passing of it presented thew-
selves to his mind. One vay strong objection was that it
came within that class of Bills which, accordiag to the Royal

Instructions, could not with propriety be iutroduced in the |
Legislature without the Royal conseut to such a step having |

previously been obtained. The principle and the object of
the Bill warred against the poliey of Great Biitain in all
mattes relating (o trade and commerce grilh Rr_exgn nations ;
and we kaow not how it may militate against existing treatics
between Great Britain and other countries. The privilege

to be granted by this Bill was not to be cxtended to all|

foreigners in general with whom Great Britain maintained
amicable relations; but only to the citizens of the United
States. Why was it not to be cxteaded to France, Spain,

was going in the teeth of the Lwporiul Parliament and
Government who bad znpulled cifferential duties. Should
the Bill pass the Lagislature here, be could not believe that
it wou!d be admitted by the Home Government. It was not,

it seemed, a Government measure, or he would presume to |

recommen ! the Governmeut to seed it bome in order that it
wight be ascertained whether or not it was opposed to the
pature of any existing treaties between Great Dritaia aud
any other couutry. It was, he was aware, intended to con-
fer advan:ages upon citizens of the Uuited States; but he
wished to know what advantages, in return, were to be
derived from it, by the people of Prince Elward Island. lle
did not clearly see what benefits to the Island would result
from it; but be did see that it would place usin a very
suomalou: position.

|

thoroughly understood and practised the trade of calching%
and curing fish, they wou!d become fully couversant and ex- |
pert in the business ; and besides these American fishermen |
| would purchase nearly all their provisions for ready money
rom our shore furmers, which undoubtedly would be a
great advantage, not only to such farmers, but to the whole
[:land.  Then American fishermen would also purchase fish
from our shoremen, and, according to their general practice
pay for it in good round dollars; and thus our trade in fish
would be considerably and very profitably increased. The
intention of the Rill was to make the advantages which

from year to year, until it should become a certain and
permanent source of gain and profit.

tlon. Mr. Hurcuixson—FHe saw no reason for any objee-
tion to the Biil, except that, as it might be found to inter-
| fere with existing treat'es between Great Britain anl other
| countries, the Royal allowance, should it pass here, might be
|withheld from it; and that, therefore, it would have been|
ladvisable that, before its introduetion in the Legislature, it |
{should have been ascertained that the Home Government |
| would sanction the measure. This, however, was ro ohjee- |
| tion ei‘her to the principle or the provisions of the Bill ; and |

|

Ordered, That the said communication be entered on the |

Jeurnal of the House.

_Bill intituled “an Act to amend the Act relating to
Judgments recovered in the Supreme Court of this Island,
and to amend an Act therein mentioned.”

Hon. Mr. Foraay moved the second reading of this Bill ; holding such
nqd. in doing so, his Honor explained that the object of the | I'vesday to Easter Monda
Bill was to allow equitable estates against which judgments |added the signatures

shall have been obtained to be taken in execution as well as
real estate,

His Honor the Presivext—1It has been a matter of doubt

would result from its opera‘ion reciprocal ; and as he viewed | uone, he thought, could justly be taken against eithcr the| whether an cquitable estate against which judgment shali
s 2

the matter, it was quite evident they would be so.  Alihough lone cr the other: for it was quite evident that its opera | haye been obtatned can be taken in execation as well

there was, perhaps, not much large shipbuilding timber left
in the Island, there were still great quautides suitable for
the building of small vessels; and American citizens, of
moderate means, who mizht not be able to build fishing ves-

sels in the States, owing to the much gieater outlay which |
would attend it than would be caused by it here, would, in |

all probubility, avail themselves of the advautages on that
head, which, should the Bill become law, it would hold cut
to them. In their own country, he believed, the expense of
building such vesscds would exceed by one-third what it
would amount to here. The carrying of the Bill into law

would certaiuly be the means of bringinginto the [sland what |
He did not, however, |

was so muach wanted in it, capital.
expeet that it woull be attended by very extensive beneficial
resuits all at once. Its bepeficial progress would, at first,
doubtless be slow, und some years might be required before
the reciprocal advantages which it was caleulated to confer
upen the two countries, could, in any thing like full measare,
be realized. It had been said, by his Honor Col. Swabey,

