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conduet, in the matter of the serutiny between thc.ﬂ‘.n. Col,
| Secretary and Mr. Boer, and the return of the writ, correct,
Ho weil knew that I should reccive a handsome majority of land that he did the best that could be dm‘m. u:n~hfr ﬂ\u; (t,l:c-e
vote: at his polling place. When I was informed of that, [jc-umsmnm:i_ Both parties demanded a L;{‘rlxltl.l?y. le *;.-L-.
wis fifteen miles distant from the polling place, and’ I at|time u}.a‘x.mlllt:‘d, Mr. ‘B.ccr attended, but.,t"m . ]ou.. «., "(1;,;
en e proceeded there, and found the Returning Officer ai d '.‘«(\T;ll‘_y did not make his up‘:u-;n'):!nm‘. A \?t»c«l-l.n“rftllx;l‘l“ 9
s P01l Clerk enjoying themselves in a proprietor’s house. became nece-sary, and Mr. l)Alnns rennl.n_w ‘A 1..‘ .uvu_.,}:.-
He positively refused to go on with the election. [ thvn. re- | having t.‘.w majority, but: suln‘nu‘tcd the {n.mu;‘t‘o the ',)-Ht:,f
quested the Poll Clerk to hold the poll, zl;s he wlas Fuh.mfcl lment of the’ House of Assembly. As to the remars
»’ ined as expressly as the lieturning 3 ot
}Smf-‘;‘r'.'tol"ii\tn, :ll:'atecib(:):i ::"; ?;rtivujclcctors were there |action on the wirit, w!_n‘v. _\I‘xn .\‘,L»-.,-:nkor, the Hon. (".“I' lrc:sq;
waitine t6 record their votes, it was deemed necessary to get | rer, who was at the time Col. Secretary, m.ul‘who b:loug t!l
up a :equisition to the magistrates to hold the poll. ~ Under down, would not say in what way it was\lutr({g}:‘c‘e] toat]u:
that requisition, between two hundred and three hundred | House. .l agree with the h.on. n\nem{)er (\Alr._» .oha}r;)e 12
votes were recorded; and then, about five «g'clock in the | we shall in future have partizan Sheriffs, if this Bll 'ec(;mes
afternoon, the Returning Officer, with his Poll Clerk, made | law, and that conviction induces me to differ ‘;‘lt.l the !Olg.
his appearance, and consented, at ‘length, to do his duty ;| member vw‘ho spoke last, when he advocates 1l'?0”" app(‘)'{,l‘..
and the large number of votes taken before the magistrates | ment by Government. I fear that many anc bCl‘l?}lS];}; 8,
were struck off! @nd, sir, the conduct of Mr. Binng, whén in | hitherto unknown in the cuuntry.\w:ll result from the Dill.
was one continued course of open, undisguised hostility |  Hon. Cor. Secrerary.—Mr. Speaker, I may state in z;,n-
' They were the {swer to the remarks of the hon, wember (Mr. Longworth),
har- | that by the Electlon Law, the Sheriff is to return to th'e
House the procecdings and details of the serutiny, and he 1s
liable td a penalty if he wilfully return the wrong party.
proposed by the Bill, should make improper :\ppointm.cntsj [ believe  that Mr. Biuns had rezeived a gua‘r_:mgcc t'l.) b.:;,u:,
they are responsible to the people; but at present, there is no 'hin h;l.l'llllcs.\"lf h'c made the returl‘l. ;. nnl;i, ;}r. 1‘t “.:ssoon
responsibility any where. Suppose, Mr. Speéaker, that'a duty of the Col. Sceretary to ‘Iuy before t o OUs‘O,.Z‘ld e
serious distarbance should ocenr—for instance, a riot arisitig ' as ‘possible, the writ, as the réturn expressly referred 1
during the heat of an election—what confidence could ‘be | the kvuse fur their decision.
