THIS FAMILY PHOTO of
the Pendergasts was taken
May 31, 1958 when the entire
family of seven sons and two
daughters  returned  from
many parts of Canada to at-

tend the ordination to the

priesthood  of the second
youngest son, Arthur. Front
row, left to right are, Edward,

Winnipeg
Patricia,

CPR _electrician;
Mrs. Ray Stanyer,

‘A LEGEND IN HIS OWN LIFETIME’

'Big Jim, Islander Of 1963

By RALPH CAMERON 1
Big Jim Pendergast!
Islander of the Year!

An heroic figure of a man
tramping across the pages of
the 20th century to leave an im-
perishable imprint on the an-
nals of this province and  be
come a legend in his own time.

From an Island farm to the
sidewalks of New York; from a

Large Number Of Nominations
Made Task Of Judges Difficult

the| lives of hundreds of young girls

Seeing yourself as others see,
you, would be a pleasure indeed|
for the candidates for Islander
of the Year honors offered fou
consideration to the judges
through letters of nomination.

The nominations, 44 in all,
ranged over the full spectrum
of Island life, included men and
women, the rich and poor, the|
prominent and little known. But|
all the letters had one common
denominator — all showed the|
respect and warmth of feeling|
Islanders hold for fellow Island-

ers.

With so many nominations so- |
lidly backed with detailed ac-
counts of the candidates’ ac:|
complishments, the task facin|
the judges of

wosing  one |

among them as the most out:|

standing in 1963, was not easy

After several hours in seclu-
sion the three judges J ohn
Wright of Summerside, Mi:
Iphigenie Arsenault of Char-
lottetown and Melvin J. Mc-|
Qual Souris selected James|
L !ll Jim") Pendergast for
the tribute.

STRAIT SWIM
Several letters were receivea|
tis lnr‘

n
liing the peominent 'role he play. |
ed in establishing the Northuni-
berland siralt Svim a8 & maor
rting event and the wide and
nm-nu gublicty recelved by
PE. the result of
nlylls m Judg-
accomplishment
established Mr. Pendergast as
the person “who best used _the
means_avallable during 1963 to
serve a worthy Island purpose.’
However, as the panel stated
in its citation, “Our selection
was a diffieult one”. It was oniy
after much discussion that the
final cholce was made. Several
others roceived careful consid-
eration. These included
Godtrey o

Mrs.
Marshfield, who, as chairman
of the Marshfield Women's In-
nhuu'- safety committee dir-
ted and co-ordinated a safety
fllmuln in the school distrint
that has become widely known
to Islanders through the great
amount of publicity it has re-

ceived.,

Sald_one letter: “—The work
that Mrs. Godfrey has done |
the interests of safety has serv-
t4 8 ~orthy Island purpose both

in terms of publicity for the Is-
l-nd and in preserving the lives
of our Tslanders

Many letters polnted out the

Boston street car motorman fo| miles along the Dawson Trail fa| Maritime tour of a spectacular
from| a search for gold that ended in| barrel jumper and figure skat-
| er from New Yor}

a sourdough in the Yukon;
the prize rings of America fin-
ally to a life of retirement wita
out idleness. Farmer, goldseek-
er, box sportsman and writ

dergast

condition and once tramped 400

ning of a national award,
Carol Lane Safely Awar

. Cotton of Charlotte |
town, v\lmw philanthropy has
made him widely known through
P.E.I. One letter of nomination
said simply “I think he has gi-
ven more happiness and plea-
sure to people all over the Is-
land, young, old, rich and poor
than_ any ofher eitizen.”

“He has done a great deal for!
P.E.L", said another. “First, he
was_instrumental in bringing in-
to being home beautification.
Then he endowed the Bunbury
Nurseries which enabled peo-
ple of ordinary means to secure|
shrubs and flowers to adorn
their homes'"

Dr. AA. (“Gus) MacDonald
of Souris, a medical doctor who

“is a humanitarian of the high-
est order and one who coul
carry your honor with dignit

Another sponsor wrote: ‘“How
many of us even hope to accom-
plish even half of the work he|
has done during the past vear
much less the past 60 vears'

he letter continued: *'A cail
from him when you need him is
like having a friend as well as a
doctor come fo_your house.
Fred rne of Sher-

vood received™ many nomina

tions ncludin
Lotta
of the Unmlrlan Service Com-
mittee of

"Thanks (ot enthusiastic and
effective leadership of Mrs. Os-
borne, this USC branch export:
ed more than 20,000 pounds of
‘Instant Warmtht overseas _in|
1963 — an almost unbelievable
achievement when you consider,
that the all-Canadian objective
was 225,000 pounds for I
Your province with a population
of 100,000 thus contributed one-
tenth to the over-all goal, and I
am convinced this feat
never have been achieved with-
out_someone of Mrs. Osborne's
caliber at the helm. Now in
many thoughts and hearts of

people around the globe, the

=
7

name of your province is linked| few

with the most genuine concep-
tion of Canadian generosity for-
ever."

