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Thinking It Over
As the federal election campaign
draws to a close, it is difficult to say

what, if any, could be called the out-
standing issue. Perhaps the question
of the country’s economic condition
fs the one which has received the
most attention; but more heat than
Hght has been thrown on the sub-
Ject by Opposition statements.

We in this part of Canada are
well aware of our problems in this
regard. They are more serious
than in any part of the country. But
that is not a condition brought about
by the Conservatives since 1957. To
elaim that it is is flving in the face of
facts. It is only necessary to cite the
gloomy picture painted in the Gordon
report published just before the St.
Laurent Government was defeated,
to show that our lot during the al-
legedly more prosperous years of
Liberal rule left much to be desired.

The Conservatives, of course,
made far:too many promises In their
1957 and 1958 campaigning. Some
have gone by the board entirely, oth-
ers have been only partly implement-
ed; but the fact remains that they
did fulfill a large number of them,
under conditions admittedly more ad-
verse than their predecessors-enjoy-
ed. And many of their remedial mea-
sures, it must be conceded, were
for our benefit In this part of Can-
ada.

One special matter has arisen in
this connection about which we
should be, particularly concerned.
The definite assurance given by the
Diefenbaker Government with re-
gard to our causeway project would,
we had hoped, provoke no hostile
eriticism. It has not done so in the
Atlantic area, where it has been-hail-
ed generally with approval. But else-
where, in the Central and Western
Provinces, the story is different. The
statement of that Kitchener, On-
tario, Liberal candidate that his
party would “eliminate” this "pork
barrel" project if elected, is a case
fn point. That, of course, was a lot
of hot air; his party leaders have
made no such threat. Nevertheless,
his views reflect a significant publie
opinion in some quarters.

Presumably this man expects to
win votes on them. And every vote
the Government loses in an appeal
of this kind—in Kitchener, Montreal,
Winnipeg or wherever it may be—
will be a loss incurred by a pledge
made directly on our behalf. That is
something for our people here to

think about, regardless of their |

party affiliations. If the Government
s defeated by & narrow margin at
the polls, this could be the very is-
sue that tipped the scales. Perhaps
#t's fantastic to suggest such a thing,
but we have watched this anti-cause-
way sentiment developing, and we
are not so sure, now, about it being
Just a flash in the pan.

Laos Peace Faces Test
2~ With the agreement of the three

eontending princes to form a coalit-

m res velations %o the eoalition eabi-
et.

This may account for Soviet Pre-
mier Khrushchev's prior indorse-
ment of the coalition. Meanwhile, the
United States has announced that it
will not evacuate its own mission in
Laos until there is definite proof that
the Communist forces are also leav-
ing. It is only then that elections
would be held, with the hope that a
truly neutral Laos would result.

If the Soviets continue their co-
operation Laos could link up’ with
India and Burma as a neutral buffer
between Communist China and
southern Asia and part of Southeast
Asia.

The agreement signed Monday, it
is said, will leave 75 days for the
evacuation of foreign troops. Then a
smaller and more integrated army
is supposed to be formed from the

three armies now positioned across-

Laos.

Apart from the elimination of the
Communist Viet Minh, it will also be
necessary for the International
Control Commission made up of In-
dia, Canada and Poland to be sure
that Soviet, Communist Chinese and
American forces also leave Laos.
Chinese laborers are at present build-
ing a road at the northern border;
the Soviets have manned some of the
airlifting operation and the Ameri-
cans have a training mission.

The Western powers and the Sov-
fet union agreed at Geneva that they
will preserve the territorial integrity
of Laos as a neutral nation. The
Geneva conference is now to be re-
convened to complete the task of as-
suring this desirable consummation.
It is to be hoped, indeed, that the
fears, above noted, of some Western
observers with regard to Prince
Souphanouvong’s temporary take-
over will prove unfounded.

New Atlantic Trawlers

According to New Brunswick re-
ports, a new and potentially far-
reaching development in the Atlantic
fisheries industry was ushered in at
Bathurst last Saturday. It was the
launching of the first steel stern
trawler to be constructed on this side
of the Atlantic. It will enable New
Brunswick fishermen to expand
their sea-harvesting activities in
waters further distant from their
shores, and thus place them in a
better position to compete with
foreign fishermen garnering these
resources.

The “Queen of the Gulf,” as this
new boat is called, cost approximate-
ly $250,000. With its modern fittings,
fishing gear, electronic equipment,
navigational devices and other ap-
paratus, it is the first of four trawl-
ers of this type being built under a
$1,500,000 program to revolutjonize
fishing methods. The second of
similar design and equipment is now
under construction at the Bathurst
Marine Limited yards, while the
other two, of larger size, are being
built in Saint John at a cost of $500,-
000 each.

EDITORIAL NOTES

“It's former President Harry 8
Truman with no period after the
S.”, says a New York despatch. The
authority for the matter is Mr.
Truman himself, who chided re-
porters during a morning stroll last
Thursday for always putting in the
period. The S is a name, since It
doesn’t stand for anything—not an
initial—he insists.
Wi

The US. Federal Radiation
Council reports that the npclear
tests conducted by the Soviet Un.
fon and the United States have in-
creased only slightly the health
risks all of us inevitably undergo
from natural radiomctivity in the
earth or air. But, as the New York
Times points out, even one death
from fall-out is one too many, and
the council’s report is too full of

of the
of making precise estimates to per.
mit total confidence in any of its
conclusions.
.

