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THE BIBLE QUESTION.

MEETING OF PROTESTANT MINISTERS AND THEIR
FRIENDS AT THE TEMPERANCE HALL.

On Friday evening, the 13th instant, in pursuance of notice,
a meeting was held in the T'emperauce Hall, for the purpose of
adveoecating the introduction of the Bible as a class-book n the
public schools, At an early hovr, a great number of persons
were in attendance, and before 7 o'clock the Hall was filled
to overflowing. At half~past 7 o’clock, it was moved by Capt.
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| Word. They have not the Bible —they never had it. (Applause). I pear fair enough, and seem written ina liberal spirit; but I jintended to open Heaven to us, and to secure our eternal sal-

[ The Bible is the Word of God. 1t 15 a goad book to read. If
80, we must read it when weare young ; for as we grow up the |
duties of Life leave us Little ime to read.  Besides, youth is the

| proper seuson when the lessons of that sacred book will sink
into the heart, and incite it to look up to God as the giver of
all grace and the controller of destinies. ‘T'herefore, we can- |
not do without it in our public echools, and we must have it |

|there—not by sufferance, but by authority. (Applause). The |
| Bible gives a stability to character which, without its aid, would |
at best be of an wdificrent stamp.  Ignorance of the Bible is

can deteet, lurkine beneath a specious exterior, a design the
most alarming.  "I"is true, the Bishop, in his apology, says he
was misinformed in regard to the expnlsion of Catholic children
from a publie school ; but he does not contradict the assumption
that no prayer shall be used in the public schools, and he has
the assurance to think Butler’s catechism must be used! He
would wish to prevent Protestant ¢hildren from using the Bible
as a class book ; Jut the catechism and mass-book must be
used! I belong to no secret society, and my acts and thoughts
are displayed openiy in the face of man as inthe sight of

Orlebar, R. N.. that Colone! Gray take the Chair. The Rey. followed by moral and social degradatior! Look at Spain and | Heaven. (Hear! hear!) At the last meeting of the Board of|
y RONG, . y take air. .

Mr. Duncan opened the meeting with prayer.

COLONEL GRAY then addressed the meeting : Ladies
and Gentlemen—IHaving been called to this chair | avail myself

of a prescriptive right 10 say few words declaratory of my sen- [re
dunens and opmion on the subjeet to be brought before you |y,
this eveniag, and | trust no one w this room will accuse me of | \orfored with.
dmitating those » ho, the essence of intolerance themselves, are ((arested in ke

always the first {o cry out for toleration from others. It has
bcen'my lot to pass many years amid divers nations,—among |
people professing the various creeds of Greeks, Romaus, Copts, |
Jews, VMooslem, Bhoodists and Pagans, —and all my experience
fas tanght we that no good ever arises from coercion, per-
secution or reviling. | would rather convince my fellow men
by fair argnment and sound reasoning, than by rougher means. |
But at the same tune that | am willing to accord all license ufl
dhought and practice to those who choose to arrogate to them- |
selves the warshipof other Gods than the God and Fathe: of|
our Lord Jesus Chrst, and who deny, decry and repudiate |h¢‘i
the truths in God®s [oly Word, as a descendant of forefathers |
who slept an the heather, who were hunted like wild beasts
aud mercilessly shot down with their wives ond hittle ones, be-|
cause they would not forega their right te worship Ged, not |
according to the doctrines and com nandments of men, but in |
accordance with the plain truths and commands set forth and |

|

evjomed n the Bible,—1 say, | would be a tecreant, if I could |
~view with apathy aud unconcern, the disposition of the Board |
of Bdacation, under this Government, 1o deprive my fellow |
counatrymen of what they shounid value dearer than Irfw itse!f, ’
—the privilege of having their children daily exercised and |
instructed in the sublune truths only cootained in what has |
been so aptly and properly
Book, bright candie of the Lord,

termed, *¢ithat most wond’rous

the star of Kiernity, the only |

etar by which man’s bark can navigate the sea of hle|,
und wain the Port of Bliss securely.” ( Applause.
Ju isonly a few months ago [ passed some hours in conversation

with one of the wost estimable and pious of the noblemen nf“
benevolence, vast puilanthropy |

