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McCallum Reveals Federal Liberals: Plans for 

the Spring 

   Nick Stewart 

News Editor    

National Revenue Minister John 

McCallum, fresh from a Liberal caucus 

meeting to discuss their priorities for the 
spring, visited UPEI last Friday and 

revealed the government’s plan for the 

spring session of parliament. 
McCallum said the Liberal 

caucus meeting in Fredericton last week 
went smoothly and was not dominated 
by the same-sex marriage issue, a claim 

many media outlets have been making. 

He told the crowd that he expected 

same-sex marriage legislation to be 
introduced this week. McCallum, who 

along with the entire cabinet will be 

supporting same-sex marriage 
legislation, said the issue has more to 
do with Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms and minority rights than the 
actual concept of same-sex marriage 
itself. 

If it were banned we would have 
to override the rights of this minority by 
using the not-withstanding clause, he 
said. “For the government and me, the 
Charter is sacrosanct. We need it to 

protect minorities from the tyranny of 
the majority.” 

McCallum said that same-sex 

matriage isn’t the most important issue 
that will arise in the spring, saying there 
are many other important initiatives 
planned for the spring, but the national 
media is solely focusing on the same- 
sex matriage debate. He told the crowd 
an upcoming foreign policy review is 

going to be very important. 

The main goals of our government 

are to increase the size of the army by 

5,000 and increase our [foreign] aid budget 
by 8 percent per year, he said. He added 

that how the government distributes foreign 
aid must change. We currently provide aid 
to 135 countries. In McCallum’s opinion 

this is too many and we need to focus our 

resources. 
McCallum said other important 

government initiatives this spring will be 

setting forth a plan to meet their Kyoto 
obligations and changes to immigration 
policy, which is currently plagued by 

excessive backlogs. 
Some students criticized the minister 

for Canada’s failure to meet its commitment 
to the UN to contribute 0.7% of its GDP 
to foreign aid. McCallum acknowledged 
the government’s failure to meet its foreign 
aid commitment but said that the foreign 
aid budget is growing by 8 % per year and 
will eventually achieve its goal. 

McCallum discussed various topics 

with students and faculty, and he gave a 
lecture on the Expenditure Review 
committee he is chairing. He told the crowd 
that their exercise is to find ways to save 

the government $12 Billion over 5 years. 
He emphasized that the size of government 
is not being cut and that the committee is 
instead looking to find money that is being 
spent on low priorities, which he claims, 
will result in a smarter government with 
more efficient spending. 
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DES POSSIBILITES DE CARRIERES 
OPPORTUNITIES A TEMPS PARTIEL 
Be part of our team and take pride in-your career. Inthe Faites parlie de féquipe de la Réserve des commurtcations. 
Canadian Forces Communication Reserve, we: Cest avec dignité et flerté que nous sommes: 
* Specialize in information technology * spéciaistes des technologies de finformation 
and radio communications et dela : 

-# Use state-oFtheart technology * 4a fine pointe de fa technologie 
“Wak eee ney tem sae sera See * experts en transmission numérique, en terminaux de 
optics and cutting-edge computers satelites, en fre optique et en informatique 

‘Take up the challenge of working in today’s Communication Relevez le défi dune carriére au sein de la Réserve des 
Reserve: Just look at what we offer you! ‘communications, Nous wous olfrons: 
* Awide range of career opportunities * de nombreuses possibiltés de caribres 
= Pracica endson hands-on experience * foccasion dapprendre en travailant 
* Help with paying for your education * de yous alder 8 payer vos études 
© Voluntary overseas missions * de participer & titre volontaire @ des missions & l’étranger 

f Le 721° Régiment des communications, 
721 Communication Regiment is hiring! Charlottetown, embauche en ce moment! 

Contact us at (902) 368-0162 -Commnuniquez avec nous. 
72i crrecrnit@torces.ge.ca or {902} 3680162 
Le gin load Cutan Zl errecrai@torces.gc.ca ou 

112, rue Brighton, A Charlottetown 

STRONG PROUD. DECOUVREZ VOS FORCES 
TODAY'S CANADIAN FORCES. DANS LES FORCES CANADIENNES. 

can www.forces.gc.ca 

BEST SUMMER JOB EVER! 

  

  

Join our team! Premier brother/sister camp located at the foothills of the Berkshire 
Mountains in Kent, CT. World class facilities located 2 hours to NYC, 4 hours to 
Boston. 200 acre facility includes waterfront activities, team sports, individual 

sports, outdoor adventures, extreme sports, performing and visual arts programs. 
Looking for staff who have a love for working with children and enjoy being a part 

of a team. Jobs available include specialty counselors, general counselors, 
office/secretarial staff, camp store staff and other administrative staff positions. 

E-mail tom@kencamp.com or Phone Tom Troche at 305-673-3310 
Browse our website at www.kenmontkenwood.com and fill out our application. 

Contact us if you would like to meet one of our staff on your campus.   
 