According to Prime Minister Dief-
enbaker, his warning of “drastic

WHAT WILL THE HATCHING BE

OTTAWA REPORT by Patrick Nicholson

Voting A Personal Responsibility

But the p
 palgning_actively in faraway | The disenchantment of the vo-
ters with the NDP may be re. | Lseful

“Get out and vote.” That 15
the praiseworthy slogan of pub-
lic-spirited drives to foster our
sense of civic responsibility. It
is addressed to you and me, not
to the other guy next door.

Estimates already suggest
that as many 2,352,000 qual-
ified electors froom this year's
record voters' list will fail to
use the democratic privilege of
marking ballot papers In secre-
¢y in favour of the candidate of
their choice. Through the ecen-
turies, our forefathers shed their
blood to win and retain for us
this right to select our own gov

ernment; we can at least shed & |

little  sweat in walking or driv-
ing around to our polling sta-
tion.

And be a good nelghbour
drive your friends with you, or
baby-sit for them while they go

vote.

NOT YEAR OF APATHY

about this election, and that the
1ssue re not sufficlently
to attract us to the polls in I

ree. There have
igns of a welcome
wareness of politics,
and of a recognition that the very
serious nature of world problems
and Canadian problems  make
t

ant

John Diefenbaker or Lester |

Pearson to care for us through
the next four yea
The average audience at poll-
tical meetings is less dead
than in earlier post-
paigns; intense concent
vociferous partisan  applause
have been noted as never before.
Heckling, as contrasted to dis-
ruptive shouting, has healthily

grown.

At political rallies of four par-
ties and in most of our pro-
vinces, 1 have noted more than
the il quota of laughs, en-
fgmas and surpri

ses. 1 India
Among the latter must be list- | Kashmir.

«d the Social Credit premier of
B.C.. Hon. W.A.C. Bennett, cam-

ion and | And there are many aspects
| indeed. At least haif a  doren
| capitals are keenly in

Quebec Province, whose own
Liberal Jean Lesage, was mean-
while “sitting on his hands” as
far as the election was concern-
ed. The possible Soclal Credit
Credit poll in Quebec has emer-
| ged as the largest imponds 3
| puzzling all the forecasters; it
may well mark the ultimate suc-
cess of many Socred efforts —
hitherto always ineffective — to
| acquire strength outside the |
| western bastion of B.C.—Alberta. |
N.D.P. NOWHERE
In contrast, the great things
expected of the New Democra-
tic Party has fizzled. It has gone
steadily downhill ever since its
| migantic and successful Found-,
| ing Convention in Ottawa last
August. Its leader, Haren Ar-
gue and many of its policies
have been taken over by the Li-
berals, who now seem to be cas
nibalizing the NDP Just as Mac-

kenzie King cannibalized the | have said that I had caugnt my

| Prosresives 3 years ago.
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10 the fly in standard books on
entomology despite the fact
that 100 years ago a theory of
disease was built around this
insect. The species does not
exist today.

The most logical explanation,
according to Dr. Jones, is that
when epidemics struck the com-
munity, people became careless
about sanitation and the break-
down of the disposal of garbage
and sewage attracted flies.
There also is a possibility that

Pprovement in sanitation

£

polls of some former CCF MPs,
Who have proved themselves in-
effective representatives of their
communities in parliament.
High among the surprises
we must rate the swing to the
Conservatives party of Philip 9uestions on medical topics it
Forsey. former Minister in Pre |
mier Smallwood's Liberal Gov- |
ernment of Newfoundland He |
charged that Joey Smallwe
Rotas

a
J. Coldwell turned hiny down.
For laughs, there was J o h n | these spols and can anything be

Diefenbaker accepting the gift | g::: about them? They
nd salmon caught in -

ver. “I wish you had thrown It |

have contributed to its extine-

tion.
lague fly served a
purpose. It suggested the

| idea that diseases could be

spread by insects. The relation-
hip between mosquitoes and |
yollow fever or malaria may |
have had its origin in this line

thinking.
(Dr. Van Dellen will answer

stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope accompanies request.)

EMOTIONAL BLOTCHES
E. G. writes: When I get ner-
vous or excited, ugly red blotch-

M. | © appear on my face, neck

chest, and arms. What causes

embar-

and increase self-con-
REPLY

question about the cause. This

man Diefenbaker, “then I could | is a normal skin reaction teo

‘emotions and is mot a sign of
weakness, disease, or any other

Soviet Jets For India?

Tn his usual deliberate fash- | had its
dis-  mind in

, Prime Minister Nehru

jon.
| cusses possible purchase of So-

viet Jets for India as casually
as he might talk about buying
& new fleet of staff cars.
“We have not come to any
final decision or agreement
about it yet,” he told his press
conference  Wednesday. “W e
are considering all aspects.”

terested
in which way Neliru will decide.
Pakistan, which recelved a |
number of Fi04 supersonic
fighter - bombers
United States last year, would |
consider Indian purchase of
MiG fighters as new proof that
intends aggression In

L 4

SAYS AIR FORCE WEAK
Nehru conceded that I

Former Hecdbir'\ters
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northern nelghbor h‘ INSULIN AND DIABETES

L. M. writes: Is it possible to

inquiries about the possibility of | stop taking -insulin injections

after the sugar is under c¢on-
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The Industrial Development
announces the opening
 branch office at 232 St. Geor,

Kent, West-
morland. and Albert) and Prince
Edward Island.

PN PAAEE BiheoPhen

Mr. G. J. Hiltz has been
appointed Manager of the

‘Newfoundland, He
105 In 1958 at Hidlifas. When
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