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A Magnificent Record

The Younker Twins, who casually cel-
ebrated their ninety-fifth birthday annivers-
ary on February 10, are both hale anrd
hearty and outstanding examples of the
wonder-working virtues of our Island cli-
mate. They are a living embodiment of
our pioneer tradition, and the communities
of Brackley and North Winsloe, where
they respectively reside, may well be proud
of their achievement.

Our first historian, John Stewart, wrote
of the Island in 1806 that “it would be very
difficult to mention another spot on the
face of the earth ‘\\'here the inhabitants en-
joy more uninterrupted health.” He add-
ed that *“a large proportion of the people
live to old age, and then die of no acute
disease, but by the general decay of na-
ture.” Many of those pioneers lived to
reach the century mark, despite hardships
which today would be accounted unendur-
able,

In a fair way now to eclipse all our
longevity records are Messrs. George and
Joseph Younker. Certainly the best wishes
of all our citizens will go with them as
they journey together sturdily past each
successive milestone.

Financing Education

A private member’s bill to provide Fed-
oral funds for education was “talked out”
this week and goes to the bottom of the
list, which means at this stage that it has
a chance of being again considered during
the session.

Education is, of course, a Provincial
matter and for many Canadians it is of
prime importance that it remain Provincial.
It is well known that, as the tag goes, “He
who pays the piper calls the tune.” There
is only too sound reason for fearing that
if Ottawa earmarks funds for education
the Federal Government will necessarily
have a say in how thg money is to he
spent.

The financial problem, however, is very
real. The disparity between the per capita
spending on education in the various Prov-
inces is a blot on Canadian citizenship. A
possible answer is to take educational costs
into consideration in the general amount of
Federal subsidies but without earmarking
it for educational purposes.

A Prayer For Lawyers

The following invocation, quoted from
an cxchange, was delivered by the Rt. Rev.
Angus Dunn at the opening session of the
joint annual meeting of the American and
Canadian Bar Associations at Washington
last year. It might fittingly be framed and
hung in every court of justice in the land:

“O God, at Whose hand the weak take
no wrong nor the mighty escape just judg-
ment, we humbly beseech Thee to bless the
courts of justice and the magistrates in
all this land and in the Dominion of Can-
ada, that by their true and faithful ex-
ecution of justice and equity to all men
equally, Thy righteousness may be set for-
ward among us. Make the peoples of our
lands reverent in the use of freedom, just
in the exercise of power, generous in the
protection of weakness. Enable us to guard
for the least among us the freedoms we
covet for ourselves.

“Grant us grace fearlessly to contend
against evil and to make no peace with op-
przzsion. Hold us in obedience to Thy
holy will that in the day of Thy judgment
we may be able to stand in the light of
Thy countenance, and may our deepest
trust be in Thee, the Lord of nations and
the King of kings. Amen.”

Men And Money

Our defence program, as it was out-
lined to the House of Commons by De-
fense Minister Claxton, calls for a Navy
of some 100 ships and approximately 20,
000 men. 40 regular and auxiliary air
squadrans and the equivalent of a division
of land troops account for the rest. That,
it seems, is all the dafence five billion dol-
lars will buy teday. It is not too much.

While it would be unwise to minimize
the importance of the Navy and Air
Force, it will strike thoughtful Canadiarns
as curious that the Army should be kept
to such_small. proportions, Even by the
standards of World War II, a single divis-
lon will serve little more than to provide a
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Canada itself. It will do nothing to build
up the army so sorely needed by General
Eisenhower in western Europe. ; :

Lack of emphasis on the Army is even
more curious in the light of events in
Korea. In the rocky and inhospitable ter-
rain of Korea it has been discovered that
trained ground troops are more valuable
than air units. The foot soldier still does
most of the fighting, The possibilities of
atomic warfare notwithstanding, it is proh-
able that the foot soldier would also do
most of the fighting in Europe, if war
comes there.

