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be £600 per annum; and the question’

being put thereon, it was carried. §
SALARY OF THE SUCCESSOR OF THE

presenT MasTeEr or TR Rorrs.—On

‘coimng to eonsider the salary of the suc-

pessor in office of the present Master of
Yhe Rolls, whose salary 18 fixed by Sta-
tute at £500 per anuumn, the hon. Solici-
tor General rose and eaid he would move
that the part of the clause, relating to the
reduction of . the salary of that function-
a-y's official successor be struck out.
He did so, becausea salary of £500 a
vear was, he thought,§the very lowest
which this colony or any other, having a
Legislature, could, with any regard to
propriety, offér that functionary, The
vlea of procuring a competent, indepen-
dent, impartial, Equity Judge for a less
annua! salary than £500, wuas excessively.
preposterous. £600 a year for the Chief
Justice and £300 a year for an Agsistant
Judge, being together £1100 per annum,
was an exceedingly low estimate for the
maintenance of the Judicatnre of the co-
fony. In other colonies, the revenues of
which as compared with their expenditure,
did not greatly exceed those (fthis Islane,
A Master of the Rolls was allowed as
much as £800 per annum, an Assistant
Judge £500 or £600, and the Chief
Jugtice £800. The question ought not to
be regarded as a party one; for the pro-
per, the independent, the impartial admin.
wiration of justice was of equal import-
ance to all. And be would remind the
House, that His Excellency, in his Mes-
sage, does not adinit of any interference
with the salaries permanent!y fixed by
Rratute, and makes non-interference with
euch #a'aries necessary tohis passiag the
Bl If, the efyie, they desired to see the
Bill becoming law, it behoved them to

iis Excellency. But independently of
2!l consideration of His Excelleney’s in-
structions on that head, he was at a loss
ro understand, how any reasonable man
could expect that a lawyer of sufficient
cxperience and capacity, eomhined with
sufficient respectability of profssionaland
private character, ecuid be-found willing
to ubanden his practice and emoluments
+t the bar, and accept of the office of
Alaster of the Rolls, conjoined with that
of Assistant Judge, for a less salary than
£300 a year. Me was ‘but a man of low
rrofessional character rnd limited prac-
t.¢e, whose protessional inaome fell mnuch
enort of £400°a vear; and should the an-
nual ealary of Master of the Rolis and
Agsistant Judge besreduced to £400, the
appointment might go a-begging, or the
#aat upon the bench be oecupied by some:
Ninny, too deficient in abilities to earn a
Tieslihood by his profession.  Our prac-
tiee, lives and properties might he depen-
dent upon hig decisions, and asa Chan-
cery Jodwe, his jndements might involve
ta¢ seenrity  or loss of property to the
vaiune of theusunds and thousands of
rannds. He heped there would be found
a{ficient sense i the commitiee, 1o de-
virmine the propriety of apponting sach
s salary to the office, as wight atford a
reasonnble hope of its beiny filled by a
mah of integrity and sufficient capasity;
tor all were eqnally concerned 1 the
aualifieation of such a fanctionary,

M:. €orgs rephed that, should the ma-
jority of the House consent to aliow the
additional £100, & earnestly sought for
by the Hon. Solienor General, he was.
ufraid, that it woold nots be long betore
the honorable and learned mewber him-
self'and his party, were found plaeing it
on the Dr. side of the majorily’s account.
wifiy the country rand quoting it against
thein r& a proof af their wam of evouo-
iy, Altheugh she Hon. Solicitor Geve-
ral seemed then @0 make very lizht ofa

salary of £400 a year; yet he (Mr. )|

would not be surarised should. it sowe
day appear that- the non. member wus
well dusposed 10 give the preference to
zach a certainty ruther than continue de-
pendent upon his ciiapee practice at the
Rar. Fhary however, nattered hittle to
e peoplest their concern was-—and the
daty of their reprosentatives was o see
i—that no eflicial sulury shonld bear an
undue propusiion, either to the daties of
the office, or to the public wieans. £400
was, 1n his opimion, qinte sufficient, both
as regarded vhe amount of otficial duty,
and the publi¢ ability todefray the salary.
“Pne duties ol the Muster of the Rolls and
Assistant Judge extended to the sittings
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of the Supreme Court,

the eourt of Chancery, ; and yet higsalary
was to be equal to that of other officials,
whose duties réquired their daily attention
and whose responsibilities were quite as
great ag those of that legal functionary.
As to the fear expressed by the Hon. Sol.
(;eneral, that no respectable member of
the Prince Edward Island Bar would ac-
cept the appointment for so trifling a2 Sa-
lary as £400 a year; yet it might,perhaps,
relieve the hon. and learned member
from his anxieiy and dread on that score,
to be iuformed that there was no scarcity
of lawyers in the neighbouring Provinces;
and that should this Colony be at a loss
for a Master of the Rolls, we might very
easly procure one from New Brunswick,
were the List of the members of the legal
profession extends to between 150 and
200.

