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CHARLOTTETOWN, SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1844.

[No. 350

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Fripay, Feb. 23d.

LAND SETTLEMENT QUESTION.
(Debate concluded.)

Mr. MoNTGOMERY reiterated his former opinions, and ad-
ed, that the improvement of the Colony was retarded b
the arrears of rent; the tenantry find it impossible to ny
this, or even that of the present time. Thus are tl;vy (Ii’isx
plrlteq, and the effect upon some may become indolence ;
there is no encouragement whatever for then: to exert them:
solyes. Thus, miserable dwellings, miserable clothes, and
dejected,appenrgnce, follow as the consequence. T'he hon
anember’s special pleading may carry away some from the:
weal state of the case, but it would not have that effect with
5:::2 (Mr. Montdga'mery,) who thought a purchase, with cer-
perseev?rye.cou itions, would give them encouragement to

Mr. Yxo said the immeunse sum requisite to buy up the
fands must be an insurmountable barrier to its accomplish-
ment, and therefore to say he could fall in withthe plan, would
only be to make fools of his constituents. ,

Mr. Davrziex could not refrain from stating his opinion of
ithis assembly and government being annexed to Nova Scotia.
He hoped never to see this, for if we cannot legislate for
ourselves, how is it possible that they can ? (Hear, hear.)

Mr. CooPER said, all may not be benefited, as had been
stated by the hon. member for Charlottetown (Mr. Palmer)
if escheat was to take place. But that is no argument to
shew that the pl:oprietors are blameless. 1f they had acted
up to the conditions of the grants, then one half of the lands
would have been settled. As to purchasing, that he followed
till he saw it was no use. It is said we effect nothing. How
can we, when all our attempts are frustrated, and smothered
almost before they are conceived? Should a delegate be
appointed, they must say escheat is at an end (which is far
from being true), or the government will not advance any
funids. Some hon. members contend we cannothave a Court
of Escheat; but where is that hon. member who is bold
enough to say, we are not constitutionally entitled to one?
The'm:lgmal grants ought to be urged by the delegates, and
if this is not part of their instructions, he (Mr. Cooper) saw
no use in such a delegation.

Mr. D. M‘LEAN said, the hon. member for Charlottetown |

{Mr. Palmer) may be faithfully representing his constituents;
escheat may not be needed by the people of Charlottetown,
but what has that to do_with the tillers of the ground? As
to annexation to Nova Scotia, an_lion. member (Mr. Dalziel)
says, if we cannot make alterations for the better, they can-
not. Yet, is it not quite _plain that we do not give satisfac-
tion—that we do not create peace and teanquillity ?  If an-
nexation is resorted to, we should then possess the privilege
of a Court of ischeat. And is it not exceedingly probable,
that with the united strength of both houses, our entreaties
would command proper attention, with the home govern-
ment. In regard to a purchase of the lands, government
ay not be able or willing to advauce the money; but means
might be resorted to, to guarantee payment to the proprie-
tors. He woull not pretend to give au opinion as to the
price the lauds should be. A commission should be appoint-
ed to value the whole of such lands. This colony must
become like others; and in accordance with my views 1
now beg to submita Resolution, by way of farther aiend-
ment :

'That were a Law enacted, or an arrangement made, with
«the satiction of the lmperial Government, to vest the free-
whold of the soil in the tenant, upon payment of a fair and
“reasonable price to the proprietor, this Committee is of
“opinion, that such law or arrangemeut would present few-
wer difiiculties, in the way of a setileinent, than Escheat, or
“the Court prayed for in the Address: That such a mode
«of settlement has for precedent the practice of other British
«Colonies—would be approved of by this House, and be

" “satisfactory to the ‘country generally.”

The House divided on the motion of amendment:

Yeas—Messrs. 1. Maclean, D. Macdonald, Fraser, A. Mac-
Jean, Dalziel, Coles, Rae, Montgomery, Macgregor, Ding-
‘well—10.

Nays——Hon. J. 8. Macdonald, Messrs. Cooper, Macintosh,
Cambridge, Beairsto, Hon. Mr. Palmer, Aitken, Yeo, Long-
worth, Thornton, Wightman, Hudson, Douse—13.