Faunoland, one whose unbounded
aad earnest z al in the good ciuse has ganed him a chs
which must be well known 1o you all — | allulde to the Earl of
fltesbury —better known to the children of England as Lord
As<hley. This excelleut man was exulung over ail the good
| k""\"M accrue from the fict of the people of England having
Just sont ont two willon copies of the holy Seriptures transluted
tuto the Chinese language, to the people of that country, for the
purpose (Applause)
Now, | usk, what woald this great man say if he were told tha

[
syhi

of dissemnating in their village schools.

the children of Protestant parents, in a Protestant colony, under !

u Protestant Queen and Government, are ploced in a worse
position than the heathen themselves. Is tns to be? 1ok |
hear you ailsay 7o ; (*N.! No!””) und 1 call npon you my dear
fellow countrymen, o prove by this evenwg's proceedings
that, standing shoulder to shoulder, you will not bring such a
s!3in upon onr memnories as that of a people who would sacri-
fice theiwr children’s birthnieghit and their religion!

The Chairman then sat dowo awd the most enthusiastic
applause,

Rev. Mr. LOCKIIEIAD.
resolation—

I. That this meeting desires to express their deep sense of the ser-
wicks of the Kev. D). Fitz zerald and Mr. Stark. in bringing under the
notice of the ['rotestints of this Isiand letter of the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Churlottetown, and their opinion ghat the two
gentlemen above mentioned liwve acted in an honorable and conscien-
tious manner iu their places as members of the Board of kKducation,
and that had they not acted so, this meeting is of opinion that they
would have been guiity of a betraval of Protestant interests. Further
resolved, That the Roman Catholic Bishop’s letier be printed forthwith

I beg to propose the following

the

I am sorry this meeting has occurred so soon after the pre-
ceding one, as | have scarcely had time to recrmit my mind
It may not be unproper, however, to offer a few crude and nu-
digested remarks. Those who are acquainted with the Rev.
Mr. Fuzgerald will be convineed that he has acted at tlus
<rigis as a true lover of religion ; and his services, | am con-
vinced, are appreciated by all of you. (Applause). There
may be some who would object to printing the Bishop’s
Jetter—1here may he some who say he was wrong in copying
it; but I say he has done right. (Applause). If he did not
do us he has done, | shonld consider he betruyed the Protes-
Aant wierest, (Applause)  Hints have been thrown out by
some of the Government officials that he would lose his seat
st the Board of Education,” for his activity in exposing the
Adanger with which we are menaced. Thus threatened, will
not the meetng evdorse the course he has pursued, and throw
©ver him their protecting aegie. It is resolved that the Bis-
hop's letter be printed. “T'he letter has heen read at many
Aveeungs; but it s fit that it should have a more extended
«irculation, as it is desirable to know the Bishop’s intentions
anore fally. Nome think he did not mean to exclude the serip-
Aures from the pablic schools, nor debar the children of Pro-
Aestants the free use of seriptural teachings; and indeed a
<ertain portion of the Press supporied this opinion ; but jt is
evideut the Bishop had other intentions, the least dangerous
.of which was the exclusion of the Bible. Did the Bishop mean
Ao tolerate the Bible in the public schocls—and did he write
dhe apologetic letter in good faith? If he did, it would be
sufficient, and we should take him at his word. But we have
reason to know that the true cause of such a course was a fear
of the consequences of Frotestant indigunation. (llear). |
wonder how the Bishop could have the assurance to write such
a letter to the Board of Education. e must have thourht the
Protestants low indeed if they would sabinit to have the Bible
put aut of the public schools. The Bishop secms to forget
that publie scinols are supported by Protestants as well as |
Cathalics, and who would not subscribe to the system of dark-
ness and superstition he holds to. Could he dream the Pro-
testants of Irelaud or Scotland —where Knox is loved so well
—would subwit 10 his impiety or godlessness? Let him and
his supporters remember we are descended from those who
fought and bled for the truth ; and we will not be behind them
in our zeal for the good cause, but be ever willing 1o live or
die in defence of the Bible, in defiance of Rome and its mas-
ters, who have wussacred them ! {Applanse). Sulli amwilling
to live on good terms with Catholics —many of whom | enter-
tain a great respect for—of whose Cliristianity and love for the
Bible I have no doubt, and whow | expect to meet in [Heaven.

