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Much progress was made in the written
- evidence of this charge, and at five o'clock
the Court adjourned to Friday.

AR

. HOUSE OF COMMONS, MARCH I.
£ ' ROMAN CATHOLICS, e
" Mr. MiTrorD maved the order of the
day for the House resolving itsel! into a

- Committee to consider of excmpting, un-
der certain restrictions and regulations, the

protesting Roman Catholics from the pains

" and penalties to which they were now lia-
ble. D U :

. The House immediately resolved itself ,
intoa Committee,  Mr. Stanley-in the

chair.

*M{."M“l,fron D said, he should not trou--

“ble_the House at any length, asheona
former day had an opportunity of fully ex-
laining - to -the -Houase his intention in
-grihging in this bill. - He should not enter
into the question how far government.
~ought to interfere, cither with the poljtical

~or_religious opinions of -men. The go- -

vernment. ol this. country.had thought fit:

to- interfere both-with political and religi--

ous opinions.. Fhe sole ground o which-

e thought the Roman Catholics -entitled

to be relieved from'a number of the Heavy
penalties under which they now laboured,,

was by giving the inhabitants of this coun =

try the most perfect security, that they.

_ vernment and constitution, and that they
‘had the warmest- attachment to his Majes-
ty and the Royal Family.. [t was for/that
reason that his object: was toexempt them:

from-those laws which" pressed most se- -

verely upon them,. They wouldbe bound
by their oathis and 'their honour ;-and they
* must be considered as good Christians and
- good subsjects, altho® t
things from-the established church.
_He concluded by moving, That leave be
given to.bring in a.bill to relicve, upon:
" conditions and under restrictions, persons

called Protesting Catholic Dissenters, from

certain- restrictions  and disabilities which:

“Papists- or persons: professing the Pbp_islr
scligion are by law subject to..
‘M. Fox lamented that the- motionren-
“dered- it.necessary.for. him to make any ob-
jectiolr to its being carried as it now stood ;.
as far as it weat,. he readdy admitted it
. was good and just; but, as ona former

and ;
- from.a dread-of - the schemes of a Preten-

hey differed in some: -

\

b

aﬂegiénce s for all others appeared to him
to be absurd, impolitic, and unwise, He

admitted though he was as strongly against
and Test Acts, as many"
" could be, that in the present application

the Corporatiop

there 'was a material difterence 3 for the
Roman Catholics solicited to” be admitted
to no place of trust; they asked only per-
mission to worship God Almi i

they ought never to be deprived. It gave
him pleasure in recollecting that in conse-
quence of his having brouglit forward a
proposition for the repeal of the Test Act

~in a former Parliament, the rights of every

.man to an unlimited toleration in religion

country where Assemblies had taken place,

of which, however, he was far from ap- should be agreed to of ‘making, the relief
‘proving en tlhie question of the repeal of general.Jn 1

the test.. . He wished then torask, whether
it was fit and honourable in the country;to
profess so much; and to agt se little up to
theix professions, by permitting acts to re-
main in-force;: which -were disgraceful to

try professing to permit toleration ? ‘He de-

_professed no-principles-inimical-to-our go-ﬁff}“d his:opinion to-be; that the acts a.

gainst the Roman Catholics were not
made for the suppression of religious ppi--

mi in theit _on more or less- , ry tl
‘own way, without being, subjected to out Europe; where then was the‘danger
‘bloody and sanguinary laws ; they solicit-
“ed for that-toleration which was one of.
the greatest rights of man; and of which

g

“idol. When all these reasons were-gone,
was it _fit for the Heuce any longer ta. =
maintain on their statute bgoks acts that '
every man of sense would be ashameg to
maintain before the Housey -and which
could no sooner be stated, than they would - -
be scouted{ The mixims of tolerations .- -

were now, he was happy to say, acted up-

\:

of adopting them in this? - It was-true, -
that in the year 1780, disgraceful tumulia

~had;taken place in consequence of a pare

the nation;.and unfit to exist.in any coune

- e iFot; thirteen years since the tal ing

nions,. but that’they had originated in the
time of Queen Elisabeth, from a fear of the:

power.of the Pope ;. in the reign of King'
James, from. the fear of a popish*King
3.and subsequent to that'time

der. His opinion was, that even were all
thosesfears well foundéd, a wrong mode

in the two first. persecution was ill calcu-
lated to defeat either the intention of the
Pope, ar of €harles; and in the.time of
James, other means might have been suc-
cessfully adopted'for deleating the plans of

a Popish King., But now 1o reason what-_ the others that a

ever existed- for a continuance. of th
laws; toleration was admitted to be the.

right of every man, and we had nothing to

fear from a Pope, from.a Popish King, or
from the Pretender; forthe Pope had now
no .power—f{rom the King it was unneces.

The ~suffer men’s minds to be shackled. Thee” .
had beerr adopted to quiet them; for . e

tial relief to the Catholics ; but, if that was .
feared, and should be urged as a- reason -
against the general relicf he suggested, the
danger would' be equal in the partial telief
proposed, for those who were guilty-of the
tumults in 17280 were not a.description of

had been admitted by the highest authori-_ persons-calculated to distinguish -between -
ies in er House ; and thatit the nature of the oa Jose:
 had been also admitted in every part of the - hon. gentleman (Mr..Mitford) or the oath

by the

that would be ‘taken if his proposition *

neral. 78 though seme of the laws - *‘“
‘were repealed under certain restrictions,
othérs of a severer nature were left.inforee, ... . > °

Thgrﬁathalfcahad, however,. from that *

_ time to the present; both.protesting and
" non-protesting, invariably shown theme
selves to be perfectly loyal and good sub.
jects meriting every indulgence thatcould -
be granted them, not partiallgbut.general«: = =

a trifling part of the grievances:they las
boured under, they had behaved them- =~ '
selves as the best citizens § a continuance + 7 -
of the laws against them would therefore: =
_be no encouragement for future good bea” .
haviour: In a‘few yeaas he was confident =~ '
a general toleration would be adopted; for
the times were too much eplightened.to' .~

- was a-plain and safe road for such 4 toles -
ration to be immediately adopted ; let the ' .
statute books be examined § keep in‘your ¢ < -
statutes for the -maintenancé of the Estaw. .

. blishment, and-even the Test and Corpo= .~
ration' Actsif you please, but strike outall -~

X way relate 1o religions™ ** -
opinions.. The Acts against the Romap

most substantial proo -
‘“‘Chm‘i\e to ‘4"; v r W41 . i

.

e

Y- sidered-it not te go far encugh;
and could’'not-give it his concurrence un-
til an amendment should be made, by in-
- serting after the words ¢ Protesting Ca:
tholic Dissenters, ‘¢ and others.” His
_%gjnim was known to be against all tests

i ieligion and politics, cxcept the cath of

sary for him to say the people ba;!-'!mtbing_
to dread, forhe was revered and beloved

by all, as 2 common father to his country; i

and as to any fear from' a Pretender;  he
knew not where one could be found,. nor
did he believe the most zealous Jacobite
would know where to go in scarch of his

- ed the statutes agiit L
pious ; for who, he &

v raaid, gave the House a
nght to decide upon the religious opinions
of any man ? Some Catholics admittedshe
Pope to be infatlible~-others ﬂmfop’ T A

Council—and others the Pope, .

_Church 3—but he had never yet heatd fiiag-.
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