Mr. TrorxTON said he was rather puzzled to know Low
to proceed with so many resolutions, &e. &ec., but
thought ne would take up the original—that of the hon.
member for King’s County (Mr. Cooper), which is, it now
seems, of the same nature as those which have been so often
answered before ; and the hon. member is fully convinced
Jiimself that it cannot be of the least avail, if carried, though
«of this he has not the slightest expectation. Itis equally dif-
ficult to make out what court it is the hon. member wishes
his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to establish and ap-
pomnt. Yet, call it by whatsoever name he m‘ﬂy,ﬂdoes he
suppose, if his resolution were agreed toy that his Excellen-
¢y would comply, without first. consulting, by correspon-
.dence, the lmnperial Government? and then \vl[el'e should we
be? There cannot be two opinions upon this bead ; a re-
fusal would follow, ds a matter of course, apd then again
would be an end to the performance. Had it not beea for
the hon. mover of this resolution, there might have been an
Escheat Court at one titne, but the hon. member (Mf' Cooper)
would not be content with the Lscheat of a few Townships
that were then liable, but those that were not must also be
subject. - Thus the bou. member, in grasping ata shadow,
lost the substanee. “I will, Sir, put it to you again, if the hon.
member did succeed, what benefit could arise ? The Crown
‘would put up the lands for sale, and no single tenant coul
‘be sure of not bemng disturbed in his present possession. We
had better take a bold and decisive course, and from this
House at once make it known to the |')eopl‘e, that it cannot
.be carried into effect 5 that the Imperial _(xoyermueut will
.never sanction it, or the least approach to it. The hon. mem-
ber for King’s County (Mr. Cooper) has stated, thatl am
pledged to bring forward some measure, and he grounds
_that statement on something I said last session; 10 support-
ing the address to Her Majesty. 1 then thought the proprie-
tors would do something ; but no doubt they act with due
.caution ; and knowing by past experience, that if an inch is

.given, an ell would be required, it is now useless in us to |

proceed further, particularly as Her Mga_]esty’s Governn.]eut
seem determined to keep aloof from all interference between
the proprietors and their tenabptry; wfhalt‘may be the cuu;;e,
:1 will not pretend to say. A Delegation 18 now contempla-
ted. It may not be out of place just to give a brief sketch
.of what they are to be entrusted with ; it will prove 0 the
_proprietors that we are determined not to leave a stone un-
‘turned, in our endeavours to ameliorate the, condition of the
tenantry, who cannot pay their present rents, much more ﬂt])e
arrears ; it will endeavour to convince thewm that 1t would be
1o their interest to encourage the fisheries, and also t© ob_ml?
their views as to the disposal ofithe lands by sale, &¢- &e.
1t has been-seen repeatedly, that to attempt t0 compel them
is useless ; but it can be ‘made plain to their view that there
is a majority in this House determined to persevere it UpP-

holding the interests of the colony ; thus persuasion may €\t

feet that which it is fsund any attempt at compulsion Wil

noi. These are some of the important matters the delegates
would have entrusted to them; but not to ask for a Court
of so equivocal and nonsensical a nature as the one oW un-
der disougsion, ‘which, in the first place, there would be no