Such considerations lend more than
ordinary point to the Hon. C. G. Power’s
proposal that a defence committee of Par-
fiament be set up to supervise defence ex-
penditure. As mentioned previously in
these columns, the Leader of the Oppos-
ition has made similar proposals on more

‘than one occasion, but they appear to have

fallen on deaf ears. There is something
radically wrong with a defence program
which, for the expenditure of five billion
dollars, promises nothing more than a sin-
gle division of ground troops and a total
armed strength at sea, on land and in the
air of 115,000 men.

EDITORIAL NOIES

Washington's birthday 1732.
- L] .

Employment wherever possible of ex-
servicemen in taking the census next June
is urged by the Summerside branch of the
Canadian Legion. Veterans and others will

say amen.

American researchers have come up
with the information that ‘“gripers” are
usually better workers than ‘whistlers”.
But did they look into the question of
which are the best to work with?

- - »

Villages surrounded by the open country
can be delightful places to live or visit..The
same houses strung out in a ribbon along
the highway are an cyesore, traffic hazard
and decidedly inconvenient for the inhab-

itants.

L]

Civil defence is the subject of the Fed-
eral-Provincial talks starting tomorrow at
Ottawa. As the term implies it is not part
of the Armed Forces’ responsibility but
the organization of the civil population to
cope with any emergency.

L L]

Amerigo Vespucci died this date 1512.
Born in Italy in 1451 he became a nav-
igator and fitted out Columbus’s third ex-
pedition. He himself explored the Ven-
ezuelan coast (1499); discovered all Saints’
Bay in Brazil (1503), and was appointed
pilot-major of Spain in 1508. He claimed
to have discovered America (named after
him) before Cabot or Columbus.

Nothing could more strikingly illustrate
the flexibility of Canada’s present constitu-
tion than Nova Scotia’s proposing a sales
tax in the speech from the throne while in-
direct taxes are still invalid. The assur-
ance of Prime Minister St. Laurent must
have seemed sufficient guarantee that the
constitutional amendment will be forth-
coming.

. . .

The potato dealers’ unsuccessful attempt
to make their potato levy payments “un-
der protest” is quite understandable. The
Provincial Government may not have been
guilty of the practice but Ottawa has more
than once insisted on payment of sums
which subsequent court rulings have shown
to be claimed in error and then taken the
position that the payments were voluntary
and not recoverable.

According to Dr. Cameron, Deputy Min-
ister of Health for the Federal Govern-
ment, the one thing certain about the 'tlu
is that it is unpredictable. There doesn’t
seem to be much people can do to avoid
getting it; those who stay at home contract
it just as quickly as those mixing in crowds.
If this be true, the best course is to 30
about one’s normal business without worry-
ing, observing the old-fashioned, common
sense rules of health as best one can, and
cultivating a cheerful optimism.

.

According to the Bureau of Statistics
the spectacular increase in production and
income in Canada for 1950 was shared by
most industry with the exception of farm-
ing, due to the drop in wheat. Lower in-
itial payments for wheat and increased op-
erating costs pulled down net farm income
six per cent to $1,424,000,000 from $1,-
513,000,000. For the first time total in-
ternational trade in goods and services
cracked the $8,000,000,000-mark to touch
$8,700,000,000. But imports jumped -to
$4,500,000,000 from $3,83%,000,000 while
exports went up only to $4,200,000,000
from $4,004,000,000, The result was a
deficit of $300,000,000, against surpluses

» »

of $167,000,000 in 1949 and $418,000,000

for the more vulnerable areas of in 1948.

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open (o the
discussion by corresgondenis
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
l ily endorse the opinion ef
correspondents,

WHERE CREDIT 15 DUE

Sir,—I notice that the contract
of a new boat harbcur a% Souris
has been let to a dredging firm in
Torontp, and that your Ottawa
reporter states that Mr. Kickham
gives some of the credit to Senator
Grant for his wise counsel.

The fact is that Senator Crant
did all the spade work in securing
this boat harbour at Souris, and
that he had an amount ‘hen ccn-
sidered sufficient to do the work
placed in the 1949 estimates, be-
fore Mr. Kickham got the Federal
nomination.

