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Prime Minister St.

Laurent

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 1957

Official Confusion

an

bhe forgiven for being a little con-

fused with to

respect

the Middle

East situation, since others who are

more closely connected with

U\

activities are in a similar position

of bewilderment. Even

Secretary-

General Hammarskjold doesn’t ap-
pear to know on any particular dayv
what the next day is likely to bring

forth. At the same time, it

would

. seem not unreasonable to expect N,
St. Laurent to be in a position to
state Canada's official view concern-
ing the opening of the Suez Canal
in reasonably clear language. Fui-

dently, however, he isn't.
Questioned  In

few days ago about what

the Commons a

wou'd

happen if the Egyptian dictator were
to refuse to open the canal to ships
of all nations in accordance with the

stand taken by the majority
members, Mr. St. Laurent

of U.N.
replicd:

“Tt Is quite true that unless there is
acquiescence (on the part of Egypt)

In the attitudes adopted by

the

United Nations, the only alternative

would be the use

of force to

pvercome resistance.” Almost anyvone

would take that tn mean

that if

Nasser refused to open the canal to

all nalions,
would be brought to bear
him. But, apparently, that
what the Prime Minister
mind; for,  speaking on

to point out was that force

sidered, and

therefore

and has not

Colonel Nasser's whims:

a statement.

Is it not

or Egypt—to do about

including TIsrael,

the
subject a day or two later, he said:
"No, I was not referring to collective
action hy the U.N. What I meant

there is
other way of obtaining acquiescence
of the governments concerned that
ean be resorted to unless fighting
flares up again in that region.” When
questioned further as to whether the
situation has reached a point where
even the possibility of a resort to
force <hould be suggested, the Prime
Minister replied rather angrilv: “I
am not suggesting anything.” When
reminded of Mr. Pearson’s statement
last fall to the effect that UNEF's
Job would be to take steps to reopen
the canal and restore and secure
freedom of navigation, all he could
think of to say was: “That state-
ment was P'mdc‘ and ig on the record
been withdrawn.” it
would have been helpful had he
stated that It would not be with-
drawn in the future to safisfy
but
nn doubt, would have been too lucid

the

force
against
is not
had in
same

was an

alternative that could not be con-

no

that,

reasonable to assume
that the various statements quoted
above, if they mean anythln;: at all,
mean simply that the Canadiah Gov-
ernment does not know from day to
day just what it expects the TN
Suez
Canal problem or any other problem

connécted with it? It is true, as the
Prime Minister reminded his ques-
tioners, that Canada does not con-

trol the U.N. But it is also true that
y Canada had a good, deal to do with
the establishing of the U.N. force,

This fact alone gives the Canadian
Government the right to know, at
least in a general way, what the

force is expected to do.

Jumping At Shadows

“Why wait for Spring” Do lt‘
now!” We are all familiar with® this

slogan, stamped on all sorts of letters

in Canada as a cancellation mark.

It

put into use this winter as
~part of a general government pro-
ram to encourage Canadians to get

gatlon hecause Canada has ne diplo-
miatic states that the
“give evidence that the
Canadian Government is not led by
the desire to develop peaceful re-
lations but would welcome new
counter - revolutionary activity and
bloodshed in Hungary.”

mission there,

postal marks

Communists are one-ideaed zea-
lots. with no room in their mental
makeup for humor. They may re-
gret having made such fools of them-
selves over this amazing incident,
hut it is not likely that they will
enjoy the joke on themselves. 1t is
cortainly one of the most amusing
blunders  that has ever been per-
petrated in international diplomacy.
But its implications are more serious.
\What & world these Communists
must be living on, hag-ridden by such
fears and suspicions!

Menaces To Beauty

MroMorley M. Bell, Liberal mem-
her for Fifth Prince, has rendered a
public service by calling the atten-
of the CGovernment to those
Sunsightly scars” left on the Island’s
o nce picturesque landscape by re-
moval of clay for road building.
These ugly excavations are not only
offensive to tourists; they are of-
fensive to many of our own citizens,
and unless something is done soon
to correct the situation it won’t be
long before the natural loveliness of
ourcountryside is  completely de-
spoiled. Tt will be of little benefit 1o

Hon

have modern highways if they have
to be built at the expense of the
Island's natural attractions. There
is no point in saying that these
things are inevitable. They are

nothing of the sort. Any eompetent
engineer will bear witness to that
statement.