" chance.of obtaining, and in the second, if abtained, would

dono good. T . R 3
mE Escélzneat Co"lwhte‘;!e;:?:tgiigivilbeen led to believe that if}it;in this House last session the same assertion was brought
That is comPlo i’ ng, they would all get free land. | for!h against the proprietors, but could those who then moved
w6 " probiably ‘st bigh ¥ e ] it would be put up by the Crown, | lhg point state one, though a list of the whole was by me sub-
stuff forth a¥ ! (lj{,l'lates, and those w'ho have put such mitted to lhelrxpspecllun! no, sir, they could not then, nor can
ST e re in duty bound to undeceive the deceived. | they now, I again repeat, I challenge them to the proof'!
fom %)ene:-s ;'?'i:r?c:sdmf‘ the majority of the people learn it | Mr. Rae commenced by quoting some lines of an old Scotch
and for ever: it Ilas.obt et l:S now‘ set this question at rest, k sopg, which appeared to amuse some hon. members, but whe-
% o t’h aine( .a veny‘tree and full discussion, ll}er {rom the celebrated author Burns, or whose it was, or what it
s pe the hon. member (Mr. Cooper) will never more | was, the Reporter cannot say, and he pleads ignorance of the
][“-ng ,} ]forfvnrd, to put the country to still further expense. language as his excuse; the hon. member proceeded to remark
is useless to attempt any thing that is not likely to obtain | \hat those who demand what cannot be paid, “and then proceed
the sanction of her Majesty’s Government. If the tenants [ to distrain, must be the agitators. That which the hon. member
could but obtain cash for their produce, it would be one [ fUling's Couticy. [ M. Sbopes) canpes.ls e nottiihg €ompared
source of satisfaction to them; this is a ;nat[er we should‘lo W Gffized by 1he
also make an attempt to ucco’mplish. e asiae Hia: bobs the agent, thus then we get to the root of the evil ; and plainly
made to annexation by an hon. member (Mr. D. ML shew who are the grand agitators of this Island. Much has
e UL A ean,)! peen said by the hon. the Speaker relative to the conduct of the