I am, Sir, etc.,
LIBERA} VOTER.
Montague, P.E.I

POTATO MARKETING

Sir,—Permit me space in your
columns to express my views re
Potato Marketing Board vs. deal-
ers’ compact. I feel that it is
pretty thoroughly established that
the big potato dealers all down
through the years have been very
firmly united, especially when it
came to declaring a price to be
paid to the producers. Those decal-
ers met some time in November
and set the price; the following
day the press would inform the
farmers what they were to receive
for their product.

I am not opposed to dealers
meeting, nor do I question their
honesty or business ability or their
interest in the potato industry cr
their knowledge of marketing
satme, but I feel quite sure that
they saw to it at all times that the
profits and rewards for their ef-
forts would be assured, whether
the price was 10c or $2 per bushel
to the producer.

“Fair Dealer” feels the whole
situation needs a thorough airing.
‘I agree with him there, oroviding
of course that it is enlightening
and informative to the farmers,
whose products have heen gambied
and speculated with for too long.
I fail to see eye to eye with “Fair
Dealer” in that an airing would
reveal a trend towards bureauc-
racy, or to use his words of “slop-
py Socialism.”

The farmers of this Province
have none cf the above ideas or
ambiticns; they merely wish to
have their just voice in the mark-
eting of their products.

“Fair Dealer” says he is amused
and amazed at the proceedings of
the potato industry in the past
year or so. Well, the farmers no
doubt are very much amused, but
not in the least amazei at the
grumblings of the dea'ers. I feel
the people of this Province in gen-
eral will infer from their letters
to the press, their speeches,
etc., that their organization pcs-
sesses some great dictatorinl pow-
ers that will eventually be used to
prevent the farmer from market-
ing his product in his own interest.
In conclusion may I advise the
farmers, as did Mr. W. B. McLel-
lan of Alma, to hold what we have
gained and strive for more, for it
is only by working tcgether and
keeping our ear to the ground that
we have any possible chance of
obtaining our just chare of the
national wealth.

1 am, Sir, etc,
FORT AUGUSTUS FARMER.

Origin Of The C.N.R.

(From an address by Donald
Gordon. C.M.G., president of the
Canadian - National Railways, be-
fore the Canadian Society of New
York.)

Perhaps you will allow me to
select from my own experience an
illustration of the kind of mis-
understanding that can arise be-
tween the best of friends. The
railway system which I serve is
owned by the people of Canada,
as the name Canadian National
Railways implics. To use another
description—which has different
over-tones—the Canadian Nation-
al is owned by the State. That
sort of description however might
lead a stranger to believe that the
C. N. R. represents a deliberate
experiment in Socialism, and from
that he might draw mistaken, in-
ferences about our  political be-
liefs. The plain fact is that public
ownership of the largest railroad
system in North Arnerica  was
completely unintentional.

It came about after the First
World War with the financial col-
lapse of two major railroad
systems, owned in one case by two
captains of industry, and in the
other by a great number of priv-
ate investors, of whem the maj-
ority were English. In an era of
unbounded optimism these com-
panies, drawing heavily on Gov-
ernment guarantees to support
their financing. had  serlously
over-extended their lines.

. » .

The one over-riding considerat-
lon which gecverned policy at the
time of their financial collapse
was the fact that the Canadian
economy required these railroads
to continue in  operation. The
Government, as the largest credit-
or, could see no alternative hut to
undertake that responsibility
thereby avoldinz a default which
would have seriously darmaged the
credit of Canada in the meéney
markets of the world.

In the process of carrying this
out every outstanding * lability
was transcribed into the books of
what came to he; known ' as the
Canadian National Railways,
Starting with a cavital
over-burdened with  this
weight of iInterest debt. it Is
soarcely surprising that the sys-
tem for most of its life has been
unable to clear its fixed charges
—although  operatint  expenses
have alwavs heen met.

