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Human Rights Day .

On December 10, 1948 the United
Nations General Assembly at Paris adopt- |
ed and proclaimed a universal declaration |
of human rights as a common standard of
achievement for all peoples and nations, to!
the end that every individual and every or- |
gan of society should strive by teaching
and education to promote respect for those
rights and freedoms and strive to secure
their universal recognition and observance.

The anniversary is observed as ‘“Human
Rights Day” and, although the two draft
covenants which attempt to define the
rights broadly described in the declaration
are still to be approved, the declaration it-
self is a milestone of civilization.

The declaration affirms the faith of
mankind in fundamental human rights, in
the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equal rights of man and woman
as the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world. Its thirty articles em-
brace the essential personal, social, eco-
nomic, and political freedom of the indivi-
dual. |

The adoption of the declaration bridged
the chasm between the interest of the Un-
ited Nations in the world of national states
and the more fundamental interests of in-
dividuals everywhere. Although it is still a
“Parliament of Nations” it is also and
seems destined to become more and more
a “Parliament of Man.”

It is trite but true to recall that the
world today is a neighbourhood, smaller in
terms of travel time than many individual
countries of a century ago. We can no
longer go our own way, satisfied if condi-
tions immediately around us are bearable.
President Lincoln’s declaration that a na-
tion cannot exist half slave and half free
now applies on a global scale.

|

Bells In The Assembly

What to do with a particularly “long-
winded” orator who insists on talking long

‘economy in ordinary peacetime expend-
itures’ and a careful watch on defense
costs. These are both most laudable and
necessary aims, but we must keep some
perspective. Almost three quarters of our
$4.5 billion budget is accounted for in these
four major items: Defense, Defense Produc-
tion, Health and Welfare, and Veterans'
Affairs. Were the economizers to go over
all Ottawa’s operations with the strictest
possible business standards and effect pro-
digies of ‘economizing’, the effect on in-
come tax rates would still be very small
indeed.

“The only way to get any serious re-
duction in our major direct taxes is to get
major reductions in the scope of govern-
ment spending. And no one that we've yet
come across is prepared to say what those
major reductions should be. On the con-
trary it's hard to find anybody these days
who isn't peddling his own pet plan for in-
creased government spending. You
have it one way or the other, as Granny
used to say, but not both.,”

Mexican Fishing Law

A new fishing law now under consider-
ation by the Mexican Congress is causing
| the United States Government and fishing
| interests some concern. It seems that for
!many years the two countries have been
"unable to agree on the legal interpretation
of territorial waters. Mexico has claimed
| sovereignty over the waters nine miles from
shore, while the United States has refused
to recognize Mexican jurisdiction beyond the
three-mile limit. From time to time this
disagreement has led to strained relations
| between the two countries, a situation which
will not be helped by the new legislation
which forbids, among other things, the
transfer of fish from any vessel, not of
Mexican registry, within the nine mile area.
In the past, because of storms and other
factors, this has been the standard practice
for American ships in the shrimp fishing
season. Another provision of the new law
which American ship owners are not going
to like is that which says that foreigners
wishing to fish commercially in Mexican
waters must apply for licenses, which will
be grarted only if the applicants agree not
to seek the protection of their governments
in any dispute that may arise. Mexican
authorities will have the right to seize any
vessel operating in defiance of this provis-
ion. Fines for all breaches of the law have
been increased very considerably over those
which have been customary in the past.

after he has made any worthwhile contribu-
tion to a debate has presented a weighty‘
problem to the presiding officer of many a
legislative assembly. Thus far, in most
democratic countries, no real solution has |
been found, mainly because the right of |
free speech In almost all circumstances is |
considered far more important than the|
feelings of wearied and long-suffering listen-
ers to a dull and repetitive harangue. Down
in the Argentine Republic, however, they
have found a way to make a man sit down.
Right over the chair occupied by the Presi-
dent of the Chamber—an office equivalent
to that of our Mr. Speaker—there are ‘ten
fire-alarm bells which the President can set
clanging by pressing a button on his desk.
This, of course, drowns out the voice of
the most blatant speechifier. Reports say |
that the bells are in use a good part of the |
time; they are especially useful when a
free-for-all takes place on the Chamber
floor, a not infrequent happening. Now

and then, of course, the device is used for | YIS is being awarded a medal. That must |

less worthy purposes, as, for instance, whenf

the government side of the House wants to
silence the criticism of the opposition.