and though, from the manner i i i
r in whic
might supp(’)se L ot B0 ¢ -hlll h She r:nlade 1, one | hon. member (Mr. Cooper,) when delegated 10 the home govern-
, yet really, Sir, the question|ment ; he (Mr. Rae) thought this triumph was rather out of
ber that he is so. 1fa . : $
e of thee AMSVAE wl:])_' -ll)eiwﬁt'(dﬂme from suc_h a plan, that \ had nothing to do with it, and would send an answer through
ich I reside would receive the most;|the proper channel; how then can the hon. member bé so much
;g“) thef‘ concluded by declaring that he was very sanguine |10 throw ail the odiam he is master of upon the Escheat ques.
expectation that much good and lasting benefit would be | !0 and those who support it, but he (Mr. Rae) seemed tv have
to 'tl"eat_upon all the real grievances of the Colony. way at one time an Escheator, (I do not deny it, ejaculated the
I'he Hox. the SPEAKER apologised for again rising, bt daid hon Speaker,) why then attempt to cry down those who see no
Princetown (Mr. Montgomery) had said, that if the hon. and thatis the 1ea-on of my changing.) Oh!that is i, replied
member who last spoke was a tenant, he would act differently. thethon. igmber, how then does it happen (hat the whole | ro}
bei_ng tenants, that the constituents of the hon. member in .‘I',';hEZ"e{u’fi’,,“;;‘f l,?ﬂ"&‘,,g}s .Eﬁ,?”enc-{i Ulr ?,ny s c?,mp“;,mg
Priscztown Royalty were so loud in their abuse of the go- ' £ 1 JBRHE he Bha, TautheR, 1AL
¢ need go no farther than just pat a simple unanswerable
Cooy')el)'had.unblusl:nngly stated to this house, that the an- | question, which was this, should we ever have known that pri-
swers of denial, received from time to time from her Majesty’s
] > hea it not been derived from documents and despatches laid before
not to be considered as replies to the Addresses of this house, us? was it not the truth that his Excellency had communuicated
but broadly states that they were advised and obtained, in :
to pay their arrears of rent, yet the very nextyear, this House
vernment of this colony, whom he is pleased to designate as hac declated and agreed to ‘an address to her Majesty, to the
the enemies of the people. There is not the least founda- : A A :
agreed with the hon. the Speaker in some of his opinions, yet
swers he received at the Colonial-office, when he made his
g Ty lifficalt to buy up the lands, that difficalty being how, aud b
appearance there in person : ¢ : is|" y U : . y i & ‘ ¥
Dp I n, as the paid Delegate from this| phai means it is possible that money can be raised to carry out
request ? ini ‘tal 1 . » A 5 L3¢ .
vae:rtlme Stuc? \lvashthe opmx(l)n en‘telmmed by the ll'npgnnl then again expressed his isiike of the origioal Motibs, S8
nt of the hon. member, from the communications | being too extensive, and would rather have seen il confined to a
an audience. Who is there that recollects that celebrated| DMr. A. M:Leax approved of a purchase as being the best
mission, who has not had cause to blush for the disgrace | means calenlated to settle the colony, and was of opinion that
Delegate ? Having arrived in London by the cheapest ber’s calculation was much lower than any other hon. member’s,
mode of conveyaice, namely a steerage passage, he finds he even down Lo seven shillings and six pence per acre; the hon:
The next move is to apply toa young lawyer from Nova |20d although he had seconded one, he would not vote for either
Scotia, who bappened to be in London at the time, and to | °0e-0F the other; something must be done, or peace and e
. 3 : . COOPER ¢ /as ray in lands
and another Five Pounds as a fee to be given to some other 1\[le Lrooenx. ¥, Sere was only one way of SLTIIAR S AN
professional gentleman of eminence, and by whose joint of this colony, aud that was in accordance with the constitution;
5 2 shoft of this satisfy those who have every right tosuc¢h a seutle-
(l,ﬁ(?‘(i,l(_?Otgc‘:gioc;f]J-';n;i.,r(‘v;atsotglge“mr;s&;do ft"rgu:hl:o:::::f;g ment. It is very well id hon. membersto ridicule the escheat
A ) 1
Court was not.as lawful as any other ; many of the causes that
Ten Pounds returned to the pocket of the Delegate, and | at one period existed against escheat are not now in existence;
public money, with which he was furnished, has never bee:: { express conditions of the original graots, the residue then re-
accounted for to this day. Onve thing, he thought, was pretty maining would have amply repaid them for any such outlay
an opportunity of serving himself, while he thought it would | ber; 1s a great hobby of the hon. Speaker; he is for el’xel' hasrpin_g
be very difficult for him to point out one solitary act of his | upon it; but had not those who were depated framt NovaBeEbE
: Colonial Office, as in my case. He (Mr. Cooper) could enlarge
) . And ye @ offrr g > govern- s o7 : ¢ ° 1E8
public d yet he has the effrontery to charge the govern upon this subject, was it not that he did not wish to see it ob‘ain
Who is there, he would ask, who recollects his famous Hay | {uore not more successful i their delegation than he had been.
River Resolutions, wherein he advises the people to With- | M Mackinrosn said, there was yet reason 1o hope, that
speech at Sl-, Peter’s, where .he attempted to persuade the | approaching the original grants. The proprietors must not slip
people, that it was constitutional for them to take the law | from the noose without rendering compensation ; lel hon. mein-
in which he stated, that if they (in the capacity of jurors, of | peace and satisfaction is established. He (Mr. Mackintosh)would
course,) were called upon, they would, on their oaths, be | never give way to despair of seeing the country settled, till it be
than the Sheriff, were violating the law, and were not en- then, would he be found ciamorous for escheal‘-) Lmt:e, VFry lmlel
titled to its protection, can wonder at the evil effects of such | doubt exists in my mind, said the hon. member. thatil corrse
i : . they would comply with the wish of the people by patting escheal
that if escheat were set at rest, his occupation would be gone. | . : 4 : S
In( the part of the counl‘ry in \\"hich he (Ilhe hon. Speﬂke?‘) o intc practice. But that erroneous representations are practised
- 8 > Sgits '®ling in every way? look at the fishery reserves ? have they not
;yl'?}""“o“;a “t"‘l St‘l“:h ‘l‘VﬂS( ‘l:'e g‘“l li’l'o)“gm‘g“ Iolte ;‘:(;'I:'t:)-:; lessed and sold ihat which the highest legal autborities at home
y the escheaters, that he (the Speaker) cou n
1 ght 1 At the | pembers who have upheld and supported them in all their do-
|last election he had iuformed the electors of the district|ings now in a degraded situation ?
which be has the honor to represent, that if there was one
motion of the hon. member for King’s county (Mr. Cooper) should
as a favour, not to vote for him, as he would certainly feel | bave been mel by a direct negative in the first onsel; then the
himself disgraced, if he thought he represented such an in-