that the Bill might be found to interferc with free trade |

privileges and national rights as now establizhed by law,—
that it might be supposed it would run counter to the now
ruling principle of trade and national commercial intercourse
by favoring one country more than another; but he (Hon.
Mr. Palmer) did not sce that Great Britain herself submitted

to be rigidly restriected by that ruling prnciple. The com- |

mercial treaty lately entered into by her with France was
a preof that she was not. From that treaty, France would
certainly derive very great advantages; but Spain, another
friendly power, might probably be injured by it. Although
American registry was refused to our ships, that was no
reason why the Bill should be considered as impoliticly or
unwisely liberal. It would certainly, if acted upon, confer
great advantages upon American citizens; but it would as
certainly al<o be attended by great concurrent advantages to
the people of Prince Kdward Island, And again, although
the Bill was, in principle, opposed to the existing Act res-
pecting the registration of vessels, it could do no barm on
that score. It would have a suspending clause; and the
sending of it hcme would amount to no more than saying to
the Imperial Government, this Bill, were it made liw, would
gerve us and injure no one : will you please topass it? Bat
should the British ministry fiud that it would be opposed to
the natura or principle of any of their existing treaties with
other Governments, their sanction of the measure could not
be expected ; and they would advise that the Royal allow-
ance be withheld. He kpew that, to some extent, it would
wilitate against the immediate interests of the Island ship-
bailders; yet the allowing of American citizeas to build
fishing vesscls in the Island eould not be very prejudicial to
thew ; and any disadvantages on that score would be greatly
overbalanced by the great gereral advantages to the Uolony
which would aris2 from it. He had never been in favor cf
protective measures : they were opposed to sound policy, and
the spirit of the age was now most decidedly against them.
Free trade iatercourse between two countries would always
be productive of mutual advantages; and it would always
especiully bencfit a new country when estublished between it
and an older one of greater extent, greater wealth, and, at
the same time, in some respects, of greater requiremeats.

was true that the Cavadiuns were complaining that all the
anvantages arising from the treaty between them and the
United States were on the side of the United States; aud
they, therefore, wished to retrace their steps.  But that was
not a rule by which the peop'e of Prince Eiward Island
were to be governel. The advantages which, should the Bill
become law, they would derive from it, we.e very obvious:
its operation wou!d promote industry, improve our fisheries;
and, through the building of fishing vessels in the Isiand, by
Awmerican citizeus, it would bring in capital. As their
Honors had already taken one step in the direction to which
the Bill tended—he meant the allowing of American citizens
to hold real estate in the Island—he hoped they would fol-
low up that step by passing the I’ill. It bad passed the
other llouse, sustained by a large majority—20 to 5—the
majority cousisting of mewbers of each side of the House.
The country mewbers, seeing how much it would benefit
their own interests were its staunch advocates ; and he hoped
the majority of their Honors would do the same, and that
the opposition of his Eonor Colonel Swabey would be inf-
fectual.

Hon. Mr. Joussox took nearly the same wew of the Bill
as that taken by the Hon. Mr. Palmer. He said : The days
of short-sighted, narrow-minded protective policy were gone
by ; aud the truly progressive and enlighiened spirit of the
times aunounced free and unshackled commercial intercourse
between different countries to pe the source of their impraove-
meunt and wealth, and the complete extinguisher of national
jealousies and rivalry. Besides affording most essential and
desirable benefits to the citizens of United Siates engaged in
the fishing busine-s, the Bill, as law, would materially, an
to a great exteat, benefit the people of Prince Edward l-land.
[t would increase the value of thcir timber; enhance the
price of their farm produce; and procure them a home
market and ready noney for both. It would also increase
the demand for labor at good and well paid wages. For the
fish caught by cur shoremen, it weuld, besides, provide a
ready aod good market. The American fishermen would
ireadily purchase much of that fish; and, carrying it to
Shediac in their own vessels, they, in their tarn, would be
able, almost immediately, to reconvert it into money, at a

| considerable advance, by sending it direetly by the railroad |

inland iuto the States.