Mr. Bell's reference to the practice
of dumping debris of almost every
conceivable character along the high-
another matter that de-
serves prompt and careful attention.
Whether a special patrol, such as
Mr. Bell suggested, would help to

Wavs is

control this particular menace Is
open to question. Perhaps a greater
need s for better enforecement of
the laws which exist and stiffer

penalties for ignoring them. Above
all, there Is need for greater co-
operation on the part of the general
public. This, incidentally, is a matter
which might very well be taken up
in the schools. Certainly, they are

concerned  with subjects no more
important to social and cultural pro-
HIOSS,

EDITORIAL NQOTES

The Soviet Union has lost no
fime in trying to make friends in
the new Commonwealth state of
Ghana. In a message to the Speaker
of the Assembly, officials of the
Supreme Soviet expressed the desire
“to establish direct contact with
Ghana" at the earliest possible mo-
ment. To this end it was suggested
that a delegation visit Moseow “to
talk over friendly matters.”

. - -

Whatever troubles may be abroad
in the United Kingdom, the threat of
Communism is nof one of the more
serious ones. A report from London
says ‘that aftor a recent drive by.
Communist Party leaders to increase
membership there were 7,000 fewer
members than when the campaign
began. Membership is now down to
about 25,000, Tt never amounted to
more than 40,000,

L . -

Anvone needing a pair of homing
pigeons should be in Fort Monmouth,
N.J,, on the 23rd of March when’the
United States Army will dispose of
its‘last remaining 1,000 birds at $5
a pair—Ilimit, ten pairs to-a custo-
mer. Pigeons have rendered distingu-
ished military service since they first
took up the business of  delivering
messages, and they were used as
récently as the Korean War. Now,
however, electronic development has
made them unnecessary.

L . -

Massachusetts has started some-
thing original in aid to education.
Under an act passed by the legis-
lature qualified students needing fin-
ancial assistance will be able to bor-
row from banks up to $500 for any
academic year. The loans will be

organization to be known as the

guaranteed by a private, non-profit

1/
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SOME GOOD CATCHES MAY BE MADE HERE
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OTTAWA REPORT

Civil Servants” Pensions

By Paltrick Nicholson

Ottawa The House of Commons
was in unusually amicable mood
when discussing pension increas-
es last week. Members of all par-
ties spoke in support of the sug-
gestion that the government's pre-
war pension scale for civil ser-
vants  should he increased o
match the government's post-war
wage level

Howard Green, Progressive Con-
servative member for Vancouver
Quadra, put on record the pen-
sions now being paid by the gov-
ernment to its former employees.
28 pensioners are in the top brac-
ket, drawing between $500 and
$999 per month. 7.067 draw be-
tween $100 and $499: 8.618 draw
hetween' $40 and $99. and 5,644
draw less than $40, with an aver-
age of a mere $21.03 per month.

Mr. Green, in common with sev-
eral other speakers, referred es-
pecially to the plight of .civil ser-
vants who retired 20 or even 30
years ago. Their pension was and
is geared to the wages which they
received while actively employed.
Twenty years ago. all civil service
wages — indeed all wages jn Can-
ada -~ averaged not more than
half the present wages for the
same job. But at that same time
twenty years ago, prices were a-
bout half what they are today.
So a pension which was ad

les entered the discussion with a
typically practical contribution.
Quoting  with approval the words
of a prominent socialist M.P. in
the British parliament, during a
similar debate held there 13 years
ago. Mr. Knowles declared that
the public pensioner has no pre-
cise right to any increase in his
pension. The strict letter of his
contract has been kept. But, Mr.
Knowles emphasized, the fact is
that, underlying all contracts for
payment at some future date there
is an assumption, unwritten and
unspecified, but nevertheless im-
plied. That is thal the purchasing
power of money should remain sta-
ble. Unless such stability is sus-
stantially maintained, all time-
contracts are meaningless.