is so absurd that credi : i { :
S at credit can hardly be given to the hon. mem- ‘ plage, a little unjust, inasmuch as Lord John Russell said he
etd i ” ; : : A
yet do 1 scout any such idea.” The hon. member (Mr. Thorn- | to blame ? the hon. the Speaker, in no measured terms, attempts
consequent upon the appointment of a delegation, entrusted ‘some recollection of by.gone days, and " thought the hon Speaker
he would not detain the house Jong. The hon. member for [ %570 1 change? (the lands are settled, said tbe hon, Speaker,
He (the Speaker) would ask ifit was in consequence b€ thaxe yet settled ; the hon. the Speaker cannot for one moment put up
! 1 is something very dark and mysterious in that composition ; he
vernment? ‘The hon. member for King’s County (Mr. 0 » I :
g ] | eto vate correspondence had been practised by his Excellency, had
overnment, in reply to the applications for Kscheat, ought
to the home government that the tenants would soon be enabled
consequence of secret despatches from the Executive Go-
effect that they could not pay. lthough he (Mr. Rae) dis-
tion for such a charge ;-but, he would ask, what were the an-
g€ $ : he must say, he fully agreed with him that it would be very
Island? Did i siti i i . :
he not then meet with a positive denial to his| e scheme lately introduced to our notice; the hon. member
which he made to them, that Lord John Russell refused him | single point.
brought on the colony, by the meanness and incapacity of the | means could be found to carry it to effect, but the hou. mem-
can do nothing for want of a copy of the laws of this Island ! | member was unsparing in his condemnation of the resolutions,
L & 3 4 % 3 wil 3 M ’
offer Lim the munificent sum of Five Pounds for himself, ness will not prevail throughout the Colony.
> b n 3 sans W us ing
exertions the entire freehold of this colony, comprising o_gther means would be proper orjust, not §¥OwC MY it
g | : question, but he (M. Cooper,) had yet 1o learn why an Escheat
rabble. However, the tempting offer was refused, and the
with the remaining Two.huundred and ninety pounds of the | had the proprietors settled one half of the land agreeably to the
evident, that this self-styled friend of the people never loses | caused thereby. My delegation to England, said the hon. mem-
political life that has ever been of the slightest benefit to the | met with a similar reception ? the doors were found closed at the
ment of this Island with being the enewmies of the people. publicity through the public papers ; <uftive it to say, that they
hold the payment of their rents, and his equally celebrated | (omething would be done to setile the country in some degree
into their own hands, and of the artful and wicked manner | bers look 1o those places where escheat has taken place, there
P
bound to declare that any persons distraining for rents, other |said, we are not entitled to the benefits of the constitation ; until
advice on the people of King’s “County ? He well knows information was transmitted to the home government, but that
: X . none can deny ; are not the actions of tlie pro rielors most grasp-
sides, an escheater fand a publig robber were considered as y PP
. - 3 ) . now declare is not and never was theirs ? are not those hon.
them in any other light tuan as public enemies. At the
§ 0 Hon. J. S. MaAcpoNALD expressed himself of opinion, that the
escheater among them, he (the Speaker) would beg of him,
time of the house would not have been thrown away on this

| dividual.—He would ask the hon. member (Mr. M¢Lean) if| useless discussion ; what avail can 1t be to pray for that which
he had made any calculation of the sum that would be re- [ bas, over and over again, been refused by her Majesty’s govern-
quired to carry out his scheme of purchasing the land of{men ] ! ; rornglr dipldons
this colony, and how he proposed raising the needful ? These resolution, scemed ashamed o call it by the name of escheat; i

z : this famous court of jurisdiction could but be brought,into  ope-
: 8 5 mber was 2 : !
iwelequesuons which he thought the Nof, { oK ration, continued the hon. membei, ironically, it would be a