Income deficits In a state-owned
‘Institutfon fit so neatly into
sterzotype of nolitical Interfer-
ence and Ineptitude that an em-
ployee of the Canad'an Natlonal

cannot heln but feel that he is on
the defessive when talking to his
friends "among Amerfcan railroad-

structure
dend]

‘| of North America could ¢

About the year 1913, the Prince
Edward Island Government found
itself short of office space and
Premier J. A. Mathieson proposed
that the Legislative Assembly
room be converted into offices,
He brought the matter up before
the Council and I strenuously op-
posed the idea but the majority of
the Council approved it. Shortly
afterwards, Mr. Charles Dalton,
then a member of the House, of-
fered the Government a consider-
able sum of money to build a
Sanatorium for tuberculosis pa-
tients. The Government accepted
the offer and secured the services
of a distinguished architect to
advise on plans for the building.
While the architect was in Char-
lottetown, Mr, Mathieson brought
him to the Council Chamber and
told him what he propdsed to do

with it. He then asked the
architect’s opinion on the best way

Reports from northern Manitoba
tell of the disquieting experience
of members of a motorcade from
The Pas to the Carrot River dis-
trict. Before setting out on the
journey one member of the safari
dropped into the government
liquor store and bought a bottle.

This precaution + was taken of
course, as a protection against
snake bite and other uncommon

emergencies that arise on expedi-
tions of this kind. With a bottle
of insurance tucked safely away,
the trip was undertaken. All went
well and the motorcade arrived at
its destination. Before long it was
voted by the assembled company
that an emergency had arisen
which called for speedy treatment
from the bottle of emergency
neutralizer. When the bottle was
taken from its resting place dis-
may seized the assembly—the con-
tents were frozen as hard as a
treasurer’s heart. ‘The Liquor
Commission, like any other good
merchandiser, should do all it
can to prevent disasters such as
this happening to its customers.
One thing that could easily be
done to eliminate repetitions
would be to iniroduce a little
anti-freeze into the bottled goods.
Now one of the best known anti=
freezes is alcohol. The Commis-
sion’s course is clear—all it has to
do is mix a little more aleohol
with the water it sells and ail will
be well —Winnipeg Tribune.

Communism 1is, first of all, a
state of mind which, in its purely
economic aspects, may have a
faintly discernible basis of kindli-
ness toward “all God’s chillun”.
But it is a state of mind, pririar-
ily, which makes it so easy to
snare the foolish and the very
clever. The foolish, the frustrated,
the unbalanced; all these are the
chvious fodder for Communism.
They carry placards and sign pe-
titions, and thump the table when
they talk of the proletarian who
would be forced, come tne revolu-
tion, to like strawberries and
cream. It is the clever we have to
fear, the men and women rnvho
worm ‘themselves into every well
meaning society; the men wno
never carry a card, the men who,

ers. Yet the fact is that the or-
ganization of the Canadian Nat-
ional has been modelled on that
of a private undertaking, its man-
agement operates competitively
with the same objective of max-
imum efficlency and optimum
service, and I think it is fair to
claim that C. N. R. standards rank
with the best in North American
railroading experience.

- L] L]

But having selected an {llu-
stration of misunderstandings
from the field of railroad activity,
I feel entitled to go on and point
out that the railroads also pro-
vide an outstanding example of
the’ kind of practical co-operation
that can be achieved between
Canada and the United States. I
say with every confidence that
there is no other aspect of econ-
omic activity in which the efforts
of Americans and Canadians are
better co-ordinated, or the facil-
ities better integrated, than in
the railroads., This  development
came about with no fanfare, and
it required no--prolonged nezoti-
ations to bring it.into effect. It is
of such long standing that gener-
ations have grown up taking its
existence for granted.

It began in 1883 when Armerican
and Canadian railroads accepted
the then-startling idea of stand-
ard time, concelved in Canada by
a Scots railroader, 8ir Sandford
Fleming. Since then the rallroads
of both countries have kept close-
ly in step. We long ago adopted
a standard rail gauge and tech-
nical standards for rolling stock,
with the result that our freight
and passenger eguipment can be
freely interchanged.