We do not suggest for one moment that
the technique should be adopted in our,
Federal and Provincial parliaments. There
is an intriguing air about it, nevertheless.
Perhaps a very mild variation of it might
be tried in a couple of legislatures, just as
an experiment.

|
|

Taxes And Expenditures

The Financial Post takes issue with the
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in its|
brief, recently presented at Ottawa, com-|
plaining that both personal and corporate{
income taxes are “too high for a develop-
ing country.” “We are all against taxes, |
as we're all against sin,” says The Post:|
“but the Chamber of Commerce doesn’t
make much of a contribution to the form-
ulation of national policy. The Chamber
also says that ‘there should be no relaxa-
tion in Canada's defense program.’ It/
says: ‘The greatest danger for Canada lies|
in the tendency to regard adequate defense!
expenditures as an emergency need instead
of as a permanent part of living in the
twentieth century.’ It supports federal ex-
penditure on' health services. It wants bet-
ter aifports. It wants the South Saskatch-
ewan Dam (in a resolution which com-
mlylgnom the serious objections to

hat project uncovered by a Royal Commls-’
on). It wants a eoastguard service, as-
tor

only suggestion the Cham-
makes for reducing. gov-
is the hoary one of

immigrants, more vigor-

There was a time when this sort of leg-
islation might very easily have led to seri-
ous trouble between the two countries.
Now, it is safe to say, the dispute will not
go beyond formal diplomatic exchange of
views. While, no doubt, the change is due
partly to the United States’ preoccupation
with myriads of more urgent problems, it
indicates, too, a less touchy approach to
disputes between neighbours. That is one
of the healthy signs of the times among
many unhealthy ones.

EDITORIAL NOTES

A squadron of the Royal Canadian
Navy returns to Halifax Friday after
showing the flag over some 16,000 miles:
in eight Mediterranean countries
major NATO exercises in the North Atlan-

1C.

missed
eight

A Winnipeg citizen who has
only five city council meetings in

be something of a record for a private
citizen and would be admirable in a council
member. All too few citizens attend coun-
cil meetings even once a year.

- L] .

Firms selling special brand merchandise
are not necessarily manufacturers, accord-
ing to a Tariff Board ruling which holds
that big retail corporations handling tires
bearing their own trade marks simply pur-
chase them from the real manufacturer.
The tax is, of course, on the manufac-
turer's price and had the ruling been other-
wise it would in many cases have been on
what is also the retail price.

L] L L]

The high cost of automobile accidents is
highlighted by a statement of the Provincial
examiner of drivers that there were 63 ac-
cidents in November resulting in two deaths,
27 hospitalizations and property damage ex-
ceeding $25,000. Long hours of darkness,
treacherous roads and weather conditions
which tempt drivers to keep their windows
closed make this time of year particularly
dangerous. The approaching holiday sea-
son will add the danger of thoughtless
gaiety.

B
L] . .

Sir Anthony Van Dyck, Flemish paint-
er, died this date 1641. He was an assist-
ant of Reubens and his hand can be noticed
in many of the works of that master. When
he in turn achieved fame he tended to
work only on a painting
stage, assistants doing the preliminary work
from his drawing of the head and body and
careful notes on dress, decorations and
composition. He left behind a rematkable
record of the English aristocracy done in

in the final

can.

and in}
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Possible Unforeseen Developme

n'f;

PUBLIC FORUM

This cofumn Is open to the discus-
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does oot
necessarily endorse the opialon of
correspoudents,

- WESTERN ART EXHIBIT

Sir,—A recent writer to the Pub-
lic Forum states among other
things that the Art Society did
not request the paintings from
Western Canada recently on ex-
hibit in the City. He is apparently
misinformed.