{b({unfl HAGSTODR, bef.°5'e the house °°"'f? torha m(;meg; :'ll:' capital thing even to myself, with the assistance of my family,
!lelt?l‘ﬂ S\llt‘-h a {)rt;%051f10|?._ Now, su.r‘)pobl{l_g"l fv"“ ‘(lzzrmiule who could sue separately for a couple of hundred acres each, I
letils o o LIy 3 e 5‘e'h!lg’ per acre, which Was inly | might manage to get a couple of thousand, He (Mr. Macdonald)
much beneath their value, it would require £650,000 sterling, | \was fully persuaded that if an Escheat Court was established,
or £97_5,000 P. E. Island currency, and lh.ls_sum.lo be I'ﬂle:(l shere would be nothing to be escheated ; nor would it be any
and paid by the present occupiers, who, it is said, are quite | penefit 10 the tenantry,. It is indisputable that they are in very
unable to pay even the rents, much less the principal. . He | distressed circumstances, and in any good measure 0 relieve
(the Speaker) was afraid that our Chancellor of the Exche- | them, none should be found more strenuous than was he who
quer would not only have to tax the rental of the proprietors, | was now addressing the house to carry 1t 1nto effect. But I will
but he was afraid he would also bave to levy a large per cen- | not, said the hon. member, for the sake of popularity, give my
tage on the members’ pay ! Let me entreat of you (said he) | support to that which can be of no beuefit to them. ‘ :

1o throw overboard such visionary schemes. Consult your | Mr. D. MacpoNaLD thought the proposition, as contained in
own dignity as a public body ; show real sympathy |the amendment of the hon. member (Mr. D. I\lacl?an), very
for the tenantry, by fostering a better state of feeling |desirable, if it could be accomplished; yet when \veh;eecthal da
between them and their landlords, whereby the latter may single individual (T allude, said the hon. member,to f-b una; )
be induced to aid us in extending our agricultural and jcan set aside an act of parliament, passed by the three fiﬂl'(lc -
commercial enterprize, which will assuredly sonduce to the | of the Legislature, relative 10 the road coppensation, and know:

. i ci ini 1 gainst an
general happinessand prosperity of the community at large.” ::‘;Igan‘v:emdﬁ'l;del‘t a‘:g;\z;gnlgg u‘r:eogﬁgm‘::d‘so t:i o itn \):
Mr. MoxTcoMERY would persist in stating that it was not the whic!l,x e ihe inﬂuence of that body would be divected; - his
tenantry who were  the agitors, but the agents; they it was g y y i

PR . A v Mr. Macdonald’s) hopes were small indeed; delegation, it seems,
g’ht()jmdlrcclly, if not directly, caused it; and et ther DERs B9 E;ld the hon. me?nbe[;, is now the source fram which all our
urden.

Mr. D. M:Leay, in allasion to what had fallen from the 51(;1). :)x‘xt:lslil;‘egrs ?(:: é‘;oil::(;wr?u(‘“i“'gﬁg:m‘in;h‘:;se(‘:';gs:fn l;:eonk;og;'
i yed for | '8 3 A :
%Il:eaSrz?‘li{;, hreel?kll‘;e lglt.l'iiar:sv?regl:‘r:eodfasertel::l:;:;; E;r,?g: said | this house, greal indeed must (l‘)erhls hpersualslvc powers ere he
the li:on. Speaker seemed staggered as to how the fands could would be able to effect any good for the peopie. %4 t
be raised to purchase the lands of the proprielors; supposing, Mr. Cores said so many and various were the opinions enter-
said the hon. member, the price fixed be ten shillings per acre, tained by hon. members, that it seemed nothing conld be ‘t(iele;,r-
and the lime. given (0 the tenants be ten years, then for every n‘!]m_ed on, he would therefore move, that the Speaker take the
» -
¢ s the interest be two pounds ten, would not | chair. : g
OESr hgféll':.?gn ag;e made to accomplish this by the interested| The Hon. the Seeaxer said, he was prepared to ricord hl‘;
4 'ys‘ the British Government possibly would become guaran- | VO, and he hoped the hon. member who had just moved, wou
B for's ! that they would, or would not, I cannot, | not shy from giving his ; by the course he was now, pursuing,
; - in wishing the house to rise without coming toa division, it had
such an appearance. :
Mr. CoLes hoped the hon. the Speaker did not think he was
going to flinch from the question. He (Mr. Coles) did not scruple
to say, that he came into tms house as independent as any hon.