For a simple example, consid-
er the case of a civil servant who
entered government service per-
haps at the turn of the century,
who retired perhaps in 1927, and
who has ever since heen pension-
ed at say $50 per month. In pay-
ing him that sum each month, the
government is honouring the exact
words of it contract with him.
But in permitting the purchasing
power of that sum to be slashed
in half over the past 18 years.
has the government kept faith
with that former faithful civil ser-

in 1937 is today just as inadequate

as a 1937 wage would be today.

OH THAT GOLDEN DOLLAR
C.C.F. member Stanley Know-

vant? R ber too that the gov-
ernment accepled his pension con-
tributions in dollars which were
worth 100 cents as recently as
1939, and is today paying off its -

Flection Prebuaration's

Arthur Blakely In the Montreal Gazetle

Tough the election date remains
undisclosed, most Members of Par-
liament aren’t taking any chances.
They've already hard at work
making all of the necessary pre-
parations. And have been, in most
cases, for some weeks.

This involves more hard lahor
than their constituents might, per-
haps, suspect.

The electors back home must be
canvassed with great industry and
care. Canvassers must he ready
to presuade wavering supporters
that the constituency can't atford
to be represenied by anyone less
competent that the present M.P.
Each member must scrutinize his
personal record for the past four
years, in and out of Parliament,
and take such steps as he may
deem advisable {0 cover traces of
any embarrrassing slips of the
tongue.

At all costs, a speaking tour of
the home constituency must be
arranged so that the M .P. may
state the election issues as he sees
them, then explain them, The more
prudce ‘ones are also expressing an
alert interest in the personal back:
grounds of their actual or probable
election opponents, These
of course, aren't heing prepared
for the purpose of character as-
sassination. Bul it's as
wise (o have plenty ‘of ammuni-
tion on hand just in case

SCHOOLS OF TH

Campaign literatare must be
readied for distribution to the popu-
lace. And here, there are two
;lflmoh of thought. Some M.P.'s
ean sirongly fowards literature
which is of a highly sensational
and controversial nature, design-
ed to draw the reading publie

way from .eredn’m.‘i else which

campaigns require a plentiful sup-
ply of the same.

The election expenses of feder-
al candidates are now infrequent
ly increased by what Senator C.
G. Power has described elegant-
ly as “innumerable good works
which they are not in the habit of

forming at any other time."

AINFUL EXPERIENCE

Decades ago, but in terms which
still are entirely comprehensible
to the parliamentarians of today,
a disgruntled canadiate gave this
account of his painful axperiences.’

“Every post brought an appeal
for a subscription to aid some oh-
ject of scheme which was threaten.
ed with extinction through want
of funds to complete it, I was path.
etically implored to remember
that only a few pounds now would
complete some great and hene-
ficient work which, of those funds
were denied, must perforces be
abandoned and perish forever,
Bazaats, bicycle clubs, tricycle
clubs, boating clubs, skating clubs
football clubs, cricket clubs and
many similar associations adjur-.,
ed me to become their patron and
aid them with some pecuniary con-
oidel‘lﬂu‘.hxmu eva; I turned it
seemed teetotal festivsls
were organized for my special de-
light which I was required to fos-
ter and attend. Friendly socieities

scores an eager desire

mhn%mn. here s
rarely any scarcity of can.
can

obligation to him in dollars worth
a mere 53 cents. :

That is a very hot potato. 1
HARRIS NEVER CARRIED 1
Hon. Walter Harris, the never-
fazed- Minister of Finance, rose to |
speak last in the debate, replying
on behalf of the government. |
He did not refuse to consider the |
generosity obviously called for by
the temper of the House; but he
did point out one or two fallacies |
underlying the various arguments

put forward.