\schnuls— God will assist our endeavors, and crown our labors

]t!nlw what was their duty as Christians and Protestants.

acter |

France. \What is the cause of the assassinations, suicides and
robberies, practised in these countries ? [t 1s because they have |
not the Bible. (Applause).  Look at the United States of Ame- |
[rica.  What is the cause of 8o much infidelity and disregard of
ligion in that country ? It is because the Bible has been |
rown out of their public schools, and 1ts free circulation in- |

But 1t is said that Catholics are as much in
eping the Bible in the schools as Protestants. It

is also sad that Catholics have their own Bible, which they do ‘
not object to pat 1nto the hands of their chuldren. Give them l
thew own Bible then, and let the Protestants have theirs; we |
waut nothing but fwirplay, a fur field and no favor. (Ap.) There |
may be some difference mthe plunsof teachers 5 yetif objection |
should be made by Catholic parenis to their children being in-
structed 1o the Scriptures, the reading of them might be left
till the last, and they could have an oppoertunity of withdrawing
from the school. la fine, whatever pian be adopted, if the
Bible is lefi out of the public schools, all ouragination will go
for nothing. It is said that the Catholics give as much for the
support of education as Protestants ; and are they to be treated
as wnleriors —as if they had not equal rights with Protestams?
Assuredly not. [t they pay as much »s Protestants, they are
entitled to the same rights—the same privileges.  Then let us
proceed i our determingtion to have the Bible in our publie
with success! (Applanse)  But those who oppose us for poli-
tical ends may be assured they will not have peace here, nor
happiness hereafier. lLadies and gentlemen,—You will per
ceive that the resolution asks vour concurrence in saying that
Messrs, Fitzgerald and Stark have done what is right—have |
ftis]
due to you in the meantime to explain why they have so acted |
i this matter. ‘T'he Boatd of Edueanon is composed of indivi ‘
lnalsof various denominations.  When Mr. Fitzgerald first took |

} his seat at the Board, he was opposed to having the Bible lofi

out of the public schools, and entered his protest on the books.
It may be asked —Why did he remain? Why did he not re-
Because hie thought that by remaining he could do good
[thereo  All was peace and harmony unul thé letter from the
Bishop was receved —a letter so full of dangerto Protestantism
He read it 5 felt unpressed with a seuse of impending danger ;
copied it.  Fbeiieve he has done right; and so long as |
a voice 1t shall be heard demandine 1hat s services to
Protestauntism shall oceupy their proper position. (Applause)
L Will yon then forsake these gentlemen who have incurred the

hiepleasure of Government to serve you; and who are stigia-
| ised as betrayers of secrets 7 (Cries of » No!” “No!”) No,
you will not ;3 vou owe a debt of gratitude to them, and so do
all lovers of the Bible. (Applause) | might say something on
the subject of religion, and what we owe to it as professors |
hat I'have already trespassed too long on your patience. W hat
I do say, however, I say 1o earnest. You will hear from somwe
of our conntry misters, who have come to assist us, to stand
by one another as Protestants. | ask the rev. gentleman 1o read
ihe Bishop’s letter.  lts contents should be known,

Gow. Urlebar, R.N., sceonded the resolution.

