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THE SENATE.

|
Hon. Mr. Howlan rose to submit the |
motion on the paper in his name which |
read as follows: ‘That he would ask the
House to take into consideration a return
to an address to His Excellency the Govs
ernor General, to cause to be laid before
this House a copy of all appointments to |
and dismissals from office in P. E. Island, as
well a3 a copy of all petitions and other
papers connected therewith since 1st July
last, and would tben move the following
resotution. That in the opinion of this
honorable House, itis not in the interest
of the good government of this Dominion
that any officer of the Civil Service should
be dismissed from office unless for either
misconduct or incapacity.’ The hon. gent-
leman proceeded to say that the papers
brought down had not been printed, but
that was not his fault. P. E. Island had
come into Confederation on st July, 1873,
when it was necessary in the interests of
the public service of the Dominion that
several of the Departments should be re~
organized, and new appointments made
under the new arrangements. These ap-
pointments were not made until the follow-
ing November when we, its representatives,
were up here. What we complained of
was that without any complaints against the
new appointees they were removed from
office—not that at that particular time the
Government which made those appoint
ments had not & majority in the country
at their back, and that therefore the said
appointments were not entitled to the
credit allowable under other circumstances.
It would be remembered, the lsland was
then a portion of the Dominion, and it was
y the appoint ts should be
made. After July the Custom House offi-
cer at Charlottetown had to doall the work,
50 thatin the interest of the public service
the appointments had to be made. The
appointment had been filled by his (Mr.
Howlan’s) suoccessor, and he filled the office
with due satisfaction to the department ;
but without any notice of any incapacity on
the part of the eflicial, as of any misconduct
in any way he was removed summarily in
January, The particular appointments
made in the Island were in the Custom
House, Inland Revenue and Post Office
Department. The first difficulty arose
when the Deputy Minister of Inland Revs
enue oocupied the office. The different
appointments were sent direct from the
department in Ottawa to the offices below.
The new officials complied with all the con~
ditions of the acceptance of office. He
spoke at present particularly of Messrs.
Ferguson and MacNeill, both of whom
were in the Inland Revenue Office. An
officer from Ottawa went down to swear
those gentlemen in, but strangely enough,
on reaching Charlottetown, discovered he
had not the power, He said in the cor-
respondence that he then applied to the
Minister there—Hon. Mr. Laird, he sups
posed—who also probably discovered he
had not the power. The matter was then
referred to the Department. At this time
the gentlemen were in possession of their
offices, and the gentleman from Ottawa was
to examine them and report. They had
handed in their bonds, but he notified
them next day that they must not take
charge of their offices, though twenty deys
had elapsed since their appointment. The
gentlemen who occupied the office for the
time then, wrote the letter of the 24th
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November to Mr. Brunell, the assistant | 4

head of the Department,
Hon. Mr. Aikins here suggested that the
g:pers should be printed, to enable mems
rs to understond this question in all its
branches

After a brief conversation by several
members on the subject,

Hon. Mr. Scott said it was unnecessary |
as the facts were admitted, and upon them |
the hon. gentleman proposed to lay down a }
principle as to such dismissals. !

Hon. Mr. Howlan promised to give the |
information contained in the papers in the |
course of his remarks. He continued to
say that this was a most important gues- |
tion, involving all the provinces as well as |
Prince Edward Island. He desired to show |
there was a necessity, a basis, in fac', and |
Jjustice for a resolution of this kind. After
Mr. McNeill had received office, with all
his instructions and rations, he wrote
an answer acknowledgi

ing the receipt of |
the letter, informing him that the Governor ‘
General had been pleased to appoint him
Revenue, &c., and on |
the 20th of the month he had received a
note as follows : ¢ Please do not enter on |
the duties of District [nspector until further |
advised.’ This was certainly strange cons ]
duct when viewed in the light of other |
circumstances detailed in the corresponds |
ence. The hon. gentleman continued |
commenting u the danger of such con~
duct. The official from Ottawa travelled
all the way to Pictou, stopped two days
there and then crossed to Charlottetown
before discovering he had not power to
administer the oath to a gentleman some-
time appointed, and ready with all his
securities to fulfil the conditions required
by his appointment. The strange feature
of the case was«, however, that the Hon.
Mr. Laird was there all the time, doubt~
less ready to give his advice and to inter-
fere, though not the minister of that par-
ticular department. It was a singular co-
incidence that he was there, and he left
the Hcuse to draw their own conclusions
from it. He next read the narrative of
the Ottawa official, including his mention
of his consulting Mr. Laird on the occasion.
He (Mr. Howlan) could understand his
consulting the head of the department in
question. A Mr, Nash, connected with the
service here at Ottawa, was sent down and
remained until the 9th January. when the
(Governmeat appointed John A. McDonald.
The matter had been left in abeyance from
November until January, one party thinks
ing that he had the office, and another
telling him that he could not get it. This
was an extraordinary position to be placed
in, Mr. McNeill assumed office, but the
correspondence did not give the letters
which passed between him and Mr.
Patterson at Ottawa. Mr. Ferguson
was an assistant at the same plaee
office, and was put through about the same
operation as the other. Next we come to
the Marine and Fisheries Department. To
that office were appointed Mr. John Cors
bett and Dr. J. T. Jenkins, and it might be
surprising that at this moment Mr. Corx
bett supposed he had got the office. He
was nspoinud on the 13th of October
and dismissed on the 6th of De-
cember, but at present he had no know-
ledge whether he was really dismissed or
not. He wrote a letter to the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, having no direct
communication with the ofice. He was
one of the best architects in the Dominion,
was every way fit for the position, and could
procure -oc\l:ri for ,0;)10 %re $50,000 as
appears by his letter to the Department.
lg nnlwe: to his note he was informed
from the Department—* I have to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter, addressed
to the Minister of Marine, requesting to be

retained as the Inspector of Lighthouses,
and in 1 have to inform you that the
te lio idered.”” He (Mr. How-

lan) presumed the matter was under con~
sideration. Yet, to this day he did not know
whether he was dismissed or not. He con-~
tended that that gentleman ought to have
been notified of his dismissal, =0 as to have
been able to act in the matter in the way
most eonducive to his interests. Dr. Jens
kh‘&omdiuloﬂur.mapponudon
the 18th November, dismissed the 6th
December. Up to the time he left the Is-
that

