!'-Suﬁ_ Spots Play Tricks On
~ Ham Operators And Police

EDMONTON (CP) — The sun.
spots are on the rampage again,

= bringing joy to amateur radio en-
thusiasts and confusion tp some |had

police wireless departments,

Sunspots enter a period of in-
tense activity every 11 years and
the present cycle regches its peak
next year. They cause eruptions
of _electrically - charged gases
e Tl B
surrou! earth,
strange tricks with wireless trans-
missions.

The Royal Canadian Mounted
Police here report they are hear-
ing messages from as far away as
Quebec, although their radio
equipment has a normal range of
less than 100 miles.

Quebec turn is receiving Ed-
monton ‘cills, as well as some
originating in France. And in
Vancouver, police say they are
monitoring poliece broadcasts
from many parts of the United
States.

PUZZLES FOR OPERATORS

“It's all very cenfusing,” said a
Vancouver police official. ‘‘Some
of the car numberf in the United
States are the same as ours.”

Commercial firms are also hav-
ing troubles. At Hinton, Alta,, an
oil company’s car “34" got caall
to report to a certain location. The

driver had never heard of ' the
place. Investigation showed an oil
company in Corpus Christi, Tex.,
been calling,

Meantime, amateur operators
are having a wonderful time, One
operator in Edmonton says he has
worked with 191 countries, an-
other, 137 countries, since last
March. Distance is no problem,
They’ve had eontact with their
counterparts in Cambodia, the
Antaretie and a group of Russian
explorers en a floating iceberg at
the North Pole.

Scientists at the University of
Alberta say the cycle has oc-
curred every 11 years in the 100
years since records have been
kept. At its peak next June, as
part of the world-wide work being
done in the International Geophys-
fcal Year scientists will make spe-
cial studies of the sun-spot cycle.

Whatever the scientific findi
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Destroyer Escort To
Be Launched Nov. I5

° MONTREAL CP) — The new
anti-submarine destroyer escert
Ste. Croix, will be laynched ai
Sorel, Que,, Nov. 15, it was an-
npunced from Royal Canadiap
Navy headquarters here Sunday

Liner Ascania Heads
For Breaker's Yard

MONTREAL (CP)—The Cunard
liner Ascania is due to leave here
Wednesday on her last voyage to
Southampton — and a breaker's
yard.

Decision to end the liner's 81-
year career was announced re-
cently by the Cunard Steamship
Co. She made her maidep voyage
to Montreal May 22, 1925.

long-distance wireless operators
are enjoying the unusual condi-
tions, Long - distance transmis-
sions are hounced down from lay-
ers of electrified gas in the upper
atmosphere, leaping from one
layer to another and reaching an
earth - bound set perhaps thou-
sands of miles away, With the in-
creased sunspots charging the up-
per at here a radio tr i

sion can arrive almost anywhere.

total of 92.

The homes will be used by eos-
struction workers during the re-
mainder of the building’ program,

They will then be sold to Eski
and Indians planning to live in Ak-
lavik.

Among present - day Indians ef
Guiana a dead hunter's favorite
dog is slain and buried along with
him.
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chen says he has received several
offers but had so far made up
decision. X
“‘One thing I'm certain I'm not
going to do is sit with my hands
in my lap,” says Col. Balchen
who still retains a Norse accent.

He was born in Tyeit, Norway, | Stal

87 years ago.

Col, Balchen began his Aretic
flylng career as pilot and en-
gineer for explorer Roald Amund-
sen in 1926, He flew over
the pole with Admiral Byrd’s first
Antaretic expedition in 1928.

Col. Balchen is known in Can-

ors reached Fogo Island safely,
He was in the Antarctic from
1833 ta 1935 then went home to
Norway where he remained until
1089 when he went to fly for the

3 Pairs $1.90

Finns against the Rusians. He| , '

was with a mission to the United
tes to buy weapons for Nor-
way when the Germans Invaded
his' country. He joined the Royal
Alr Force, was stationed in the
Far East, transferred to the
United States Air Force in 1941
and worked with the office ,of
strategic services flying supplies
into Norway and flying out men
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