placed by Government in a Sheriff like Mr. Bions? But.!l Mr. McTxrosi—Mr. Speaker, I approve of the change,
sir, I may tell the hon. member that the Government do not | which, I think, wiil be @ great fmprovement, and, T hope,
“ expect, and would not allow Sheriffs of their appointment to Fwill give satisfuction to the pedple of the Colony; and ‘L do
act as he has alleged that they would, or as'Mr. Binvs has| ot sce that the Bill casts any refleciion upon the Chief
done; they would be required to support ani eiforce the | Justice, In giving it my support, L can (ru.I_y state that 1
laws and preservé the peace. In conclusion. I ““St'ﬂ'“t the | have no such fecling. But this is the age of improvement,
arguments of the hon. member will not influence this House ‘and the alteration is requived in this Is!unfl. if not in other
to reject the Bill now before it. | countries. Why, sir, waen L first heard of the pum'uin_y of
Hon. Mr. WizeLay.— Although the discussion at this stage | the Sheriff, in making the return he did, I almost d|.:-pzqrcd
of the Bill is irregular, 1 think I may assure my hon. friend, | —1 thought we might as well give up every thing, Respon-
the Sceretary, that the arguments advanced by the hon. mem- | sible (tovernment, escheat, and “all. :
ber for Charlottetown are not at all likely to influence the | Fon. Mr. Pyzyme.—1 cannot, Mr. Speaker, sit still, and
opinions of hon. members at least on this side of the House. et the remwarks of the Hon. Col. Sceretary, with refurénce to
The hon. member for Charlottetown knows that the House ap- | e Chief Justicé and the Sherifis, to whom he has alluded, go
proves the measure and there is no doubt of the result. * I must | f5pth Yo the coautry uncoutradicted. I repeat, sir, what Lsud
gay, sir, that I was snrprised that there was no opposition from | pefyre, that there are no suflicient grounds adduced for the
the hon. member and kis party, in the previous stages of the | a<sing of the Bill, but there are the strongest and best rea-
Bill, as it involves a principle dear to the heart of every g ns for maintaining the present system. But now, because
Englishman, Irishman and Scotchman, T shall briefly refer | (1o Flon. Col. Secretary fancies that he has been unjusily
to the two objections urged by the hon. gentleman against the | yoated by the Sheriffs, he, not unaturally, feels anxious to
Bill. His first observation that it tonveys a reproach upon  have the appointments in the hands of the Government,
his Lordship the Chief Justice, is of noweight. We ought to, | But reasons must be found, if they do not exist, for the pro-
and I hope we always will, pass any measure which we may | posod change. and those charges are trumped up agaiust in-
deem necessary and conducive to the public good, irrespectively | dividuals as a pretence, though the true motives are apparent
of the feelings of any individual, no matter what his offizial and | throvgh the fliusy disguise. Mr. Bourke, I admit, made a
social position may be, and a good measure should not be mistul?e in not furnishing the returning officer with instruc-
deferred, cven if, as the hon. member alleges, of this Bj“'ftiuns; but that omission, on the part of the High Sheriff,

