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It was not easy to fulfill the
slam contract in the following
hand, but the declarer was a mas-
ter of the squeeze play.
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self to struggle, but not for long.
She no longer had the strength.
A flock of Crows had tormented
her until they grew tired of such
sport. They hadn't quite dared to
try to kill her. It wasn't that they
were afraid of her. They were not.

| They knew she was harmless; that

she couldn't fight, But Crows are
susplcious folk. They didn't under-
stand what had happened to Sis-
ter Hooty. She was helpless and
and in dreadful trouble, but how
she got that way they didn’t know
and they didn't dare attack her
lest they gét into the same trouble
themselves. So they were content
to fly about her screaming threats

| of the dreadful things they would
| do to her, pretending they were go-

ing to attack. They kept it up untll
they grew tired of such sport and
flew away talking it over among
themselves as they flew. A good
time had been had by all except
poor Sister Hooty.

After these black rascals had
gone, many of the smaller feather-
ed folk gathered chirping, chat-
tering. even screaming as they
sometimes flew up almost in Sis-
ter Hooty's face. Such an excited
lot as they were. Some sat in a

| One thing seemed evident (o
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‘West opened his top spade. Dum-
my's ace was played; then South
took time out to study the situa-
tion., Eleven tricks were in sight,
since kast was marked witn the
heart king for his opening bid,
but there was nevertheless the dan-
ger that South would have to lose
a spade and a heart. Drawing the
opposing trumps, then throwing
East in with the third round of
spades would not work — East
would simply exit with a low heart.
(East, an expert, would not lay
down the diamond ace; he would
realize that South, to justify his
bidding, was void in diamonds.)

South: East's bid needed every
missing ace, king and queen for
justification, Banking on this,
South went to work.

He cashed the trump ten, then

him the trick, discarding &
heart from the closed hand. East's
only safe return was a low heart,
which ran to dummy's jack. South
tlien ran trumps, leaving this posit-
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and East was helpless. Readers will
doubtless enjoy working out this
end-position for themselves.
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