New strategy of hate groups is to infiltrate the mainstream

By Brenda Goldstein (CUP)
Hate groups are undergoing a revival, capitalizing on the
discontent of youth and a new friendlier image.

**They’ve shifted their focus because they’re dying out.
They knew that if they didn’t get a great infusion of young
blood, they would go the way of the dinosaur,’’ says Bernie
Farber, national director of community relations at the Cana-
dian Jewish Congress.

Farber has been researching hate groups in Canada for
more than 10 years. When he began his research, he says Nazis
were a dying breed -- mainly groups of senior citizens. He says
the average age has dropped drastically since 1989.

**The numbers have not changed, but the shift in image
is startling. It’s a serious red flag that society is going to have
to wake up and listen to,”’ he says.

Detective Dino Doria of Metro Toronto police’s hate
crimesunit agreesthe ages of those committing crimes has gone
down. ‘‘The average person who commitsa hate crime is under
20 years old. In the U.S. [and Europe] it’s 17,’’ he says. Doria
describes offenders as young people who feel disconnected.
Racist movements give them a chance to be accepted into a
group.

Warren Kinsella is a former journalist and executive
assistant to cabinet Minister David Dingwall and author of the
book, Web of Hate. Kinsella says home-grown hate groups have
learned the lessons of the past, and are paying particular
attention to youth’s feelings of being marginalized and disen-
franchised.

He says the rise of skinheads in Britain is similar to our
own situation. ‘‘In 1967-68, the National Front started recruit-
ing young skinheads. They were from a class that was
chronically unemployed and had nowhere to go. They were
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frustrated with politicians, and frustrated with unemploy
ment,”’ says Kinsella.

’’The same thing ishappening here. It wasn’t until 1983,
89 that Terry Long, Wolfgang Droege....started bringing thes
people in. Overnight the ranks of the Canadian racist movemey
were rejuvenated by hundreds of young skinheads.”’

But it is not only skinheads that are being drawn i
Farber says the current generation is an attractive target be.
cause it is not expected to do better than its parents. Angry,
frustrated youth looking for reasons for their bleak future ar;
easily manipulated.

"*There are a lot of scared kids out there. It says they are
more vulnerable,’’ he says. ‘‘How do we reach young people,
when economically they aren’t sure if they are going to getg
Jjob, and here comes a soft-spoken, reasonable man -- Wolfgang
Droege --with a formula for their ills?”’

Kinsella says it is no accident that people like Malcon
Ross and Jim Keegstra are teachers in the education system. He
says they are there to recruit young people.

"’It’sadeliberate attempt to reach a young audience who
is not critical, and naive,’’ says Kinsella.

Doria says groups have not changed -- their tactics have,
Hate now comes in a glossy package with its true message
disguised in moral,principled tones.

‘““They have to go with the 90s and the legalities
involved. The main thing is promoting hate in a ‘PR’ mode;
They don’t ‘‘hate’’ anymore; they are there to promote their
rights.”’

According to Kinsella and Farber, racist leaders like
Wolfgang Droege of the Heritage Front and Don Andrews of
the Nationalist Party of Canada realized in 1989 that they had
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IHE ALACE WHERE BREAKHASE WAS BORN
(Breakfast served al day)

The friendiiest staff in town invites al
university students to Smitty’s.
Breakfast Specials 630am-1t00am
1 Egg. Choice of Bacon. Ham or Sausage
served with your choice of
toast and hashbrowns. or pancakes,
wihabomme&eomsgzgmysmodfea

2 Eggs. choice of Bacon. Ham. or sausage,
served with your choice of
toast and hashbrowns. or pancakes.
and a bottomiess cup of coffee.
$349
Al Omelettes $500
Try our great Mexican Omelette!

Lunch Specials served daily from tlam t 4pm.
Daiy specias start at $495
including dessert. tea or coffee.
We invite all students to try
our scrumptious soup anck salad ber
-all you can eat for $575
We also feature great evening specials which offer
soup and salad. main entree. dessert, and tea/Coffee.
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Study on the French Riviera [8]iit

1
Please send more

information!

on a Canadian campus near Nice.

Spring (May to June, six wecks.) Federal and Provincial student aid available.

Direct line (705) 673-6513 S
Canada-wide Toll Free 1-800-387-1387
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Earn up to one full year transferable Canadian university credits

The Université canadienne en France offers courses in English.or French. NO FRENCH LANGUAGE
SKILLS NECESSARY. Three semesters: Fall (September to December); Winter (January to April);

Mediterranean Sed

Name

Address

City

Province

Postal Code

Telephone

For more information contact the
Université canadienne en France
Laurentian University

Sudbury, Ontario P3E 2C6
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Avoid financial riun. Advertise in the X-Press

While you are sitting here, idly reading this, your main competitor is calling
the X-Press to place their ad. As a result, thier business is booms due to the
patronage of our thousands of loyal readers. Meanwhile, your business sinks
slowly but surely into oblivion.
Call before it is too late!

566-0629
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