ley River Bridge, in my district, who was a land ageut, and
politically opposed to myself, refused to conduct the election.

o0,
t':: the Government, whose officer he was. W
subjeets of his constaut abuse in every public house in C
lottetown. It would be impossible to continue such a man
in office. And, sir, if the Government, under the system

it should actually convey a censure. I will adwmit, si, that | 1,11 not be made the ground of attack upon the returning |

in all probability under this Bill, Sheriffs will be appointed | (g .. who was justified in his refusal to open the poli, if he
from among the supporters of the political party who may, | o o)+ fully autborised. The Hon. Col. Secretary endeavors
at the time of the appointment, be in power. That has| <. that individual behind his back, by representing him
always been the case hitherto, and sir, I maintain that it isﬂlrinking and enjoying himself at the time he asked him fo

| merely expr

the Hon. Col. Seerctary, that the House would not take|

absolutely impossible to find gentlemen fit to fill these offices

who have not their party feelings. And however the how  p,q 1o bearing on the case, for, as [ said before, he was jus- |

member may argue, he knows and hon. members around me |
know, that it is anreasonable to expcet that a Tory Govern- |
ment will appoint a Liberal Sheriff, or that a Liberal Govern- |
ment will select a Sheriff from the ranks of the Tories. Al
parties have hitherto had to bear with partizan Sheriffs. The
conduct of the hon. member for Charlottetown and his party,
when they held the reins of Government, affords the best |
justification for this measure, and the strongest argument |
.in its favor. And, sir, ‘this is not the first occasion on which |
the principle of this Bill has been brought under the con- |
sideration of the Legislature. “Six or seven years ago 1!
introduced a Bill based on ‘the same prineiple ; and although |
it passed this branch’ of the Legislature, it was rejected
at the other end of the building.- And, sir, [ ask who appoints
the Chief Justice? Is it not the Government of the Colony ?
And if they appointt that officer, can ‘any reason be assigned
why the same Grovernment shouid not have the appointment of
Sheriffs ? They shouid have the right of appointing an1 con-
trolling the conduct of all public officers. Yet we are told,
that we are conveying a reproach on the Chief Justice ?
The assertion is not entitled to consideration. There will
always be political parties, and the Chief Justice himsclf is
not devoid of party predilections and sympathies.  Before |
his elevation to the Bench he took his side in politics, and |
identified himself with one pclitical party, and it is not to be
supposed that he is or can be uninfluenced by the reminiscences
of vld associations. In speaking thus of that gentleman, I
mean no disrespeet to him:  On the contrary, ‘I entertain
much respect for him, not the’servile fecling of a sycophant,
but a sincere respect which a man may feel, and may express
without self-abasesent. T, sir, was not opposed to his ap-
pointment. But the Chief Justice bas given us Mr. Binns
as Sheriff, and may impose upon the people others who will
act as he did. *T can assure the hon. member and thoso
whom I am addressing, that the Liberal party would not
appoint such a man as Sheriff. Government will exercise dis-
cretion in filling the office, and their responsibility to the
people is the best guarantee that they will exercise it wisely
and with a due regirdto the just and proper discharge of its
daties. ‘ '
Hon. Mr. Mooxey.—Mr. Speaker, the hon. member (Mr.,
‘Whelan) is not correct in stating that the hon. member for
Charlottetown was in power at the time his Bill was rejected.
That Bill was introduced ‘in 1851, when the Liberal party
held the reins of Government. It is well known that the
attenticn of the House has been turned to the conduct of

Sheriffs for the last three or four years. They have ulwaysl

‘been appointed by the political party who might be in power
at the time, and this Bill will make no difference in this re-

hold the poll. Whatever he might be doing at that time,
tified in not holdinz the poll, and, I have nc doubt, whiskey
is as well liked in Rustico as it is in Charlottetown. I a

mit that the Sheriff was guilty of a culpable neglect in omit
ting to send the necessary papers to the refurning officer, but
that does not prove that he was partial, and, consequently,

: disposed to favor one of the candidales at the expense of the |

¢ther. It such desire existel, his course would have been
eqaally ‘injurious to his own party.” With reference to the

charges aguinst Mr. Biuns, they have often been wpade, nnd'

as often disproved. I consider, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. I}im):s
was not only justified in the course he pursued, but that he
was actually driven to it. A scrutiny was demanded,
and at the time appointed, one of the candidates treat-
ed the Sheriff with centempt, by decliving to appear.
Now, sir, all votes must be either good or bad; all
bad votes are to be considered nullities; and when the
Sheriff appoints a certain time for serutinizing those votes,
if either of the candidates do not appear, he may con-
sider their absence as an admission that they have no proof to
sastain their objections to their opponeunt’s votes, and that
they cannot substantiate the legality of*their own votes which
have been objected to. In noticing the remarks that have
been made as to the conduct of the House of Assembly of
that day, on the Writ returned by Mr. Binns, I trust, sir,
that I shall never see the day when the Government shall
dictate tosthe House of Assembly on a matter of their own
nrivileges ; if they are once allowed to do so, we shall soon
see them dictating the time, manuer and nature of the votes
to be given. Ifa candidate be a member of the Government,
or one of its supporters, there should be no difference made
between him qud the poorest man whom the confidence of
the people may send to this House. They must both enter
at the sane door. The election law upon the statute book is
clear and explicit upon the mode of returns to be made of
writs for the election of members, and the caurse to be pur-
sued is not o much matter of privilege as of law, which all
are bound to'obey. The House could do nothing else than
they had done. Sir, I am indeed surprised to hear the
charge of favoritism that has been made against his Lordship
the Chief’ Justice, but his character is teo well kuown for
sach impu*ation to have the effect of injuring him in public
opinion.  But, sir, there do exist ‘2elings against him in the
breasts of some who now attack him.  What did we see at
the last Supreme Court in Charlottetown? Two individuals

