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Of Protests and

by Marko Peric

Editorial

Last week, UPEI students
marched to Province House. Al-
though the numbers were not spec-
tacular, one hundred and sixty
students is high by PEI standards.

Even the national media took notice

-- the CTV Evening News had a clip
of the protest in Charlottetown
sandwiched between reports from
Toronto and Montreal. .

All across the nation students
marched to their provincial legisla-
tures to voice their concerns as part
of a National Day of Action. Al-
though there was some violence in
Toronto, the protests were generally
peaceful. Even so, the message was
very clear -- students are fed up with
government cutbacks, particularly to
the Canada Health and Social Trans-
fer (CHST).

Governments are not the only
object of student ire. Big business,
especially banks, were also under
scrutiny. Since many large corpora-
tions are paying an inordinately
small amount of taxes, they are
partially responsible for the deficits
that have provoked cutbacks. One

aim of the protest was to encouragi
fairer taxation laws. By increasing
tax rates or by more efficient collec-

tion, cutbacks could be substantially

reduced or even eliminated.
Since all of the major banks
have made extravagant profits in
recent years, these institutions are
clear targets. When companies

make billion dollar profits and still

raise charges to customers, some-
thing is wrong. Most banks require
a minimum balance before waiving
service charges. Few students can
afford to keep hundreds of dollars
sitting idle, and now banks are
slashing student banking packages.
Canada’s big banks are screwing

over students. If we don’t speak up, @

the situation can only get worse.
Banks serve the public. They must
be held accountable for such things
as high service charges and prefer-

ential tax treatment. Events like the me
National Day of Action are one way  usi
~ of doing this. , o

This was the most successful
march held by UPEI students in

recent years. Hopefully it won’t be

Letters to the Editor

On the morning of Feb. 8, I was both amazed and appalled by what met me at the Belvedere Avenue enterance to the
university -- an angry bunch of Marriot employee protesters using physical force to keep any vehicle from entering or exiting
the campus. Might I ask why? I cannot see that we students are to blame for the pitiful low wages paid to Marriot employees.
When students are paying upwards of $3000 per year to attend this institution PLUS another $50 in parking fees, we SHOULD
NOT be barred from entering the parking lot for any reason. I’m sorry, but after that ridiculous display, the respect and sup-
port I had for the protestors in the beginning is now gone.

Yvonne Campbell
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