Mrs. Evelyn Cudmore of Char-|
Jottetown has long been a lead-
er in community affairs ana a|
wide range of charitable endea-
vours. Her contributions to the
Island and the well being of Is-|
landers were well recognized i
several letters of nomination.

Summing up her contributions|
one letter stated: ‘“Mrs. Cud-
more's dedicated work with the
Red Cross is well known to every|
Islander. Her instructions and
guidance in water safety have
resulted in the saving of many
lives and she has enriched

63, | took place over a period

would) Mr. Pends

the| smaller version

Pendergast; Frances,
Thomas ~ McSwiggan,
Brockville, om Reginald,
Goose Bay, ., teacher;
Back row, left o right, Aus-

| success
40-YEAR DREAM
A onetime school teacher he|

ness racing

Another time he promoted a

| throughout the province by her|
exceptional leadership in the|
| Girl Guide movement.”

Sister Mary Henry, director|
of the Catholic Welfare Bureaul
is, a sponsor writes: “A woman|
who has dedicated her life
helping emm", regardless o]
creed or ¢

Ano(her writes: "he gives
her time and energy freely
alleviate the condition of under
privileged people and, unlike
many others, does this work
‘without receiving nny remuner-
ation whatsoever.’

Brig. W.W. Reid of Charlotte-
town received enthusiastic sup-

port for his work over the years
with the youth of Prince Ed-
ward Island and for his partici-
pation and dedication in a wide
range of worthwhile community
a

as done a tremendous
job™ ik developing character |
so many ‘Island young mnln
“You cannot have any wol \
while strengh unless It Is In the|
character of the people. His life|

ation Board of Gov
rejected a resolution
Souris

ers’ Act.

 Teachers Fed. Governors
Reject Souris Resolution

The P.E1 Teachers' Feder. resolution the Baard of Gov-|urday,

Governors has |ernors took the advice of the | rejected.
the | teacher representalives of the
Local to petition th e |Superannuation Commission who | the
government to amend the Teach- |had studied the proposal. The |Act be amended fo allow
at the
Voting 3 to five against the | special direntors’ meeting Sat-| 5ion fund to be reunded in ful

Heber Bell
Dies At 71

th occurred Sunday
afternoon at the Prince Edward
Island Hospital of Heber Bell,
75 Hillsboro Street, in his 72nd

year.
Mr Bell was well known in
railroading circles, having
The proposal had asked mal served with the Canadian Nat-
Teacher ~Superannuation |jonal Railways for some 44
all | vears, retiring in 1958 as a con-
the pen- | gyctor
He was a son of the late My.
\" . 'Pﬂﬂ‘ef 1*" l'f P“"”“"’" |and Mrs. Alex Bell of Murray

that the resolution be

paid toward

monies

m

| true when he successfully pro-

er. That is the saga of Jim Pen-| later made the New Annan har-| moted the first Northumberlana|
track a byword| sirait swim.

A powerful man and a_great| among horsemen and the most|

athlete he was always in top| Popular racing plant of its day. mortals he once fought the| Empire State and Jim was soon| ed the idea and started talking
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|

tin, Kensington, farmer and  Seven Mile Bay; Thomas,

Pension Fund

Sun Life insurance agent; ~Saint John, NB. manager | Plied JOb there’s auite a fow |Local of the T by a vote of 3 to five. This | SPECIAL FULL COURSE
; ; ¢ i ion Governors, Alfred| meant that the Bo -
e aae of Ganda branch, | there are_about 2 of them.  Morrism . d Goorge. Mulliy| ernore had sejeci she Sous | Dinner for One—$1.85
2 (3 g WL'I‘P present and e isored