Minutes of the Society reveal
that its exhibition program was
carefully selected and noted upon,
one of the shows ordered from the
Maritime Art Associatlon being the
above mentioned Western Canada
Exchange Exhibition.

VIC RUNTZ
President, Prince Edward Island
Art Society

Old Charlottetown

,and P.R L

vuTl OF THE PAST

“Gallas Point is only two or three
hours’ drive from town. There is
the ferry, with the foamed whirl-
pools from the paddles, and the|
gleaming bosom of the Hillsbor-!
ough beneath you: carriage wheels;
then Tea Hill where the grand
panorama of the Bay spreads its

'information. —Edmonton
! Journal.
Probably it is no accident that

| NOTES BY

—If someone will come up with
an invention for driving out or
exterminating both starlings and
pigeons, this would be a quieter
and safer world in which to live.

—Brantford Journal.

—Horses have furnished mighty
useful auxiliary power this Fall
If it had not been for horses there
would be more empty silos. As it
is there are plenty. —Farmers
Advocate.

—It is explained that the rea-
son Univac, the electronic calcula-
tor, guessed the U. S. election re-
sults wrong was that it was fed
the wrong information. This shows
the superiority of human experts,
who can go wrong with the right

a new attack on .the common cold
—a $500,000, three-year attack, no
less—is announced at this parti-
cular moment. For with the chill
of winter moving in from the
north and settling down in man’s
bones, the cold season is at hand.
Scientists and philanthropists, just
like the rest of us, begin to get
sniffles and throat tickles, and
wonder all over again whether
anything can be done about it.
—Sydney Post-Record.

‘When the police are on the hunt
for stolen venison it is a time for
the hundreds of hunters and their
friends to hold documentary preof

jewelled sheen before you, girt by
rolling hills and far blue head-i
lands. If ycu are a geologist, you
will stay to look at this picture.
“The hills immediately round you,
siretching a broken rampart along |
the northein shore of the Bay, are
upper Permian sandstone. The lowJ
liands in front of them are lower
| Permian. Gallas Point and the twin |
islands of Governor and St, Peter, |
that lie, like black bosses, on the|
bright shield of the Bay, are Car-
boniferous. And, away in the south-
ern horizcn, like dreamy spirits of |
(the air, resiing in faintest blue'
on the verge of the sky, are secen
the serried Cobequids, composed of
ancient Saurian and Devonian
rocks. The spirit of the past etorn-
ity sleeps in that scene, with misty
light, and aerial blue, and autumn's|
cowl of gold and russet wrapping
up the hills,
| “We pass

| the little village of
lF'ownal with iis flowers and its
Lombardies, and sweep round the
|Bay to Gallas Point. We take the |
| shore at the extremity of this flat
peninsula, and find ourselves among

rocks of the Upper Carboniferous. |

the line of ocgan's battlements, |
scarped and buitressed, is broken‘
and the meadows slope gently down |
to a cove, where an cpen cresczent
of clean, silvery sandd4beach :e-
ceives the crystal wealth of the
waves. This smooth pzvement of the/
sea we find strewn with the petri-
fied wrecks of a long lost crea-
Ilion. The waves seem to have gath-
lercd up the fragmen's and stored|

them here as their peculiar treas-
| ure.

“There are sections of trunks of
pine tree (Dadoxylon) like broken
columns of adamant, tossed and
buried in the drifting sand, Bro-
ken limbs, huge, burly knots, end-
less splinters of what was once |
clean, straight-grained wood lie
everywhere beneath our feet. Noble
trees these must have belonged to.
There are flattened trunks two to
three feet In diameter; and one
fragment forty-five feet in length
shows that there were trees more
than twice that height. S:attered
along the sands with these are lit-
| tle shafts of flint, one or two
|inches in diameter, sculptured over
all their surface by marks of leaf
bases, and swelling at intervals into
nodes.. They were the stes of knor-
ria which bore at each node a
great starr} whirl of verticillate
leaves.

