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[s surprise element |

gy M. MINTYRE HOOD
LONDON — Is the surprise
Jement going out of Christmas?
Are the thrills ‘that used to
tome with the unwrapping of
srange - looking parcels, and
the emptying of bulging stock-
nés becoming a thing of the
se¢t old-fashioned days?

According to many of the
wuyers and sales people in_the
arge London department stores

mg The magic is going out of
he Christmas morning orgy of
javoring, the gifts that the
\ime-honored Saint Nicholas has
Breen fit to provide.

The old habit of writing to Fa-
ther Christmas and watching
the smoke as the burning letter
fisappears up the chimney is
nother old custom that is pass-

pow, and T regretted to learn
of the changes that had taken
place. But then perhaps I am
just am old-fashioned sentimen-
talist. And the ways of modern
children are mnot the ways
which prevalled in my long -
ago childhood.

TALK IT OVER
Perhaps there is more com-
mon sense in the modern
ways. At some point in the
weeks before Christmas shop-
ping has to be faced, parents
and children sit down together
and discuss what all
bought. And when the time.for
shopping comes, the children
and their parents descend on
the stores and make their sel-

‘be | tual quality of the goods.

|France, Italy, West
Russia, Japan, Canada, the
| United States and Czechoslovak-
|ia to be found on the shelves.
Dolls from all these
compete with each other
| popular favor
FUN FOR ALL

There seems to be greater
emphasis in the stores on con-
| structional toys and games
that can be enjoyed by the

for

that is exactly what is happen- | whole family. Today, the elec- |

| tric train sets are finding keen
| competition from motor  racing

| games.
| According to one of the t
buyers in a large store,

0
Sirls ‘ familfes, has arrived for

Germany, |no more of leaving it to chance

and to Santa Claus to surprise
them, They know what they
want, and they know how to go

countries | about making sure they, get it.

Tiny turks
are available

LONDON, England— The era
of the mini-turkey, to suit the
needs of couples and small
this

|are for more difficult to please (year's Christmas turkey trade.

than boys. At
age, they move y from
|toys and start: asking for cloth-
es and record players instead.

t a much

own. Before the last war, it
| was unusual for girls to play
| with guns, Nowadays, one buyer
estimated, nearly as man
guns are bought for girls as for
| boys.

)| SELECTING GOODS

1 asked what influenced
buyers in the selection of goods
for the Christmas trade. Most
of them, it seems, are guided by
what sold well in the pr evious
year, by the comments of par-
ents, and children, and the ac-
Be-

cause of this last consideration,
"u is interesting to note a much
larger proportion of w00 den
toys this year compared with

Younger | Tyrkey breeders have finally

produced a strain of birds
which weigh from six to eight

leaving Christmas?

London lights up
at Christmastime

LONDON — Nowhere in my
experience have I found any-
thing to equal the true atmo-
sphere of Christmas as it is to
be found in walking through the
shopping districts of London's
west end di the few weeks
before the Christmas holiday.
To be truly sensed, that waik
must be in the evening, when
the streets are a blaze of glory.
Overhead, the Christmas dec-
orations are twinking. A great
archway of silver and gold, and
with other colors intermingled
in the lights gleams above the
curved sweep of Regent street,
from Piecadilly Circus to Ox-
ford Circus. Streams of lights
swing from huge candles sus-
pended at each side of Bond
street. Brightly colored Christ-
mas bells and balls hang high
above the hurtling crowd which

is milling along Oxford Cu'cu!“
The atmosphere is truly infec-

the happy, gleaming faces of
the Londoners out to see
sights. And these lights trans-
form the heart of London into
the most entrancing picture one
could wish to see at the Christ-
mas season.
SHOP WINDOWS

The shop windows fit into the
general picture of gaiety. Each
year they seem to look more in-

the window of a dress

| the world are dressed up
Christmas f
Oxfor
band of musician
ly along the street
cheery tunes. Elsewhere, indi- | derful
vidual musicians add i
cheerful music to the atmos-
phere. Vendors of toys .are to
P be found in the entrances to the
tious, and is made more so by |stores which are closed.
waves a toy snake on a_stick,
the|while a competitor tries to sell
paper flowers that grow out of
a shell when placed in water.

inery.
d street, a

One

Christmas

observance. |from hospital
And there we stand near the said he was in the stable when

shop. |glant Christmas tree which his two dogs started barking
Tempting gifts from all parts of |has come from Oslo in Norway | and ran in. When the frightened | force the wolf’s jaw open. J
in|and listen to the choir singing |dogs refused to leave the stable |then Mrs. Carre arrived
Christmas carols. That is what |he went out to investigate.
small | makes C hristmas in London
moves slow- | memorable.
playing | year makes it seem more won-