department; Father Arthur, Springhill, N.S. FREAK ACCIDENT mmerside Local to support a ;;:.;'z,'." ,;fos,mm,:ﬁm ':[m ) Adiemal PP ern LAY
In a freak accident In his /g resolution that, 'when a| govermment Chicken Noodle Soup
backyard he slipped on a small |teacher 1..‘,,. m profession, all | _Eex Rol Plum Sauce
bit of ice and broke his hip tn|the eacher has paid] TAKEN TO TASK Chicken Chop ‘Suey With
1949. Then in 1954 he finally| into e peﬂslon “be retumed o | Foil lowing the vote on the | Sweet and Sour Spareribs
gave in and retired. With his son|the tea ommissioners' report Chickeh 'Etisd) Rice
taking over the running of the| Five per cent of a teacher's| M < ) SSERT
farm Jim and Mrs. Pendergast|income pe cyear woes inin el re;';z:::u:zws:,uﬁ'algwmlemm ! Alinend|Cookies
moved into the city where they | pension. " In recent years *h e| tapon mo oo iy oo pues | Chinese Tea or Coftee
bought a home at 171 Dorches- money paid by the teachers lﬂ statements in Gﬂa-’;d!ahc g (A]gn o

of the era — Boston, where he
became a motorman on
Boston Street Railway
the days of the elevated. He left|
there for a visit home and in
1904 went to New York where
he was a clerk in Siegel Coop- |
ers department store.

1t was only a short stay in the

Last year at the age of 83 he
ade a d0-year-old dream come

Back in the era of ring Im-

great Jack “Twin" Sullivan. rolling again. This time he was|
It is little wonder Big Jim has| accompanied east by the pro-

is o wonder he was chosen Is: all
lander of the Year. | tre
He has had a lifetime of act:-|
vities, a mind full of curiosity| winter of 1905 on the Island he|
about distant fields and now a| headed for the Yukon in Ihm

become a legend even while he| fessional barrel jumper who| ing suddenly turned fo la!kmz ""‘ '"""S' of harmony _and Almond Conkies
lives fo enjoy his reputation. It | gave demonstrations in nearly| the talking to action; and 1;.,‘ ong all our teachers, | _Chinese Tea or Coffee
Maritime ~ Provinces cen:| year the big swim was staged. and the of the ob- | Extra We Add More Food
| TRANS-CANADA TOUR N hoaToN ;jmﬂ of the teachers' profes- | pyyner for four $7.50
NS-CAY sional organization, th :
After spenting the famous - A. Noonan. Alberton, s rganization, the matter [ DinNEr for tohr $T00

scrapbook Vull of lovely memor+| spring of 1906. But first he re | tell everyone he met about 'he other centres in the Boston areu. i The special meeting whick

ies. To them Jim is proud to| turned to Boston and went from| plan. Mrs. Pendergast says | was attended by 43 g‘n\'ermr: LOTUS CAFE

add the hnnnr which has come]| there by train to Seattle and| thought we were going to \lsv',‘ IN WESTERN HOSPITAL | in  Charlottetown, Saturday, || ™ Queen S

AT | thence on a three-day boat Lrip| our children, but the swim goem: Mrs. Harvey Jeffrey, Alber- | was presided over by Thomas o el

MOVING MOUNTAINS to Skagway. | ed to go along with us.” n, is 8 patient In the Western | oy “summerside, president, ||| Orders To Take Out
There was nothing that day| ~Jim says by then there was a Whllv' away J:m gave mm-nl | nnspllxl xd S DRSS STR )

back on September 8, 1879, o] good trail to Dawson with road:| less interviews fo news reporf

tell the nm:d parents of a baby| houses every 30 or 40 miles.| ers and appeared on radio and| IN ALBERTON

oy that the child was destined| With his brother William e television. Always he plugged| Miss Ada Williams, Summer.

to go through the world either| tramped the 400 miles over the,

moving mountains or walking| White Pass winter trail. His| mits no could_have| ber home in Alberton.

over them. Jim was born on the| best day's travel, he recalls, staged :r:hevenkd{){leg‘el! and 3

farm near Kensington that als| was 42 miles gives all the credit for its suc FUNE!

tather had bought, “FRISCO' QUAKE cess to others he wanted to| James Arthur, Albﬂ“"" left
Dawson was a “modern” c.| mention here. But this is the| Friday for Hopkinton, Mass., to

It was on the Malpeque Road,
but the east side of the maln|
highway had seen a great influx| the dancehalls and gambling|
of Irish settlers and that section places It also had a telegrapn|
it had become known as the| line and the night he arrived the
Paddyland Road. word was flashed along the wire

ty, he states, but it “still haa

2

Jim went to school there anu| of the big San Francisco earth- it
when he was 17 attended Prince| quake. ing. In boxing he was no strang:| m"“e:;f"(wﬂ;zfﬂlr wI;

of Wales College. After that ne| Prospecting for gold througn|er to Madison Square Garden
taught school for four years in| the following years, he finally| Way back in 1905 and was long| Maple Plaios, was held Sun-
remembered in Boston for his day afternoon, Jan. 19 from

made a strike along Coal Creex
after being grubstaked by the
Dawson City newspaper for a 10
per cent interest. Later the
claim was held to the late Senu-
tor MacRae who was a onetime
paign manager for the poli|
tical battles of Prime Minister
Bennett.
Jim remained in Dawson City
for two years with the fire de-|

Miminegash and Pleasant View.
He then became great friends
with a youngster who used to
come over from Tignish — Joe
Bernard, who later became lieu
tenant_governor of Prince Ed-
ward Island.
HEADS FOR YUKON

He gave up schoolteaching m|
the fall of 1901 and headed for|
that popular Mecca of Islanders

has truly been an example of the
better w:

And there were many, many
more.