Department,
dismissed Colonel Gray, Adjutant General,
and Mr. Freeland, paymaster. They
were dismissed ; but some bright star in-
fluenced the fate of those gentlemen, for
i is act was done

in the dark, but those gentlemen a|
have some good friends in the cil,

appointed the next. They were a sort o:
double-barrelled gentleman, for they were
appointed by both Governments, and there-
fore must be good ofticials. In the Custon:
House there was only one or two dismissals.
Mr. Collector Currie perhaps owed his good
luck to his connection with the paper of
Mr. Laird, the Patriot of which he was ed~
itor. Mr. McLennan, who was removed,
had no charge of wi duct or incapacity
brought against him since he accepted the
office on the 4th November yet he was
discharged on the 9th of January, He
would necessarily, in the meantime, have
given up his private business, He was
sober and industrious, and every way quali
fied for the post, still he had been kept in
suspense up to the 9th January. A paper
with respect to the dismissal of & man
named Costain, being dismissed at Sums
merside, had not been produced. He was
aman 50 years of age, but was suddenly

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND,

deprived of his little salary. His petition
for reinstatement was signed by nearly all
the clergymen, bankers and merchants of
the place. His successor had been as sud-
denly and mysieriously appointed as in the
other cases. The Auditor General's De-
partment was one of the most i rtant

as they all knew. The Treasurer of the Is- | of Parish politics introduced here, the inter-
land was appointed to that particular office | esis of the Dominion would not be the suf-
with an assistant—a young man who had | ferer
held ofice underall Governments, useful and | the adoption of the American principle in

He was | Canada
advised to take the oflice, and there was no | in one case,

very difficult to be done without.

complaint made against him. He was well
qualified and experienced, yet he 100 wus re-
moved from oftice on the 12th January, a
particularly unfortunate day for all officials
in Prince Edward Island. He (Mr. Howlan)
contended that this policy was injudicious
and hurtful to the public interest. Those
gentlemen dismissed had not received that
courtesy and fairplay to which they were en-
titled. It might be answered as a strong
argument that Government made those ap-
pointments when they were going out of
power, but several ofticers were also appoint-
ed in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick at
that particular time, yel he was not aware
of their baving been treated as the Island
officials. It was rumored in the Island that
a clean sweep was going to be made of the

offices in the Custom House, Inland Revenue |
and Post Office Departments. That would aw

be most unfortunate for the inlerests of the
Dominion, because the system pursued in
the Island might be carried out in the other
Provinces. The Islaniers were & contented
people, and small as they were as a commu-
nity, they were not calling for better terms.
Their present officials had given entire satis-
faction. The Government, if they disturbed
the trade of the country by deranging the
post office and other public departments,
would not be acting for the advantage of the
country. Beford Confederation the Islanders
had the unfortunate habit of turning out the
officials with the change of Government.
(Hear, hear, from Hon. Mr. Scott,. For this
and other reasons we advocated Confedera-
tion, after which we hoped the practice
would cease. He knew it would relieve the
Leader of the Government to be freed from
the necessity of making those changes. In
conclusion, he said he was strongly opposed
to any dismissals from the civil service ex-
cept for misconduct or incapacity. He thank-
ed hon. gentlemen for the patience and
courtesy with which they had heard him,
and concluded by proposing the foregoing
resolution

Hon. Mr. Scott replied at conmsiderable
length, explaining the conduct of the Federal
Government in regard o the Island dismiss
sals complained of by Hon. Mr. Howlan,
whom and his colleagues in the Local Legis-
lature, he dencunced for having, in their
ays’' tenure of office, swept the Island De~
partments of the officials, many of them ald,
eflicient and well-conducted, in order to put
in their places political friends of the men
just raised to power. No notice was given
the dismissed of the intention to dispense
with them, in the interest of the friends of
the Ministers for the time being. Yet this
hon. gentleman had the audacity to complain
of dismissals on the accession of the Ottawa
Government. They had acted generously in
the matter, allowing half the number of the
newly-appointed officials to retain their
places, restoring only half of the improperly
dismissed.

