
The Wonderful World of 
Writer's Block 

By Jonathan SMITH 
This week wouldn't be the first 

time I've found myself sitting at my 

computer, staring at the blank word 

processor screen trying to find a sub- 

ject to write about. The thin black cur- 

sor just sits there blinking away, 

almost seeming to be mocking me, 

waiting for me to do something... any- 

thing! Yet nothing comes. At least 

nothing that seems to be worth saying. 

I have to admit it to myself - I am once 

again plagued by writer's block. 

I'm sure everyone has heard of 

"the block". Whether they admit it or 

not, it affects almost everyone who 

writes anything at all, whether one is 

trying to write an academic paper, a 

work of fiction, or even an article for a 

student newspaper. 

It is that feeling of being 

stuck, of knowing what you want to 

say but simply being unable to put it 

into any sort of words that you would 

want to pass in to a professor and 

  

expect to be graded. It may be as sim- 

ple as not having any ideas at all, or 

something like not being able to figure 

out what to say in the next paragraph. 

It can easily lead to the sort of 

mood that can be extremely hazardous 

to one's creativity and concentration. 

It's worse when what your writing is 

not for your own amusement, but 

rather an important term paper or 

report that is required to pass that 

course you desperately want to com- 

plete. 

So what can you do when 
faced with this debilitating problem 

(short of destroying your computer and 

swearing off writing forever)? Some 

say that writer's block isn't real, that 

it's all in your mind. It's said that you 

can write through it as though it were a 

jungle, which, with the proper _ 

machete, can easily be conquered. I've 

found this to be somewhat true.Then at 

least they're down rather than being 

clogged up in your mind. 

A very simple way of solving 

the problem and getting past the block 
could be to simply write down whatev- 

er comes to mind, be it nothing more 

than a stream of consciousness(sp) 

thought or something specific like 
"Why in the hell can't I write any- 

thing!" This at the very least gets the 
gears turning and may help get you in 
the frame of mind that's needed. 

Another solution could be to 

start writing with some other section. 

If beginnings aren't your thing, start at 

the middle or at whatever point the 
words start to flow. As we all know, 

nothing is written in stone and any- 
thing can be rewritten a dozen times 
over. 

Writer's block is an individual 
thing. Some people may experience it 

a lot, while others aren't bothered by it 

very much at all. Regardless, everyone 

deals with it in their own way. So 
while this article may not offer any 
advice that hasn't been given before, it 

has at the very least allowed me to 

avoid writer's block for at least another 
week. 

  

EXPLORE INTERNATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 

2COUNTRIES ts 
2 UNIVERSITIES 
2 LAW DEGREES 

1 PROGRAM - J.D./LL.B. PROGRAM 

Receive both your Juris Doctor and Bachelor of Laws Degrees in 3 years. 

Save Time. Save Money. 

CONTACT US NOW FOR ENROLMENT IN 2003 

University of Detroit Mercy University of Windsor 
School of Law School of Law 

651 East Jefferson Ave. 401 Sunset Ave. 

Detroit, Michigan Windsor, Ontario 

www.law.udmercy.edu §  www.uwindsor.ca/law 

Contact: 
Carla S. Machnik 

J.D/LL.B. Program Director 
Tel: 313-596-9840 
Ene ee 

  

Graduates with joint law degrees enjoy diverse career opportunities: 
working for Canadian national law firms, 

pursuing Masters degrees, 

teaching American law in France, 

working for law firms in the United States. 

YOUR POTENTIAL IS UNLIMITED.   
 


