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Fripay, 26th April.

HOUSE OF

EXPIRING LAWS.

Mr. Craxx, chairman of the Committee to report

expiring Laws, reported as follows:

9 Vict. C.17. An Act to prevent the goinyg at large
of Swine and Geese at all Seasons, and of Horses at
ceetain Seasons, in the Streets and Squares of George
Pown—will expire at the end of the Session. _

10 Viet. C. 8. An Act for the beiter prevention of
Smuggling—will expire at the end of the Session.

10 gict. C. 9. An Act for the Eucouragement of
Fducation—will expire at the end of the Session.

11 Vict. C. 3. An Act to repeal the Laws now in force
relating to Emigrants, and to make other provipions in
heu thereof-~will expire at the end of the Session.

12 Vict. C. 27. An Act to alter and repeal certain
m of the Emigrant Act— will expire at the end of the

ion.
12 Vict. C. 10, An Act for raising a Revenue—will

axpire lst. May, 1850.

COLONIAL REFORM SOCIETY.

Mz. Covugs, Chairman of the Committee appointed in
Hia last Session to correspond with the Society for the
Reform of Colonial Government during the Recess,
presented Copies of two Letters which have been trans-

mitted,

ANSWER TO '1iS EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH.
tlon. Mr. Parxsa, Chairman of the Committee ap-
pointed to prepare the Draft of an Address in answer to
His Exceliency’s Speech, reported as follows : i
To His Evcellency Sir Denald Campbell, Baronel, Lieu-
tenant Goverx
May 1T pLEASE Your Excrirescr;

We the House of Assembly of Prince Edward Island
n General Assembly convened, respectfully thank
Your Excellency for your Speech at the opening of the
present Session. :

The indispensable necessity of a Revenue and of
maistaining unimpaired the Public Credit of the Colony
imperatively raquire us to guard against the present
Revenue Act being allowed to expire before a new one
8 passed. .

la proceeding to the consideration of the subject, we
fully trust we will have the measure matured by such
a early day as will avert those evils to which Your
Bxcellency has alinded.

We shall be glad to receive at Your Excellency’s
sarliest convenience such documents as relate to the
Public Service ; and it shall be our duty to co-operate
with Your Excellency in all measures tending to pro-
mote the welfare of the Colony.”

On the motion of the Mon. Mr. Parmzs, the Address
wis then referred to a Committee of the whole House.

HOUSE IN COMMITTEE ON THE ADDRESS.

Mr. CoLgs rose to move an amendment to the re-
ported Address. He was surprised to think that any
gentleman who had heard His Excellency deliver his
Npeech, and who must have remarked the tone o' its
delivery, could propose to return thanks to His Excel-
lancy for such an unfortanate exhibition of his feelings
u he made therein. No man, said the hon. member,
#ver spoke in 2 more insniting manner to another than
His Exceliency did to the House of Assembly when he
dalivered the Speech, to which it was then their duty to
teturn an answer, It was true that the language of the
Bvesch was not, considered in itself| insulting; but the
toue of its delivery was most remarkably and decidedly
#. Not only the members themselves, but every one
pesent in the Council Chambder, must have been fu'ly
sngible of the insult to the Assembly conveyed in His
Bxcellency’s tone and manmer, and sich as were not
members of the House must have feit themselves insult-
el by the contempt with whieh iis Excellency took
lsave to treat the Assembly in their presence. His Ex-
cellency should, on all prdlic occasions, shew himself
o be fully impressed with a proper sense of the duty
tad respect which he owes to the Pecple over whom he

been appointed to rule: and, if he were so, ke would

_sensible that to insult the House of Assembly was
Dinsult the entire population of the Colony. ‘He (the

- member) foeling, o8 he stood before His Excellen-
&, atthe Bar of the Council Chamber, thit an insalt
"3 directed aoainst him, in his capacity of a member
of the House of Assembly, and throngh him agamnst his
tonstituents, instantly became convinced that it wouid
% 4 voluntary degradation of bimself, in kis character

- Che Exomin

SEMI-WEEKLY

01

t oo st et

R

 CHARLOTTETGWN, MAY 1, 1850.

s

INTELLIGENCER.

E-BORN MEN—HAVING TO ADVISE THE PUBLIC—-MAY SPEAE PREE7>MiLtox’s & ftie e,

374 S 5 S S sww.

e

gt .

