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DEBATE ON THE AWARD (continued.)

on. Mr. LONGWORTH—TI congratalate the House on
the unanimity of opinion which has, so far, characterized this
discussion.  Some difference of opinion, of course, exists, bt
the propriety of giving effect to the Award will be affirmed
by a large majority. This is a question which should nn!_l»-
rezarded from a party point of view. It is our duty to give
effcet 1o the views of the Commissioners, and embody their
opinion in local Acts of the Legislature. While [ admit
that the Despateh accompanying the Award intimates H\':\L
the Scerctary of State has objections to certain portions of it,
I see no grounds for inferring that he will not give effect to
it. It isnot to be supposed that the Crown, which is the
fountain of honor, and the trustee of the rights of the peo-
ple, would nmot homorably discharge the obligations it has
solemnly and publicly assumel. There is no reason to doubt
that Her Majesty and bher Colonial Minister were sincere when
they pledged the Imperial uovernment to the settlement of the
Land Question, and when we asscated to and joined in the
Commissioa, were we not bound to perform our part ¢ Can
we now refuse to fulfil the engagement we entered into on
behalf of the people ?  The objections referred to by the Se- |
eretary of State are not intended to prevent this Legislature |
dealing effectually with the Award. In the Despateh accom.- |
panying the copy of the Report, his Grace refers to it in the |
followiag terms : — |

“ [ am desirous, at the same time, to cxpress my apprecia- |
tion of the painstaking, able and impartial Report which the f
Co.amiss-oners have furnished,—a Report which must derive ;
additional weight from its unanimi‘y, and which is the result |
of an investigation so completa, that it has cxhausted the ma- |

|

| a portion of the Award. They could not award that; they | withdraw the ohjections he has intimated. If the Award

I'the counscl for the temantry. In now, however, expressing | of opinion on the suhject in the House, for the hon. member,

asan instance, these gentlemen recommend a loan under an | who have. [t is my own wish that such should be the case,
Imperial guarantee that was not referred to in the resolutions. | and I am well aware that those whom I represent entertain
In fact, there are but three or four topics in the Award which | very decided opinions of the same nature.

were specified in the resolutions, the prominent objeets of | Hon. Mr. THHORNTON—I cannot say that T approve of all
which were a remission of arrears of rents and the conversion | parts of the Award ; for instance, I do hot think that the ar-
of leasehold interests into frechold. The Commissioners have Eitranon is likely to work well, but T am willing to take the
extended their enquiries into the subjects of Escheat, the Quit | chance of the Award as a whole, and it may be that, as the
Rents, and they have recommended a loan. Tt is true that majority are in favor of the Award, the Secretary of State,in
their reference to the latter cannot be considered as forming | deference to the weight of such unanimity of opinion, may

have merely recommended it, and this recommendation may | were mutilated by Government he would not support it. 1
inflaenee & loan at some future time, when the policy of buy- | shall, therefore, vote for the resolution.

ing up the proprietary estates throughout the Island may be|  [on, Mr. COLES—The members of the minority may
adopted by Government. The action of the Commissioners | consistently support the Award, if it is intended that it ghall
on the subject of Escheat, teing on a matter not submitted 0| 1o ogrriad out in its integrity, and the Commissioners having
them by our resolutions, it }l‘ll:‘llt he a question how far that| :l«loptwl the poliey of the liberal p:\rty,wilh soliaabet S e
would have uny fnrcc even if we confirm 1t, as pl‘A\l]mSL'\l_ on I i ” ? B” }, ” e ”. ¢t _‘ S ‘] ’( & ” t

