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By Thornton

GOSSIP AT THE SMILING
POOL

Gossip may be good or bad,

Misohievous or very sad.
—Old Mother Nature.

Whenever two or more folks get
ngether tongues will wag, and
¢nssip is the result of tongues wag-
ping, Gossip is a verbal mixture
) truth, half truth, good and bad
sews, rumors, Ssuspiclons, imag-
nation, malice and contrary be-
Lefs. Tt is informative, amusing,
spiteful, helpful, ~destructive and
rauble-making. It all depends on
whom the gossipers are and on
vhat they are gossiping about.
There was a lot of gossiping
oing on around the Smiling Pool.
rhis had been an exciting morn-
ng. Right in plain sight of his
eighbors Grandfather Frog had
ned to swallow a fish too big to
e swallowed whole. Indeed, he
ould get only half of it into his
nouth, big as it is. X
“Greedy,” said Jerry Muskrat.
“Greedy,” agreed Mrs. Jerry.
~Greedy,” said Teeter the Sand-
mper, who s himself a dainty]
sater

. hen Longlegs the Heron had
.»me that way  Frantically Grand-
ather Frog had tried to get rid
+f that fish and couldn't. He
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couldn't swallow it and he couldn't
spit or pull it out of his mouth.

It was stuck in his throat. In
vain he had tried to dive into
the mud with it.

“Serves him right,” saiq Jerry

Muskrat.

“It should teach him a lesson,
but it won't,” said Mrs. Jerry.

Just then the black ugly head
of Snapper the Turtle was thrust
out of water. He looked at Grand-
father Frog struggling to get ria
of that fish and dived. A moment
later there was a great splashing
by Grandfather Frog. Then he dis-
appeared and the water became
still. There was no sign of Grand-
father Frog, the fish, or Snapper
the Turtle,

There was a question in the eyes

of Jerry Muskrat as he looked at
Mrs, Jerry. Mrs. Jerry returned
|the look. “I'm afraid we never
lwin sce Grandfather Frog again,”
Isaid she.
I “we'll miss that deep voice of
his. T never did really like it, but
we will miss it, just the same,
replied Jerry.

“In a way it serves (he old fellow
right to be eaten by that monster.
In his time he swallowed a lot
of others himself, even some of
his own children if what I have
heard is true,” said Mrs. Jerry .

“You mustn't believe P\'Prylhlng’
|you hear, my dear,” said Jerry,!
then added: "But I guess what|

you heard is true. I guess he was|
just as bad as either of those ugly |
old Turtles.” |

Mrs. Jerry shook her head. “No|

{he wasn't,” she declared, “What,
he did he did right out in the’
open where agyone around could |

see him. He whs honest and open
about it. But that ugly old Snap-
per sneaks up from underneath
when no one can see him. And
it is the same was with Mrs.
Snapper. They are a bad pair, bad
neighbors to have around.”

“I hear they live in the mud of
the bottom,” sald Teeter the Spot-
ted Sandplper.

Jerry Muskrat nodded. “That is
true,” said he, “When T have heen
swimming under water [ have seen|
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“I hear they live in the mud ol:

the bottom,” said Teeter the Spotted
Sandpiper.

old Snapper nearly buried in the
mud. Wouldn't have seen him at
all if he hadn't suddénly shot his
head out and grabbed a fish that
was swimming past and didn't see
him either. I guess that is the way
he catches most of his food when
he isn't getting an extra good din-
ner by pulling someone down from
the surface.”

He's a sneak hunter. That's what
he is, a sneak hunter, and I hate
him. He caught one of my children
that way. I confess I am afraid
of him and of Mrs. Snapper my-
self,” said Mrs, Quack. “Too bad
about  Grandfather Frog. The
Smiling ‘Pool will miss him,” she
added.

“And T for one don't know Iif

fit will be a good miss or a sad

one,” said Jerry Muskrat,

“I'll miss him too. I rather liked
the old fellow even though he did
try to catch one of my babies once
when they had first taken to the
water,” declared Mrs. Quack,

“Chug-arum!” That deep not {o
be mistaken voice came from the
bulrushes on the other side of the
Smiling Pool.

Minor Uranium
Rush In N. B.

HAMPTON, N. B, (CP) —A
minor employment boom has hit
this small farming community, 22
miles from Saint John, N.B.

More than 60 men have been
employed by mining interests in
the last few days staking out
claims reported to contain uran-
ium deposits. They are paid $10 a
day 'and crews have been vieing
with one another in a race to get
mineral rights on farms and wood-
lands. Maqre than 400 claims of
40 acres each have been staked
off- as prospectors, armed with
Geiger counters, spread over the
area.