Hon. Mr. Miller made a lengthy speech. |

He favored the resolution in the abstract,
but would not vote for it because it clearly
implied a censure of Lthe Government

Hon. Mr. Wilmoi said that it would be
most unfortunate to adopt the policy, that
to the victors belong the spoils
American system, was in every sense bad
The true system wae the British, under

{

| present system, particularly, that an incom-

|
{

|

9

|

|

This, the |
| tieman gives his answer, dees he intend to

which a certain number of officials wers, by |

Act of Parliament, prevented from interfer-
g with polities, or voting, or, if allowed to

| vote, forbidden touse any politica! influence

for any party.
his judgment, to allow Government officers

to go out and canvass for a candidate, as it |

would be to allow them to canvass against
the Government of the day. While he con-
curred in the abstract proposition brought

Island (Mr. Howlan) ha agrecd also with a
great deal that fell from his hon. friend op~
posite (Mr. Miller) including the opinion that
the passing of this motion, relative to the
dismiseals in this Island, wounld amount to a
censuré to the Government. He thought,
moreover,that a more unconstitutional course
could no" have been pursued by any Govern-
ment, than appointing 150 to 200" officials,
frosu the highest te the lowest grade, while a
vote of Want of Confidence was pending over
them, and a majority of the people’s repre-
sentatives were opposed to them. He thought
this conduct could not meet with the approval
of this Chamber. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. Aikins regretted very mueh that
the papers brought down to the House wera
not printed. In regard to their contents, he
knew nothing. It would have been very
much better had the House beam put in poss
session of their contents. He had learned
for the first time of some political difficulties
with regard to the Island and the Civil Ser-
vice. He was not before aware that within
a few days of Confederation, a number of
officials had been swept out of official exist~
istence. The hon. gentlemon opposite (Mr.
Miller;, had made use of language on this
subject, with reference to the late Federal
Government, of the strength of which he
hardly seemed to be fully awars. Some of
his expressions were unnecessarily strong on
this occasion. He took unjustifiable ground
in his criticism upon the appointments of
that Government, which he (Mr. Aikins) was
prepared to defend. (Hear hear., He ad-
mitted, however, that the Government had

power to make these appointments. Not a
doubt of it.

Hon- Mr. Skead — How many did you
make ?

Hon. Mr. Aikins said he did not know. If
the ground taken by some hon. gentlemen
was correct, that the Government had no
power to make them, then it was the duty
of the present Government to annul them
He would ask his hon. friend opposite if that
was the course pursued ?

Hon. Mr. Miller replied that he did nol
say the late Government had not the power
to make the appointments, but that the ap-
pointment of 80 many persons under such
circumstances, was unconstitutional and un~
precedented ; but that he did not deny that,
within the limited British precedent, certain
appointments might be made by an outgoing
Lrimstry.

Hon. Mr. Aikins—Well, if it was uncon-
stitutional, the late Government had no right
to make them

Hon. Mr. Miller—That did not fotlow.

Hon. Mr. Aikins—If it was unconstitution-
al, he hoped the wrong would be remedied.
He felt quite satisfied, from the remarks of
the Secretary of State, that such was not the
intention of the Government. He did not
know how many appointments had been de-
cided upon by the late Government, but he
stated unhesitatingly that they had a right
to make them, and, as made in good faith, it
was obligatory to carry them out. Some
were of an important character, but if un-
constitutional, he did not think the present
Governor, knowing the facts of the case,
would have been a party to such appoint-
ments.

Hon. Mr. Miller objected to the bringing
in of the name of His Excellency in a discus-
sion of this kind

Hon. Mr. Aikins said he was not speaking
of his Excellency.

Hon Mr. Miller rose to a point of order.
The hon. gentleman said the Governor had

approved of the appointments, and would |
not have lent bimself to anything of the kind,
had they been objsctionable. Thai was au |
unparliamentary remark,

His Hon. the Speaker, having been aps
pealed to, decided it was not in order to use
the name of the head of the Government,
with regard to the action of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Aitkins replied thet he would
with4raw his remark - but one statement of
the hon. gentleman opposite he would deny
in {olo—namely, that the late Government
made these appointments after they knew
they were 1n & minority in the other House.
To that he would givea distinct denial. As
soon as the late Government became aware
they had not a majority, they placed their
resignation in the hands of Jis Excellency.
With regard to the general question of the
objectionableness of introducing the Ameri-
can system, he believed there could be no
two opinions.
eral, abstract principle should be brought
up in connection with what might be con-
sidered a pelty political squabble in the [e-
land.

An Hon. Member—Parish Politics

Hon. Mr. Aikins—Yes: if there were less

He believed every one would regret

At the same time, were it adopted
it would have to be applied in
all. It was quite objectionable, under our
ing administration should dispense with the
services of officials unless for misconduct or
incapacity. It was most unfortunate the
general question should have come up in
this way, mixed up with the local circum-
stances of the Island. He was not aware,
moreover, that the question was Lo be
brought up tosday. If he had been, he
would have looked into some of the faets of
the case, and whatever views he might have
bad, would have, probably, presented them
with much more clearness and force than he
had exhibited on this occasion. He would
vote for the hon. gentleman’s motion if he

decided to persist in it

Hon. Mr. Bureau expressed the surprise he
fejt at first seeiag the notice of a motion of
ant oi confidence in the Government, for
it would amount to that, on the paper of the
Senate. He had no doubt his hon. friend
(Mr. Howlan) merely wanted to evoke a dis—
cussion, not intending to press the motion
further. Considering the composition and
antecedents of the Senate, it would be a
most unfortuate thing to place it in a position
of expressing want of confidence in a Govs
ernment possessing an overwhelming major~
ity in the Lower House and country. 1t had
been said that the late Government, of late,

{

|

appointed their friends mainly to the Senate,

and that it would not give the existing Gov-~ |

ernment a fair trial. He believed no such
intention, feeling confident that this House
would judge of all matters before it in spirit
of independence and justice. He deprecated
this motion or such a conlingency as a vote
of non-confidence in the Government, which
would produce a dead l!ock in both the
Houses of Parliament. He understood mote-
over that the hon. mover was not desirous
of embarrassing the Government, were such
a thing possible, but that he intended giving
them a fair trial. His object was probably

attained by this discussion, and he would | [Hear, hear)

therefore advise him to withdraw his motion.