Hon. Col. Swapey—1Ie was decidedly opposed to differen- |

tial distinctions. If the liberty or privilegé which, by the
Bill, it wae proposed to give to citizens of the United States,

bad been iutended for all foreigners alike, he would bave|
So limited, so exclusively confined 1o one |
| country, it woud be very likely to create jealousizs and |

t (riend! on the coutinent of Kurope? It| ) ) ! |
sk hae NS B : e lirritation on the part of those countries which were exeluled

lagreed to it.

| from it. Between France and Great Britain, on account of
| the privileges asserted as her right, or sought to be obtained
| by France, in the Newfoundland fisheries, there were alrenfiy
{grounds for a serious misunderstending; and the partial
| measure then under their Honors’ consideration was cal-
| eulated, should it become law, to enlarge those grounds in
the estimation of the French. [le could not see that any
benefits which were like'y to result to the Island from the
adoption of the measure were suffizient to warraot the
Legislature in running their heads against all precedent and
against the Royal lostructions coucerning such measures.

Ion. Mr. Warzer—FHe was in favor of the Bill. 1If in
| operation, it would undoubtedly bring capital into the Island,
{ than which pothing was more wanted in the [sland ; but that

Hon. Mr. Parser—He had not particularly studiel the | was uot all, for such capital would directly Leuefit the farmer,
Bill; but be had beard a good deal said about it; and he ani promote the iudustry of cur young men, bota as woods-

was sati-fiel that if it should be carricd into law, it would | men and fishermen. ap ‘ .
benefit the Colony. We knew that the Americans prosecuted | purchase of timber and provisions; aud although the build- |

That eapital would be expended in the

fishing to a great extent, and with very great success; and ing of small vessels by American citizens might to a slight
it was cleur to bim that by allowisg them to build fishing | degree injuriously affect our Island shipbuilders, the benfits
erafts i the Island, and by granting them Fishing Licences | which, in the fi:st place, would be expeneuced'by our agri-
for such crafts, the people of the [sland would be made  cultural population, would, through that population, ultimate-

participators, to 8 very cousiderable extent, in the advantages |ly benefit all other classes in the Colony. The piivilege | contained in your Honors' Resolution, will be held by wme in
}concosded to American citizens might uot indeed be taken most grateful remembrance to the close of my life.

which re:ulted to themselves from the prosccution of tie
fisheries in our waters and around our shores. Many of car

advantage of by them to any very great extent for a few |

young men would be emploged, during the fishing season, on | years; but as by degrees experience should demonsirate |

board of their vessels; and by learving fiom a peoplc ‘hO:ils advantages to them, they would extend the'r operations| March 21, 1860,

|tion could be productive of nothing but bencfit to both
|countries. Trade, in the Isiand, was very flat. Something |
| was required to improve it; and the Bill, should it become
|law. might have that effect. \‘
Houn. Mr. BacxaLn was of opivion that should the Bill|
become law, nothing but good, reciprocal good, could result |
from it. The advantages offered by it to American citizens |
might wot, it was true, be fully embraced or fully appreciated
by them at first; but, in time, they would be able to form |
la just estimate of them, and then they would, no doubt, with |
much eagerness fully embrace them. The Americans gene-[
rally gave good wages; and, should they engage in building
vessels heie, many of our young mechasics would be em-!
' ployed by them, and, not only receive good wages, but under |
them, bave very desirable opportunities to improve them-|
selves in their several trades. Altogether he thought the |
measure was a wise one ; and, if carried into effeet, it could |
secarcely fuil to arouse and quicken our enterprise and |
energy.

The House was then resumed, and the Bill reported »greed
| to without ameudmeunt,

WILLS ACT. |

On motion, the Wills Act was again submitted to tbe.\
consideration of the whole House in Committee ; his Honor |
Mr. Palmer in the Chair. ;

fter some time, the House resumed, and his Honor Mr. |
Palmer reported that the Committee had gone through the|
Bill, and had made an amendment thereto. The Report |
was received and the said amendment was read as follows:

« After the word *thereof’in the 12th line, insert the|
| following section :—

* That so much of the forty-sixth and forty-ninth clauses |
* of the said recited Act, as limits the application of Kxe-
“ cutors, Admiuistrators, and Creditors to the term of three
* years to make application for Licence for sale of, or letting |
¢ of Real Istate (owards payment of debts, shall be, and the
“ same is here repealed ; and that the said term shall be ex

‘“ years.”

