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RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.
“« DerBY. Biddy will yemirry me ?
Biowy, Yes, Derby,and thuik ye too ™
[MARRIAGE MADE EASY.

The practicability of the Responsible Government
System, in every  British Colony to which has been
gl".mted Constitutional Parliumentary Representation, s
pow no longer to be treited as a theoretical quesion, or
the possession anl enjoyment of it to be regarded as al
specalitive right: for 1t hs now been declared, we fee!
ourselves fully authorized to sw, by the Linperial Go-
vernnent, that in every such Colony, should immediarely
be.adopted thu systen of Parliuaentary Gaovernmem
which h3 lonz prevuled inth: Mother Country, and

THE EXAMINEN.

on the other hand, those who are to have the general

it after all—much as it has been boggled at—no her-

direction of affurs exercise that function by virtue of culean task, but one whick they might accomplish, both

their responsibility to the Ligislature, which unplies their
heing removable from office, and also that they should
he Me nbers cither of the Assembly or the Legislative
Council.’

In the first place then,—to commence with the Exe-
cutive —the Government or Executive Council must be
formed of persons agreeinz in principle with the majority
of the tHonse of Assembly —the People’s Representatives
—and, at the same,enjoying Lhe contidence of tler Majes-
ty's Representative ; and, moreover, some of the leaders

of the Governnent—besides being men, in whose prin-|

ciples and character, the majority of the Assembly are|
disposed to confide,—must themselves have seals in the
Assembly ; that therein they may propound, and defend |
theiwr own measures.  Earl Grey, in one paragraph of

this Despateh, states it to be his opinion that the Attor-|
ney Generil and Provincial Secretary, with, perhaps,the |
Solicitor General, would be sufficient to constitute the

responsible advisersofthe Governor,  But, as the Execu- |

fostitutions in a cestain stige of their progress. . At that
stage has the Pacliamentary tnstiintion of Prince E lward
Istand arrived; wnd, if her present Honse off Assembly be|
true to their trust, before the usul peried ufpmm;r:uiuni
shill have arnived, Responsible Govern nent will be as!
fairly established w tais Colony.as it is in the neighhonr-
ing Province of Nova Scotia.  Earl Grey has effectually
suid to the people of Prince Edward Island, Wil you nc-
eept Responsible Government 2 Let them, through therr|
representatives, o taitation of the withing and delighted |
Bdly. proaptly anl positvely reply, Yes, my Lord. and|
and thank you loo ; and, forthwith, the bargain will be
struck, and the quastion for ever settled.

The folloving exteacts from Ewl Grey's Responsible
Government Despuch —which, as we said in our nummber
of the 19th ult., we thin' tully elucidate the great prin-
ciples of that system of Colonial Government which 1t
recommends and authorizes —we now lay before onr
readers. accomnpanied by a few observations of pur own,
intended to pomt out the real chanzes which will be
effzcted by the introuction of the Respousivle System
inths Co'ony.

‘N> v, there is scarcely any part of the evatem of
Government in this country, which | consider of greater
value than that which, thou rh not enforced by any writ-
ten {a w, but deriving 11s authority fro.n usage an i pubhic
opinion, mikes the tenure of the great majority of oflices
ia the pablic service to depend upon good behaviour.”

¢Tue exception 1s in the case of those high public ser-
vants, whom it is necessary o invest with such discre-
tion as relly to leave in their hinds the whole direction
of the policy of the Enpire in all its various depart-
ments.  Such pawer must, with a Represeatative Go-
vernment, be suhject to coastint control by Parliament |

tive = are a body, upon whom the Government must be able
o call at any or at all times for advice ;" and as it is in-|
possible to expect that men of superior capacity will|
devote themselves to the pubfe service, unless assured
of an adeqoate reward jthe noble Sceretary has observed,
that “if only two or three of the principal offices are to
be regarded as political, it may, very probably, be advis-|
able 1o assign sdaries o two or three of the Executive
Councillors, as such ;” or, as he hints, in another paru-li
raph of the same Despatch, the number of political|
ofices might be a litile increased, * should the expense |
of doine so be found to be not more than the Coloniit|
Revenue would conveniently bear”—We have said,
that some of the leaders of the Government must, under
the working ot the Responsible System, have seats in the
Assemhly; and this—althonzh Earl Grey says that the
inen who are to have the general direction of atliire must
be members either of the Assembly or of the Legislative
Council—we muntain 1z absolutely necessury, because
they mnst be men “taking a leading part in political
life, und, above all, exercising influence over the Assembly;”
hecruse 1t 15, c2tn'y, on2 of the first duties of
Government” —althouzh the fict, in this and she other
British North Amerncan Colonies, has long been over-|
looked “to suzgest improveiments where they are wanted;”
il because the Admimistration should possess sufficient
energy to be uble o occupy the atteution of the conuntry |
npon real 1mprovements, and fo lend the Legislature in|
the preparation and adoption of ineasures for the benefi of]
the Colony. If, then, the leading men, smongst tho:e
who are to have the general direction of affuics, see to!
he men ahove all exercising influence over the Assembly ;|
if they wre to he men able to lead the Lezislature in tht!

