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Lerors taking leave f Dr. Tupper, it
way be well to cite his opinion respecting

Jiferential duties’—so strongly advocated

by Sir A. T. Galt, and so vigorously seouted

b.\' the Patriot and other (rit anthorities.

We quote at length :

Hon. gentleman opposite said: “You can
not meet the difficulty ; your position is a
peeuliar one ; the people of Canada cannot
choose their fiscal policy. There is a power
above and beyond us which controls our ac-
tion, and, if we wanted to day to have a differ-
ent tariff with the United States and Great
Beitain, it would be refused.” I join issue
with the hon. gentleman, and say the time ha:
come when I believe it is not only the duty of
Canada to have a Canadian policy, but 1 be-
lieve they will meet with no_difficulty what-
ever in carrying out a Canadian policy. Have
we not had differential duties ? 1 would like
to know what the tea duty was, if it was not
differential, if it did not operate on tea coming
from the United States vy differently from
what it did on the tea that came from KEng-
land? [ want to know, when the National
Policy was carried in the Honse, whether we
had not a differential tariff; and if he looks in
the Statute Book he wili find that, when we
proposed to have a duty on salt, we exempted
in the ect, we specifically exempted all salt
coming from Great and all British possessions
anywherere. The hon. gentleman will find
that policy has been fairly conceded as far as
the Imperial Government was concerned ; but
there 1s a mode of meeting the question, which
T am satisfied would avoid any difficulty what-
ever. The hon. gentleman shakes his head,
but I will give for it as lngh an authority as he.
Sir A. T. Galt, in the speech to which 1 have
referred, pointed cut that it was not only the
daty of this country to protect Canada against
unfair competition on the part of the United
States of America, but he pointed out-—and he
expressed himself as having entertained no
doubt about it, and he is certainly as well
qualified to express such opinion as any man
iu this country whatever—that there would
uot be slightest objection on the part of the
Imperial Government to have the policy
adopted. I say that this policy could be ad
opted—a revenue policy or such a policy with
relation to goods from Great Britain or from
British posscssions as the necessities and the
fiscal policy of Canada indicated, and another
tarifi fof all the rest of the world. That would
apply only to the United States practically,
because our imports from other portions of
the world are almost uniformly articles upon
which there are specific and not «ad valorem
duties, and we could adjust that in the in-
tepests of Canada as we pleased. [ have no
doubt that this would meet the ouly serious
difficulty represented by the hon. gentleman
opposite as_standing in the way of ‘a true
Cgnadian policy, and one that those who wish
to see Caitadian enterprise and Canadiau in-
dustries flourish, feel it is time that the coan-
tr§ should grapple with earnestly and deal
with as 1 have mentioned.
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Assessment Act.

Tur question of Land Assessment, which
%as created so much agitation in the Prov-
ince during the last year, is the subject of
uonsiderab%e discussion—occasioned by the
amendments to the measure introduced in a
Bull submitted by the Government to the
Legislature. That the measure passed last
Session would beceme intensely unpopular,
aily person, especially those who were inti-
mately connected with the practical work-
ing of the old law, easily foresaw. Had the
Government, previous to the passage of the
aew Act, descended from the lofty and ele-
vated pedestal upon ' which they en-
sconsed themselves, to consult the opinions
of any of the old Collectors, who, from their
connection with the Assessment Law, were
acquainted with the sentiments of the coun-
try, they would have been told by those
officers—and that without any claim to pro-
phetic vision on their part——what the in
evitable results of such a measure would be.
The country was prepared for additional
taxation. And however unjust and unfair
political theorists like the unworthy dis-
ciple of " Mills” might mmagine such a
coppse to be, had they simply doubled
the amount collected under the old Act,
with the addition of a more smumary meth-
od of colleeting arrears, there would hardly
have been the slightest objection to the
measure throngheut the Island. Not that
we. imagine that to be the most

uitable course; but we decidedly

ym  that it would, under all cir-
cumstances, be the most judicious and
popular. 1f the country was satistied, their
representatives ought certainly to be satis-
fie. In the proposed alterations they have
virtually endorsed these remarks by falling
back upon some of the chief provisions of
the old law; and yet the main principles
which rendered that law so popular forms
no part of their amendments. The wisest
cotirse for the Government to have pursued
in the dilemma in which they were placed
by the universal feeling of opposition to
their famous experimental bantling, would
haye been to have repealed the Act for the
present year, and the next Session substi-

tuted such a measure as the most dierpers- |
|

enced Tax Collector might have devised.