Rev. DAVID FITZGERALD. 1 confess I did not think.
when | copied that letter, it would cause such commotion—that
it would arouse, as by a common sense of danger, all who had
the mierest of their eternai salvation, and that of their children
at heart; but there is an overruling Provid nce above us,
which reads the hearts of men, like an open volume, and
whigpered 10 our fears that danger was abroad. But he who
| can rase the whirlwind can subdue the storm  Then, when
| God thus moves us, let us in unmistakeable language tell them
we are determined to have the Bible in our public schools
(Applause). In copying the Bishop’s letter, I did it because |
felt it incumbent on me, and a duty [ owed the cause of Pro-
’wslumh‘m, 10 nake its contents known, that Protestants might
be prepared to ward off the blow aimed at the foundation of
their religion ; and that they mizht protest against the perpe-
tuation of a system which they have reason to distrust. The
Bishop’s letter to the Board, I am convinced, was intended 10
work a change in the present school system. I will read the
letter and vou can judge for yourselves—

““Rustico, 7th Nov., 1356,

“ My Dear Sir,—As a friend of free education, 1 take the liberty of
addressing. through you, a few words to the gentiemen composing the
Joard of Kducation on a subjecc which has occasioned, and continues
to’ occusion, a good deal of dissatisfaction and ill-will throughout
many parts of the country —a sabject which, if not speedily removed,
will before long impair the efficiency of our mixed public schools. It
appears that immediately on the Free School Act going into operation
the Board of kducation issued an order to al! schoolmasters under
the operation of said Act, to recite before and after school, a certain
ormula of prayers. With this injunction many masters. from conscien-
ticus motives, have silently refused to comply, while others have
enforced compliance therewith by threats to expel from their schools
all who would not assist thereat, either Jongre or malgre. 'To prayers,
in some mixed schools, are now added other religious exercises, such
as teaching and singing sectarian hymns, &c. In the Normal School
the same prayer as above is forced on the young men frequenting that
lustitution, of whom many are Catholies, and are besides made to Jisten
to lessons from a version of the Scripture, in the correciness of which
they do not believe. This introduction of religious matters into our
public mixed sehools is the work of scandal, and the whole cause of
the present prevailing discontent among Catholies. 1tis a well-known
fact, and a fact which cannot be concealed, that the population of this
Island is made up of many denominations of Christians, all more or
less oﬂmsed to each other in their religious teaching, and although
they all live, and wish to live, on friendly terms with their neighbors,
whatever be their creed, yet they disliké as much to see their
children forced to kneel in prayer with persons and under a master
professing a creed diflering from their own, as they would if they saw
them going iato the churches of such persons and worship publicly
with them. Moreover, if the Board has now authority to prescribe a
formula of prayer for our mixed schools, will it not have the same
authority, at any fature period, to rescind the present formula,
prepare and order another much more objectionable ? It is obvious,
then, that all parents who have Christian faith, must reeist, by every
means in their power, the authority assumed by the Board, so
objectionable in principle, and so irreconcilable with freedom of con-
science. 1 hope Ishall not be understood te mean any disrespect to
the justiee, wisdom and judginent, by which all the acts of the Board
are governed, if' L avail myself of this occasion, before strife and bad
feelings are raised, in a community hitherto so happily exempt from
religious disunion to respectfuily "but exrnestly beg of the Board to
reconsider the evil tendency of introducing religion in any shape into
our mixed schools.
“1f'it be desired they should work well, the same system as that
folloted in the Irish National School. must be adopted here, Prayers '
and all religious exercises. as well as the reading of Scripture from any |

|

{and
{ have

But in the meantime | will maintain—10 the death maintaife—
the sacredness of the Holy Scriprures inviolate ; because they |
are the Word of God —because they concern my eterpal sal- !
valion—because they aretihe guide and constitution of mankind |
—and because they are the best guarantee of eternal salvation.
(Apphuw). Then the Bible is of the first importance in a |
temporal: point of view—it is the oniy true standard of richt
and wrong. Fo show that the Bibie is of the first unpunm:ce f
In a temporal point of view, let us logk at the countries where
it is read, and the countries where it is never known,
Englaud l?tl §:mtlaud. and to what are they indebted for their |
prosperity 7 T'o the, Bible. Look at Spam and ltaly. Con-.|
|‘r'n.~t their present condition with thyt of rotestant (:numru»m)
m!‘o‘f)w |Iha. nhyn.«‘of poverty, erime, deoradation ur‘d superstition |
which they have been planged ; and what is the cause 7|