preparation and adoption of measures for the benefit of the

with due regard to justice, and even liberality, on the
‘one hand, and aiuli consideration of the present limiled
‘but increasing resources of the Coiony on the other,.—
‘T'his primary obstacle then once happily removed —as, if
the majority of the Assembly in reulity desire it should,
(1t speedily will be—what then will remsain for them to do?
Why nothing but Zo elear the decks, and make ready —not
for battle, but for the full practical recognition of the prin-
Iiciples of’ Responsible or Parliamentary Government, b
recommending to His BExcellency an immediate DISSO-
LUTION OF THE PRESENT ASSEMBLY, and
THE CALLING OF A NEwW HOUSE without the
least unnecessary delay.

Thus a fair opportunity wonld be afforded to those

| gentlemen, who, at present, fill those offices which ought

to be regarded as political, and the holders of which
ought to have seats in the Assembly, to offer themselves
as candidates for the representation of some of our con-
stitnencies ; and, if chosen as their representatives, and
found to entertain the same political sentiments as the
majority of the NEW HOUSE, they might, with perfect
propriety, retain their official appointments and act as
the responsible advisers of” liis Excellency, both in the
Cabinet and the Assembly; care, at the same time,
being taken, by His Excellency, that the members of
the Cabinet, having seats in the Legislative Council,shall
be gentlemen also enjoying the confidence of the majo-
rity of the Assembly. j

And thus would, at once, be completely established
and confirmed that systein of Responsible, Parliamentary,
or Self~Government, which has so long been the political
desideratum of the people ; inasmuch as the affairs of the
Colony would then be responsibly administered, by men
“enjoying the confidence of the Legislature, and, more
especially, of that Branch of the Legislature, which
directly represents the people.”

We have admitted that the first great difficulty—at
least in the opinion of the Imperial Government—which
is to be overcome, with a view to the establishment of
Responsible Government in this Colony; presents itself
i the shape of @ demand, on the part of the Mother
Country, that we should provide for the payment of oue
awn Civil List: and we have stated it to be our opinion,
that this obstacle should not be allowed to frustrate our
endesvours and annihilate our hopes, even should
there be discovered no other method of overcoming it,
than what may be found in a compliance with the demand
of the tiome Government. But we must not aliow this
our individual opinion,——implying a beiief that by a pro-
vident distribution of the fortunately increasing revenue
of the Colony, we mizht be able to provide for the pay-
mwent of our Civi! List—to go forth to our readers without
annexing to it our protest against the retention of the

and is, therefuce, ad ninistered only by such persous. as| Colony —as, we presume, it will not be dewed they ought | Crown Lauds by the lmperial Government, in the event
from time to time, enjoy the confidence of Parliunent as{y, he; will it not aleo be adinitied that the leading wwn | of our taking upon us the burthen of our own Civil List.

well as of the Crown. These Heads of Depirtments, or|
Ministers, together with their innnediate -su'mnliunes.t
who are required to regresent or support them in Par-|
liament, are alinost invariably Menbers, of one or other
House, and hold their offices ouly as long as they enjoy
the cenfidence of Parlivnent. i

¢ Theugh it is not without some inconveniernces, | re-
gard this svstem as possessing, upon the whole, very
great advantiges.’

¢In order to keep the Executive Government in har
mony with the Legisliture, it is donbtless nocesvary
thit the direction of the wmternid policy of the olony
should be entrusied to those who enjoy the confilenes
of the Provincial Parliviment ; bat it 1s of zeeat moment

of the Government ought, chiefly, o have seats sn the' Lot the Imperial Government. we say on behalf of the
Representat ve Branch, because therein must, of neceasity, | people, restore to us what oughl to be a _portion of our
orisinate all measnres for the general improvement of ‘egitimate means for the payment qfour Civil List, and,
the conntry and the opening up of ité resourcca, which we will cheerfully provide for it.  The Imperial Govern-
—emhodied in whit are termed Money Bills—wonld went, whilst withholding from us a part of these
affect the pockets of the people.  According, then, to the means, can  have no right to call upon us for an
leading principle of  Respowsible Government, thus | act, for our performance of which, it would be nothin

developed, wud the adunssions which must necessarily
tollow; we think it quite clear that the Attorney General
i the Colonial Secretary, at least, as the chief respon-

' more than reasonable in them to conclude, we shoul

require all the power which can be derived from our
native resources of every kind. The perpetration of an