“Along shore, to the north of this
cove, we find the same class of re-
mains burbed in the solid - structure
of the grey and brown sandstone
rocks. There are also trunks® of
tree ferns, marked by the large
cicatrices of their fallen leaves, les-
ser calamites, remains of the great
‘calamites gigas’ which in its per-
fect state, rose a majestic reed
thirty feet above the soil, and in-
numerable leaves of various plants.
The rocky cliffs, turreted and cav-

the grand manner, , y

-

erned, echoing the deep voices of

»

|son and another? Can the halr of

| to

of ownership. How does a man go
about proving the venison in his
house came off this deer and not
that deer? What are the distin-
guished marks of one plece of veni-

individual deer be examined under
miscroscope and distinguished as
individuality? Ah, it's a. cruel
wirld that sets a policeman on the
trail of stolen venison. —Sudbury
Star.

~If you're the type that nurses
a grudge, the chances are pretty
good that sooner or later you're
also going to be nursing an ulcer.
Scientific tests have proved al-

An Interested Voice

(Winnipeg Free Press)

In the flush of a mnaval suc-
cess—which scems to have reduced
by two the number of Japanese
fishing vessels in the South Chhm!
Seas—~rresident Chiang Kai-shek
has held another press conference |
to advise the United States on
ly criticdl of the American “keep
islands. He urges a definite pub-
Jdcliy-announced American guar-
antee,

Many will agree that there 1.sl
some point to Mr. Chiang’s criticism
of current U. S. policy, althouzh it
by no means follows that his pro-
posed remedy s thd right one, or
that it is advanced with a single-
minded regard for American secur-

THE WAY |

most conclysively that bottled up
resentment stimulates an acid act-
ivity in your innards which is death
to good digestion and an open in-
vitation to the boogie man, of the
business executive, the peptic ulcer.
What can you do to avoid ulcers?
First of all, you can steer clear
of situations which are lkely to
provoke unnecessary emotional
strain. Secondly! you can give your
stomach a rest by sounding off oc-
caslonally instead of swallowing a
steady diet of unspoken resentment
if -you yell when someone steps
on your toes. —Today's liealth
Magazine.

—One young man in Cologne,
Germany, wears rather a red face
these days when anyone mentions
colored shirts. Impressed by the
colorful American-type shirts worn
by most of his fellow workers. he
fecided to buy one himself. And
80 as not to be outdone by them,
he purchased just about the gaud-
iest one he could find. He brought
his parcel home from the shop
and unwrapped it in high glee.
To his surprise he found pinned
inside the tail of the shirt an en-
velope addressed to “The hand-
some man Who purchased this shirt.
From the girl who helped to make
it”". A letter inside read: “Please
send me your photograph”. He re-
nlied to the invitation. Three days
later he received a letter written
on notepaper of a delicate shade
of mauve and pleasantly perfum-
ed. Opening it he read: “I only
wanted to find out what kind of a
conceited fool would be prepared
to wear such an awful shirt.”—Ot-
tawa Journal.

e
/%eﬁ Cornen

A PORTRAIT
‘(R. L. Stevenson)

Thin-legged, thin-chested, slight
unspeakably,

Neat footed and weak fingered; in
his face

Lean, large-boned, curved of beak,
and touched with race,
Rqld-lipped, rich-tinted, mutable as
the sea,

The brown eyes radiant with viv-
acity—

There shines a brilliant and ro-
mantic grace,

A spirit intense and
trace on trace

Ot passion, impudence and energy.