“T'he above amendment was moved in blank as respects the
term, by the Hon. Mr. Forgan ; and after it bad been con-
{curred in nem. con., on motion of His Honor the President
the blauk was filled in with six years.

BILL, INTITULED ‘AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO
BILLS OF LADING.”

Hon. Col. Swapey moved the second reading of this Bill;
and in doing o0 said : The iutention of the Bill, so far as
he comprehended it, was simply to increase confidence
between parties with respect to mercanfile transactions.

The motion having been scconded, his Honor the President
more fully explained the object of the Bill, as follows : —
As the law at present stands, with respect to Bills of Lading,
and by the custom of merchants, a Bill of Lading of Goods
being transferable by endorsement, the property in the gcods

‘mny, thereby, pass to the endorsec; but, nevertheless, al
rights in respect of the Contract contained in the Bill of
Lading continuc in the original shipper or owner. Now,
the object of this Bill is in the first place to cause such rights
to pass with the property. And, again, as it frequently
happens that the goods, in respect of which Bills of Lading
jurport to be signed, have not been laden oa board, it seems
to be proper that such Bills of Lading in the hands of a
bona fide holder for value should not be questioned by the
Master, or other person signing the same, on the ground of
the goods not having been laden for board, it is intended to
be enacted by the Bill, —First, that every consignee of goods
named in a Bill of Lading, and every endorsee of a Bill of
Lading to whom the property in the goods therein meantion-
ed shall pass upon, or by reason of such consignment or en-

dorsement, shall have transferred to and vested in him all|

rights of suit, and be subject to the same lizbilites, in respect
of such goods, as if the Contract, contained in the Bill of
Lading, had beee made with himself. In the second place,
the Bill provides that nothing therein contained shall preju- |
dice or affoct any right of stoppage in transiter, or any right
to claim freight against the original shipper or any liability
of the cousignee or endorsee, by reason, or in consequence of
his being such consignee or endorsee, or of his reeeipt of the

real estate under judgment.
entertain no doubt ; because it appears to me quite plain
liable to be taken in execution.
because it will remove .such doubts; asd becauss although
some say it is not required, others say it is.

Hon. Col. Swapev—His Honor deserves very great
credit, because he, as a lawyer, freely gives consent to a
Bill ihe object of which is to remove doubts. It'would seem
when our lawyers argue in this way that our bar is approach-
ing a state of perfection.

The Bill was then committed to a Committee of the whole
House, his Honor Mr. Forgan in the Chair.

Alter some time the House was resumed, and the Bill re-
ported agreed to without amendwent,

The Report was received, and it was

Ordered, That the Bill be read the third time to-morrow.

Furipay, March 23, 1860.

CHURCH WARDENS AND VESTRIES BILL.

Hon. Mr. HutcnissoN moved the second reading of this
Bill; and in doing so he briefly explained that the object
of the Bill was to repeal the first clause of the ** Act to en-
able the several congregations of the Church of Hogland in
this Island to choose Church Wardens and Vestries,” and
which requires the appeintment of said officers to take place
annually on Whit Tuesday, so far asit regards the time of
holding the annual Parish Mectings for the choosing of those
officers, by causing the same to be changed from Whit Tues-
day to Easter Monday in every year.

His Honor the Presrpent—Can your Honor state whether
the change proposed by the Bill is generally required by the
Church Wardens and Vestries and the congregations whow
it concerns?  Before any such measare is entertained by
this House it is usual to require that it shall be preceded by
a petition prayiog for it, from the parties generally whom

| it immediately coneerns, or whom it will immediately affect.
! s 1 . X | Hon. Mr. Hurcuixsox—I[ have not been formally in-
“ tended, as to all future applications, to the period of six | tryeted or requested to move in this matter by any of the

| parties immediately concerned therein; but I have made
enquiry as to the reason for seeking the change, and I have
been informed that as respeets St. Paul's Church in Char-
lottetown, the chicf reason for wishing the day for holding
| the anoual Parish Meeting for choosing Church Wardens
'and Vestries to be changed from Whit Tuesday to Easter

| Monday is, that it occasionally happened that at Whitsun- | the discretion of the mag s rate.

