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Sing
by James M, Oaln
. OCHAPTER TWILVE
. : ocame in and stood o
{ where I was at the table and
, gan to talk about how some of
admirers wanted to hear me ain
i \ but their tickets would oost then
: h S O r e S a lot, and more stuff like that, ang
1 didn't know -what he was talking|
about, except it seemed to be som

him. He nodded and held up tey
tingers. 1 got my pooketbook, pass.
ed out $10 and the guy left, “Wnyy
was that?”

“The claqus.”

“What's the claque?”
*A bunch of self-elected nouse.
s makers, that you pay to clap whey
you sing, and whether they do o
not, nobody knows. !
; I went down, then walked ovy
A — and had a look at the calls, They

my heart skipped a beat. On the
first two calls at the end of th

. second act, we were all in it—my
Parma, the Gilda, and the peoply
in the small parts. Then on thy
next two it was just Gilda and me
And then it sald: ’
. (Mr, Borland (If)
I walked out on the stage te get

the feel of the set, and the tingly
was clear down to my feet. I mady
up my mind there wasn't going e
be any “if” about it. I was going

to get that call or split my thraat,

Parma was right in the “Questa

0 Quella,” 80 Act I got off to 4

swell start, and they ripped righy

along with it. I got a hand when I

) came on, but I don’t think it coud
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singer, but anyway it made me

feel good, and I hit it right in the
roug scene with the second baritane,
and we got a fine curtain. Hippo.

drome opera isn't like Metropolls

R n A Y M A Y 1 o t h tan opera. It's 99-cent opera, and

’ that audience acts the way it feels,

The second scene of the act went

over even better. The bass was a

. pretty good comio, and I fed ¢o
I Hundreds Of sets him all T could, 50 We got away

with the duet in swell shape. The

Gilda was all right in the “Caro

Nome,” not likke Cecll, but plenty

- .
H 1 good. The duets went well, and we
e a “ I u n I s I got another good curtain, and

were on our way.
When it came.to the acene be-
: D v E ! fore the courtiers, the one I had

BUY NOW AN A rehearsed with the choristers, 1
‘ ‘ T did it a little different from whai

I had been doing it. I got & break
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laugh. I had them then.
I chucked tone quality out th
window ‘then. The first part of the
scene I shouted, talked, and whis
pered, till I got to the place when

[} [ ] 1
they slTammed me back on
o hunkers. Then I remembered “Bo«
- - - leces lnnerware - - - heme.” I came crawling back, anf
plucked the hem of  Marulloy

doublet, and gave them tears. [
sang it “dolce,” and then some, I

o o opened every spigot there way
r 'eces u ecelve and at the end of it I was flat on
ou ay the floor, hanging on to the high

P like my heart would break, and
finishing off like I could just bares|

® 11y make myself do it.
r l e t There wasn't any pause then
u [ J . The first “bravo” oame like a pis

tol shot before I even gob through
and then they came from all ovel
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