Mr, LoNeworTn raid the Salary of a
Judge should be such as to place him
above the suspicion of being undaly in-
fluenced in his decisions ; and for a less
salary than £509 per annum, he did net
think that any fully competent Jawyer
would consent to. relinquish the emolu-
ments of his. professional practice. Sure
hie was that a less salary could not be re-
garded as any guarantee for integrity
and_independence in the exercise of ju-
dicial functions. It was indeed strange
conduct for men 1o propose a reduction of
a Judee's salary, so moderate as £500

currency,.or £350 sterling per annum, and
that when they must be very well aware,

that his duties aud responsibilities must
be on the increase; but, the wisdem or
propriety, of suclh.a step was what they
littie regarded, so long as it would look
well upon piper.and help them to gull

: ved the the people.
pay proper deference to that intimation of |,

Mr. Lasap thought the proposed salary
of £400 was nn ample remuneration for
the services to be performed fer it; aud
he would wote for no more.

Mr. Fraser said the extingtion of the

Court of Chancery was already contem-,

plated in Nova Scotia, and he hoped the
day was not fur distant when it would be
found advisable, and for the general good,
to dispense with its existence in this Co-
lony. Courts of chancery had long been

“proverbial for the evils of delay, and they
"ought rather o be named Courts of Pro-

crastination, than Courts of Equity.
The queation being then put, by the

‘Chairman, on the motian, of the Hon. Sol.

Genera), ** That relating to a veduction
of Salary, as respeets the official suecess-

‘or of the present Master of Rolls be struck

out.” it was jast: Messrs Douse, Long-
worth and Haviland, oMy voting with the
Hon. Solicitor General’in favonr of it.
“Mr. Conrs then moved; “That the
blavk left tor the amount of annnal salury
be filled vp with £400:" and the motien
being carried, the blank was filled up ac-
cordingly. . :
CoLanial SECRETARY. AND CLERS OF
T1E LXECUTIVE COUNCIL.

Mr. LonewonrTa moved that the Offi-

ces ot Colonial Secretary and Clesk of
the Executive Council be combined, as.in

Nova Scotia, which, with respect 1o, poli-
ticel movements, appeared to be the guid-
ing Star of the Majoaity. ' .

Mr. Corvsreplied that the duties of
the two offices were incompatiole.  The
Colonial Seeretary was, 1f uot of necess-
ity, at least very properly, a Member ol
the Bxecutive Council 3 whist the clerk.
was 1he sepvant of that bedy. It wus,

therefare, very clear that the same indivi-.

dual could net, with propriety, act u both
capacities, ‘Fhe combmauon  proposed
by the mnjority was. that ofi the clarkships
of the BExeeutive and Legisiative Coun
cils, 9

ta combme the Ofices of Calonial Secre-
tary and Clerk of the Executive Council.
The Colonial Secretary wouid have n
seat at the Mxecative Board, and 1t wonld
also be requisite that heshould be a mem-
ber af the Lecislature: und lis. freedom
of actian 1n erher capagity, ought not: to
be mipeded by the obhgatious afservitude.
dt had w!ways appeared to hitr very -
‘proper, that ap Adviser of the Goveraor
‘should be the Clerk of ins Counerl; and
have an individual intersst in proceed-
ings of that Body. But, independently
of the considerstion of that impropriely,
he thought that it wonld be found the Co-
lonial Secretary had quite voough to do,

Mr. Pops said it would not be prudent |
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and occasio nﬂy‘tol without having imposed upon him * the

discharge of the dutieg of Clerk of the
Esecutive Council.

“I'hequestion being then put on Mr.
Longworth’s motion, it wes lost; there
being only six in favour of it; viz: Mr.
Longworth, Mr. Douse, Mr. Haviland,
Mr. Yeo, Mr. Montgomery, and the Ion.
Sol. General.

SaLaRY oF THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY
AnND Roap CORRESPONDENT,

Mr. Lonrp said, that if the duties of Road
Correspondent were to be diecharged by
the Colonial Secretary, and for the one
salary, he would not think £450 too much,
if not, he would not go for a larger salary

than £400.
Mr. €orrs explained that when Mr.

Lord, in a former Session, expressed his
determination to vote for mo more than,
£400, he was not aware of the contempla-
ted unien of the two offices ; nol having
been in his place when that inention
was stated; but whenhe (Mr. Lord)
agreed that £450 would not, in such a
case, be too large a salary.

Hon. Mr. Trorxrtox thoughtthat if the
duties of Road correspondent were to be
combined with those of the Colonial Se-
cretary, & salary of £450 a year would

not be too much. Phe union of the two |

Offices would.no doubt, occasion a con=i-
derable increase in the amount of public
duties, to the Colonial Seeretary ; but it
would ‘be a great: saving of time and
trouble to persons from the country,when
they shouldbe able to transact their road
business in one office, withont having to
run back wards and forwards between two ;
and 1t-would be nothing mere than fair
that the officer discharging the duties of
the two departments, for the convenience
ofihe publie, should be adegnately remu-
nerated for the additiomn) amount ofspub-
lic service performed by him, in cense-
qitence of the union of duties.

Mer. Lorp sawd, that having thovght
over the questien ngainhand taken into
consideration, that ithe House had been
forced to grant the pensions against. their
will, be would move that the dnties of
Road Correspondent should be perform-
ed by the Colonial Seeretary; and that
his salary for discharging the duties of
both offices be £400.