On any given day there will be
many thousands of  Canadlan
freight cars operating on Ameri-
can lines, and some thousands of
American cars being operated hy
Canadlan rallroads. Our freight
and pasenger schedules are tied
together in order to facilitate the
smooth flow of travel and com-
merce between our two nations.
Our systems of signalling and
despatching and our  operating
rules are =o similar that our per-
sonnel could be exchanged with
relatively little difficulty.

Canadian railroads own and
operate  thousands of miles of
trackage In the United States and
American companies do the same
in Canada. The railroed systems
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“Georgetown, P. E. I, has been

stand the extension of this privil-
ege is owing entirely to the influ-
ence of His Excellency the
Governor,
Fitzroy), who has thus obtained a

part of the Island which, it is not

fluence their peosperity, enabling
them to exert their commercial en-
tecprise in a way which would
scarcely have been afforded them
had they not enjoyed the powerful

ed in their behalf.”
—Colonial Herald, Jan, 19, 1839.

to convert the Chamber into of-
fices. The architect, impressed
with the beauty of the Chamber,
asked its history., When told, he
sald he would have nothing to do
with desecrating such a  hoble
room into offices. That ended the
proposed scheme of alterations and
the Council heard no more about
it

'a"a"s

“

tupidity, work to
even a child could

h. Those who, un-| "yp to that time, the Chamber

had been used for no other pur-
pose than as a meeting place for
the Council and as an office for
the Assistant Provincial Secre-
tary-Treasurer, so that its great
historical associations had been
more or less forgotten. It was not
until 1914, when it was proposed
to celebrate the fiftieth annivers-
ary of the 1864 meeting, that it
was decided to set it aside as a
Confederation Ch.am.bcr.
.

who
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“‘are

in seg-

It takes
allocation of funds
takes mwre than
or widely conceiv-
great and passion-

of the people who

T said that it was generally con-

reassure them.— |sidered that the Mathieson Gov-

(Montreal Financial Times.) ernment had done many good
things in its first five years of
=00 (om>to<@>>00@ | office and that the Provincial

Government felt it had been fair-
ly well treated by the Federal
Government at Ottawa. When the
House was therefore dissolved in
11915 as a preliminary to appeal-
ing to the electorate, we had every
confidence in being returned to
power. To our surprise and dis-
appointment, however, the 26 ma-
jority which we had in coming in-
to office in 1912 was cut down to
two.

If we were disappointed, Ottawa
was astounded. It wds justly felt
by the Federal Government that
Prince Edward Island had been
generously treated and that the
people of the Province should
have shown their appreciation by
returning the Government with a
much larger majority. Unfortun-
ately, one of our Federal members
tactlessly laid the blame for our
defeat on the Government at Ot-
tawa. His unjust statements were
bitterly resented by the members
of Borden's Cabinet so that when,

P. E L)

Port. We undec-

Lieu-
(Sir .~ Charles
habitants of that
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later, some of us went to Ottawa

on Government business, we found

the atmosphere somewhat chilly.
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Perhaps this is as good a place
as any to pay tribute to J. A,
Mathieson, who was Premier from
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FROM “TINTERN ABBEY"

Haunted me like
gloomy wood,
and

An appetite; a feeling and a love,
That had no need of a remoter

By thought 'supplled, or any inter-
es
Unborrowed from the

And all its dizzy raptures, Not for
this,

Faint I, nor mourn nor murmur;
would believe

Abundant’ recompense. For I have

To look on nature, not as in the

our
Of thoughtless youth; but hearing

ample power

S e e e e e

The Age-0ld Story

and be led forth with peace; the
break forth before you into sing-
ing, and all the trees of the field
tree, and instead of the brier shall
come up the myrile tree; and it

for an cverlasting sign that shall

BLEW ONE MORE SAFE
GLASGOW, Feb, 20 — (CP) =

from prison during the war be-
safe-blowing
made him valuable in the doc-
ument-filching business behind en-

five-year stretch for blowing “one

1912 to 1917 when he became
Chief Justice of the Province. He
was a man who had made a deep
and intense study of political and
historical matters pertaining not
only to his own Province but to
the rest of Canada. He had a gift
for research and if he did not
have at his hand the information
which he might want concerning
a question, he always knew whers
to get it.