Hon. Mr. Kaulbach was understood to ex-
press the opinion that it might be betier
should the motion not be pushed to a vote,
though, on the abstract principle, he wouid
vote for it.  He believed the late Island Gov~
ernment made the dismissals complained of

| under peculiar circumstances, and that the

late Federal Government found
to fill the vacancies referred to, and could
not be censured therefor. [le thought the
remark of the hon. member for Richmond
(Mr. Miller) that those appointments was
not decent or constitutional, was quite un-
justifiable.
them.
the subject of a partv vote

Hon. Mr. Dickey moved the adjournment | Yornment out ol b
The: - | outs, without any great political principle
There was a good deal of | Y 8 I

of the debate,
business on the paper, which would not be
otherwise disposed of.

Hon. Mr. Howlan said Lie had no objeetion,

reply to ilie Secretary of State on a future
occasion, and show the impropriety of intro-
ducing into this discussion tha politica of the
Island
Hon Mr. Lettellier.—Aner the hon. gen-
withdraw hiz in
Hen. Mr. Howlan.—1 will consider
matter after my reply. I should like
know, is it the intention of the Government

tion ?
the

I

‘:
.
»
|

>
5

l

l
l

it necessary | (o the

|

|

| but with the consent of the House ha would |

| He

10 |

| to remove any maore of the officiale of the |

|

| forward by the hon. gentleman from P. E. |

It would be as dangerous, in | Island ?

Hon. Mr. Letellier —Whenever there shall
be a just canse.  [Langhter.]

The
carried,

matiom to adjourn the debate was

Hon., Mr. Campbell said twenty-one dis | the Post Office and other branches

| Customs Department

MONDAY MAY 25, 1

Hon. Mr. Penny—Did this officer leave his |
| office to canvass?

Hon Mr. Campbell said he had not an
office which occupied ali his time. He had
the most satisfactory certificates as to the
ample discharge of all the duties connected
with the Battery. He had a right io leave
when bis duties were discharged ; but in
spile of his services, because he chose to
support Sir John A. Macdonald, he was
dismissed from his office most cavalierly, not
having been able since *o0 obtain, to letter
afler letter to the Department, more than the
mere acknowledgment of their receipt, and
the intimation from the Adjutant General
that they would be laid before the Minister
of Militia. Without a word of explanation,
without an iola of reason, and when in the
full exercise of his duty he had been harshly
and unjustly dealt with, his dismissal being
a most arbitrary and objectionable act.
Though he (Mr. Campbell) was a Con<erva-

He regretted that this gen ' tive and a Tory, (hear, bear) he believed he

was more liberal than the hon. gentleman
opposite, as he would rather see all
the public officers vole, no matter what side
they took, than be deprived of the franchise.
(Hear, hear.) If the hon. mover (Mr. Hows
lan) saw fit 1o press the motion to a division,
most certainly he should have his vote He
thought that the resolution did not point to
the real path of his hon. friend’s charge. It
said that men were not to be dismissed ex-
cept for misconduct or incapacity. He sup-
posed that that was such a general proposi-
tion that they could all adopt it; the hon.
geotleman’s real contention was, he thought,
that officials should not be dismissed on ac-
count of the political course pursued, or in
reference to the elections. Whether bhe
pressed his motion or not, he had done good
in bringing this matter before the Bouse, and
'n exposing the course pursued by the Gov-
ernment on the Island—a course arbitrary
in the extreme, and which reflected no cred-
it on dhe Federal Government. Their con-
duct was tyrannical, and not in consonance
with British usage precedent, but a depart-
ure from it for the purpose of giving vent to
the ill-will and partizan prejudice of their
colleagues on the Island itself. (Hear, bear.)

Hon. Mr. Haviland said that when the Sec-
retary of State spoke the other day of the
change of Government en the Island, of the
dismissal of the Collector of Customs from
office, the hon. gentleman himself having
taken the vacancy, he (Mr. Haviland) told
him with all courtesy that he was mistaken
in the information upon which the speech to
this House was founded. [Hear, hear.] It
0 happened that the Government now in ex-
istence in the Island ran a general election in
March, 1873, and was sworn into office at the
end of April, and that the Collecter of Cuss
toms was so violent a partzan that he sent
in a written resignation of his office to the
Clerk of the Executive Government. After
that resignation was sent in, he was a mere
locum tenens till the Hon. Senator was aps
pointed. He remained in that office until
the elections took place in the Island to the
Federal Parliament, until the remaining vas
cancies were filled up by the late Govern.
ment—that of Sir John A. McDonald—for
the Dominion. when they filled this office
with a gentieman every way capable by ex-
perience, talents and character, and afler he
had received his commission, and held oftice
four or five weeks, he was dismissed without
rhyme or reason, the gentleman who resigns
ed the office in April being put in his place,
If there was one thing more
than another that made him a Confederate, it
was his desire to get rid of the villainous
American system of rotation in office, which
the Island had been afllicted with since 1851
till it became part of the Dominion. The
motto of the successful politicians was vive
victis — woe to the vanquished. Every
man was turned out with the change of
Government, from the Provincial Secretary
tide<waiter, a consequence, on the
eve of a general election, the excitement in
such asmall colony, was tremendous.
had heard the saying—the smaller the pit,
the more fiercely the rats fight. (Laughter.
On such occasions,that little colony was a

Precedents might be found for | hot-bed of political excitement. from one
He would be sorry they should hr-I

end to the other. Every man not in office
Jjoined with the opposition to get the Go-
It was the ins against the

at stake. The system worked great evil.