The statement made, by some in
House last Session that a sum equivalent to
the amount contemplated under the new
Aet would be raised by merely doubling the
old Land Tax, was not only denied, but
that demial was confirmed by misstatements
relative to the amount contributed by pro-
prietovs.  The object of the reckless asser-
tations then made were, if possible, to jus-
tify the Government in the introduction of
their new measure. The amount collected
under the old Act, for the year 1876, was
$14,744.528 Simply doubling this wonld
make §29,489.04, = The sum realized under
the new Act—less expense of collection,
&c.—is £24,413.06. The arrcays uncollect-
ed from last year amount to §3,195. "If we

1
‘..';l‘

e e e e et

|

52,359.98 lgss than what would be raised by
merely doubling the amount of the Old Land
Tax.

Now, let us see what is the amount rea-
lized, per hundred acres, under the so-called
“ Poor Man’s Act” in this county. In the
23 Townships we calculate there is about
144 000 acres of land, liable to Assessment,
based upon a caleulation of 10,000 acres to
sach Township,-—apart from Government
land.s The sum levied upon these lown-
ships is #15,054.25, or an average upon
tand of all quelities and value, of §3.734
per hundred acres. The probability isthat,
\f the exact number of acres were ascertain-
\d, this amount would be nearer $4. Inde-
pendent of the complicated, expensive and
wrassing nature of the new Act,we have in
the figures above suflicient reasens for its
unpopalari'y. —Cow.
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Absolutism Triumphing.

Tue Patriot reports that ‘¢ the prospects
f Mr. Joly’s party in Quebee, are good” (7)
I'hen ““ Responsible Government” is likely
to prove a failure in this ‘* Canada of
oura.’
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Imponding Calamity.
& o

Tue Patriot announces that ** the Oppo-
sition is growing feebler day by day.”
terrible fate evidently awaits the Opposi-

proportionally stronger. Its majority has
steadily increased from a hundred and fifty
or so to 37. In the language of a classic
writer, ““ poor, weik Opposition !’
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The Mails.

the Post Office Inspector this forenoon :--
Picrov, April 6.
Just landed with all mails. Steamer nine
miles from here by land and ice. Strong and
steady northeast wind. Heavy continuous ice
in all directions. Leave at once for steamer

with mails to date.
J. CARMAN.

‘PROVINGIAL LEGISLATURE.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
SATURDAY, April 6.

House iu Committee to consider ‘‘Assess
ment Amendment Act”-Dr, Robeartson in
the Chair, : ,

Mr. Carorx said that before the Bill was
reported agreed to, he desired to introduce a
clanse to limit the amount of tax levied £6 the
amount expended tipon the public ‘read«  He
introduced the following clause :—

“No assessment shall be aulhoriZed to be
levied or collected under the authority of this
Aet, or the Act hereby amended, for any one
year, exceeding the amount voted for such
year, for expenditure upon the public roads.”

Mr. ARSNEAUX said it was evident that Mr.
Calhoun did not like the law. He evidently
thought something ought to be dome. The
amendment he introdueed, however, would not
be of any practical value. The Government
termed the resolutions passed by the people
last vear “‘silly resolutions,” but the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. Calkoun might be more
fitly termed a “‘silly amendment.” Mr. Cal-
houn had not, apparently, much confidence in
the Government.

Hon. Mr. Lerurcy said he thought the
amendment proposed by Mr. Calhoun very just
and fair. If it were carried it would very
much go to satisfy the people of the country,
because they would be assured that whatever
they paid would be expended npon the roads of
the country. He also defended the amend-
ments proposed by the Government, and said
that, in his opinion, the assessment could not
be dispensed with. ;

Mr. Coxroy said the feeling prevailed in the
conntry last year was that no city man should
represent the country; and the feeling was, to
a great extent, awakened by the fact that
¢'harlottetown and the other towns were re-
lieved from Provincial taxation. The proposed
change might, perhaps, soothe the country.

Mr, MeMinrax said the amendment, as it
appeared to him, would not do either ‘good or
harm. The Government might repeal it next
year.

Mr. Ricuarpssaidhe thoughttherecould not
be any objection to the amendment. It would
satisfy the country that their money would
not be expended upon the towns.

Mr. Mcisaac said that the towns and vil-
lages would all be incorporated soon, and they
would all, then, be exempt from taxation.

Mr. SrEAKER thought their was not much
danger that the towns and villages of the
Island wounld apply for incorporation ; for if
they did they would lose the annual Provincial
Grant for wharfs, roads, ete. He contended
that the Government hadno morepower,under
the present Assessment Act, than they had
under the Old Land Assessment Act. e be-
lieved the country approved of the principle
that the wealihiest men should pay the most
tax; and he thought that the amendments of
this session, would give general satisfae-
tion.

Mr. WELsH said that if each County were
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to become incorporated, the Government conld
repeal the Assessment and afford to give them
twenty-thousand dollars a year.