An official of the Provincial De-
partment of Mines sald Sunday
the government has been aware of
the staking rush since it started,
but as yet has no men of its own
in the field. Hé said it was con-
céivable that uranium deposits
could turn up in the Hampton dis-
trict as well as elsewhere in New
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson

PLACING THE BLAME
The grand-slam contract in the
following deal was the result of
a mental lapse on North's part,
but it was not he who was re-
spensible for the sad outcome.

South dealer ]
Both sides vulnerableX

course, when he bid five diamonds.
showing one ace, over South’s
four notrump, but the following
five-notrump call, asking for kings,
drew the foresaid lapse from
North. His six-spade response pur-
ported to show three kings — and
North could not make good that
promise.

Incidentally, however, South's
grand-slam bid was a stretch, even
T he'd been
given.

West made his natural lead, the
king of diamonds. Scut.a won ana
promptly ruffed a diamond, re-
turned to the ace of hearts and
ruffed another diamond, then led
to the king of hearts and tried
for a third diamond ruff. East
happily over-ruffed dummy's low
trump, and the contract was down
one.

Granting that no guaranteed
plan of play was available for
the ambitious contract, the fact

remains that South's ohosen meth-
od was not the best. It was safer
to try for the establishment of
dummy's club suit, i.e, to “re-
verse the dummy.” South should
have drawn the outstanding trumps
immediately, then cashed the oelub
ace, ruffed a club, and cross-ruf-
fed diamonds and clubs until, the
king was ruffed out. A reasonable
club break was the only require-
ment for success with this line,

assuminz the normal 2-1 trump
break that was needed in any
event.

Brunswick. The area in question,
he said, was covered by the gov-
ernment's geological survey some
time ago, but at that time there
was little interest in radio-active
minerals.

King Of The Royal Mounted
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By Zane Grey
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By Ham Fisher

BUZZING
BY KNOBBY

CAFE SOCIETY IS
" HEAT WAVE BEING CREATED
0ODO WILSOM...
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HE'S
JMMOBILIZED
AT LEAST, JET,
AND THESE CUFFS |4
WILL KEEP WM M

THAT WAY!

WE UNDERSTAND SHE'S

BELLS MAY RING...

SEEMS THEY BROKE
WHEN JIM BOWEN,
OEL AGENCY TYCOON,

O DQDPO MET...BUT

VEN BOWEN THE

COLUMNS,ETC.
R AND WEDDING

JIM'S HIT, QUITE

SERIOUSLY, §IR!

HA HA HA, GAVE ME
THE AIR.., LOOKS LIME
DODO'S GIVING HER
OWN PUBLICIT¥

HAND-OUTS TO THE

l” WHAT A cmm
LITTLE WITCH SHE
TURNED OUT TO BE !

P HOW ABOUT GIVING
OUT THE TRUE STPRY?
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Bringing Up

IF YOURE A
MARRIED MAN,

THIS IS THE WALLET

FOR YOU, SIR /
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By l_{_uford

I'M TIRED OF 2
|/ WALKING THIS

| ANIMATED COAT V'

I\ HANGER AROUND-

Tippy and “Cap” Scubs

CAP TO BE
BGENEROUS,

ETHEL COMES

Mannew Adime Grire,

WELL, EV'RY --'SIDES, CAP HELLO! 1'VE BEEN iy
TIME HE HAS | JOUGHT TO LEARN WAITIN' FOR “YO!
-« COURSE, T WANT ANY MONEY, TO SAVE, AN'--

POGO, DOES You REALIZE
THAT ROOGEY BATOON
15 BEEN £7° RIGHT
OUTEN BUSINESS?
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1 15 BRUNG
ALONG A 8ToCK
OF SNAKE BITE
MEDICINE

FOR SALE

e FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF)
MY CUSTOMERS - - BEE HOLD.
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CAN'T SOMETHING BE DONE
ABOUT THE LEG ON THIS
TABLE 7 THIS IS THE

AND RUIN THE TABLE/|
NO,NO, JUST GIVE.

" ME TIME - T

REMEDY THE
SITUATION

REALLY, MR GIMPIING !
YOU MUST HAVE A

By Carl Andersof
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[PENNY

1 COULON'T BE HERE IF YOUR
DEAR PENNY WERE NOT Ra8Y
SITTING FOR ME, MR.PRINGLE .

[ JUST CAN'T
GET USED TO
THE IDEA - - -

THAT PARENTSE WiILL LEAVE )
PENNY N CHARGE OF THEIR ‘|
HOMES AND CHILDREN WITHOUT

BATTING AN EYE .. -

BUT HER MOTHER AN

WEB GO OUT FOR AN

SPEND OUR TIME WORRNING

OVER WHETHER SHE & QKAY
— AT HOME ALONE,




