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Tae Hannted House in Charn-
woad Forest.

From Fawill's Couniry Year Book.

One fine, blustering, autwen day, a
quict and venerable lonking ald geatle-
man might be ~een, with stck in hand,
taking s way through the streets of Lei-
cester, 1T suy one had followed him,
they would have found him directing his
steps toward thet side of the town which
leads to Charnwood, The old gentieman,
who was a Quaker, took nis way leisure-
ly, but thoughifully, stopping every now
and then 1o see what the farmers’ men
were about, who were ploughing un the
stubbles to prepare for apother years
crop. ltle paased, also at this and that
farm-house, evident!v having a pleasure
in the sight of good fat cettiv, end 1 the
flocks of poaitzy—fowls, ducks pgeese,
and tureys, busy sdout the eera dowe,
where the souad of the fail, of the swip-
ple, 24 they there term it was slready
héeed busiiy kmecking out the cora of the

last hountifal Barvest, Cur old fnend

for thaneh Yo dene faadli e, o not Bnow
hita. %o » "‘ Bt 1Y 10e IRe W 8D A
——our old triend waa try 7 On, Wi
pawse on the beow of & hill, &l a &

00 same stic bridoe, carliug W3
abliginge arch over a woh § .
the fr@h autwioual arr; ani o "
aronnd him, acd 10 hipse(t as iV io any

¢ Av, «il good, all beawtiiul? and so he
went on szain, Mol it woald not be !

b‘}f..vw he waoo .! We wrpest ? agam oy
clusters of peh, 12y black berries, ha oy
iny from sowe oid hawthomn hedge; «
by clasie:e oivuts banging by the way-
sioe through the copsa,  {n »ll these na-
tuga! beauues our old weviarer seemed
to have tna enjnyment of & child. - Bisck-
berrivs went (ito bis awouth, aad nuts
into his poclets; and =0, with

N0 fall

inquiring and thonghtful, vat
cheestunl j00%, the good old man weng oo

fie secmad bound for & long weik, and
yet 1o be . ne hursy., (o one piace he
sterped ta talk to avery eld labowrer,
wio was ¢lesntng out & droeh, and if you
had been near, you would heve heard
that their disvoniee was of the praL dave
and 11 @ changes= in that port of the coun-
try, whch the o1d labourer thonoht were
very wor
they were for him, for formeriy e was
b4 T g and fuil of | !"-*,_n-;w ha was old
and pearty ey of lide. Then he was
hgogan, Sing s0gs, made love, went tg
wai:s sod werry makings, Now his
wo i dave, und hie marrying daya and
his rearried doya were ower.
old dame, who in these younz, buxom
qf.yd Wiae R n,'..):)i fi\‘.'?ai, !‘:N'V, phl'np, anad
Lott heurted damsel, wad dead, and his
childten were maried, and eaouen to do.
In those Gaya, the poor tellow was mirony
and fusry, hed wo fesr aud ne cero; gu
these he wss weak and toftering s had
beea pulled and hovenssed 2 thousand
ways: sl was it a2 e wnd, Lke ap
()h{"'\' Kex-—1. 2,9 *ab‘h-;ﬂ('k GF COW Dars-
.';zy sralir, holluw ead dry, to be kuocked
qown and wodden 1eto the dust dome

meeh for the worse,

1
siin good

day.

§n9. anre enough, thoee dagy wero
much botter days rhan these daye were
to him.  No comparison, But Mr, John
Rasford, our old wanderer, wae taking a
wore cheertul view of things, and telling
the uearly worn-out labourer that whe
the mioht came there followed morning,
avd that the next would be a heaveniy
wornny, shining on hills of glory, on
waters of life. on cities of ihe blest, where
no sun rose, and no son sety and where
every josful creature of joyinl vonth, whe
hiad  been desr 1o him, and frueg to him
and God, would agzainl mest him, and
make times such as would cause songs of

And worse |
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praise to spring out of his heart, just as
flowers spring out ofa vernal tree in the
re-kindled warmth of the sun.

The old labourer Jeaned reverently on
his epade as the worthy man talked to
hin.  His grey locks, uncovered at his
laboar by any hat, were tossed in the
autann wind,  His dim eyes were fixed
on the distant sky, that rolled its dark
masses of clonds on the gale, and the
deep wrinkles of his pale and feeble
temples seemed to g ow deeper at the
thoughts passing within him. He was
listening as to a sermon, which brought
together his youth and his age; his past
and his future ; and there vere verified
on that spot words which Jesus Christ
spoke nearly two thousand years ago—
¢ Where two or three are together in my
name, there am L in the midst of them.’