Mr. McKay moved the following reso-
Intion in amendment :—

“ That the 60th clanse of the ‘‘ Assessment
\ct, 1877,” be struck out, and that the follow-
ing be inserted :—*“All the provisions contain-

od in the ** Assessment: Act, 1877,” and the |

. amendments thereto, shall apply to the city
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of ¢ Charlottetown,” the ‘¢ town of Summer

|side,” and all other towns and villages here-

after to be incorporated.’

Mr. FARQUHARSON
tion.

Me. ArsENEAUX said that when we levy for
education, we shoald levy on towns and vil
lages alike. - They all participated in the bene-
fits. He opposed the Assessment in toto.

Mr. CartsoUs contended that his resolution
would be a guard, and would tend to satisfy
the })eople of the conntry. He forsaw thatthe
machinery of the Act must be amended.

Hon. L. H. Davizs said the country had
obtained $33,000; and 16w Mr. McKay came

seconded the

deduct, exi’cm"i"’f__ c(.JIIect‘ion from this ba- | iy with 4 “robbery amendment” to tax Char-
lance, it leaves $2,716, which sum added to  jottetown to the extent of “810,000 and ‘not
’give her one ecent in return. Did the hon.

the amount already collected, gives $27,-
129.00, as the net sum realized from the

gentleman know he was propesing an  “‘organ-

# New Assessment Act” for last year, or ‘iZed I‘Obbf:l')'"? _
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ion. Of conrse the Government is getting |
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Mr. WELsH protested against Mr. McKay's
amendment, as an act of spoilation and “‘Com-
munism.”

Hoa. Mr. Arszsnavx eontended thatthe
new Assessment took the place of the old land
tax, which wassavowedly levied to provide
free education. As this was the fact, and as
the towns received equal advantages-— ol
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rather more than equal advantages- from the
Free Education s¥stem, they should, of right, |
be subject to the assessment. {
Mr. L. McDoxarp had the floor, when
Hon. L. H. Davigs said the hon. gcntlcnmu]
must bring his remarks to a close, as the Com- |
maittee must rise. - |
Mr. L. McDoxaup moved that the Com-|

\
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mittee report progress and ask leave to sit

again,
Hon, Mr. Davins insisted that the question
must be put. :

Mr. TArouuagsox made a few hurried re-
marks.

T'he motion in amendment was then put and
lost. The resolution submitted by Mr. Cal

houn passed,
BREBIRES

Decline in Timber Exports.
- |

How the lumber and timber trade has|
been effected in the diffierent Provinees, by
commercial depression, will be apparent in
the Monetary Times by the followimg state-
ment of the exports of those articles made
by each of them during the past five years:

Tup following dispatch was received by

| for Mareh.

resolu- |
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Tha greatest decline of the last two years
took place in the shipments from Ontaria,J
and this is accounted for by the fact that no
lumber is sent direct from Ontario ports ex-
cept to the United States. A considerable
portion of the exports nominally from Que-
bec are produced in Ontario, and ‘raited
down the St. Lawrence to Quebec city for
shipment to Lurope and elsewhere.
———— -

Poe Reciting ‘“ The Raven.”

Onee, in discussing ‘“The Raven,” Poe
observed that he had never heard it cor-
rectly delivered by even the best readers—
that is, not as he desired that it should be
read. That evening, a number of visitors
being present, he was requested to recite
the poem, and complied. His impressive de-
livery held the company spell-bound, but in
the midst of it, I, happening tc glance to-
ward the open window above the level roof
of the greenhouse, beheld a group of sable
faces, the whites of whose eyes shone in
strong relief against the surrounding dark-!
ness. These were a number of our family
servants, who, having heard much talk
about ““Mr. Poe, the poet,” and having but
an imperfect idea of what a poet was, had
requested permission of my brother to wit-
ness the recital. As the speaker became
more impassioned and excited, more con-
spicuous grew the circle of white eyes, until
when at length he turned suddenly toward
the window, and, extending hiz arm, cried,
with awful veliemmence,— s
“(ret theé back into the tempest, and the

night’s Plutonian shore !” :
there was a sudden disappearance of the sa-
ble visages, a scufiling of feet, and the gal-
lery audience was gone. Ludicrous as was
the incident, the final tonch was given when
re ‘ ¥
at that moment Miss Poe, who was an ex-
traordinary character in her way, sleepily
entered the room, and with & dull and
drowsy deliberation seated herself on her
brother’s knee. He had subsided from his
excitement into a gloomy despair, and now,
fixing his eyes upon his sister, he con-
cluded :
“ And the raven, never flitting, st:ll is sitting,
still is sitting,
On the pallid bust of Pallas, just iabove my
chamber door ;
And its eyes have all the seeming of a demon
that 18 dreaming—"