BACK TO TERMS
But the judges kept coming
back to the terms of reference
they were asked to used in de
termining the Islander of the
Year for 1963: “that man or wo-
man who, during 1963, used the
best means available to serve a
worthy Isla o
oo, of necessity had to pass
those whose _contributions,
Sltbough impressive and_ great
of
years, and look for an outstand-
ing_accomplishment during 1963,

Their llml decision to name
fit all the qual-
ifcations listed In the term. of
reference.

Mr. Pendergast now jolns
Printe Edward Island’s most
exclusive club made up of those,
who have received the hon
or of the Islander of the year
Award.

TO RECEIVE PLAQUE
“Big Jim"” is the fifth mem.!
ber joining Lt.Col. E.W. John-
stone, 1950; Capt Canl F. Burke,
; Dr. Frank MacKinnon,
1961 and Dr. E.M. Found, 1962,
Tribute will be paid Mr. Pen:
dergast at a meeting of Rotary
Feb. 3 when he will be present.
ed with the award by Lieuten-
ant-Governor W.J. MacDonald.
A large plague will be inscribed
with his name and displayed |
a prominent place during 1964,
He will receive as a keepsake 4
the plaque.

SUCCESS OF STRAIT SWIM
- WAS DECISIVE FACTOR

The following citation was issued by the panel
of three judges following their selection of James
T. (“Big Jim”) Pendergast formerly of Kem'ineton.
now of Char the Islander
of 1963:

Our selection was a difficult one, necessarily
influenced by our terms of reference which clearly
indicated that consideration had to be given to what
the candidate of our choice did in 1963 to serve a
useful Island purpose.

The outstanding accompllshment of Mr. Pend-
ergast in 1963 was his effort in promoting the
Northumberland Strait Swim which brought much
favorable publicity to our province. In his effort
to promote this major sporting event “Big Jim"”
ullhough in his 84th year travelled across Canada
and sold his belief in the idea of the swim to sports
enthusiasts all over the country.

The panel of judges recognized that, in the
words of one of his sponsors, “he has been an ar-bas-
sador of goodwill since his first |rIp to the Yukon
in the early days of the Gold Rush.”

Always a man of excellent character, Jim Pend-
ergast devoted his lifetime to the promotion of good
clean sport in Prince Edward Island and his con-
tribution, by his good example, to the character
building of the youth with whom he was in close
contact, cannot be overestimated.

A long career of active parti
and sports promotion is now given provincial recog-
nition by his being chosen as the man who best
used the means available to serve a useful Island |
purpose in 1963. |

pation in sport

i

lacking :

Contribution By Gov't

A e 157}t B et
San Francisco. There the sight/land government has_contribut-
of the great P and O liners sail-(® nothing to the pension fund.
ing for * Australia lured him but| e Provincal sovernmen's of
the call of the Island was strong. ", orcy eeS do, contribute to
er and he came home provinces, Mr. Lidstone said, and
He finally settled down o Unii 17 years ago ihe B.o1
the homestead and in 1924 mar- government had contributed. an
ried the farmer Gertrude Cullen amount equalling {wo and. one
of Sherwend and ihey now have balf per cent of the salaries of
nine children. Asked how many he (eacher
grandchildren he had Jim
plied “Oh, there's quite a

bvrl of the Souris

Two mem
Local of the Teachers Federat.

B

fer Street and have lived here|their first two years -|
er since. |ber of the fedcration has been|
INeatiyii0 yenrs ago while re-|retained by the funi

turning to the 151and froM 2 Vi-| commm————.

sit elsewhere Jim conceived the
| idea of a swim across the Nortn- W EST E R N
ool

| umberland  Strait. “It looked|

\ like a natural to me and I could|
| see it bringing a vast amount|
| of publicity to the Island.”