meetings of the several congregations of the Church of Eng-

l 1and in this Island to chouse Church Wardens and Vi s'ries un

1

Whit T'uesday, 1s attended with much inconvenience to the
congregalions generally, in consequence of .ts frequent occur-
rence at a bnsy seascn of the year when agriculiurists cannot
conveniently attend ; and prays, therefore, that the day of

annual eetings may be changed from Wi
y in every year. T'o the petition are
of the Rev. J. H. Read, Rev. D. Firz-

| @erald, Rev. [I. B. Swabey, Rev. W, Meek, Rev. Robert T'.
kRonch, Rev. D. B. Parniier, and Rev. J. 8. Su:nlh. -

as the Bidl. [t
On the question I, howerer, Paul’sin Cha
{made to rule all the

that if equitable estate is liable to judgment it must also be | England in the Island,
The Bill is a good one, |

|
|
|

!
{

|

Hon. Mr. Hurcmyson—I think the Vest th
the Island should be allowed an oppmhllil;.l;*:lpt:‘l:?:
opinions respecting the proposed change before we take up
may be very well for the congregation of St.
rloitetown ; but their conven ence should not be
other congregations of the Chusck of

Hon. Col. Swaeey—No good or valid reasons have as yet
been adduced to us or laid before us to show that we ought 10
proceed with this Bill. Indeed the coairary is the case ; for
10 paing whatever have been taken by the parties outside who
desired the passage of the Bill, to show or prove to this Housa
that there exists any real necessity for iis enactment. They
hxve.been strangely remiss in their duty on tLls head ; and
wholly neglectful of the respect which, in looking fir our fur-
therance of their views, they ought to have mamifested to thia
House. I wou'd, however, be very sorry to do any thing that
would be likely 1o defeat the Bill; but I wish to know what
are the wishes of the Vestries and congregations geerally
with rgference to the measure, and who the parties are who
urged its adoption by the Legislature, 1, therefore, move that
his Honor Mr. Hutchinson have leave to withdraw his motion.
~ His Honor the Presisext—Iis Honor's object, 1 presume,
is to allow an opportunity 19 the parties desiring the passage
of the Bill, to petition this House for our agreement 1o it.

Hon. Col. Swapey—Yes.

Ilis Honor the Pxesiext then
motion of the Hon. Col. Swabey,
agreed o ; and the Hon. AMr.
cordingly withdrawn.

put the question on the
which was unanimously
Hutchinson’s motion was ac

BILL INTITULED ‘‘ AN ACT FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
SALMON FIsHERY.'

This Bill was by consent of the whole [House recommitted
to allow the Hor. Mr. Bagnall an opportuni'y to move an am-
amendment which he wished 10 see made in the penal clause
for the rcduction of the fine, £3, thereby imposed for every
infraction of the Act. His Honor Mr. Walker ia the Chair.

The Bill provides that no salmon shall be taken or caught on
the coasts of the Island, nor in any of the bays, rivers, or har-
bors, or in any fresh water stream thercof, after the 31st day of
August in any year, nor between sunset on any Saturday night
and sunrise on the fullowing Monday morning, nor atany place
at any time, by spearing, nets.or seines, between the 31st day
of August and the 1st day of April ensuing. And the pecuni-
ary infraction of the law,as it s'00d in the Bill when it was
sent up to the Council for their concurrence by tae !lcuse of
Assembly, was £3.

Hon. Mr. Hurcuinsox moved that the third or penal clanse
be amended thus: the pecuniary penalty not 1o be less than
ten shillings or to exceed five pounds.

Hon. Mr. Bacyavrw seconded this motion.

His Honor the PrResiDENT—Five pounds [ think is too high
ja fine; bat [ do not thivk that its reduction ehould be left 10
Let us, if your Honors thi.k

| tide some of the leading and more active members of the | it right to do so, reduce the fine, but let it be a positive one.