and corrupted the political morality of the
colony. He did hope when they became
part and parcel of the Dominion that,

whatever rule upon which the loeal offices
filled by, Dominion offices would be filled
on tho some principle as is 121 Great Britan
had cherished this hope ti'! he had
learned by bitter experience within the last
few monihs, that the contrary wonl be the
result He had heard a great deal the
other day from the hon. member for Rich-
mond, as o the numerocus offices filled by
Sir. John A. McDonald's Goverament, on
the eve of their seate. As to the Island.
howaver, the vacancies were occasioned by
its entering the Union. The whole of the
passed over to the
Dominion, and they had no Inland Re-
venue themseives. The supply of the of-
fices ot thesa depariments fell of course
to the Dominion. It was the same wilh
It

| missals were made, and only four or five| Was a natural consequence of a Cabinet
were of impertance. The others being ap~ | retirement, and a principle enunciated by
pointments of officials of inferior rank, ap- | all constitutional writers, as well as the
pointments which one wonld have supposed | late Sir Robert Peel, that a Gov ernment
would not have engaged the attention of | though resigning might fill up existing

this or any other Government.

was not in a position to make them, accord-
ing to British usage and precedent, in the
regular, ample and complete discharge of all
its duties, but because they were not filled
by persons friendly to the gentlemen whe
represent the Island in the Government at
the present moment, The appoiniment had
often been sacrificed on the principal that
“to the victors belong the spoils.” e under-
stood that the Secretary of State on a previ-
ous occasion disclaimed the principle of
turning out officials on account of political
bias or antecedent. He would like to draw
his attention to a case in Kingston, where a
gentleman holding a commission in the mili-
tia, a surgeon of Battery A. at Kingston,
was concerned,
Hon. Mr. Scott—Not a eommission.

Hon. Mr. Campbell—Yes, a surgeon holds
a commission ; this gentleman held a com-
mission as surgeon unattached, and was ap<
pointed to be assistant surgeon to Battery,
A. He was also, it is true, a physician in
private practice. He had been doing duty
for something like a year and a half. He
chose, in the exercise of his undoubted
rights as a subject of Her Majesty, to give
his strong support to Sir John A. Macdonald
at the recent elections. He voted and cans
vassed for him, and did all he could for
him

Hon. Mr. Carrall.—And perfectly right
too.

Hon. M. Campbell—Yes, and perfectly
right. (Hear, hear ) What was the resuit?
A few days afterwards he was dismissed. It
was hard to say whether he was dismissed
from theservice al large or from Battery A.,
because it appeared by the Gazelle that the
services of Assistant Surgeon Stoange were
announced as dispensed with, the notice
being signed by the Deputy Adjutant Gens
eral himself. We had in this instance a
gentleman of merit and high standing, who
had discharged his duties in a manner which
gave satisfaction to those 4n command over
him, and who held testimonials from the
officers commanding the Battery, Colomel
French and Major Irwin, with 'certificates
attesting the satisfactory way in which he
had discharged his duty to the Battery—and
because he voted for Sir John A. Macdonald
his services were dispensed with, a!though
the Secretary of State said he did not believe
that officers under the Government should
be obliged to vote for them. Yot this gentle-
man who did not hold an office under the

Government, in the strict sense of the term, |

had had the ill-will and vindictiveness of
Ministers vented upon him for supporting a
candidate opposed to them. He gave that
as an instance of the conduct of these gen-
tlemen who talkffair with their Jips, but act
in a mos! tyrannical manner against any in
their power who chose to oppose them. He
differed from the hon. gentlemen who had

spoken before him, saying that officers of the |

Government of necessity should vote with
the Goverament. This principle of prevent-
ing members of the Civil Service from voting
at elections had been deparied from in Eng-
land for the last twenty years, the tendency
there being of late to allow everybody to

They were | Vacancies.
reversed, not hecause the late Government |

|

Suppose the present Federal
Government happened to be in a minority
on any great jjuestion hereafter—(a mem-
ber: which is very unlikely) he presumed
they wouldg take care 1o fill all the vac-
ancies before handing over their portfolios
to their successors. (Hear, hear, and a
laugh.) HMe did not think any honorable
gentleman could find fauwlt with suech con-
duct. Whether 1t was desirable that bLis
hon. friend (M. Howlan) should press this
motion or not, he was unable to say. He
had a declaration from bolh sides of the
House, that they all approved of the British
principle. That was all he cared for; he
would be content to leave things as they
were on the Island, provided that the Gos
vernment for the future would carry cut
the principle and foilow the practice which
had grown up in Eunglend, and received
the tribute of admiration of all lovers of
constitutional Government. [Hear, hear.]