rare, with

the mingled brown, grey, and red! Pacific policy. Mr, Chiang is higa.| Valiant in velvet, light 'in ragged

luck,

At the rear of Mr. Tweedie's Iarm,\ ‘em guessing” policy in the Chinese| Most vain, most generous, sternly

critical,
Buffoon and poet, lover and sensual-

A deal of Ariel, just a streak of
Puck,
Much ;ﬂntomﬁ of Hamlet most of

all,
And gomething of the

Shorter-
Catechist. ’

—W. E. Henley.

ity interests. The C ists have
already shown that they will run
serious risks in order to probe U.S.
intentions; the more they incline to
the view that the Americans are
biuffing, the more will they be
tempted into rash and reckless mil-
itary courses. But this is really an
argument for confining the guar-
antee to the existing public com-
mitment, which covers only For-
mosa and the Pescadores,

In their very natural resentment
against the deeds of the Chinese
Communists, Americans are too of-
ten inclined to ignore the fact that
the hopes of the Nationalists are
bound up with the expectation of
a third world war, Without mase
sive American aid, a return to the
mainland would, almost certainly,
be mass suicide for Chiang's aging
forces, The master of Formosa
would be more than human if, in
such circumstances, he failed to
welcome and to encourage a U, 8.
policy of maximum involvement in
Chinese affdirs,

the sea, are here the tombs of a
former world of life and beauty,
Grand sepulchral monuments set all
along the foaming sca like dark
portals to its infinity. Yet not too
grand in which to preserve the
records of infinite wisdom and crea-
tive power.”

~From ‘Notes of a Naturalist', by
PFrancis Bain, in The Examiner,
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MORE

The .Educational Department of
the New York Times has been
studying the matter of Russian
language teaching in American
colleges. The report of the study
should be of interest to everybody
who is concerned about the relat-
jons between Russia and the West.
It might be expected that all the
talk about Russia that has been
going on since the Second Wor::}

The Passing Scene

+ By Observer .

ficials say that many ltudent;

afraid to take any  subject e:::
nected in any way with the Soviet
Unlon. The students (understang,
ably) are worrled lest at some time
in the future the fact that they haq
studied the Russian language
might be considered “suspicious” by
some super-sensitive investigator:
(2) In some instances students hay,
told their professors that they have
gxperi d pressure  from thej

War wol result in ti
Ruulm‘%g an increasing number
of students, especially those who
might be looking forward to Gov--
ernment service in one or other of
the many security agencies at home
and abroad.

That the need is considered great
by leading American educators is
evidenced by the following state-
ments given to the Times investig-

ators.
Dr. F. Parker, president of the
American  Association of Teachers

.of Slavic Languages—"“For our own
national security it is important
that we know more about the Sov-
fet Union and certainly more about
its language.” Dr. Wilson Elkins,
President of the  University of
Maryland—“Our foreign language
department definitely urges upon
students the advantage of knowing
Russian. We point to the posts now
held by former students who maj-
ored in that subject.” Dr. Burton
Thume, assoclate Dean of the
University of Michigan—"Students
should be encouraged to take
Slavic languages. When represent-
atives of the State Department, the
Central Intelligence Agency .and
other Government agencies come
to the campus they are keenly in-
terested in students with a good
knowledge of Russian.”

Dr. Earl McGrath, of the Unl-
versity of Kansas City and former
United States Commissioner of
Education—"Knowledge of Russian
would enable the student to obtain
first hand knowledge of Comm-
unist writings and thus be able to
evaluaete their falsity.” Dr. W. B,
Alexander, Vice-President of An-
tioch College, Ohio—"From the
point of view of national security
more students should be encour-
aged to take courses in Russian.
For every American who has stu-
died Russian there are 100 Russians
who have studied English. We
are handicapped in trying to un-
derstand what they are up to, by
this disproportion. Further, if we
hope to work out some sort of
coexistence with the Russians we
need to know much more about
their language and culture than we
do now.”