AW

of a representative of the People, to stand tamely there
| to be treated with contumely and scorn ;and he, there-
| fore instantly withdrew. And, if his example was not
| followed by nearly the whole House, it was nol, he felt
coavinced, becauge they did not feel as he felt; bat be-
 cause they had not quite so quickiy as himself dcter-
' mined in what way to manifest their indignant sense of
the insult directed against themselves and their consti-
tuents by His Excellency: Tlowever, they were now
afforded an opportunity to counvinece His Exceilency
"how justly they appreciated his gratuitous insp't to
themselves aud the people at large ; and he (the hon.
meniber) trusted a majority of the House, by deciining
to thank His Excellency for his Speech, would convince
him of the value he holds in their estimation, as fixed
by the delivery of that Speech, The friends of His
Excellency were anxious to excuse his intemperate
manner by alleging that somne indulgence was due to
him on account of his present ill health; but that he
(the hon. member) thought was an insu fficieut apology ;
for,in his opinion, His Excellency’s bodily indisposition
ought rather to operate to the calming down of his
angry feelings and to the inclination of all resentment
on account of the past, than otherwise. The hon.
member then moved that all after « May it please Your
Excellency,” be strack out, and the following be sub-
stituted :

“« We, the House of Assembly, in Parliament conven-
ed, tender our acknowledgment of the Speech deliver-
ed by Your Excellency at the opening of the present
Session.

“ Although anxious to proceed with the despatch of
the local business, together with the eonsideration of
those important subj~cts affecting the general interests
of the British Noith American Colonies to which our
attention was directed in the last Session; we regret
to have to say that as your Excellency’s Speech con-
tains no intimation of your readiness to accede to the
sishes of the House of Assembly in respect to the re-
construction of Your Excellency’s Government, as indi-
cated by their vote of want of confidence in the last
session, we are relectantly compelied by a due regard
for the responsibility we have incurred to our constitu-
ents to adhere to our resolution of postponing the des-
patch of the general business of the Colony and the
consideration of the important subjects referred to by
Your Exceiler oy, until such time as it may be found ex-
pedient to comply with the wishes of Her Majesty’s
subjects in this Colony in respect to the question of
Resposible Government.

¢ The expiry of the Revenue Act on Wednesday nex:
is a circumstance of which we are fully cognizant. As
Your Excellency assented to a Civil List Bill at the
close of the last session, we feel it to be our duty to
provide for the payment of the salaries and allowance
therein mentioned en the Bill coming into operation;
and, with this view, we are disposed to pass a Revenue
Bill under certain conditions and restrictions.

“We beg to assure Your Excellency that we shall
cheerfully receive any documents relating to the Public
Service which you may be pleased to lay before us;
and we desire to 2dd that it wonld be a souice of ex-
treme satisfaction to us could we consistently avail vur-
selves of Your Excellency’s assurance to co-operate
with us in all measures tending to promote the welfare
of the Colony.”

M: Corrs then observed, with respect to the con-
cluding expression in His Excellency’s Speech, © I shall
be happy to co-operate with you in all measures tend-
ing to promote the welfare of the Colony,” that he was
afraid His Excellency was more ready to express his
willingness to co-operate with the Representatives of
the people by words, than to manifest it by actions. If
his expression of readiness to co-operate with them
were real, he would have complied with their wishes in
the last Session, and have reconstructed his Couneil :
but that he failed to do, even after he had expressed
himself perfectly satisfied with all the arringements
made in anticipation of a chang» of Government by the
gentlemer in commurication with iim on behalf of the
majority of the House ; and nst content with manifest.
ing his disregard for their wishes, touching the estab-
lishment of a new Government. he even, afterwards,
went so far as to misrepresent fucts in the Speech by
which he prorocuad the Legisiatare. In that Speech
is Bxcellency said that, hat the Assembly, insteac of
prematurely calling vpon him to change the whole of
the Fxecutive Council. complied with the preliminury
conditions —meaning the making of a provision for the
Attorney General, the Colonial Secretary and Registrar
of Deeds, and the T'reasurer, by granting to each of
them a retiring allowance of £200 per anntum—he
would then have been enabled to recommend to Hor

