Problems
Of Eskimos

Unsettled

By ALEXANBEI\ FARRELL
QUEBEC (CP)—The humble
Eskimo ﬂshmz and hunting in
of the White Whale—
own in his own language as
'.'nglvn—hns been added to the
list of unsettled issues between
Quebec and Ottawa.
uebec *government, re-
versing its attitude of more than
years' standing, wants to
bring him under provincial ad-
ministration
As long as this aim remains
unaccomplished, Quebec’s juris-
diction is incomplete in
and of the White Whale, a ter-
ritory of 283,000 square miles
known officlally as New Quebec
and making up almost half the
total of Canada's largest prov-

Ince.

The 2600 Eskimos ‘who ac-
eount for a majority of New
Quebec’s population are admin-
Istered by the federal govern-
ment through the northern af-
fairs department. They are a
nomadic people living mainly
along the shores of Hudson Bay,
Hudson Stralt and Ungava Bay.

The federal government has
mot publicly indicated its atti-
tude toward Quebec's request
for a transfer of administrative
authority but a federal-provin-
cial cabinet committee has be-
gun examining the question.

PLANS FOR ECONOMY

Quabec has already set up a
separate office within its na-
tural resources department to
handle the responsibility for
economic planning in the terri-
fory. The provincial government

ys, however, that the Eskimo
|nhabxlan1| are the key to this
‘plannin

The director of the office.
Eric Gourdeau, said in a paper
presented at the 1963 natmna]
Conference of Learne
ties, held at Laval Catvoraty.
that Quebec wants to develop
the territory in accordance with
“the cultural values” of its Es-
kimo_population g

is would mean, to a econ-
siderable extent, an Eskimo-run
economy based on hunting and
fishing, erafts and coastal
trade.

The F<k\mm lhpmwh'es he
said, “must be in charge of
their developing community and
it is among them that we must
wish to find the future builders
and administrators of New Que-
bec's economic life.”

Paramount among their cul-
tural values was the Eskimon
languege. It was “a complete
fllusion” to think that an effec-
tive Eskimo collaboration in
economic development could be
assured without encouraging the
regular and normal use of the
Eskimo language.

WOULD LEARN FRENCH
He said “the federal govern-

ment is committing a funda-
mental error at the present time
by prohibiting, for all practical
purposes, the use of the Eskimo

language in Hts schools In New

liQuiebe|. goversient
would “in a practical way" rec-
ognize the Eskimo language as
a tool of learning In the prim-
ary grade

Tt was evident, however, that
the Eskimos must also be taught
3, tecond langusge “to eable
them as quickly as possible
play an active part within he
economy of our. soclety.” This
language would be French.

“As New Quebec ls part of
Quebec, he anguage
most frequently spoken is
French, the school systbm must
provide for -the teaching of
French starting in Grade 4.”

The Eskimo pupils would also
eontinue to use their own lan-
guage and, on the secondary
level, would get thorough in-
struction in its grammar and
«composition.

Another cultural value w
the Eskimos’ aptitude for hunt-
ng and fishing, ‘'perhapy their
main_trump-

TEACH NEW TRADE
“It seems certain,” sald Mr.
rdeau, “that in this domain
of hunting and fishing we shall
rapidly be able to entrust to the
Eskimos themselves the inif
tives that we intend

ouvlouxly it will be neces.
to lend our technie;

ﬁ'l h the Eskimos so that the

and fishing operations

have the real respon:
ity of administration and man-
agement—in techniques and
!Mbﬂdl lbll must be used for
development of

m
A third eultural value. was the
’ sharp sense of obser-
v and manual skill.
He said the federal govern-
s “interesting
lishments” to its credit

in ‘te technical training of Es- |
KEP tor us, we intend to set up

sehool for Eskimos in
bec and we have :Irendvum
two Eskimos to Hydro-Quebec’
. dam-building project on the Ma-
micouagan River for on-the-job
one as a mechanic,
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