the ground that the Commissioners exceeded their powers. "-:"v 1 DI should give elject to 15, and 1§ 15 1dte to say
We have beyond doubt a constitutional right to a Court of tl‘-_-lv the majority are doing :~oby murcly.ancnptmg thc:\ ward
Escheat, and there was a period when the lands could have | without providing the wachinery requtsite for managing the
been revested in the Crown, without any just cause of com- | details of the loan. If they do this it may be said that they
plaint on the part of the proprietors. But such has been the | 41e errrying out the Award, and members of this side might
lapse of time, and so repeated and positive bave been the de- consistently support them; and unless there be a clause
elarations }\! the lmpv'rml (mwr!I uent, that 1t appears useless bindine all the l,m-,,i“mrs to abide by it [ caunot see how it
now to agitate the question. The question of KEscheat was | . ¢ h’f P l“' . Wa sod thekithins - differe
nevertheless brought to the attention of the Commissioners by | 1§ 10 benelit the tenantry. ¢ sco that there s a dillerence
an opinion that the agitation of Escheat is at the present day | Mr. Davies,argues that all are boand at present,while others
useless, I do not wish to do so without giving some of the | express opinions dircctly the reverse. 1 the proposed bill
grounds upon which I have arrived at that conclusion. In|is framed in accordance with these sugzestions 1 will support
1332 an address was sent to the King by the House of Assem- | it put otherwise I cannot. The liberal party have been in

hly, ll"”‘,‘.Y.i“: 2"?“““"“5'““:;"‘ "‘; o ‘t‘i““'{ Ul(s h]:?;t\liu: favor of a loan to cnabie the Government to purchase the
compiaining o 1€ non-se cement o e lanas, O | ﬂndi ar d v.l ‘.".’ i b bl {
reply was received in the shape of a despatch from Lord | lands, and are willing to supy asure to that effect;

Goderich, refusing the establishment of a Court of Escheat, | but no _Go"c"'me"‘ Wl” be -~ faverably situated to purchase
and suggesting that an inquiry even at that day (1833) into | as previously to the Commission, and I am pretty coufident
the question of settlement would be long and doebtful, and | that had Lord Seclkirk been aware of the nature of this
that the Government would not, therefore, consent to unsettle | Award be would not have sold as cheaply as he did, I con-
people’s minds. The llouse of Assembly thereupon passed | glyde by moving the following amendwent : —

resolutions expressing regret at such refusal,and voted an ad- i h i i :
drass with the view of altering Lord Goderich’s decision. In| ** Strike out all after the word ¢ introduce,” in the said Re-

solution, and insert the following in liea thereof: ¢ and alsoa

terials for enquiry into the facts of the case. The difficulties | 520 o0 tha Legislature addressed the Crown praying |

Bill to sceure the interest on a loan of £100,000, as recom-

thas remain, are those which are inherent in the subject, and | measures to be taken for Escheat, and in 1837 Journals s to{
which have for & long courso of years, baflled every attempt | e o despateh from Lord Glenleg in reply to the ad-
at solution.” dress, again refusing a Court of Escheat, and suggesting the | ¢
This language indicates angthing bat a disapproval of the |imposition of a land tax or ass ssmennt, as had been done in | 82¥ that we %6 not called upon at P"f‘ﬂ(’llt‘to eXpress any
Award, and the allusion to the inherent difficulties, and the | Canada, as a remedy for the evils arising from non-settlement | pinion as to whether the Award realizes the anticipations

mended by the Commissioners in their Report.” *?
r Mr. SINCLAIR—I agree with those bon. members who

period during which they have baffl:d every attempt at solu- |
tion, is not to be considered as the expression of the opinion |
that they will continue to dowo for a Jonger. Again,his deelin- |
ing to hold out the prospect of an Lwperial guarantee to a |
Joan intimates not that he will not sanction the Award, narf
that we have not the power to confirm it. I regard it mere-
ly us the expression of his individual opinion, from which a |
successor to his office m 1y differ,nor would it be binding on us |
in accepting the award. The eoncluding sentence of the
Despatch in which the Secretzry of State mentions the plea- |
sure it would afford him if he should be in a position to offer |
fresa suggestions, shews that he was animated by a desire to |
assist in & sectlemant which should conciliate general favor.
If the Legislature was not to take action on the Award, why
was the eopy of it sent out to be laid before us? It is not
uecessary nor desiralile that hon. members should go through
the whole of the Award, for all its more promincnt points
were discussed on the debate on the Address in reply to the
Licut Governor's speech,  The leader of the opposition com.
plaived that the Goverament, in not giving suffi-ient notice
cof the time of theCommissioners holding their Conrt,had pre-
wented their obtaining evidenee as speedily as they otherwise
swould bave, The Commissioners may have thought that sueh
was the ecase,hat there had been no previous inter-communiea-
tiovan the subject between the Scerctary of State or the Com