were allowed to be absent when their sentences were imposed.
Oue of them, doubtless, found it conveuntent to absent himself
from the country to avoid the humiliation of receiving, in

spect. I would not for a moment cal the hon. member (Mr.
Palmer) a Tory (laughter), or that he would interfere with |
the appeintment’ of Sheriffs. His Government might just |
suggest to the Chief Justice the name of any one whom they |
might wish to have appointed, and the Chief Justice could
send that name to the Governor. Sheriffs should not be|
dabbling in politics; their duties are due equally to the
‘people and the Guverament. " T support the Bill, helieving it
to be absolutely necessary, and that it is uiconstitational and |
dangerous to the liberties of the people, that a minority in |
‘opposition should have the power to appoint public officers.
Tt is casy for them to find some paltry tool to'do what-
ever they may wish, and embarrass the Govérnment.”
‘ Mr. Coorer approved of the principle of the Bill. The
Government are now responsible to the people.  Let them be
‘responsible for the appointment of Sheriffs, as well as for
other officers. The Chief Justice is not responsible, and,
therefore, the present system is void of all respousibility, 1
consider that the Hon. Leader of the Government has suffered
‘quite’ enough ‘under the old system to satisfy him:ell' of the
‘necessity of a change, :
: Hgn. Mr. LoNaworrm.—Mr. Speaker, I do not think that
individuals should be 2ppointed Sheriffs because they miay be
adherents of Government. - They should not be selected with
a view to their supporting the Government, but to carry out
the laws fairly and impartially ; and I wust say that tle
observations that have been made with refereiice to My,
Binos and the present Sheriff of Queen’s County, are un-
&::nd:g; ::f. not deserved b_:vi either of those gentlemen. I
‘deny th ve is any ground for the imputation of partial-
'byght bas beén made against Mr. Bigps. Ioonsigd:‘zhig

open court, an address from the bench on the impropriety of
his conduct; while the other, holding a high and wfluential
position, wis ‘walking about the streets of Charlottetown.
That, sir, was the first instance of seatence being passed on
any one, being at the time in Charlottetown, and nat preseut
in the court. Had that been the case of a poor man, he
would have had "to appear in open court, in the degraded
gituation of a convicted eriminal ; and, sir, had the individual
to whom I have reference, been compelled to do so, as he
should hdve Béen, it would, probably, have been better for
him, - Tnstead of having to’ pay a trifling fine, he would, in

shewing him the position in which his conduct had placed
him, and that the law could not be violated with impunity by
him or any others. But, sir, what evidence of partiality or
| prejudice does that case afford? Is the Chief Justice to be
attackell because in that case he wus too lenient?2  Yet this
is dore. " I should mot bave made those remarks, Mr.
Speaker, had it not been for the imputations throwa out
against the Chief Justice, and I could not suffer them to pass
without refutation, : '