The effect was irresistible ; and as the|
final ‘“nevermore’> was solemnly uttered,
the half-suppressed titter of two very young
persons in a cornér was responded te by a
general laugh. Poe remarked quietly that |
on his next delivery of a public lecture he
would “‘take Rose along, to act the part of
the raven, in which she seemed born to ex-|
cel.”—Mrs. Susan Archer Weiss ; Nevibuer

RS TR b L

Severar of the posthumous works of 3.
Thiers are shortly to be published, namely :
A complete history of the financial nego-
tiations concluded with Gerinany,” ““Frag-
ments of the history of the reign of Loms
Philippe,” ““Detached episodes of the Presi-
dency of M, Thiers,” *¥Th
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- At Pwelve ¢'clock.
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FEYIE Commissioners of the Stock Farm will
offer the fnl!owing; Prizes for Fat Cattle
on TUESDAY, April 16th, at 12 o'clock,

noon :—
Best animal on Exhibition, £10 00
Best Fab-Ox, 9 €0
2nd hest da., 7 00
Best Pat Steer, not over 3 years old, 6 00
2nd best do., do., 4 00
Best Fat Cow, § 00
2nd best do., 6 00
Best Pair Sheep, Ewes or Wathers, 5 00
2nd best do., do., 3 00

Anentrance fee of 50 cents will be charged

bair of sheep.
Entries to be made with the Secretary on or
before Tuesday, the 16th April, at 11 o'clock.

SALE OF A\—’RSHIRE BULL.

The" Services of the Ayrshire Bull will be
sold @b Auwction immediately after the Cattle
Show. "
{  SIMON W. CRABBE,

Secretary to Stock Farm Com'ys.
April 6—3aw

METHODIST HISSIONS.

rl‘diji Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting, under
tHe auspices of the 8§, 8. Branch

METHODIST MISSIONARY SOGCIETY,

~—WILE BE HELD ON--

Sunday Evening, April Tih,

— AND——

1 w5y L,
Monday Evening, April il
On Sunday Sermons will be preached in the
Brick Charch at 10.30 a. m., by
KRev. GEORGE STERLE,
and at 6.30 p. m., by

Rev, J. F. BETTS ;
an< in the Second Methodist Chureh, at 10.30
a. m., by
Rev. 3. ¥. BETTS,
‘ and at 6.39, . m., by
Rev., GEGRGYE STEDZLE,
”, whnal  Publia  Moatd
The Amnusl FPublic Iesting
on Monday evening will be addressed by sev-
eral young men in connection*with the Subbath
School, and also by-the Rev. J. F, Betts; of
Summerside. The chair will be taken by the
Rev. John Lathern, at 7.30 p. m. F
~ Singing will be coaducted by the Sabbath
School Chaoir.

The Communists,”’ and’ an’dn-
complete work entitled “History of human. |
ity in_its relations to ‘the worid.” There |
will also shortly appear a chronological and
methodical collection of his speeches and
reports. . All will be edited hy MM,

sembly,” ‘‘Th
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CANS PEACHES, PINEAPPLES'

e

HOY/ COAL! COALL

NOR SALE, ,

: /:&_h(‘)[v'l‘ 380 Tons Gowrie Mines Fi
s &

TUESDAY, APRIL 16,

CHAL, a superior article for use
use and Steam purposes.  Will be sold cheap 7

g
for Cash. Hi§d «

April 41 WM. KOUGHAN, -

GROCERY

& TP ¥

Cor. Great George & Kent Sts.

TEHE i@ubicri‘uexl‘) lVj\'ishes; to inform his friends
and the public generally that he sti
keeps on hand a choice nssurtmyent- of g

uroceries and Provisions,

AT IIS ©LD STAND,

and will be pleased to have them ecall and

inspect for themselves.
ON H?&ND, :
19 CHESTS OONGOU TEA, -
(““New Season”) P
1,600 Lbs, Canadian Cheese,
10 Casks American Kerosens 0f),

(120° test ; 30 cts. per gal.)

20 BARRELS SUGAR

(all kinds),

100 Bbls, fup. Extra Flome,

S Pauns, Very Choice

MOLASSES

40 doz. Pictles, 29 doz. Assorted Jams.
20 boxes Dessert Prunes,

100 Tins Sardines

_ STRAWBERRIES TOMATOES,

NEW RAISINS, ZAWTE CURRANTSY -
DRiED APPLIZ, STEWING PRU

334 GQUARTE CRANBERRIES.

CREEN CRAPES
( SMOKED IHALIBUT, T
25. QILS, CODFISH, ..
100 BOXES DORY ’J/Mxoi T
d ol - AR o ot
aid all goocs usually foun in aF
Class ~irocery Stglm. g /
: & U O OF %

100 LBS.
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