he sacred page of iloly W v
i Holy Wnt has never been opened ta them
and they are groping in the dark, far from Christ and his Uoly,i

version not approved of by all, must be discontinued.  Nothifg |
favorable or unfavorable to any religious denomination must be incul- |
cated.  If the friends of education wish our mixed schools to prosper, |

under the present circumstances of the ‘country. ‘The Catholics, lam
bound to say, will be satisfied with nothing else; and 1 most ardently |
pray that the Board will deem it expedient to re-assume the con- |
sideration of the vexed question, and inspire confidence to all in mixed !
schools, by proclaiming that in 2l mixed schools, whether conducted
by Protestant or Catholic masters, no religious test shall be required,

Hoping that you wilt have the guodness to lay the foregoing befoce the |
Board at your earliest convenience. and inform me of the result,
“1 have tlie honour to be. dear sir,
“ Your very obed’t and humble serv't,
# $,B, D. MACDONALD.

Joun MeNwivr, Esquire,
Sec’y Board of kducation, . &c.”’

Now, I ask you, is there not danger? The lelter may ap-

Education, the books intended for public schools were submit-
ted. I examined one of them, to be used in a French school,
and, turning over its leaves, | found the psaling in Latin, and
the mass hook at the end! (Sensation) Now, sir, | hold that
the State shouid not sanction the use of religious books or
catechisms of any particular creed or religion in the public
schoois ; bat the word of God, undefiled, must be in the hands

[of our children if we expect them to be good Christians.

(Applause) The Bishop recommends the adoption of the Irish
national school eystem—a system the most corrupt on the face
cf the earth. And because, forsooth, 1 oppose such unchristian
innovations, I am reviled and beset with the evil machinations
of my enewmies. The public newspapers, too, teem with abuse
of me—call me a betrayer of secrets —a fomenter of discord in
the land, and say | am agitating for political ends. 1t is false
—allfalse! (Applanse). We are called disturbers of harmony ;
and beeause we wish to have the word of God in our public
schools, we are told our system is godless! \Ve want what 1s
right for our children—[a voice, *It’s false! *It’s false!”’
whereupon a considerable uproar was created, and cries of
“Order!™ “ Pyt him out "’ ¢ Sit down!”’ resounded through
the Hall. The chairman at length succeeded in quieting the
fears of the ladies and in restoring order.]

The resolution was then submitted, aud carried unanimously.

Rev. Mr. LLOYD. 1 am sorry that | have been selected
to move the second resolution ; but [ will nov hold back when
an occasion of so much importance demands iy voice and
action—

2. Whereas “the fear of the Lord i3 the beginning of wisdom, and
the knowledge of the Holy is understanding,” and as this fear and
knowledge are made known to us in the Holy Seriptures. which are
given to us of God, to teach us our several duties on earth, and to sccure
to our sculs the blessings of eternul life,— It is resolved, that no edueation,
uational or etherwise, can be good or suited to the rational and immortal
patare of man, from which the Word of God is excluded.

I think the system of national education is good. It is now

adopted 1o most Protestant countries.  But in a place like this

where two religions exist, great caution should be used. | re-

gret that this movement was uot made when the present Schoel

Act was first brought into operation ; if it were, the Roman |
Catholic Bishop had never witten that lewter. © 1 do not agree

with all that has been said here to-night 5 bat | do agree with

the Chawman when he says that no good has ever yet arisen

from persecution ; and when he so ably depicts the sufferings

of Ins Scottish ancestors, I am remnded that 1 too, am a per-

seeutor, and must mysell be merciful. We have &ll been per-

secutors 1 ages past—even Calvin himself condemmned a mau

to death. It 1s better, 1 think, e extend the right hand of
fellowship than to coerer, or force our behef upon any man