{ Court at St. Eleanor's, were consequently prevented from
| attending the anoual Parish Meeting held on Whit Tuesday ;
| and that as respects other parishes, it will generally Le more
for the convenicnce of the respective congregations that the
| day for holding the anoual Parish Meetings be Baster Mon-
day rather than Whit Tuesday.

Hou. Col. Swasex—It is really very extraordinary that |
although there are three or four members of the Chpreh of |
England in this Council—I myself am one, and I trust s |
consistent one—none of the parties desiring the change |
sought to be effected by means of this Bill have thought it | mere nominal sum.
proper to consult, advise, or instruct any one of us in any | known how scarce

way concerning it.

Church, being in attendance at the sitting of the Supreme |

Hon. Col. Swaser—A fine of £5 is certainly too high a
lone. It ought | think to be reduced ; but | agree that as re-
!-Pccls the imposition of pecaniary fines ne latitude or discre-
(tionary power should be allowed 'o mayistrates except in cases
| of assault, in which, us we all know, there be many different
|degrees of aggravation. kere we are legislating respecting a
| positive offence, and the fine ought to he a positive one,

Hon. Mr. PaLues—If we allow that the amount of the fne
may be reduced at the discretion of the magistrate, we shall,
in many cases, endanger the efficacy of the Act; for magis-
trates of an easy mature would frequently be so wrought upon
|by the representations and entreatiec of off:nders or their
friends as to be induced to reduce the amount of the fine to a

The Act ought to be effectual. It is well
salmon aow are iu many places in which,

No petition from the partics concerned | formerly, they were in the greatest plenty, owing to the pre-

has been presented to this House praying for the change | valent practice of taking them in the wrong season. T'he fine
which the Bill is iutended to make, and setting forth the |must be such as will deter_individuals from committing the

reasons why such change should be made, as ought to have
been the case ; and we are consequently left in ignorance as
to whether the measure is projected at the instance of a
| single individual or that of the whole corporation of the
| Church of England in this Island.
| Hon. Mr. HurcaiysoN—DBe that as it may, the Bill can
| do no harm.
| Hon. Col. Swisey—If unsupported and uncalled for by
petition from the parties who have an immediate interest in
the proposed measure, we allow the Bill to be read a second
time, we shall be departing from a very wholesome rule of
the House, which interdicts our entertaining any measure of
this kind unless it shall have been duly prayed for by peti-
| tioa to the House.

| Hon. Mr. Jomssox—It appears from the explanation
| which has been given by his Honor Mr. Hutchingon, that it

goods, by resson or in consequence of such consignment or | 'S material to the interests of the congregation of St. Paul’s

endersement.
that every Bill of Lading in the bands of a consignee or
endorsee, for valuable consideration, representing goods to |
have been shipped on board a vessel, shall be conclusive
evidence of such shipment, as against the master, or other
persou signing the same, notwithstanding that such goods or
some part thereof may not have been so shipped unless such |
| ho'der of the Bill of Lading shall have had actual notice at |
the time of receiving the same that the goods had not been |
in fact Jaden on board; provided, however, that the master
or other person so signing may exonerate bimself in respest
of such misrepresentation, by shewing that it was caused |
w.thout any default on his part, and wholly by the fraud of
| the sh'pper, or of the holder, or some person under whom
the holder claims. |

The House then went into Committee on the said Bill. Iis|
Honor Col. Swabey in the Chair,

After some time spent therein the House was resumed,
and his Honor Col. Swabey reported tho Bill agreed to with-|
out any amecudment,

Tuurspay, March 22, 1860,

| COMMUNICATION FROM CHARLES DESBRISAY, ESQ. |
|

| His Honor the Presipext read the following communica-

"ticu from Charles Desbrisay, Esq., late Clerk of this Heuse : |

Edward Island,
May it please Your Houors:

In retiving from the office of Clerk of Your Honourable
llouse, an appointment which I have held for nine years,— |
having fulfilied the duties of Assistant Clerk thereof for the
previous sixteen years,—it is natural for me to reflect upon
the incideuts which have characterized the direct intercourse
and close connection which bave, during that period, sub-|
sisted between “your Ionors and myself’; and whilst that
reflection brings most forcibly to my mind the pleasing re-|
membranee of the many courtesies and indulgences which |
have been extended to me by your lonors, and whilst | am |
most deeply impressed with a due sense of these cbligations, |
and in an especial manner with the very flattering testimony |
which it has pleased your Ilomors, by resolution, to bear to
the efliciency of my services as Clerk of the Council, 2ecom- |
panied by your Mosors® best wishes for my present and|
future wellare, I cannot but feel, at the same time, my utter |
inabiiity to acknowledge them in language sufficiently strong
and sppropriate.