Finally, Dr. Nathan Pusey, presi-
dent of Harvard University, had
this to say: “The more Americans
know about the Soviet Union and
the Slavic countries the better
prepared we shall be as a nation to
face the power situation in which
we find ourselves today.”

PR

8o much for the need as seen
by the educators. Now, a few inter-
esting figures about the actual
situation. Of the 2,500,000 students
now in American institutions of
higher learning only 5000 are en-
rolled in Russian language classes.
This is a drop of 35% from 1950,
when interest was at its peak. At
Columbia 311 students are studying
Russian this year; four years ago
1533 number was a little more than
At the University
there has been a 25% drop since
last year. At the University of Den-
ver 46 students took Russian in
1951; this year there were not
enough students to organize a class.
At Wisconsin the drop since 1950
is approximately 50%. At Bowdoin
College, Maine, there were 22 stu-
dents studying Russian last year;
this year the number is 13.

. . *

No doubt, one reason for this
rapid decline can be traced to the
growing inclination among college
students everywhere to take only
those very difficult Subjects which
are required by regulation. Russian
is a very difficult language for a
foreigner to acquire and it s al-
ways an elective subject. But the
Times*report emphasizes that this
is only a minor reason. The ma jor
one can be traced to the fear that
in recent years has descended like
a blight on academic circles.

That this is so can be Judged
from the following excerpts from

the report (there are many others
in the same vein): (1) College of-

of Michigan|

parents to stay away from .
thing that might tie them in Eﬁ’ﬂ,
“communism”; (3) Dr. Parker (re.
ferred to above) reported that somp
students do not want the word
“Russian” to appear on their cq),
lege record. They do not want to
risk being questioned at some latey
date.

Another Dr. Parker, who teachy
at New York University, made thi
statement: “There seems to be
general nervousness about ta N
course in Russian, It is not ratjon.
al fear, but it is an attitude that
must be dispelled if we are
strengthen our national security,”

L Y

How joyful the Russians must by
over this state of affairs! The ey
thing we shall hear is that college
students are afraid to take thejr
soiled linen to Chinese laundries op
sample chop-suey in Chinese eate
ing-places lest either action by
considered subversive,

—_—

Flailing Beans

Ottawa Journal

General farmers today do
raise many beam-—notythe orl,:!
time, favorful, colorful varieties of
yesteryear., Half a century ago,
solid countryman took quict pr}d
in his bean patch and 1n th¢
cherished varieties.

In October, a 12-year-older knew
that one of his Saturday jobd
would be to pull and stake the
beans. Then the bulky stacks were
stored beneath the west scaffold
of the horse barn to wait for the
right December day for {lailing,
On a windy, last-month morning
father would say after break(ast,
“Son, guess we’ll flail today.”

The countryman is going to send
three words to a panel of thesq
so-called radio experts one of thess
days: stail, toggle and swingel—
the three parts of a flail.

It looks deceptively easy to liy
the swingel high, give a casual
twist to the toggle in alr, and then
bring the stail down flat and harq
on the eight inch layer of crinkly,
dry pods and vines. Bul many g
farm lad has given himseif a paine
ful thump on the head until he
has learned the special techniqug
of swinging the flail correctly,

Back and forth, up and down,
a man and his boy worked slowlyy
at each hard blow on the vineq
and pods, dried beans popped high
in the air from the leathery pods,
The layer was fluffed up two o
three times with the pitchforkg
then the vines were forked off the
beans, dust, debris and broken
pieces swept into a pile.

The barn doors were opencd
through and the mass of material
poured from one battered tin tuh
into another while the strong drafy
took away everything but the
colored nuggets that meant Sats
urday suppers and Sunday bre ke
fasts for another year.

The Age Old Story

And Nathanael said unto him
Can there any good thing com
out of Nazareth? Philip saith unte
him, Come and see. Jesus saw
Nathanael coming to him, an¢
saith of him, Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!

FOR

Tailoring
and
Alterations

RITE - WAY
CLEANERS
7381