First he reminded the House
that the cost of living index rises
or falls every month. Yes, it did
fall, between 1947 and 1949. Should
Parliament legislate to change
pensions upwards or downwards
to match each change” He scoffed
at such an idea, even though many |
industrial employers do just that |
automatically. under the provis-
ions of their wage contracts. Per-
haps at the back of the fair and
common-sense mind of the Minis- |
ter there lurked a repugnance of
any government sponsorship of
such a built-in inflationary influ-
ence .

Then he mentioned that the ap-
parently low average of civil ser-
vice pensions is largely explained
hy Canada's unusual generosity in
granting a pension at 60 to any em-
ployee with five years service.
Thus these low pensions are large-
ly the reward for less than a life-
time of work.

Finally, Mr. Harris could not
ignore the touch of that hot pota-
to.

“Except for those contracts cal-
ling for the payment of the amount
of the debt in gold, I do not know
of any such principle in any com-
mercial transaction."

With those words, Mr. Harris
entered the defence of the govern-
ment against the possible charge
of false pretences, toward all pur-
chasers of government bonds and
of government annuities, as well
as toward low-pensioned civil ser-
vants,

The House was benign, friendly
and unanimous during that eve-
nings debate. It even enjoyed a
little exposition of the Social Cred-
it economic paradise from John
Blackmore. Yet beneath the sur-
face loomed unrecognized the dan-
gerous economic rocks faced by all
Canadians planning for their fu-
ture security.

Cult Of The Mediocre

(HamiMon Spectator)

The corrosion of an assembly.
Jine education that makes a cult
of the mediocre, a fetish of the |
mythical “‘average”, and a martyr
of the so-called delinquent,
complete a distortion of demoec.
racy and its so-called rights as
any out of the comic books.

It is a crime to penalize the

improve the life of
our generation, simply to pay lip- |
service to and theor-

| whitehead extractor,

Medically
Speaking

By Herman N. Bundesen. M. D.

CHILDREN LEARN FASTER
:m A PATIENT PA[IEN‘I‘
08t of you parents of young
children probably have your hands
full with the youngsters along a-
bout now.

The children are tired of being
cooped up in the house for so much
of the time during the cold weath-
er. Around the age of three or four
they just naturally do things with
great energy. And there are a
great many things they want to
do.

This is the time of life when tea-
ching begins to play a very import-
ant role in child's future life. He
learns more easily if this teaching
comes from some one he loves,

So let me caution you not to lose
patience with your tot simply be-
cause he has been more or less
underfoot all winter. Accidents and
injuries are apt to result if you
do.

IMPORTANT TIME

Teaching a child safety habits,
for le, shouldn't lect
ed because it's easier to tell him
not to do something after he has
already done it.

POOR WAY

Advising a youngster to ‘‘Stop
that”, after he has done something
he shouldn't is a poor way of
teaching him. It's a poor way
of protecting him.

Keeping your youngster safe
takes a lot of planning and fore-
thought. So does teaching him
safety fundamentals. Patient teach-
ing by example does a lot more
good than reminding a child that
he has done something wrong.
DANGER SPOTS

Keeping him out of cabinets and
rows of drawers, for example, can
be accomplished easily if you
simply pass a ruler or some other
stick through the handles. Sharp
knives and pointed utensils. of
course, should be kept where a
child can’t reach them.

But this isn’t ' enough.
got to show the youngster

You've
how

! these utensils are used and what

they are used for. In this way he
comes Lo realize that they are not
toys, but have a definite use and
that there is a definite time for

| thier use.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

C L.: What causes whiteheads
and what can be done for them?
Answer: Whiteh are d

An armless man has been
-cused of forgir * cheque with his

v doesn’t matter should
what happened i: municipal elec-
tions in Woodstock, N.B.' The
count on election night showed a
candidate elected by a single vote.
The defeated candidate called for
a recount—and won by seven.—
Ottawa Journal

The eynical barbers think mest
men grow beards to cover some
facial defect. Beards make fat-
faced men look thinner, and make
weak-chinned men look stronger.
And if a man is both fat-faced and
weak-chinned a beard is almost
as important as an upper lip. —
Sherbrooke Record