And each passing

g} 1\ empTE T

Woman Kills
Timber Wolf

RIVER VALLEY,
Mrs. Isidore Carre grabbed an
So we walk on down to Picca- axe and killed a timber wolf
dilly Circus and down Haymar- | that attacked her husband on
ker Street to Trafalgar Square, | his farm here.
which is truly the heart of Lon-| Mr. Ca
d

Ont. (CP)

rre, who was released
after treatment

“Just a5 I had stepped out the | down.
door 1 saw this big black figure | _The
leap at me,” he said. “It must | g =
have jumped 10 feet to grab me | pospita) in Sturgeon Falls, about
by the throat. I was thrown t0 |59 miles southeast of here.
the ground and we rolled ever |
il we were at the stable en-

in-law

Fernand Legault, managed &

ust
with
an axe and chopped the animal
wolf's fangs penetrated

inches in Mr. Came's
treated at a

| two

HUNTING EAGLES

I was yelling and my son- Russian sportsmen frain
ran to my rescue.” black eagles to hunt foxes, an-
r. Carve and his son-indaw, /telopes and wolves.

viting. Firms like Selfridges,
Liberty's, Bourne and Hollins. |
worth, Jaeger's and a dozen |
more vie with each other 1in |
their efforts to make their |
Christmas displays the most in-
viting.

Christmas trees line the bal- |
cones of the large department |
stores. Golden doves fly inside

ing out. There are much differ- | Byt there is that pounds, meet the
it ways_ of dealing with the | girls who now p’hy"‘_","’mu‘;; needs of the small family and
Christmas  shopping  problems | with boys' toys as with their |the size of the family's oven.

The price will be around 70
to 75 cents a pound, depending
on the area in which the house-
wife does her shopping and the
date on which the order for the

| Christmas bird is placed.

There are going to be slight-
ly more turkeys in_the shops

toy | this year than last. But the de-

mand, especially for the mini-
turkeys, is going to be much
greater. One Hampshire farm-
er who has a large flock of the
small birds, said:

“If advance ordering is any
indication of what the demand
is going to be, there is going to
be a sell-out. We were already
fully booked for all our turkeys
before the end of October.”

It is noted that more than

R T (N id | tin and plastic, which have
scionniofuinitiings they would | half the turkeys on the market

like as Christmas gifts. T he |been proven to have dangerous
children now pick their o w n |aspects

gifts in advance, And the children of today

this year will be oven -ready.

The Halifax Seed (P.E.L.) LTD.

Charlottetown

Walking through the s(ores,Jscem to

be more worldly wise
however, one can sense that

than those of bygone days. As T
there is ot too much change in | watched some of them in the
the nature of toys offered, ex-|toy departments, I could see
cept that there are some really [that they had definitely
modern additions to the lists. (made up their minds  w hat
The stocks have become more |they wanted, and liked to make
hliuernadunul, with toys from ' their own selections, There is

A JOYOUS
CHRISTMAS

BEST WISHES!
Here's a cheery greeting
o our many good
friends and customers
at this Yuletide season

JOHNSON'S
RESTAURAN

45 Elm Ave. Ch'town

KAY’S BROS.
Wholesalers

45 Queen Street Dial 4-5539

MAY - YoU - Bt
BLESSED
WITH - HAPPINESS

Management and Staff

ATLANTIC ROOFING & INSULATION

18 Spring Park Road

GREETINGS!
. .. Santa and

HUGHES DRUG

greet you .. for the
153rd Yearl -

We realize, with gratitude, on this, our
152nd Christmas

send greetings
152 years of business in
Island is the result of
your patronage and loyalty.

to you, that our
Prince Edward

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!

HUGHES DRUG €O. LTD.

TO OUR FRIENDS

ARNFAST PROPANE

139 Gt. George St. Dial 4--3500

CHRISTMAS CHEER TO ALL

OUR FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

STEWART

Charlottetown

MOTORS
LIMITED

BrorioUs YULE
GREETINGS TO
OUR FRIENDS

Management and Staff

MILTON'S
OLD SPAIN

Charlottetown

LARTER BROS.

Concrete Contractors

ceverence 10 a night of

wonder and holy joy, neorly two

thoutand years ago, may the spiritvel
blessings of that first Christmas be with us oll.

SEMPLE'S PHARMACY

Queen Street Charlottetown

was the night before Christmas

and all through the house,

SIMPSONS-SEARS