Hon. Mr. Howian repliad at great length
to remarks mads in opposition to his motion
on Thursday last, particularly those of the
hon. Becretary of State. He commenced by
stating that he had always been guided bya
strict regard for the truth in any explanations
or allegations made befors this or any other
public body. He repudiated the imputation
that he had brought up this motion from fac-
tious motives. He said to the Senate of this
Dominion the smaller provinces mnst look
for protection. When the great wave of po-
licical passion or change swept over the Do-
minion, leaving material effects elsewhere, it
did not influence the Senate, which was the
existing place between the Crown and the
people, where right was might, while, in
another place, might was right. Taking that
view of the matter he thought his duty to
obtain for this question of dismissal from of-
fice a thorough handling and discussion. He
bad no desire to embarrass the Government,
having resolved to give it a fair trial and as-
sistance, reserving to himself the right of
ultimate action in aceordance with the dice
tates of duty; and under these circumstances
he felt he would have been remiss had he
not exposed to the Houss the reprehensible
misuse of patronage and the gross pieca of
tyranny exhibited by this Governmentin a
treatment of a number of the Prince Edward
Island officials. In reply to Mr. Bureau, he
utterly declaimed any intention of moving a
a vote of want of coufidence in the Govern.
ment. He would never so far forgot his duty
as 1o with to shake a Government possessing
80 large’'a majority in the other House. /Hear,
hear). He was not dissatisfied with them in
all respects ; they were doing what he wished
from his standpoint. (Hear hear and a laugh.)
And he had no wish to see them going out of
office. He protested against that hon. gens
tleman attributing improper motives to him.
He knew the Government were urged by cer-
tain representatives from the Island to make
other changes,and this discussion would do
more to sirengthen the hands ofthe Govern-
ment,if they chose to resist improper pressure
then it could possibiy do to weaken them. He
repudiated the idea of desiring anything to
weaken them. When he brought this matter
up, the Secretary of Ssate accused him of
missusing his position in this House, but that
hon Gontleman, like every lawyer with a

vote ; and when in the epirit of that princi- | bad case, could only abuse the plaintiff 's at-

ple the change was made, enabling Custom | torney.

He had broken the rules of Parlia-

House officers to vote, it was desired to | ment to read a newspaper article, written by

follow up this law to the extent of allowing
every one to vots ae he pleasad.

|

the very person whose own action had ﬁlaced
him outside the P. E. Island Custom House,

| the Senate with abusive newspaper articles ;
| but if he wanted to de so he might find with-
| in the columns of some newspaper not very |

S

He (Mr. Howlan) was not going to trouble |

{

far from Ottawa some cogent and telling ex- |
posures and denunciations of the hon. Secre- |
tary of State himself. He was not going 1o I
search the purlieus of political apestacy— |

(Laughter)—for argumenis or accusations DBOYDBCen its favor.

Hon. Mr, Campbell said be would exs

plain that shortly,

Hon. Mr. Letellier said the motion pro-

posed to assert an abstract principle, in no
need, whatever, of affirmation, and there
fore. he was the more surprised to see the
hon. member from Kingston ready to pros

It would ouly go on

against that hon. gentieman, he himself neyer | the minutes of the House, and would be

baving played the part of a political apostate.
(Renewed laughter.) He had spent 14 vears

and no friend of nis directly or 'ndirectly re-
ceived any appointment. He was not afraid
to let his public character stand side by side
with that of the hon. gentleman for examina-
tion by the light of the day. The hon. gentle-
man went on to denounce the P.E.lsland Pai-
riol as the worst paper known to the Island’s
history ; as deveid of common honesty, and
the receptical of all the fith and slander of
the colony. Its proprietor and editor was
Mr. David Laird, and it had been condemned |
by a resolution of the Local Legislature,mov-
ed by hon. Mr. Haviland on 30th May, 1872,
for falsehood, by & vote of 14 10 6 in & House
containing a majority of the editor’s political
friends. The hon. gentleman went on to
state the circumstances connected with the
last local elections and the results by the

als from office, stating emphatically that Mr.
Currie upon the success of the party opposed
to his own bad given up the seals of his ofice
the day afier the new Government was sworn
in, in accordance with the system of the
Island. How that could be called a dismissal
no honest man could conceive. Me retorted
the eharge of audacity upon the Hon. Secres
tary of State. If ever au audacicus statement
was made by a Cabinet Minister it way the
other day, when he had said that one half
the oflicials enly were turned oul, 1o make
room for an equai number of the opposite
party. Had that been so, he (Mr. H jwould
never have raised his voice in the matter
Only the rank aud file of such offices as in
the Custom Mouse, were allowed to remain,
so the hon. gentleman's statement was most
fallacious

Hon. Mr. Scott objected to the language as
too strong. He made the statement on what
he believed was proper authority. He was
under the impression then was,and siill, that
the Gevernment's action §intended the offices
should be fairly divided between tha two
parties. He did not make the statement on
his own authortty

Hon. Mr. Howlan said the hon. gentleman
erred through ignorance er willfulness, and
he could take which horn of the dilemma he
chose. This was the true statement. There
were (wenty-one appointments made, fifteen
were dismissed, five retained, and ene re-
signed The hon. gentieman went on to
analyse the list of dismissale, the motives of
which he denounced as pelitical hatred and
malignancy. He began with the father of
the hon. Mr. Pope, and went on to speak of
Hon. Colonel Gray, who had bheen, without
warning or cause, suddenly dispensed with,
only two of the Dominion appointments being
respected, and concluded by sajing he was
glad of the apparent disapprobation the ex-
posure of such improper executive conduct
bad elicited in this House, and much good
would be done should it be emphatically re-
buked as regard tbe time to come. He had
not acted from faultefinding or factious mo~
tives in this matter. Me knew that every
officer throughout the Dominion was Jooking
10 this debatie tosee what the seitlement and
aclion of the Senate would be. Let minis-
ters get up and state that for the future no
diemissals would take place except for mis-
conduct or incapacity, and he was ready to
withdraw the resolution, otherwise he wounld
press il to a divisien