Hon. Mr. Lorp.—Really, Mr, Speaker, T do not see the
necessity of wasting the time of the House in this discussion.
Some allowauce should be made for the hon. member for
C.h:xrb(tetqwn. and his party, feeling sore, but as they have
been sufliciently punisied by the people, I think they may
be allowed a litile indulgevee in this House. B
cussion 1s, I fear, the fiest approach to the style of debates
of three or four years since. I hope we are not to bave a
renewal of those discussions. I see no reason why gentle-
men cavnot discuss this or any other question, and give their
reasons pro and con without personal bickerings. I will

|

Lo

who had been convicted of violating the laws of the country, |

addition, have had to listen to a good, wholesoire lecture, |

ut this dise |

ess my epproval of the .Bill. which [ consider
a great improvement, and [. will :l".:l‘llf, that I presume we
shall have party penas ‘Eheriffs, and if so, we certainly cannot
'be worse off than we have hitherto been.
{  Hon. Cer. SECREFARY.—-Mr.
| have been made with reference to myself, by the hon. mem-
v for Charlottetown, .eall for a reply. . :
llk::u-uscd the Chief Justice of favoritism. Sir, I sulq no such
‘thing. 1 said he was a partizan, and I can prove it by re-
calling to the recollection of the hon. member, the time when
‘the Govérnment of the day proposed to elevate him {the
!ChiefJ ustice) to the rank of Queen’s Counsel, and he ff,:fuecd
to accept the honor, because his pqlxtlcal' party to \Vhlcg lthc
hon. member belonged advised him to dcclimc‘ Dou tcss
| the hon. member gave him one of his s'corn!ul glnnces, nr;‘
' would not consent that he should receive the favor at the
Hmnds of - a Government to which he was in opposition, al-
| though his commission as Queen’s Counsel had becr:i re(:lellr.ed
in the Colony. What but political p:l.ﬂlz:ln:’hlp induce gn
"o refuse? T ecan understand the feelings that suggested the
| remarks of the hon. member, about the sentence impassed
| on me in the last Court. Doulitless it would have gratified his
' spleen to have seen me even in the dock, and to have heard
| me censured fraom the beneh., That might have gratlﬁed. l}m
| feelings of hatred of me for the public defeats, and humwilia-
tions he has sustained gt my hands. But, Mr. Speaker, not-
' withstanding all he has said «bout t s
| were the circumstances of the case? A blackguard insulted
'me, and [ took the only satisfaction a gentleman can cbtain
from a blackguard. T gave him a kick and a bex on the
‘ d for so doing T had to pay a fine altogether dispro-

|

|

| ear, an
’purtionute. I say, Sir, with confidence, that the records of
the court contain no statement of a fine so large, imposed

for so trifling an offence. Aud, Sir, the grand jury who
found the Bill of indictment were summoned by a Sheriff
' who was a political oppenent of wy own.  And at the time
|the occurrence took place I was but a private individual.

[ L held no official position, nor was I a member of the Legisla-
{ture. "And, Sir, the hon. member’s argument in excuse of