‘tee for the paymex:)t; v

said the hon. member, pretend 0 say.
Mr. Douse called upon the hon. member (Mr. Montgomery)

to name whose agents they were that stirred ap s!rlfg, and caused

agitation ; this, sir, would be the way to do business, name them,
o

Jet the House naime them, said the hon. member. [ defy them todo

Bauliff, and what he does is caused by the {of 4.B. Tybring

The hon. member, by the mystified combipation of his

member, be he who.he may. His (Mr. Coles) reason for the
proposition of the hon. Speaker taking the chair, was in conse-
quence of the appearance being, that hon members were unde-
cided, and thinking it would again come onin a committee of the
whole house on the state of the colony.
39 _n(xo:ilon of Mr. Montgomery, withdrew his. The house then

viced. g

The Resolutions and division appeared in a former paper.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, Taurspay, 7th March, 1844,
NATURALIZATION OF MR, J, B. TYBRING.

The Hon. Mr. Youna introduced a bill for naturalization
The bill was read a first, second and third

|

time, and passed.
PUBLISHING PUBLIC NOTICES.

On motion of the hon. Mr. Breckex, a bill for the regulating
| the publishing of Public Notices, which by the other house had
been seut up to their honors for their concurrence, was read a
first time.

The bill provided that, ‘ whereas by some of the Acts of
{ Assembly of this Island, it was required that notices, or adver-
| tisements of proceedings thereunder connected with ihe public ser-
{ vice, shall be insested or published in all the newspapers printed
| within the colony ; and, by other Acts, that they shall be published
in more than one of such newspapers ; and it 1s deemed an unne-
cessary expenditure of the public money that such publications or
any other adverlisements or notices relating in any manner to the
public service of the Island should be made in more than one
such mewspaper, except in extraordinary cases; for remedy
| whereof, be it enacted, that all such notices or advertisements
shall be inserted or published only in the Gazette, or newspaper
printed in the Island by the Queen’s Printer, except in particular
and extraordinary cases, §c¢ §¢.” 4

The Hon. Mr. Youse thought the bill would leave the matter
much as it was, for every case might be deemed extraordinary.”

The Hon. Mr. Perers was decidedly of opinion that it would
be best to confine the publication of all public notices to one
newspaper ; and that it_ought to be left 1o the government to
select the newspaper. Every government was entitled to such a
right of patronage. Ttwas absolutely necessary that it should be
so ; and 1t would be a most unwarrantable interference with that
coustitutional privilege of government 10 direct that it should be
otherwise.

The Hon. Mr. BReckex commented upon the enormous expense
1o which the country had been subjected, in the last Charlottetown
election. The Sheriff, to put his baving complied with the
law beyond question, had, very properly, in the circumstances in
which he was placed, caused his notice of the election, to be
inserted in all the papers published in the Island: The expenses

sum. (Taking up the Morning News which lay before the hon.
gentleman) the expense, said he, of publishing in this paper
alone, which is issued twice a week, has been considerable.
It was certainly very wrong to subject the country to the enor.
mous expense which fell upon it by publishing, according to
thé present system, in all the newspapers. All public notices, he
thought, might very well be confined 10 one paper, and that paper
in his opinion, ought to be the Royal Gazette. If the privilege
were to be exclusive, he conceived the Queen’s Printer was the
most proper person 1o enjoy it.

The Hon. Mr. PETERs thought quite otherwise. The newspa-
per ought to be one of those which had the greatest circulation.
The Gazette, from the dry nature of its conten:s or other reasons,
might have the least.

His Honor the President checked the discussion as irregular,
and the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole upon
the bill, Hon. Mr. ANDERSON in the chair.