Hon. Mr. Letellier said the hon. gentle-
man had thought proper to put a question
at the end of his speech to which, before
going further, he would reply that it was
the opinion of the Ministry that, in the
interest of the good Government of the
Dominion, no officer of the Civil Service
should be dismissed except for misconduct.
incapacity or just eause. This he was
ready to declare. (Hear, hear, from both
sides.) And when they saw the debate
take the course it had, and his hon. friend,
a member of the late Ministry, (Mr. C.)
assail the present Government in the most
violent way, he felt convinced that hon.
gentlemen did not remember the manner
in which he and his colleagues were treated
by the Opposition of a former day. He
(Mr. Letellier) could not pay him the com-
pliment of saying that his conduct on this
occasion at all resembled that ef the late
Opposition under similar circumstances.
What was the Government accused of 7
Dismissing persons appointed to office by
their predecessors. By whom appointed ?
By men against whom the great charges
were made, and over whom a vote of cens
sure hung for the most serious political
offences ever formulated against a Cabinet.
They were charged with selling the charter
of the great Pacifi¢ Railroad of the coun-
try, and the evidence was so strong against
them that they could not do otherwise than
resign ; and when the House of Commons
and the oountry had sustained the men
who brought those charges, when the ac-
cused had lost the confidence and respect
of both, they took upon them to dispense
the public patronage as if they s with
pure reputations, every way entitled to
exerciss ministerial power and rights in
the matter. Noman could have gone to
the country and been applauded in saying
that a Government under these charges
had any reason to dispose of half a million
of money by promotions and appointment
of persens they would immediatsly leave
behind them, thus exercising an undue
patronage. When the new Ministers came
into cr, the ink was not dry on the com-
missions of those appointed pre d,
such acts having been performed the very
day of the change of Government. He did
not comment upon this matter on account
of any injury to the new Ministry, but to
the interests and morals of the country.
It ill became the late Ministers and their
friends to come here, after all this, and cast
reproaches upon their successors in the
manner witnessed. He referred to the
sale of the charter for money to corrupt
the elections in 1872, and 8ir John's tele-
gram —‘‘send me another ten thousand.”
He defended the action of the present
Government, as regards the Island dis-
missals, stating that the late Government
made appointments on the 4th and 5th of
November 'ast, though quitting office,
themselves, on the 6th. They were kept
in them by the Macdonald Government,
their situations being the bait for their
votes and influence. It was said the Local
Government of the Island acted upon the
views of the majority, but that majority
had sent here a majority of supporters of
the Dominion Government, Its action in
this matter was not intended to injure any
hon. member, but to rebuke and make
amends to the improper conduct of the
late Government, in taking upon them,
while such grave charges hung over them,
and a vote of censure by the majority of
the Commons was threatened, to make
these and other appointments.

A Member. —How do you know there
was a hostile majority ?

Hon. Mr. Letellier replied, by the fact
of their resignation, and by the great ver.
dict of the electors subsequently. [Hear,
hear.] What were the new Government
todo? They decided, after consideration,
to cancel appointments made after the date
of the charges, those whom they though:
fit to be re-appointed. They knew it was
boasted, at the Opposition caucus, on the
7th of November, that e was taken
out of the hands of the new men in power
for ten years. Was it likely or reasonable
they should not consider the position, mors
al and political, of the men who had made
those appointments? Were the resigned
Ministers in a position to declare that 150
persons should have been named by them
to offices, 2¢ an expense of a million, when
they dared 1.nt have asked the House for
an appropriation to that amount for the
E.du:poaey He ocontended the Government

just cause for what they had done.

As to the complaint of the hon. member
for Kingston &r Campbell] about a dis-
missal, he not told them that all the |
officials t:: the Penitentiary had voted
against candidates supporting the pres
sent Government, and actually used the
horses of the institution in working for Sir
John Macdonald,  {Laughter].

out England.

| like affirming that right was right, or snow
] was white.
of political life without holding apy office | aid, was quite in favor of the
dismissing nobody except for incapacity,
misconduct, or just causes.
never abused
the public patronage in the way witnessed
on the retirement of the late Canadian
Government.
would have been the making of 1,500 ap~

The Government, as before
principle of

u se Mr, Gladstore
Is position, or prostituted

A parallel for its conduct

intments, and such a scundal wou'd
ve roused a storm of indignation througls
[Hear, hear. )

Hon. Mr. Campbell said, as to employ-

ment of Penitentiary sleighs to convey vos
ters to the polls, he desired to remove s
reflection on the very deserving Warden of
that institution.
the elections, very much pressed for men,
there being not more within the buildings
change of Ministry, and the various dismiss- | than he had occasion for.

He was, on the day of

h On the morning
In question, he met all the men in the

antesroom, and said the elections were gos
ing on, and they knew he was short hands
ed, and those who desired to vote should
get the sleighs, in the name of the Dep-

uty Warden, and go in them to the polls ;
the sleighs to take back the men who had
voted, in half dozens, or $0, in order to

avoid delay, and enable the officials to res

turn promptly to their places. The sleighs

thus went backwards and forwards, carrys

ing the voters of the Penitentiary only, to

and fro. They were not employed with
any other electors,

Hon. Mr. Lareiiisz—For whom did he vote ¥

Hon. Mr. Cawrnsrt—For Sir John A. Me-
Donald.

An hen. Member—And voted right too,

Hon. Mr. CawmprerL—And voted right. Ia
the Post Office Department, which he was fami-
liar, there were eleven officials, who would all
be delighted to vote for Sir Johu, but were terrie
fied and frightened out of their desire by reasow
of intimidation. One voted against the iate
Premier and the rest absented altogether

Houn. Mr. LerkLuisk.—I do not vouch tor the
last statement

Hon. Mr. Canenmrr—I vouch for it.