During our years in the House
and on the Bench we were very
close friends, “Whatever knowledge
1 acquired of Dominion and Pro-
vincial affairs, I owe to him. He

sounding cataract
a passion: the

and the deep and

their forms,
to me

\ eye.—~That| had been one,of our most success-
f- ful teachers and he had the abil-
ng joys are now|ity to impart his great knowledge

clearly and vigorously.

As a berof the Opp
he was a fighter and’ a doughty
opponent,  Moreover, he was re-
sourceful and possesssed a bulldog
tenacity. Sometimes it occurred
to me in the House that he car-
ried this tenacity of purpose too
far, but I had to admit it brought
results when nothing else would
likely have done so. He was a
constant source of annoyance ‘(o
the Leader of the Government for
Mr., Mathleson’'s arguments were
often so logical and so convincing-
ly expressed that members of the
Government often became wobbly,
thus threatening the life of the
Government.

He was highly regarded at Ot-
tawa and at the inter-Provincial
Conference he made a marked im-
pression on the delegates from
the other Provinces:—As a parlia-
mentarian and as a jurist he
stands high among those who

for such loss, I

usic of humanity,
grating, though of

subdue.
sworth (1770-1850).

go out wui. Joy, | have distinguished themselves in
this Province.

the hills shall AP
The Liberal Opposition, after

the election of 1915, was not only
strong but aggressive. Mr. J.
Bell, however, was not a strong
leader. He was long-winded and
rather- prosy,- Mr, Lea and M.
Johnston, on the other hand, were
formidable opponents. For years,
there had been bad blood he-
tween Mathieson and Johnston,
The latter had started out in life
as a Conservative, but some diff-
iculties had arisen between him
and Mr, Mathieson, and he had
left the Conservative Party uand
had joined the Liberals. The feud
between them soon became man-
Ifest In the House, Mr. Johnston
missed no opportunity to antagon-
Ize the Premier and the:Premier
In his turn was not slow to take
offense so that the House often
became so disorderly that after v¢v-
cess Mr. Mathleson would often
make the excuse of being engag-
ed in his office and would ask me

hands. Instead of
come up the fir

Lord for a name,

took John Ramsay
ability

army conduct was
today he drew a

to lead the House in the Interim

their resources Into a common
pool to-meet any emergency Rall-

ed the kind cf economie inteprat-
fon envisr~ed by the war-time

Hyde Park Agreement between
it made last October.

Al

roaders, then. have long anticipat- | !

our countries and the extension of ||

L

SPRING SA
ARRIVED AT

J. P. MacPherson & Son

Men's Clothing That Fits

and try to pacify Mr. Johnston
As Mr. Johnston and 1 were good
friends, I seldom had any trouble
In restoring order and when things
became calm once more, the Prem-
In;” v:;ouldhnturn to “);ll "3.0"

: en he resign in to
UEEN ST. ¢ Ybecome Chiet Justice, he, as was’

MPLES HAVE

MNOVOWEOO0L his  prerogative, asked the Lieu-

Memoirs Of
The Hon. A.

Former Premi‘évr and Retired Justice .
Supreme Court of Prince Edward Islang

(Continued)

ed me that my work in the cause

—1

E. Arsenaﬁl;

tenant-Governor .to swear

as Leader of the Governme:luAl:
cordingly, 1 became Premier, Pres.
ident of the Council, and Attorpay.
Gevr:,eral. v

Ith Mr, Mathieson gone,

debating power of the Housee \:l.l:
greatly lessened. His seat ip the
House was filled by Mr, J p
Stewart, a man of marked ability,
who later became Premier, A’q’
that time, however, Mr. Slewm‘
being new to the Housec, was ye
luctant to take a prominent papy
in the debates of the House, Sineq
it was war-time, political arg.
uments were cut to a minimum gq
that the work of the Legislatupg
went along without {oo much |
wrangling.