Let ua offer them the Bible, and 1of they refue at, offer it agam

and again.  Believe we, persuasion is wore potent than force,

and 1w giving them the Bible we give them a gift from God. |
Nationat education 18 a 2ood thing 1o great countries ; but itis )
not good if not founded on the word of God.  What 1s ednea- |
von af it has not for s base the Bible? Tt is nothing ; for

* what doth it profit a manf he gain the whole world and lose
s own gonl!"” | harve ceard it said that politics and religion
siould not go together—aud why not? Is politics of such a

castas to need not the assistance of reiigion? | ean not believe
it If this Jetter bad not been written we had remained in-

active ; but now that we are fully aroused we shou'd be
vigilant, and knowing where we are to look for danger— politics
should be watched! | shall give my opinion on the propriety
of retaining the Scriptures in the schools. Suppose the re-
velation should be excluded, and secular education made the
order of the day,—it will not be denied that all knowledge is
proper ; but 1f education is not attended with the revelation it
is useless. I you educate for the common gurposes of life—
is it not necessary to mingle with it the spirit of God’s word
and commandments? If you educate for the State, would you
leave untaught the lessons of Scripture? Assuredly not.
We can see the want of religious instruction in our streets
every day, when the unhappy victim is made the mark of each
constable’s staff, and hurried to umprisonment to atone for his
ignorance. But if we obey the revelation, we shall find it for
our interest to * do unto others as we would wish others to do
unto us!”  Without a knowledge of the Seriptures no domestic
duuies can be properly performed—the Bible points the way to
haopiness on earth and eternal bliss in the world to come.
When we reflect, we see that spiritual is as necessary as
temporal education; and if we have not the Word of God in
our hearts, we will nol—can not be good parents orchildren.
It would be madness to allow the Scriptures to be tuken out of
our public schools. When I was first appointed to this Island,
I lived in the country, and did not know what was in the School
Act.  Bat when [ came to town, | found that I could not teach
the Testament in the public schools. I mean no disrespeet to
the Governor, and feel there is a difficulty 1n his position ; but

a Roman Catholic has thrown down the gauntiet, and we will
accept it. Let mixed schools be done away with! (Applause).

[ do vot wish to cast any reproach upon our worthy Governor ;

for I have always found him sincerely willing to promote the
interests of all Her Majesty’s subjects on this Island, and to
whose liberality towards objects of pubiic good | can bear
witness.  (Question)? I do not think I depart from the

question. 1 hear that the subj:ct under discussion is that we

may guard against the attempls made to keep the Bilile out of
our public schools. I do not, however, wish to criminate any

man—nor to ferce my remarks upon any one. T'he question is :

o give Protestants the Bible—not the Catholics, over whom

we have no control—and guard against the loss of the

Scriptures in our public schools.

Rev. Mr. PATTERS)N. I regret that T have been called
upon to second the resolution just submttted for you: approval;
but [ would not be understood to say I do not approve of it.
The reason is, 1 feel my incompetency to do it the justice it
merits, and could wish that others, abler than I, would perform
the duty. [Reads resolution]. In taking this subject into
consideration and submitting it to an attentive perusal, it is
necessary to.view the constituent parts of man, and learn what |
mode of education he is best capable of receiving. Education |

vation. The present generation is passing off the stage of life
—the present actors are going to that bourne from whenee no
traveller returns.  Who will take their places? The youth
who are now springing up —whose character are not yet formed.
Is it not necessary, then, that we should seek to make them
pous, intellectaal, moral and relizious?  Without these attri-
butes they may become a scourge to society and a disgrace to
humanity. It may be said —let Catholics, it they choose, gwe