the conduet of the returning officer is absurd. He says that
| Mr. Bourke had omitted to send him any instructions, and
'that he did wot know the names of the candidates. Why,
| Sir, how did He know that he was appointed returning officer,
iuuless he had received instructions from the Sheriff 2 He
'had stuck up his handbills shewing that he was returning
| officer, and if the Sheriff had not forwarded the names of the
| candidates, he could have easily have sent to the Sheriff, and
| have obtained them. No, Sir, that is not the true reason—
' the whole was a preconcerted plan to prevent my election—
|it was well known that that polling place, was the strongest
| for me, of any in my district, and the Tories imagined, that
if they could prevent the votas being taken the_re,.'lhe:y might
{manage by some means or other to get a majority m_othcr
1pluces — there never was such tyranny and injustice in the
Island.  Yet, forsooth, we are told by the hon. member
 that the returning officer did bis duty ! Oh yes! z'md '.\lr.
Sheriff Binns did his daty, when he made a return in disre-
gard of the Jaw — that law states that the party having a
majority of votes ghall be returned b_y the bl!enﬂ'. and the
f Sheriff can only strike off the yotes which are given at wrong
| polling places.  The reason 1 did not go on with the Scrutiny,
was, that it was not demanded in the time limited by law.
!The Sheriff should have returned me, as having the majority |
lof votes. But the party well knew the resdlt, and made |
| their caleulations very cunningly.  And [ have heard of one
{long gentleman going to an hotel in Charlottetown, where
|one of the members who bad been elected as a Liberal was
staying, to induce him to rat. He succeceded, but too well,
and the desertion of his party, and betrayal of his constitu-
ents by that individual, gave the hon. member for Charlotte-
town a majority. I firmly believe, Sir, that bribery to a large
extent was at work. For, while Mr. Binng’ return of Mr. Beer
was astonishing all men, [ heard that he had stated he did not
'care, he was prepared to pay the penalty.  But what has been
| the judgment of the County upon those mien now 2 Look at the
' state of these benches—in those days they wou'd be erowded
by the Tory supporters of the hon. member and his party, now
'we scarcely see more than three or four of them. - It may
'be that their consciences keep them away. And, Sir, 1 hope
| that the julgment the people have passed npon those men,
will teach their represntatives, that punishment will follow |
the betrayal of the trust reposed in them. The cbject of |
' the Bill is to enable the Government to protect the rights of |
'all, maintain the impartial execation of the laws, and protect
the public peace. Contrast, sir, the difference beiween the
last election in Charlottetown with the scenes which nsed to
be exhibited on similar occasions. At the last general elec-
tion, the people were peaceable and quiet. In other times,
when the hon. member was in power, unnecessary expense
was incurred in providing a posse of constables ; and he had
the military at the barracks ready to march against the people
with loaded muskets and fixed bayonets. Such proceedings
were highly injurious to the character of the Country, and
an insult to the people whose conduct did not render those
preparations necessary, as the last electiensmanifested. This
Bill will merely give the Government a Sheriff on whom they
can rely upon to uphold the laws. :
Hon. Mr. Mo~xrcosery.—I must say, Mr. Speaker, that
the charges which have been made against the Jate majority
are unfounded, and that their conduct is not li)le to the re-
proach that has been thrown upon it. THad the Hon. Col.
Secretary come before the House by petition, as any other |
candidate, he would have had an impartial hearing. But |
perhaps he felt his position was ‘oo high to allow him to
ladopt such a mode. As to his remarks on the selection of |
|the grand jury, in his case, he must know that the Sheriff|

Ihas no power to sclect the jurors; that the names are handed |
iin to the Clerk of the Crown, and that he draws the names of
| those who are te serve. It is not true that Mr. Bimns was
' guaranteed. He acted on his own judgment of the law, aud |
1l'cccived no guarantee. L am afraid we shall have worse
{men in cffice than Mr. Btins; I bave known him well, and

‘I am not acquainted with a better man.  We shall have par-
In saying this, I do not

tizan Sheriffs now more than ever.
mean any particular allusion to the party now in power, but
I speak with reference to the appointment of Sheriffs by party
Governments, geverally. In New Branswick, the Sheriffs
‘are very seldom changed; they are not doprived of their
| offices on a change of government. Party spirit should not
|influence a government in the appointment of such an officer.
! In the case of Mr. Binos, the Goverument had the choice of

three names, and that gentleman was selected, because he was
| considered to be the best qualified for the office.

| . The Bill passed—Hons. Messrs. Longworth, Palmer and

' Montgomery, voting against it. J

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS.

Moxpay, March 12.

Hon Cor TressurER read to the Llouse a note he had re-
ceived from Captain Bayfield, R. N, accompanying a very
Yaluable bouk of statistics of the United States, which he pre.
sented to the Legislative library. 4

‘I'ne Hon Cou Skcrerary alluded to the limited benefits
derived from the present system of managing the hbrary;
 When the Le gislature was not in session, it wa:open but two
(duys mn each week ; and, frequently on those days, the hbrarian
was not presert when his services were necessary,  He admit-
jted that the salury at preseat puid was utterly inadequate to
|secure the regular attendance of a librarian, and thonght the
Gorermnent shou d appoint a campetent person.  As the library
18 at present wanaged, officers of the Government frequently

| year, a8 at present.
Speaker, the rewmarks that | ¥ € % 4

He has stated that |

ke affair, I will ask what |

Hon Mr LoxeworTa admitted lhe' inconvenience to the Go.
vernment, and approved of mcreasing the usefulness of the
library, by having it kept open every dry. Thn_l 1 orovemeng
,._-mld not be expected while the librarian received but £10 g
But he considered that the lib.ary com,
mittee was the proper tribunal to appoint the librarian, and

