
  
  

It kills ignorance. It kills hunger and 
poverty. And it kills feelings of despair 

and hopelessness for millions of men, 
women and children around the world. 

CODE's literacy programs make a 
difference in developing nations. 

So help kill the problems of illiteracy. 
Support CODE. 
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Yes, | want to help CODE right now. 
O Please send more information. 

Here is my donation of 
Oss Oss0 O75 Osi000s___ 
Name 
Phone # 

Address 

Province 

Postal Code Poke sete gi Fae eh 

Send your donation to CODE: 
321 Chapel St. Ottawa Ont. KIN 7Z2 

Fax: (613) 232-7435 
Hf you prefer to use VISA or MC call: 

1-800-661-CODE 
Registered Charity: 0369876-29-10 
Your donations are tax-creditable     

The Canadian Organization 
for Development through 
Education. Founded in 1959, 
CODE needs your help to 
continue to provide literacy 

CODE projects worldwide.     
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Mandatory Retirement: 

A Serious Mistake 
by Marko Peric 
  

Probably everyone has heard 
that UPEI has introduced some 
new rules regarding the retire- 
ment of professors. There is an 
early retirement package for 

faculty over the age of 55, and a 

mandatory retirement clause 
applying to those 65 and over. 
This means that a number of 
professors will not be returning 
next year. 

The current plan involves 
replacing the retiring instructors 
with sessionals, most of whom 

would only be here on nine month 
contracts. 

In this age of shrinking 

budgets, clearly UPEI has to cut 
costs in some areas. But this 
strategy is not a wise way to save 
money. Sessional instructors are 
paid less than tenured faculty, but 
the old cliche holds true -- you 
get what you pay for. There is no 
substitute for experience. 

This is not intended to slight 
those instructors whose Phd 

certificates are still warm -- many 
are good teachers. But it takes a 
wide variety of educators to 
create a quality institution. UPEI 
needs sixty year old profs just as 

much as it needs thirty year old 
ones. It’s sad when youth need- 

lessly displaces experience. 

  

  

What’s more, if these new 

sessionals are only here for one 
year, it will be difficult to have 
any sort of a relationship with 
them. After taking a class or two 
with a prof, a student can built a 

rapport with the instructor. It will 
be impossible to have any such 
relationship with someone who is 
only here for a single year. What 

_ would be the point of getting to 
know a professor who isn’t going 
to be around in the fall? 

With enrollment falling, 
UPEI is trying to build a good 
reputation. We already do poorly 
in the MacLean’ rankings. Gut- 
ting the ranks of tenured faculty 

certainly won’t help. 

These new rules are a seri- 
ous blunder. Hopefully the ad- 
ministration will see that it is a 
mistake before any more of our 
faculty are put out to pasture. 

Do you have an 

opinion that you want to 

express? Submit to our 

letters to the editor col- 

umn by dropping a letter 

off at room 06 Main, or 
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