\ About 10 years ago he revi

| about it to all who would listen.
| Finally it paid off and the listen-

X
‘D!"K"M‘ Under lhe ac‘ "l’ frst memhe: n:';:e :Ia:so:w]mg'e";
| two years’ contributions are left | ot Pl

in the pension fund.
lrl y\zco-mm-»chn‘5 the mec|~
said that

He is survived by one daugh-
| ter, Shirley. at home, and four

Orin, his twin; Dan.

slmu]d ml he presemzd thers,
Io the executive council ‘unlll el and Robe"“:'"mo’.‘w‘g 4
such time as the government, |Harbor, and Clifford in Cam-

bridge, Mass.

His wife Etta predeceased bim
three years ago, and three bro-
thers and three sisters also diell
| several years ago.

in addition to guaranieeing the
pension fund,
mmnnuw annually a minimum
per i the total |
sa ar) sl Rl e :
tribution to the fund we have | His remains are resting at the
[veen muemm since 1959 | MacLean Funeral Home, where
‘came after the | funeral service will be held Tues-
wmmm“ compriscd of Miss | day afternoon at 2 o'clock. In-
| Mabel Matheson, Davis Lid- | terment will be in Floral Hills
stone and Reginald MacDonald, | Memorial Gardens
tudied the pension plan on the
Island as well as the superan-
nuation acts of the other prov-

BLOOD EXPERT DIES
PRETORIA (Reuters) — Pro-
fessor Adriany Pupcr. 77, one

SUMMERSIDE BUREAU main at a weckend inces. The teacher members of | o ur ATTARUS, PUDCE 7T, o6

| THE GUARDIAN meeting W0 the Summerside local| the commission were appointed | egien] sclentiste who gaine

e e e e R o by the government to assist in | wed reneny for hie rescaren
Summerside High School and ion. administering the act, & M- | Jn ret Cand eelle dien: oy

chaiiman of_ the PEL Teach. He outined provincial er'of years sg0, into red blood cells died Sun-

" Superannuation A ¢ y

comparing it with the pension DISCUSSION HELD | method for diagnostic treatment

| partment but finally came “out" acts of other Canadian provinces, _Following the report of the ofiiediblpod Solls A jenLApe:
of the Yukon in 1911 to llng‘Mr Lidstone pointed out that committes, the meeting was ::,‘a‘""';'”rk’“:d’“” was bul

open for discussion which con-
tinued for quite some time with
many questions being asked of
the commissioners, all of which
were answered to the full sat-
isfaction of the members it was
stated.

At the conclusion of this dis-
cussion a_reco vote  was
taken which resulted in the
commissioners’ report, and re-
commendation, being  adopted

RIGHT
WRIGHT

e
uy

shoes

[~ cHiNEsE Foop |

Dec. 9 regarding the dispensa-
tion of this resolution and the
| board members' aititude to the
business which came before the |
meeting it was stated. The
board members were  well
aware that this resolution had
been Jealt with constitutionally
Gemocratic
prmxce s December meet-
ing, and_some members felt Chicken_Almond
that a severe reprimand to Mr. Chicken Fried Rice
Morrison was justified, but in DESS|

Dinner for Two $3.40
Each additional person $1.50

Dinner for Three $5.25
Each Additional Person $1.75
Chicken Noodle Soup
Egg Rolls with Plum Sauce
Beef Mushroom Chow Mein

Dry Spareribs

Jim| il s st

t before it came off

made a trans Canada tour to| tives in Brighton, Mass., and

the coming event. He freely ad.| side, is spending a few days at

story of Big Jim Pendergast. 1f| attend the funeral of his sister-

is about him and for him alone.|in-law, Mrs. Frank Cone. He
was a tremendous athlete( was accompanied by his brn-

in his youth with his talents| ther-in-law. Willard Inman

ranging from hammer throwing| Breadalbane.

to jumping, boxing and wresf

easy win over the flashy Austra| Tryon Baptist Chburch, where
lian Bill Warren. service was conducted by Rev.
Locally he won the all.arouns Keith  Holm, \ummcnlde
title at the Caledon es| Hymns sung_ were “The Lord's
in 1901 and in the lnllnwlng Tive| My smmerd" and "Abid! with |
years won a flock of medals and| Mc"'. The organist was Mrs.
titles from Boston to &nmul.lnyd Rogm Ibearers
Much later, in 1920, he won the| were
Maritime crown as h a m m er| Howatt,  Oiude Vessey, George
thrower in Moncton, N.B. MacKay, Walter Wood and
Big Jim Pendergast is a ot of| Lewis Celros. Interment was in |
Islander. es Cemetery, Tryon.

was carried no farther it was |

said following the meeting Extra We Add More Food
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any big buy with a low-cost

termplan loan
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