He was in the midst of the two only.

There was a temple there in those open
fields, sanctified by two pilous hearns,

which no ringing of bells, no sound of

colemn oraan, nor veice of congregated
pravers, nor any preacher but the ever-
prewent aaw inviethie One, whe there and

then Mfilled His promise and was gra-
us, eovld hate made more holy.

yd drie i turned to set for-

. ) ¥ the oid ‘abeurer kindly

v the nd, and there was a oaze l;e'
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when Lo was cone.

eiriend pow went on with a
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e prik of Readoare, fuinons for
ftady Jane Grev, and the visit of
} g 18] R
H8r SCaonimasier, ot soenam,  fia
went on o 8 regicn of woaod X
At som= poven or eioht loa from Lei-

3 and b

center, he deow poar a volitary farm honee,
within the anctent hats of the forest of
Charnwoed. [i was cerainiy a lonely
place amid the woo ilands and the wild
yutnin fislds, " Evening wua et &
ping down; and ae the shade of mighs

ol
¥
At '
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an the scene, the wind toaesd more ruh-

rosted down the rocky valley,  John Bas-
ford went upto the fwvm house, however
24 of that was the ohicet of his Inurney,
«sl & woman opening it at e kaock he
woon disappeared witiin.

Now one old friend was a periect
gtranger here; had never been he
; hed Do acquaintance nor sctual
busipess with the inhebhanta, thoughany
one watching his progress hithar would
huwe heen quite satisfied that he was nol
vandering without an obfest. But e
merely stuied that he was somew hat
fatigued with h13 walk from the town, and
requested leave to rest aw hile.  in such
a piace, sueh s request 19 readily, and
even gladly granted.

Phere wes a cheerful fire burning on a
brght, clean hearth, The kettie was
sspwing on the hoh fue tea, 280G the con-
trast of ihe in-door comfort was sensibly
herphreacd by the wild gleom without.—

fore

The demer’s wite, who hed sdmiited the
strangér, #o0n went out, and called her
hashaud from the fuld yxr(L
plon, hearty sort of man s gave cue friend

.-

32 was

+ hearty shale of the hapd, sat dowa, and |

hewan 1o converse, A Jilie time seewed
to estabiizh a friendly interest between
the stranger and the farmer and his wiie,
John Besiord asked them whether they
woirld atlow hiin to smoke a pipe, whico
was not only readily accorded, but the
farmer joined him. They smoked and
talked alternately of the country and the
tovwn—Il.eicester being the farmer’s mar-
ket, and as famihar to i as his own
neighbourbivod. e seon came to know.
too, who his guest was, and expressed
mueh pleasure in the visit. Tea was

earried inte the parlor, and thither they
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all adjourned, (for now the farming men
were cowing inio the kitchen.) where
they sat for the evening.

f'ea over, the two gentiemen again
had a prpe, and the conversation wander-
ed over a moltitude of things and people
known to both.

But the night was come down piteh
dark, wild and windy, and old John Bas-
ford had to return to Leicester,

¢ Po Leicester ! exelatined at once man
and wife ;¢ to Leicester”  No such thing,
He mnst stay where he was—where
could he be better?

John Buasford eonfessed that that was
true, he had great pleasnre 1n conversing
with them: bat then, was it wot an un-
warraninble liberty to come to a stranger's
house, and make thns free?

* Not in the teast, the farmer replied;
¢ the freer the better!”

The matter thus was settled, and the
evening wore on; but in the course of the
evening, the gnest, whose gimple manner,
strong sense, and deeply plous fechng,
had saade a most favorabie impression on
his entertainers, hnted that be had heard
some strange rumors regarding this house
and that, in truth, had been the cause
which had attracted hum thither. ile
had heard, in fact, that a particuiar cham-
ber in this house was haunted ; and he
had for a Jons time felt & growing desire
to pasa a night mit. He now begged

thra £ e " H H
his favor mizht be granied him.