accord a simlar privilege to Protestants!  Let us suppose they
do so, still there are many children who have not
or spiriiual teachers ; and are they (o be left n
spiritual ignorance ? Forbid it Heaven!
persons, without children, who have to pay their share towards
the support of public schools, who complam that religious edu-
cation is neglected ; and are told their property and lives are
more secure from the fact of general enlightenment ; but wirl -
ont religious education snch an assurance would be a fallacy.
Secular knowledge is not enoagh! (Applausé)  But why is the
Bible rejected 7 If weo look at it as a hierary produstion, we
find it 1s superior—the grand mysteries 1t elucidates exalt the
imagination, and the goul, transported with the vi'w of omni-
potence, 1s lost in wonder, love and praise. Compare the Bible,
as to siyle, with any work of human production, and you will
see it possesses a sublimity far beyond the narrow ken of a Plato
or a Socrales! How touching is the history of the Bible—ths
history of Joseph! Can we find any book equal to it? A
writer, eminent for his literary knowledge and soundness of
Judgment, has said—* We can spare any other book but the
Bible.” Is there any religious hberty in Spain?  No'! The
law of Spain is that herenes be burnt alive! What liberty is
there in Rome 7—Naples? None! Itis crushed under foot
while yet a tender flower!  But there might be, if it were not
for the religion and superstition which prevail m those places !
Whereas, the fear-of the Lord is the best of understanding ;
and no education can be complete without the aid of the Bible.

The chairman then put the resolution, and it was carried
unanitaonsly.

Rev. Mr. MAcKINNON. The Scriptures are the only and
superior ground of faith ; and as such, their importance cannat
be over rated. | will read you the resolution which | am te
pl’”')“s(_‘—-— .

3. Whercas the Protestants of this Island eounstitute the greater portion
of its inbabitauts, and contribute the larger amount of taxation for the
support of the state and the maintenance of its public schools,—It is
resolved, that—whilst they disclaim any intention to force n others
the reading of the Seriptures—they are entitled to, and do hertby ¢laiw
from the Government who have takeninto their hands the wanagement of
the public sebools, as well as the nature of the instruction that is therein
given—that the children of such parcats as desired should be daily
wstructed in the Word of God.

As Protestants are more numerous than Cathelics, they have
a right to more privileges —as they pay more taxes, they have a
right to have what instruction they please in the public s¢hools.
If there were T'urks among us, and wished to banish the Bible
1o make way for the Koran—would we submit 10 it?  If lufi-
dels or Pagans were to make a similar demand —would we se-
cede ton?  But we place the matter on higher grounds. T'he
Catholics say it is not a school-book ; we think otherwise, und
will hold it in contradistinction to the Cathohe Church. If we
wishi to have the Biole in our schoole, it is because we know it
to be the Word of God  Several objections have been made
to this view. The first is, that secular education should be dis-
tnci from religious education.  Is thistrue 2 Turn the eye 10
tue past, and we will find wan has become a learned demon'!
Turn to Rowe n the days of Angustus, and to Greece in the
days of Pericles, and we shall find that wiule men had learned
heads, they had demon hearts. et us go to Reme in the days
of the Empire—pass through s classic streets—view with
wonder and admiration its princely palaces—its magnificent
temples —its godike statues.  Let us enter its amphitheatre —
gaze on the gladiatos’s trivwph in his death-stinggle with wild
beasts--and we shall see that winle wmen had learned heads
they had demon hearts! Turn to Athens in the days of De-
mosthenes—behold a people wise i phiosophy following the

Bacchanalisn rout—sacrificing to blind gods—beheving m
oracles and fables, while Paul reproves in vain. They had
learned heads, but demon hearts!  Turn 1o the French Revo-
lution —to the Age of Reasou—when all semblance of religion
was banished —when Voltaire was their bible— Rosseaa and
Tom Paine, their testament. Lok well at this universal bro-
therhood—this fraternity whose suicidal hand slew itself—see
the streets of Paris runmng red with blood, and the Semne dyed
purple with the wine of existence —and you will find they alil
had wise heads, but demon hearts! ook at Paris now. Iow
long is it since the Archbishop was assassinated >  What is the
cause of it? Belicve me, it 18 because the head is educuted
and not the heart! (Applause). Another chjection to having
the Bible in our schocls is, that Catholies do not wish their
children to read the Scriptures. It is necessary that strong ac
tion should be taken on this question. s danger to be apprc-
hended from doing right? Are our hands to be paralyvsed
because we are surrounded by physical and moral danger?
Come what wil!, we must proceed in the course we have marked
out for ourselves! (Applause). What is Protestant instruetion ?
The Bible. It may be saxd that no attempt was made to take
it out of our public schools ; but there has been such an attemp:,
direct or indirect.  Were we to burn the Bible, the Atheists,
Infidels—all bad men—and Catholics, would dance around the
fire and shout for joy. Many are afraid of violence and fac-
tion ; but they should learn that the time will come when each
man must make a stand against this godless Church. 1t 15 ra-
pidly approaching ; but when it comes, let it find us prepared.
Danger eannot be averted. Shall we cause a sea to become
stagrant pool?  [Here followed a strain of imagery which, as
it did not apply pointedly to the subject ander consideration,
the reporter did not note it cown]. Must we not make a move
through fear of physical danger, or becanse it might disiurb the
social harmony said to exist among us? But why should we
pause for these considerations? why should we shrink from the
consequences of doing right? Let them come! (Applause).
As many great things will come from this meeting, 1 conld wish
to g6 on and say more ; but shall make room for better men.