The Hon. Mr. Swabey said, the bill was quite new to him.
It seemed to be a direct attempt to interfere with and abridge the
privileges of the’ Execative, by depiiving 1t of the power to
patronize such newspaper or newspapers as the Executive might
think best entitled to the support of government. He did not
mean 10 say that such was the intention of the other house, far,
from it. No, he believed their object was nothing bat economy.
No doubt they wished mérely 1o lessen the public expenditure on
this bead, by directing that all public notices should be inserted
in the Gazette only. And for the sake of economy, he certainly
thought it would 'be well that all such public notices as the bill
spoke of should be published in one newspaper only ; but then
\he Executive ought to have the uncontrolled choice of that
newspaper, or it would be deprived of a privilege which might,
in some sort, be said to be necessary to the support of govern-
ment. A right 10 interfere with and limit the patronage of the
Executive in this, or any other way, was what, he trusted, he
should never see recognised by their honors.

The Hon. Mr. Young said, his honor who had last spoken
had stated that his object was retrenchment, and every one knew
how necessary it was to study it. Most of the acts of the Legisla-
ware direct that all advertisements relating to the public service
shall be inserted in all the Newspapers published in the Island. At
the time of the passing of such Acts.ihere wereonly two newspapers
published in the Island, {he Gazette and the Herald ; but now with

of knowledge and increasing prosperity) ; very well, with an .
crease of population, an extension of education, and an increase
| of prosperity, there are now five newspapers published in the
Island. At the last election, in consequence of this increase,
the newspaper publication Lad been almost six times as grext as
lit would formerly have been. The Sherifl had thought proper to
comply with the exact spint of the law, and he had caused hus
| notices to be published in all the papers. Now, to avoid all like
| unnecessary expenditure of pablic money in fatare, the Bill
very properly provides that all public advertisements or notices
connected with the public service shall be published in the
Royal Gazette only. This was quite righ; it was a proper restric-
l jion; the Royal Gazette was known to be the official organ of
|
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Government, and certainly (herefore it shonld contain all Govern-

| ment or official notices. The Bill however, also farther provided
| that in extraordinay cases,the head of the Administration should
[ have it in bhis power to insert public notices in some other news-
| paper besides the Gazette. As he had before said, every case
| inight be deemed extraordinary, and thus the country might be
saddled with two official organs of the government, instead of
one : indeed this was already partly the case, for he had not un-
frequently, ot late, observed notices under the Royal Arms in
The Islander. The hon. and learned gentleman then proceeded
to say, that if their honors would refer to New Brunswick, they
would find that the Gazette contained all official notices. The
Hox. Mr. Perers observed, that it was not so in Sir ohn
Harvey’s time; duaring his administration of the government of
New Brunswick, the government notices appeared in the Sentinel,
and it was very well known, how much the Nova Scotian had
been indebted 1o government patronage, Mr. Young said, it had
never contained any government notices. -Mr. Peters replied,
they all knew a newspaper might have governmenrt support,
without containing any government notices). Mr. Young then
resumed : It was the same D Canada, the Royal Gazeute there
contained all government and official notices ; gnd he contended
| that the Royal Gazelte here, as in other Colonies, should be the
| sole official organ ot government; and to make it SO was, he
| thought, very far from an invasion of any privilege of the E;egu.
‘,tive. "The hon. and iearned gentleman concluded, by moving
| that the words

«excépt in extraordinary cases” be struck out in
the preamble of the Bill, and that the words ¢ except in particular
and extraordinary cases” be struck out in the enacting clause ;
his object, he said, was to confine all notices relating to the pub-
lie service to the Royal Gazetie, which, he thought, cpuld be the
only proper official organ of Government ; he also wished to as-
similate our expenses to our income : it ought not to be forgotien
that the Colony was already burthened with a debt of £7000.
The hon. Mr. PETERS admitted, that it was theit duty to re-
trench; to this end, he would propose that all advertisemeuts or
notices relating to the public service should be confined to-one
newspaper ; but he did not think that paper ought to be the
Gazetie. The head of the administration ought to be at liberty
to choose the paper ; perhaps one paper might be found to do the
| work cheaper than another; at any rate the head of the admip-

The hon. member then, -

of advertising alone had consequently amounted to a very large

increased population,(and said the hon.Mr. Peters,withan increase
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