| Mojest,’s Goveramant. that he should be authorized to

take the necessary steps Tor the intreduction of the ays-
tem of” Respon-ivle Government into this [sland. ow
the fact was that"ﬁi@, Ex’cvlléncy had stipulated for a
proyision for only two of these officials—the Colonisl
Secretary and the 'I“(e:iuure’rg'-jnd that a provision was
made for them by proposing 1o appoint each of them to
a public office with a salary of £200 a year; and that,
moreover, His Fixcellency expressed his entire satisfae-
tion with it. Bat, ooncluded the honorable member,
taking everything into_cousideration, it does not appear
to e that His Execellency either intends or wishes to
do business with the Hoiise by means of any co-opera-
tion with them on his part; but that he rather wishes to
force them into the adoption of some measure 8o ex-
treme, that it may afford him something like a plausible
pretaxt fot representing them to the Imperial Govern
ment as a body of men with whom it is altogether im-
possible to do business in a rational and constitutional
way. o
Hown. Mz. PaLMer did not conceive that there was
any thing, either in His Excellency’s Speech, or the
mode of its delivery which could justly, or with an un-
prejudiced spirit, be deemed insulting. The offence
which had been taken, causelessly a8 he thought, was
extracted from one single short sentence, that wherein
His Excellency said, “It was evident that withouta
Revenue Act this Island must suffer heavy loss and in-
jury, and o8 it is in your pov @: o avert these evils, I hope
vou will do s0.” The entence was in itself; a plain and
simple one, and what it distinctly asserted no one could
deny. It was certainly the most important sentence in
the Speech, because it directly stated the parpose for
which the tlouse bhad been convened, and the effeet
which His Excellesey had justly expected to result from
it. From the words themeelves, it was impossible for
the most twisting ingenuity to derive ‘any thing ‘om
which to rest cause of complaint. Being, as he had
already said, the most important sentence of the Speech,
it was very natural that His Excellency, in his délivery
of it, should particularly emphasize it,'by laying greater
stress upon it than upon any other portion of his Speech;
but that that stress was of so peculiar a character as to
convey insnlt to those to whom'it was addressed he
coyld not admit. The observations on that head made
by that gentleman who had just sat down were quile
nnecalled for. ‘There was no ground for accusing His
Bxcellency of having insulted the House; but it wes
very clear to him (Hon. Mr. P.) and he should think to
a!l who were present in the Council Chamber on the
occasion in question, that an insult to His Excellency
had proceeded from the House, hot certdinly from the
House as a body, but from one member of it, the gen-
t'2man who had justsat down; who, in suddenly turning
his back upon [iis Excellency whilst he was proceeding
with the delivery of his Speech, and rudely an< hastily
withdrawing from his presence, most grossly and un-
warrantably insnited him. No one influenced by the
feelings, or at all instructed in tie behaviour, of a gen-
tleman would or coull have acted in so indecorons and
boorish a manner as the hon, member put in practice in
withdrawing from the presence of the Representative of
Her Majesty. fe (Hlon. Mr. P.) had, however, been
happy to observe that, although the hon. member, in
breaking away in the manner described had endeavour-
ed to draz others along with him, they had had the good
sense to resist his efforts if any thing they fabcied ereas-
ed internatly momentary disrespect towards His Excel-
lency, they appeared to know, at least, what was out-
wardly due to him on the occasion, and would not censent
to degrade themselves by a glaring violation of the de-
corum and ceremony which gentlemen, npor alt sach
accasions, feel themselves bound to obhserve. The
rudeness and want of breeding anifested by the hon,
member towards His Exceéllency, couvid not, lie felt cer-
tain, be paralletied by any simlar instance in all ‘the
records either of the British Parliament or of Colonial
Assemblies, [, in fact. amounted o ecarcely any thing
less than persomal outrage upon His Fxcellency ; for
even Bad the hon. member taken a paper out of his hat,
and throws it in the fuce of His Excellency, the amount
of nsnit wonld not have been much greater. 1y con-
tinved the hen, and iearned gemlemen we do not, on
public occasions, rezulate our conduct ard demeanouvr
towards the Representative of Her Majesty according
to the code of ceremonial conrtesy and respect, aiways
observed and cartied inte practice by public bedies
snch as the Assembly, towards those who oecupy the
I ighest stations of euthority overe people, we shull cer-
tainly most deservely think in the estimation not only of
the people of Great Britain, but slso in that of the peo-
ple of the neighbouring Provinces, with whom assured-
Iy, however far we moy, from vnavoidsble and uncon-
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