| the Government, as suggested by the Hon Col Secretary,

Hon Cor Secrerary replied to the effect that the proyipee
of the committee was merely to memage the detnils of the librg-
ry, a8 to importing bouks, ete , but that the Government, bej
now responsible to the House, ehould have the sppointment of
the librarian, as of other public officers.  Ile supposed he case
of a hbrarian, appoinied as at present, dying during the recess
of the Legislature, in what position would the fibrary be left?

Mr Coorer agreed with the Hon Col Secretary, that while
the Government are responsible to the Legislature, they shoold
have the appointment of the librarian as a public officer, [t
was understord that the commi‘tee wounld acknowledge the
sense of the Legislature on the valuable present of Caprain
Bayfield, and would admit him to the free use of the library,

The Normal Schno! Bill was read a third time and passed,

{

|

try on having perfected as good and efficient a =ystem of free
education as was to be found, he believed, in avy part of the
world,

The Bill for the naturalization of Mr James Searle Mann,
was read a second tin.e. £

Mr McDoxarp presented a petition from the inhabitants of
Brown’s Creek, Lot 58, praying that the House would not ac-
cede to the prayer of the petition previonsly introduced for the
nnposition of a tax on tmber floated over unll dams.

The report of the commitiee on Patrick Scully’s petition for
road compensation, was referred 1o the members of the petitions
er's district, 4

Mr HavirLanp introduced a Bill for applying the elective
principle to the Legislative Council. The hon iiember, in
moving that 1t be read a first time, briefly explained the prinei.
pal points, which are, that as soon as the Bill shall have receiy-
ed the Royul“ Assent, no appointment to the Legis'stive
Council, by authority of the Crown, shall be made. That on
receipt of the Royal Assent, the Governor in Conneil shal!, by
proclamation, declare the Bill in force, and the seais of members
of the then Council become vacant, and writs are 1o issne for
the election of members to serve in ilie Conneil, as follo

The Hon Cor SkcreTaxy could now congratulate the coun.

viz: One from each electoral district, and one from each of the

Townships, Royalties and Commons of Charlottetown, Prince.
town and Georgetown. Afier organization, the Couneil to
apportion the coustituencies into three sections, to be distin-
guished by numerical order, to be determined Ly lot. At the
expiration of three years, the members for section No. 1, shall
go out, and writs issue for successors; at the.expiration of the
next period of 3 years, the members for seciion No. 2; and the
next3 years, No. 3 will be treated in the same way. After this
first rotation, a Councillor to hold his seat for nine years, with
power to vacate; in case of vacaney arising, not from periodical
determination, a writ to issue for an election for the unexpired
period, uniess when a vacancy shall have occurred within a
year of the expiration of the onginal time, members eligible to
election. The gualifications of a member are as follows: —ile
must be a British subject, of at least thirty years of age, resi.
dent five years in the Island, and owner of freehold or leasehold
estate of the clear value of £ , and must, before taking his
seat, deliver to the Clerk of the Council a schedule of his quali-
fication, aud the evidences of his title. The qualifications of
an elector are, that he shall be a British fubjoct, twenty one
years of age, resident three vearsin the Islawl, and oue year
next before the election in the district in which he votes, and
entitled to the pres=nt possession and use of, or Lave an interest
in real estate of the clear valne of £ . Tiles of electors 1o
be registered six months previously 1o election. Elector 1o
vote only in distriet in which he resides.  The Crown to have
no power to dissolve the Council.  The Conncil to appoint ie
own President.  President and six members a guornm for dje-
jateh of business, but a less number ma§ meet to adjourn from
day to day. President to have a casting vole, Neals vacated,
on intimation to the President of the members of a wish to
resign, or on a member hecoming a subject of any foreign
power, or bankrupt, or insolvent, or a publhie defanlter, or at-
taipted of treason, or convicted of any mfamous erime., A
two-thirds vote may expel s member for cause,

The second reading was made the order of the day for Mong
day. the {Oth inst, .