(<ible advisers of the Governor, shonld have seats in the original wrong can never be 'admitted as u valid plea for
| Asaeinbly ; but that, in the Legislitive Council, the|the subsequent withhol“ng of an undeniable or admitted
(2shinet ouzhit to be represented by any other, or others right.  Nay, we go still further, and say, that, as, at the

of the Executive Conneil, who, either a3 holding public

Mt to carry the practice of changing Public Oficers| i es. or as sgrlaried Execwiive Councillors, are to be

very commencement of British rule in this Island, the
British Government, by its most impolitic wholesale

further than s ohsolutely necessary for the ATAINNeN | pprn-ded as remnovable on lusing the confidence of the
of that end, lest the administration of public affiie| | oaislasure.
should be deringe! by incrersing the bitierness of party | [T.yinr so fir contemplated the change which would
spicit, and subjectinyg the whole maichinery of Govero- | he eﬂ'vct;d in the compesition of the Executive Conncil
ment to perpetaal chanze and uncertainty.? and the Assembly,.—as respects the political char-
* Ofithe present Members of your Conncil, the Attorney ycror of some of their members—under the Responsible
General and Provincial Secretary. to whom (he Solietor| System ; let us—bearing fully in mind these inportam
Gener.d.shmllal perliips beadded. appear to e sufficient! fies, thar Responsible Government is not only “the well-
to constitute the responsible advisers of the Governoc upderstood wish of the people.as expressed by their repre-
The holders of these ofices should henceforth n-gtrd;senurivva," but that with freely-exrended hand, it is held

them as held on a polinel tenure ; and, with a view to
thit enl, the Provincial S:cretiry should be prepired,
in tha event of any chiwnge, to dizeconnect from his offle

that of the Clerkship of the Conncil, which seems to be|

on2 thit should, on every account, be held on a more
p:rinanent tenure.’

‘It is possible that, in the event of any chinge being
ren lered necessary hy the coursse of events in the Pro-
vincial Parliament. the pirty sueceeding to power might
insist on incrersiny the naaher of political olfices hy
addinz to the hst of those to be so regarded.  In case
such a question should arise, [ must leave it to your dis-
eretion, on a view of virions locil and temporary cir-
cunstances, which | am at present unible to apprecite.
to form your own decisioa with respect to any such de-
mand.!

* You will obsarve that in the preceding abservations,

hive assuned thit those oniy of the publiec servants
who are 10 be regrdad as removable on losinzs the con-
filence of the Lesisliture, are to be Menbers of the
Ex:cative Council.

* These public servants who hold their ofices perma-
-nently. mast, upon that very grounl, be regarded as
Anhordimate, and onght not to be Members of either
—Hgmse of the islature, by which ‘they would necess-
arily he mece or wixed up, in party struggles; and

out to us, for onr acceptance, not a8 a boon butasa right.
by the DLnperial Government—fully bearing, we say
(these fucts in mind, let us enguire why this Colouy
should be dooimed any longer to sicken with hope defer-
red, and why it should not immediately be put into a
condition to enjoy all the advantiges which the pusses-

—wonld undoubtediy confer upon it, and with the pros-
pect of which it is now only tantalized and deceived.
The first ohstacle to the introdaction of the Respon-
sible Systein in thns Colony, we all know, to be the want
of a Colonial Legislative provision for the payment of our
Civil List; for the Linperial Governinent have given us'to
understand that, withont such a legislative provision on
our part, they will not cousent that the Government
Oficers, now deriving their Salaries from the Imperial
Exchequer, should be dependent upon the popular
voice in the Colony, for the tenure of their offices.
This ohstacle, we think, is very far from being insuper-
able: and, were the present majority in the Assembly—
loudly professina, as they have lately dane, to desire the
immnediate introduction of Responsible or Parliamentary

their sincerity, to set about the removal of this primary
obstaele, assisted as they would be—head, heart and
hand—by the wingrity ; they would, we are certain, find

sion of a tealy British—a truly Responsible Governiment

erants of immense tracts of lands therein, to a few indi-
viduals, inflicted, upon its future British Colonists, an
(almost irreparable evil, by perpetuating, so long as these
\grants are to be considered irrevocable, a most irritating
‘and grievous impediment to the progress of general im-
provement in the Colony; it would amount tq no niore
than a gracious acknowledgment of the error into which
the British Government originally fell with respect to
this Island,—and could scarcely deserve to be considered
as any thing further than an act of imperfect and tardy
justice, were the present lmperial Government to en-

.|gage for the payment of our Civil List by the Mothee

Country—even afier the establishment in the Colony of
Responsible Government—if not in perpetuity, at least
until we shall have so far progressed inthe highwey
towards wealth and prosperity, that there can no longer
reanain any reason for considering our uliimate attain-
ment and perinanent possession of these grand objects
of a people’s ambition, at all problematical.

THE MAILS.

On Monday last we were furnished by the arrival of
the Mail with files of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Newfoundland, Canada, Bermuda, and Uuited States
|Papers. The news which they eupply is neither very
limportant nor interesting.—In Nova Scotia, the new
Liberal Administration has been completely formed:
Messrs. Howe and Uniacke have addressed the Elec-
tors of the County and Township of Halifax, desiring to
be re-elected to their places in the Assembly which
they had vacated by accepting offices of emolument
under the Crown.—In the Legislature of New Bruns-

Government into the Colony—earnnstly, as a proof of| wick, which is now in Session, the Responsible Govern-
ment Despatch of Earl Grey was read, and a motion
made to have its principles carried out in that Province,
—From Newfoundlsn(r

the Newspapers report the coa-