Because of a drop in attendance
the Toronto Symphopy Orches-
tra’s “Pop” concerts, held in Mas-
sey Hall during the last 1 years,
are to be discontinued. Television,
parking problems and a trend to
Friday night shopping are blam-

| ed for a drop in concert attend-

ance. What's all that stuff we've
been he.ring lately about the
birth of a Canadiar “culture?”.—
Brantford Expositor

The Vermont state legislature
has killed a bill ‘o revive the fifty-
cent bounty on porcupine ears.
Black marketing in ears, the proff
of the kil', 'vas the trouble, It
seems people gagged New Hamp
shire porcupines and collected the
bounty in V  1ont. Not only that,
but some hunters became adept
at f. "“‘oning sup| ementary ears
— as man_ as sixteen pairs from
a single porcupine carcass.—New
York Herald-Tribune

It is unfortunate in the extreme
that the Gordon Commission used
the language it did in making ref-
erence to the Atlantic provinces—
the situation of this region and a
failure to grasp language that sug-
Rests a shallow approach to cor-
rectly the importance of the area
to the nation. T' resourced of the
Atla: region are largely un-
known as yet to the remainder of
Canada. Its strategic importance

| by blocked ducts of the sebaceous

glands of the face.

The face should be steamed and
the whiteheads squeezed with a
or with the
fingers over which a clean towel
has been placed.

The Age Old Story

Consider the ravens: for they
neither sow nor reap; which neij-
ther have storehouse nor barn;
and God fesdeth them: How much
more are ye hetler than the fowls?

OUT OF THE EAST
Silhouette against sky -
in the first faint light of dawn-
he crows to shadowed windows
and pale - (ars.
We turn from dreams
that blur within our minds,
that glide back into recesses
like half-developed film.
Here where our mirrored forms
glaze and glow

~with walking motion,

our fingertips

eyelids.

smooth open our

0 ever wondrous the east

and the flared faa of color over-
spreading the earth!

We slide from smoothness of linen

to firmness of floor.

Dazzled with saffron we lean into
light —

And the glad cock crows!

—Gertrude May Lutz,
in the Christian Science Monitor,

OUR YESTERDAYS

From the Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(March 11, 1932)
Important amendments were

| adopted at a speical meeting bf

the City Council Monday night at
which the press was excluded,
The council will ask for legisla.
tive authority to issue $23,000 ad-
ditional debentures and to make
many changes in regulations gov-
erning civie voting, taxation and

‘ :(her phases of the Incorporation
el

A disastrous fire occurred at
Green Road on Saturday when the
Towie it Ssiwsd. The e

e was . A
which started in the attic from a

is par to the safety of the
cor ry and “as heen likewise ov-

| erlooked or discounted by the Gor.

don Commission.—Atlantic Fish.
ernmen

i

The one sure way lo Improve
our financial situation and redyce
taxes, or at least to hold the line, <
is to return an emphaic “Ng"
1o the poliiician who seeks to bribe
you to vote for him with benefits
for which you will have to pay in
the long run.--Guelph Mercury

A hoard of 2,500 Roman coins
which was ploughed up on Wool-
stencroft F >m, Agden, Cheshire,
is not régarded as treasure trove
and nov bec es the property of
Mr. 8. Frochling, a former Ger-
man prisoner of war, who unearth-
ed it with a horse plough. The
coins were in an earthenware
bowl which had apparently been
damaged by earlier ploughing.--
London Times

The Vermont sta'e legislature
has killed a bill to revive the 50
cent bounty on porcupine ears.
Black-marleting in ears, the proof
of the kill, was the trouble. It
seems people bagged New Hamp-
shire porcupines and collected
the bounty in Vermont. Not only
that, but some hunters became a- .
dept at fashioning supplementary
ears— as many as sixteen pairs
from a single porcupine carcass.
—New York Tribune

AUTO
INSURANCE

If you have full auto

coverage
insurance; just turn over all your

troubles to us when an accident

occurs.
Be prepared, let us plan your
complete insurance program (o~
daya >

Hyndman & Co. Ltd.
61 Queen St. Dial 6567

"Psst — they pay 2% % interest on savings et
The BANK of NOVA SCOTIA”
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