Houn. Mr. MoNrGomgry s« 1 thatwhen these
appoiatments were made he «as a supporter of
the Goverament, but he did wot approve of the
poliey of the late Goversment, when they made
them. He was not consulted ou these appoint
ments, aad he did not thick that a minority of
f the people’s representatives, had a right to
make them. He thought the hon. geotlemas who
had moved the resolution, had accomplished all
that was mecessary, by the discussion that had
taken place, and it would be better for him to
withdraw it, but- if he did not, he (Mr. Montgom-

ery) would make a motion himself,

Hon. Mr. Havruorse said that aithough »
vumber of appointments made in Prince Edward
Island had been disturbed, there pever was any
intention on the part of the Goverament toador s
any other than the old constitutional practice,
Now he thought the case was aeither American
uor English. ~ Weither practice had been closely
followed out in this iostance. With regard to
the English practice, it is based on the priociple
that the Government of the day will look to
those officials who are in office for complete it
formation in their several departments ; but, he
would ask how conld Mr. WMcKenzie look to
those men who were appointed in Prince Ed-
ward Island for such isformation, and who were
knowa to be decided partizans. The cass had
vo parallel with the English system By all
means he was williog to grant that the outgoing
Govercent should take those appointments,
which truly beloag to them, but here was & ca:e
that might wever occur again, except Newlounce
land ‘ame into Confederation. He hoped his
hou. friend would withdraw his motion ; but at
any rate, he (Mr. Haythorae) was quite prepared
to defend the position which the G )verament of
the day had taken ouw the question. With re-
gard to what had been said about & statement
made by the editor of a newspaper, he might re-
mark that it was quite possible for any man to
make & mistake. The wice of making a false
statement was the making of it knowing it to be
false. When that statement was made in the
paper the editor stated what in his opinion was
true, but when he found that he was mistaken
he made the ouly reparation in Lis power by a
thorough recantation of the whole matter.

Hon. Mr. Trudell, who spoke in French,
said that after a declaration so satisfactory
as that which the Government had made
through one of its members, and after the
statement of the honorable author of the
motion he could conceive no further room
for argument, and no reason to continue
the debate, nor was it to pursue the discuss
sion he now arose. But he felt it his duty
to protest against the proposition announc~
ed by the honorable member for Alma -a
l)roposition which would have the eftect of
owering the character of this honorable
House if admitted by its members. The
honorable member had put the question :
In case of a vote on the present motion
hostile to the Administration, what would
be the result of it? And he answered by
affirming that such a vote smounting to a
vote of want of confidence would be redicuy
lous when the Government had a majority
of not less than 110 in the Commons, Now,
he considered it his duty, as it was the duty
of the whole House to protest against such
a position, and to repulse it. [Hear hear.]
They must not lose sight of the fact that
they were called by the country to judge
of the accounts of the Administration, and
that they ought to do irrespective of its
strength or weakness, When all the de-
tails of the Administration were duly sub-
mitteéd to their judgment, when they acked
for returns from any branch of the admini«
stration, having reference to any possible
fact relating to the public service when they
expressed an opinion on the merits of ad
ministrative acts, would there be a single
member on the floor of the house who would

pretend that they were encoaching upon

the privileges of the other [louse? If,then,
they were, in the exercise of their privis
leges, fulfilling a duty by thus acting, they

ought not to pretend that their judgment

was of no consequence, even supposing it

had ne immediate result for or against the
Government —that is, though it did not
affect its existence.
Alma asked what would be the judgment
of the highest tribunal in the country—the
decision of the highest House in the D is
nion.
would be of great importance, having the
effect of showing to the country the de.
gree of considering whick ought to be im-
posed in the administration.
of the House had not this importance it
was of no utility at all, and the Senate
should no longer be a part of our politic. {
institutions.
ize and appreciate the importance of the Senate
or to ask tor its abolition if they judged it of such
winor importance b

ttood the bearing of the n
rom Alma, and if go, he would b
offer that hon. gentleman, by his
an opportusity
opinios, if 1t
to those who sat on the Oppo

The hon. member for

And he held that such a judgmenrt

If the action

They shogld either recoge

He w

ht have misunder-
marks of houn. friend

preseat remarks
g the whole of bis
sented. Now as
ion side of the
when they gave the Ade

House with himeelf,

mipistration a fair support asd when they took

have a color
gave the

care to avoid all act
of systematic opposition

»a that might
when they

fullest fair play, they did not do so irom feeble-
ness, but because they understood they did got

allow the slightest tinge of ¥ spirit to eater
the Senate. For that mode a and spirit of
of fairpess, they wanted to have credit from the
Goveraoment, and he was sure it would not be
withhela.

After a few words of explanation from the hon.

Mr. Letelier, the motion was withdrawn,and it

being six o'clock,the House adjourned until half-
past seven o'clock.

The condition of the flood in Alabama is

thus told by the Demopolis News :—* The
water is higher than for forty years. and the
crops, where they were up, have been ens
tirely destroyed. The river in the direetion
of Forkland is about four miles wide, the
old fair grounds and the entire bend being
completely submerged.
waters extends as far as the eye can reach,
and the landscape looks like a floating
forest, ] b

waters may be seen cabins with smoke is:
suing from the chimneys, but without &
spot of dry ground within a half mile.

The waste of

Here aud there dotted over the

y remind us of gunboats with their

dark roofs and sing'e smoke stacks. Flat,
boat loads of

ple and uttlefu-e conses
o s dee.d., rom overs
gmm'l’m"m'.m‘séme cattle have already

be drowned, but no human lives have been
lostas yet,’’
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