Mr. CrLarg waspot prepared to vate
for more than £400, which be nnderstood
to be the salary previously agreed to by
the majority.

Mr. Cores wag eurprised that the hon.
member (Mr. Clark) conld'have so under-

 stood the intentions of the majority ; tor

be (Mr. Ccl2s) was sure, that it had been
distmetly stated taat the office of Road
Correspondent shou!d be connected with
that-of the Colonial Seeretary, and that
the salury for the verformance of the
united -duties should be £450.

Mr. Porr ironically observed, that per-

haps the best way would be to put the |

office vp to tender: and give it tothe
Jowast bidder. Surely hon. members
were very well aware that the Colonial
Secretary would have to employ a com-
petent Clerk, 1o whom he would have to
pay £100. £120 or £150a year; for no
competent and otherwise eligible ndi-
vidua! conld be expected todischarge the
duties. which would develve uponshim, as
a Clerk of the Colonial Necretary, for
Jess.  Under the Responsible system, the
the Colonial Secrelary would be required
to have a seatin the Legislature gy and»os
durineits sittings he would be almost
wiwollyecenpied with his legislative duties,
it was very clear, thatthe services ofra
Clerk, and avery. competent ane - tou.
would be requized in his Office. - What
hen, should the Colomal Secret:py’s sa-

Jary be tixed at £100, wonld be left him, |

us a reqsoneration for his services, and an
incowe whereby to supnort hunself
thut degree of nnquestion: b evespect:bili-
tv which ought to be wseparuble from an
office so inmed:ately connected with Her
Majesty’s Representative in the Oolony 7

Such mistaken econowmical reductions or |

cuttine down . of saluries were actoally
degrndmg, andscalculuted to bring dis-
cred: on the Colony, 1t ought to be re-
membered that.in tixing the salaries to
Pabdlic Officers, hon. members were uot
voting for a party; for under t:hq” oner-
ation of the Responsible System, offices
would not be patented either to individ-.
uals or party; but the holders of them
would chiange with every great change of

public opinion concerning the Govers-
men!. The respectability which ought te
attach to_any office, ought to be taken ae
a guide in determining the amount of sa
lary.

Mr. Davies moved that, to Coloma!
Secretary, the words , “and Road Cor
respondent” be added; that there nught
be no room for misapprehension, 6% o the
nature or extent of the duties to be per-
formed for the salary to be attached to the
Office of Colonial Secretary.

The question was thep put on Mr
Lord’s motion that the salary be £400 pes
annum, which was carried, 12 voting for
1t.

Saraxy of Resisrran and Kgxrxn of
Praxs. On metion by Mr. Cowks, the
annual salary of this Officer was fixed ai
£200.

Savary of the Crerk of the Couscivs.
On motion by Mr. CoLgs, it was agreed
that to any person who shall hereafter be
appointed Clerk of the Executive and
Legirlative Councils, there shall be paid
the annual salary of £120.

t The House then resumed.
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Toesday, May 13, 1S5l

(" Mr. WaeLan's second Letter 1o
his constituents will appear in our pext
issue.

(IZ7® We trust our readers wil] excuse
the little delay which.occurs in the neue
of “ The Examiner.” We shall make
amends for all this so soon as the Legis-
lature be prorogued.

(7" The Legislature will be prorogued '
by His Excellency the Lieut. (Governor
on Thursday next.

——

The steamer Rose brought the wusual
Mnils from the colonies and the United
States, on Sunday evening last. Ths
papers furnished contain little or no it ..
telligence. '

THE LAND QUESTION.

Wr cive below the Despateh from the .
Colonial Office, laid before the Houvse of
Assembly, during the past week, in e,
ference to the “Land question,” ont of
which the Obstructives have been bnsy
in endeavouring to create for fiemselves
a stock of political capital. It s 2 com-.
plete demolition of the monstronsly absurd”
 fabrication, that the House of Assembly
“are ebliged to abandon the question of the
Land tenure, in order to procare the in-.
| trodnetion of Responsible Governt.ent.
In this Desparch the Colonial Mimster.
has certainly 1ssued his fiut against Es-.
cheacy but upon that subject public opir=
ion, in this lelavd, has long been at re¢r.
Earl Grey does not, however, seek u‘»;
prevent the Legislature or Government -
from enfertaining any other question i
reference to the Laud. OUn the Cx;nirary:j
his dordehip iuvites onr aitention 1o they
 pecessity of effecring some amicable ar-s
rangement between Landiord nnd Tenant,
z;sud récounneads the Liestenant Governor
to give his “hest assistance wi'h a view
to passing any legislative measures which
%xmy, be required to complete such ar-
fancenent.” e
e Bill to lessen the expenses in cases .
of Distraint, and the B! {rommonly"
ltalled the One-ninth Bill,) to iix the rate
of Rents reseived in sterling, both of
hich have passed the two Branches of:
the Legislature, and will, we presume,
receive llis Excellency’s assent,—are
stil] stronger refutations of the si'ly false-