It was during this time that the
Prohibition Act, which had been
passed while Mr. Mathieson gy
Premier, went into effect. Pep
sonally, I had always been op.

sed on general principles to
sieh types of legislation. 1 yg,
lieved, as I believe still, that sycy
an Act constituted an invaslon of
the individual’s personal freedom,
It was true that there was ay
abuse in the use of alcoholie
liquors, but I have always beliey.
ed that because some people abuse
certain things that are made fop
man's use and enjoyment, that g
no . reason why everyone should
be deprived of the use of sueh
things.

There are persons who are afe
lergic to certain foods such ay
eggs, meats, certain fruits, ¢
but no one contends that thoze
who can eat those foods to..tis
improvement of their health’ uyd
strength should be forbidden thele
use because a few become ill whey
they eat them.

There are persons, but they
a small minority, who are aller,
to alcohol; it makes them sic]
or the craving for it from so
pathological cause bgcomes a dis
ease, Such persons should avolq
the use of alcohol just as. they
should avoid certain foods (ha§
do not agree v.vItE\ them.

L

In many parts of Europe, chiy
dren are taught the proper use of
alcoholic liquor and in such couns
tries it is an exceptional occlive
rence to see anyone under ¢
influence of it. In France, I hav
frequently seen the father, moths
er, and the children of a homg
all sitting at the family dinner
table with the children drinking
wine or beer with their parc)
The children have learned *
proper use of those drinks '
cause in many parts Of Europd
water is rarely drunk at meab,
Tea or coffee are generally drund
at breakfast or at tea time.

It has always been my contenp
fon that true freedom consists ig
the individual doing what he lik
when he likes, provided that
so doing he does not break ti
moral law nor interferes with th
rights or privileges of others.

Prohibition, wherever it ha
been tried, has proven a curm
rather than a blessing. It hm
brought in {its wake smuggll
rum-running, high-jacking, il
distilling, bootlegging, and othw
social evils. I travelled a sres
deal in the United States during
the Prohibition era and I fous
that in nearly every place I wel
both North and South, no higl
compliment could be paid you thas
to offer you some liquor.

After I became Premier,
Prohibition Act was put into efe
fect, much, I might say, agai®
my personal judgment. Shortly
afterwards, a delegation from the
P, E, Island Temperance Fedira
tion waited orh me and congreh
ulated’ me on Raving put the Ad
into ‘effect. The delegation assur
of temperance would redound o
my favour at the next election
Well, I happened to attend a certd
ain political meeting during the
ensuing election. Seated on tho
platform was a member of the
delegation who had waited on md
The appreciation I received fr
him for my work in the cause
temperance was.a continual In°
terruption during my speech.

In the legislation which brought
the Prohibition Act into full force
I appended a proviso. that called
for the holding of a plebisit
within a certain time to ascertain
the will of the people as to wheth
er or not they wished the . 00
tinuance of the Act.

However, my Government went
out of power before the fime
rived for the.holding of the plebe
iscite and Mr. Bell, who succeet
ed me, ignored the law in (M
respect and did not hold the pleb:
iscite, The electors of the Provs
ince never had an opportunity of
expressing thelr independent opin
lon on the question until a pleb
lscite was held three years ago b/
the Jones Government. q

It is frue_ plebiscites were htl
under the Stewart and Saun |l"
Governments but_both were ™
fluenced by political expediencits
When the Stewart Governmel
went to the country and made th

repeal —of the Prohibition At !
plank in fits platform, the TemP
the  boot

erance Alliance and
leggers joined ' forces
Liberals to defeat the G bt
ment. The plebiscite held by !
Saunders’ Government Wwas
wise not an Independent !x;l:;’
slon of opinion, That GO W
ment had been elected lurxelyh,b
cAuse of its stand on the Prot
Ition question and so many or
erals suppgrted Prohibition
that reason. The Temperance
llance stumped the Province Aile
the Saunders Government ' W
many Conservatives

votin; 4
5 (To be continued)
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