As he had opened this subject, an
evident eloud, and sometming of an un-
surprise, had fallen on ihe
countenances of both man and wite.--1t

ened as he proceeded ; the farmer
ithdrawn his pipe frem his monih,
i it on the table: and the woman
swan, and looked uneasily at their
suest, - The moment that he uttered the
wish 10 sh!“p m the haunted rooin, both
exclaimed in the same instant soainst it

i Mo, never!’ they exclaimed ; never,
on wxny consideration! They had made
a firm resolve on that pewnr, walch no-
would induce them to break
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Toe guest expressed himself disap-
pointed, but did not press the maiter
ifurther a! the moment.——He contented
himeelT with toming the conversation
guictly upon this subject, and after a
whila fonnd 1the farmer snd his wife gon-
frm to him every thing ihat he had héard,
Onse mora, then, and a9 meidentaily, he
exnressed his reopet that he could nut
gratify the carioaity which had brouohi
him =0 fir; aud, betore the tims for retir-
ing arrived, agnin *ventured o express
how much which he had now heard had
inereased his previous desire to prds a
icht in that room.  He did not profess 1o
halieyve himself invuinerable to fenrs of
such a kind, hut was corious to convince
himself ol the actus] existence of spiritual
agency of this character.

‘The farmer and his wife steadily re-
fused. They declared that others who
mad come with-the same wisk, and had
heen allowed to gratify it, had sufiered
stch terrorg 9= had made their after hves
smserable.  The last of these guests was

{ a elergyman, who received sucha fright

that he spfang from his bed at midnirat,
had deseended, gone into the stable, and
saddling hs horse, had ridden away at
full speed. Those things had cansed
theim to refuse, and that lirmly, any fresh
experimeat of the kind.

The spirit visitation was deseribed to
be wgeneraily this: At midnichr, the
stranoer sleepine in that room would hear
the laich of the deor raised, und would in
the dark perceive a light step enter, and
as with a stealthy tread ecross the room,
and approzeh the foot of the bed. "The
curtains would be agitated, and some-
‘hing would be pereeived mounted on the

e rawacsa
hed, and proceeding up it, just upon the
body of the person init. The supernn-
tural visitant would then siretch itself
full length on the person of the agitated
puest, and the next moment he wouvld
feel an oppression at his chest, as of a
night-nare, and something extremely
cold would touch his face,

[To be coneluded in ournext ]
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Arrival of the Yuglish Hail

About twelve o’clock on Monday night
the Courier arrived with the ¥nglish, Co-
lonial and American Mails. The Eng-
fish Mail reached Halifax on Friday
morning last in the steamship Niagara,
making the passage from Liverpool in a
liitl2 more than twelve and a half days.
We give below a summary of the mosg
Interesting news,

Liverroor, December 21,

The Papal excitement i3 wearing out
from sheer exhaustion, to be renewed
when Parliament meets op the 4th of
Febroary, The ides of March, when the
culininating point will probably be at-
tained, may prove as fats! to the Premier
as 1o Ceessr. ile cannot approach the
session without uneasiness; apd he will
assnredly miss the aid of the great spirig
who winged his way so unexpectedly to
anoihier world towards the close of the
Jast session. [t will be interesting to
witness the change which the Pajal ag-
sression will have on the state of parties,
or assuredly a great etfect will be pro-
duced by it

{.o6p Jonn Russenr’s MANIFESTO =~
it is reported that the feeling of the whole
body of Rishops of the Established Church
hes been sounded as to what course 1§
might be desmed advisable that the Irish
clargy should take in reference to the
rresent movement in Bnglend against the
acaressions of Rome, and that, so far, the
spirit of the apnswers, with oue exceptiofl,
Lad heen in accordance with the advice
wHeaed to have been given by his Grace
the Lord Primate, namely, that in the
present stage of the agitation it would be
nndesirable that the lrish Church should
mterpose in a question not, directly at
lewst, affacting the ineresis of the Irish
brasch of the Established Church. The
Pishop of Cashe) (Dr, Daly) 1s repoted to
be the prelate who holds a diferent opin-,
jon froue that eptertained by the rest of
1he eniscopal bench,

Vica Adwmiral Sir Charles Maleoln, K.
(.1, it is positively statad, relicves Vieg
Admiral the Barl of Dundonald, G.C.H,,
wa Commander-in-Chief of the North Ame-
erican and West lodia Station,

Eveey thing connected with the Greal
Industial Exhibition, is gone forward
swimiingly.  [unmnense preparations are
beinz made th ensure the most unbound-
ed success,

The governorship of St. Ielena has

heen offered to Sir James Einerson Tén-
neat, late colonial seeretary at Ceylon.
It is confidently stated that, within the
last tow weeks, Mr. Hudson has cleared
from £40,000 1o £50.000 by sueculation

in the Lancashire and Yorkshire Raik

way.

. Mrs. Jermy, whose hushand was assae. .

<igated by Rush, was married a few daje
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