Perwit me then, in all sincerity, to assure your Honors that
those courteries aud indulgences, particularly the gracious
condescensions which bave so very often been manifested |
| towards me in wy official eapacity by his Hounor Dr. Young
'as Dresident, together with the very flattering testimony

1 have the bonor to be, your Honors'
Most grate'ul and obed’t servant,
Cusrtres Desprisar,

And, in the third and last place, it provides Church that certain iudividuals, leading or active members

thereof, should attend the anuual meeting for the choosing
| of Church Wardens and Vestries; and that it had occasion-
ally happened that professional engagements had prevented
their doing so since it bad been the practice to hold their
anoual meetings for the choosing of Church Wardens and
Vestiies on Whit Tuesday; aud that it would agaia so
happen unless the day of holding such meetings be changed
from Whit Tuesday to Easter Monday. I therefore think

should become law.

offence for which it is to be inflicted as a punishment. I wish
to see¢ the law something in deed as well as in name.

Hon. Mr. HurcmixsoN argued that a discretionary power
ought to be given to a magistrate o that he might be able to
make a distinction between a very poor man and a rich one :
| and also between one who made a trade of the offence, and one
| who offended accidentally or in ignorance. A fine of five
;hl“i{lllgd inﬂitl:lt_ed |;lpon lﬁpoor man might frequently piess more

eavily upon him than a fine of five pounds would upon a rich
o, WM P d upon a ricl
ton. Mr. Heg&Mysdn—! am of opinion that it will be best
to adhere 10 the penal sun of £35 as it now stands in the Bill.
| Five pounds would, undoubtedly, be a heavy fine 1o imposs
{upon a poor man ; but our laws ought to be ¢ffeciive, and n
jall cases in whick pecuniary fines are 10 be unposed for the
breach of them the amounts of these fines severally should be
such as would, in general, deter individuals from the commis-
sion of such breaches. Let a poor man actually be fined £5
for the catching or taking of ealmon out of season, and it
would in all probability, prove an effce ual cheek to the I ju-
rious practice.

Ilis Honor the PresipexT proposed a positive fine of £2 in
all cases, giving the magistrate no discretionary power.

tlon. Mr. Mclntyre—Iu my opinien the wagistrate ought
to be invested with a certain degree of discretiorary power as
respects the amount of the fine 10 be inposed.  Surely a man
for killing only one salmon, and perhaps without any previous
deeign to do so, ought not to be mulcred in the same amount as
a man who made a trade of tuking or catching the fish at any
lmmoper season.

it quize just and reasonable that on these grouunds the Bill ﬁ Hou. Col. SwasEr moved a positive fine of £3 in all cases.

| Hon. Mr. Hurcmxson moved that 1he fine should not exceed

His loner the PresipENT— It must be borne in mind that | five pounds or be less than tweuty shillings.

the Bill if it become law wiil affect, equally with the con-
gregation of St. Paui’s in Charlottetown, every other con-

| gregation of the Church of England throughout the Island. |

| Hon. Mr. PaLmER supported the wotion ; saying he wou!d
| go for the sliding scale.

The question having been put by his Ionor the Chairman,
on the tlon. Mr. lHutchinson’s motion, the Comumnttes divided

Ilon. Col. Swapey—We know not what is the general as follows:

wish of the congregation of the Church of England through-
out the Island; and this measure, for all that we know
about it, may have origirated in the solitary action of cne
individual. At all events it is quite clear that however it

very disrespectful to the Iouse.
Honor Mr. Hutchinson have leave to withdraw his motion.