Rev. ALEX. SUTI'HERLAND. In rising to address this
meeting, | fee! that more has been said on the subject than |
could say. But I will say, as Protestants pay iaxes as well
as Catholics for the support of public education, they have a
right to as much hiberty. This 1s taking 4 low ground. Just
now, in Britain, they ho!d that they shall have their educational
institetions supported by the pubhe finances and by legislation.
It is the same in the United S:ates o this Island Protestants
are more numerous than Catholics, being 3,000 to 32,000 —cou-

rkness and

must necessarily be physical and intellectual ; but it is of the | sequently they pay more Laxes —and have. more nights than
grentest importance that it should also be moral and religious. | Catholics.  The Bishop’s letter says we must desistin our eu-
The first object of man’s pursuit is contained in that precious i de.avnurs to have the Bible taugi in our schun.n!a. Whu:n a
maxim, ¢ Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and all things shall | bllpd interest in warldly concers dlclnlpl, conscience is not a
be added thereto.”” In all ages, learning has been sought for, | safe guide.  The Hindoos ean complain with the same grace
and has brought fame ; but moral and religious education is of| against our giving their children the Bible to read, suying thew

| their wish can cnly be realized by allowing those schools to be gouless | wuch greater importance ; and without it-we’ll perish to | conscience would not allow them to have their children read

eternity. It is a great privilege to possess the Bible. Many |the Bible; but conscience 18 not a safe guide, it must be ruled
arestrangers (o it even in this Island, —1 allude to the Catholics, | by the Bible. One stepis to say we will not havethe Bible inour
many of whom are willing to receive the word of God, but are | schools ; another will be something else.  Give secular with-
prevented by their priests—who are the inventors and upholders | out religious education to children, and they will grow up n
of a system of oppression, fraud and cruelty,—who seek to ! ignorance of morality and think themselves free, and aet in

| or the scholars forced to do or assist at any religious act which their | prevent others from reading, and will not read. it themselves. { disregard of all the moral usages of society. | know the
Look at eouscience (no odds whether right or wrong) may check them for. | repeat it—If all Catholts were to receive the Bible they ' Bishopof Rustico hates the Bible - he has direcied it to be burnt,

would be glad to read it--some of them have—but it was taken | and | know where it has been burnt! (Senssiion). Are we,
from them by their Priests, It is the duty of every christian ‘, then, to see our children and truth swept awav, by not having
minister to spread the Bible, even zmong Roman Cutholics!lthe Bible read in our sehools? The Cathalics say thut ooy
(Apolause) Ministers are given to teach us on earth and lead  belief in the Scriptures is a demnable doctrine.  They look for
us to lleaven, They teach us to be good—to dehight in the |the time, when, like France and Spain, we shall be under the
word of God, and follow Christ! (Applause). 1 need not im- | control of the prieste!  Priests nie enemies 1o all Protestants !

press you witk a sense of the lwporiance of the Bible. Itis Under their control, we would be kept m iguorance of the
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their children the Bible—their Bible —to read ; and they will
d parents

I'here are many