The Honse then took np the gnestion of the disposal of the
snm of L2200, appropriated for special grants to roads and
bridges,

The Hon Cor SpereTaAry and other members for Queens
County, advecating the propriety of giving £800 to thew. and
£700 each to King’s and Prince Counties.  That the cental
situation of the County, and the extensive business of Charlottey
town, the capital of the Island, eansed the roads and bridges n
Queen’s County to be wmore used by the public of the whola
Island than either of the others, and under ali 1the cirenmstances,
tie extra £100 was very moderate.  That Poplar Island bridge,
which though in Queen’s County, was of as much benefit 1o
Prince County, would alone require more than that amount,
That the wharfs at the opposite side of the harbor would
require extensive repairs. That the greater population of
Qneen’s County rendered necessary a larger appropriation than
other Counties requ:red.

[Ton Mr WargurTOoN moved in amendment that the £2,200
be equally divided between the three Counties, which was
carried, the members present from King’s and Prince Connties
voting forit.  They contended that Queen’s County had already
received £900 more than either of the other Counties, and that
should be deemed sufficient ; that the sum ap; tionsd to each
by equal division, £733 6s 81, wonld not be sofficient for the
requirements of King’s and Prince Counties.  Several members
expressed 1heir objection to the division, on the ground that the

| plan proposed was directly adverse to the principle on which

the amouny had been voted in supply, namely, for special pur-
puses.

Tuespar, March 13.
The Bill incorporating the Mechanics' fustit ste, Charlotte-
town, was read a third tim= and pass<d
The Bilt nataralizing Mr Jaines Searle Mann, was read a
third (tme and passed,
Mr Muirhead obtained leave of absence till Ssturday, and
Hon Mr Whelan till Friday next. :

Tuurspay, March 15.

Hon Mr Mooxey presented a petition from inhabitants of
Ten Mile House, Lot 33, praying for the esiablishment of a
court of escheat.

Mr PeRrkY presented a petition from Patrick M Power, post-
master at Summerside, praying that hissaiary be raised to £23.
Referred to post office committee.

The House went into committee of the whole on the Bill re-
gulating the public wharfs, and the scale of wharfage for all
the public wharfs except those in Charlottetown, was fixed
at the following rates, viz: on all vesseis from 10 to 30 tons,
1s per day ; from 30 to 60 tons, 13 6d; from GO to B0 tons, 24;
and the additional sum of 3d on every 20 tons admeasurement

beyond that amount.
Frmay, March 16.

Hon Mr Moo~EY presented a petition from Daniel Scott, pray-
ing a grant of £4 194, for railing on Poplar Island Bridge. The
petiticner stated, that on entering into the contract for repairing
the bridge, he not understand that he would be regnired to build
a railing on the abutments,
Williams, the ihen commissioner, at the bridge, that gentleman
informed him that the railing was reguired for the whole extent
of the bridge ; that he explained that the abutments were in #0
decayed a state as to render of 1o use a railing on them ; that
Mr Wolliams then told him to erect a railing on the plank
covered portion of the bridge, and to fasten down the planks in
hiea of the rail on the abuunents. T'hat he accordingly did so,
but that Mr Wiliiaras refused 1o certify that the work had been

asked by the petition from the T'reasury,and had, of course, re
tained it to his own use. Hon M¢ Mooney, in moving that the
petition be referred to tha comrmittee of supply, stated that when
he received the petition, he wished to get all the in‘ormation he
could obtain from the paties, and on engui.y of Mr Williams,
he was informed sthat the reason why he did not certify, was
becsuse the work was not done according to contract.  Thathe
had not received the maney, but had no doubt that Mr Scotb
was under the impression that he had, and that he was desicous
that it should be bronght before the House.

Hon. CoL. SecreTarY was opposed to referring this or a0y

¥

experience great inconvenience from net having access to it
when they may require it ) : 5

similar petition to sypply. Here we bave a man make 3o
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