Ilon. Mr. Parmer—I am not prepared to giv the House

change which it will effoet if it become law. Sisee the Bill
came before this llouse I have referred to that petition ;
but I find it does mot euter into or particularly assign
reasons why the change which it prays for should be made.

His Honor tae PresipExT —There 18 no petition of the kind
before us; and by a rule of this llouse, the 37th, we are
therefore withheld from taking up this Bill. The rule is this:
“ That no Bill, Resolution, .or other proceeding, founded on
any application addressed 1o the llouse of Assembly, be sus-
t:ned by the Council uniess an application to the same effect,

with such documents as may accompany the same, be also pre- |

sented to the Council in General Assembly.”’

[Ion. Cul. Swarev—I do not remember that this [ouse has
ever entertained a wmeasure of this kind unless they were moved
thereto by petition, or called upon to entertain by some mem-
ber of he llouse deputed for that purpose by the parties re-
quiring the passage of the Bull. [ think that with reference to
this Bill, this Board have not been treated by the parties who
have onginally moved in this matter with that respect and con-
sideration to which they are entitled ; and I wish it to go forth
that such is the opinion here entertained of their neglect of the
usual respectful modes of calling the attention of this House to
such matters. Flad his Honor Mr. Palmer, a member of the
congregation of St. Paul’s, nsen and said he was deputed te
bring tie Bi'l before the House and to take charge of it, his
having done so would have put a very different face upon the
business, and there would then hawve been little or no occasion
1o object to the House's entering upon it because they had not
been respectfully called upon by petition to do so. | have,
nowever, no objection lo the measure, and it shall receive no-
tiing like fuctious opposition from me.

Hon. Mr. Pavmer--The petition, sir, with which | have

Content—I[Ton Mr. Hu'chinson. Ilon. Mr. Palmer, ITon. Mr.

{ Craswell, Hon. Mr. Bagnall, Hon. Mr. Mclmyre, [lon. Mr.

| has originated the outside promoters of it have left it to be |
| brought under notice and consideration in a way which is |

To the Ionourable the Legislative Council of Prince | any particular iuformation upon the subject, further than |
| that the Bill originated from a petition praying for the|to be engrossed ; the Bill as aiended 10 be resd the third time

been made meqnuiuted, states that the holding of the enuuc!

| Walker —6.

Non-Content—His Honor the President, flon. Mr. Forgan,
| Hon. Mr. Johnson, Hon. Mr. Simpson —{.

Sc the Resolution was carried.

The House was then resnmed, and his [loror Mr. Walker

I therefore move that his | reported the Bill as amended.

T'ne amendmen, a3 followe, was then read ;

Folo 3. line 9,—afier * forfeit’’ sir.ke out ** the sum of £35.”
and insert ** a sum not exceeding £35, and not fess than £1.”

The said amendment was read the second time and ordered

|
|
|

on Monday next.
R. B. levixe, Reporter.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Tavrspay, Mareh 22,
AFTERNOON SITTING.

CIHARLOTTETOWN MARKET HOUSE.

The House went into Committee on the Bill to provide
a site for a Market Ilouse. The dificrent petitions on
the subject were read by the Chairmn, Mr. John Yeo.

Mr. BEER —The necessity for a new Market Hocse is so
universally admitted that no arguments are requisite on
that point. Wide differences of opinion, however, exist as
to the site; these are to be expected when we consider thas

rivate interests are involved in the decision. The presert
larket House, even if the situation were unoljectionable,
is entirely too small to afford the requisite accvmmodation
and iw nearly rotten. The City funds are in such state that
it canoot aford %o rebuild is. Sach ie the financial condi-
tion of the Corporation, that only a few weeks ago, the
Collecsor of taxes retwrned a list of 900 defaulters in the pay-
ment of sheir tazes for Jast yewr. The inhabitants of tie
City can not bear any increase 0 their present rate of as-
‘bu?ncnza The school, lead, and other sazes ::oat to
ut a00um@ 10 & jersan in oowparati small
business, while others awe called upos to pay £10 :t £i2.
The City has a claim upon she al revenue fur a matter
of this nature, for it pays into the Treasury about one
twelfth part of the whole revenue I trust that a majority of
members will recognizeits claimsby aa appropriation towards