wissigers and the Government. [t coul Z wot be expected | fegisiative proceedings. Every Act we pass must be sent to

that the. Government, iu a matier of complaint between land- | the British Governwent for approval, and it would be un- | | . ¢ / 2 ;
Jord and-teasnt \luu':d prepare a easc in favor of the former | reasonable to suppose that, in the state of the question as | at a rate to be fixed by arbiirators, but it must be recollocied | Procured, the Award is not worth baving.

Such an idea | have detailed it, the lmperial authority would at the present | that if we bad the loan,we would bave o arbitration ; where- |
L it . . . Y ' .p . .
day sanction a measare of the kind, if we ourselves ehould | as, if we have no loan, we can claim the alternative wmc\l_v’

to the dawmage of the latter, or vice versa
s simply sa absurdity.  All that the Goverument could

do was to give all 5-:un‘es an opportunity of nykm,; theiv] oo awick sud Nive Scotis, the them Sceretary for the Co-
statemcats before the Luluplijmucrs who rt‘_<|'l‘-“"l the 0p- | |ypies, the late Lord Goderich, in 1331 offered to commute
portunity of perseual exawiaation that they might be enabled | those of this Island for a certain sum. I have always been of |

of the lands. Aeting upon this sugzestion, the Legislatare formed of it or not. It would be dishonorable in the House,
in 1837 passed an Aet levying an asscssment on all lands in {5 view of our previous action in the matter, to repudiate the
this Island, an®after reciting the ruh:s;xl'tu L‘:‘taxhhsl_x a Court result ; yet although the Award is not in my cpinion in ac-
of Escheat, and Lord G n?crinh'? suggestion respecting a tax| o 4 0. i the cvidence addueced at the investigation, nor
upon the lunds, proceed, in conformiiy with it, to impose the ‘ does it come up to my expectations, I certainly bdirc that the

tax, thus as it were by legislative enactment setting at rest e o . i i z .
the question of Escheat. Again, in 1838, the Licut Gover- | decision, if not unanimous will be nearly so. With reference

nor in addressing the Legislature stated that it was the “*fixed | 10 the amendment proposed by the hon. member, Mr. Coles,
and unalterable determination of Her Majesty’s Government | L regret that I do not read the Award in the same light as
to abide by the reveated decisions against a Court of Escheat.” i he does; for while, as has been already shewn, the reference
And in 1840 the Lieat. Governor stated to the Legislatare | ¢y 3 Jouy is a suggestion in the report, it does not find a place
that he .wulfl " positively inform thj:m that tho' rcl_u.v:"l of | in what mast bo' eonsidered the binlling Award. The Bri.
Set Wihity's Goverimant 1o cuiitiln 1he Qubbilon Tn Y | b Govithiisat Nas 14 option of guarantecing a loan, and,

shape is final.”” T have thus stated my own views because || i hall 4 do so, we can bo .
know that my own constituents take a particular intercst in | Wheu they shall consent to do so, we can boe prepared to give

the question.” In view of tke fixed and unalterable opinion of | satisfactory sccurity, but by the terms of the authoritative |
the Imperial Government on this question, and considering | portion of the Award, we can demaad the exercize of the |
that several successive Seeretaries of State have suggested a | right of arbitration, which is styled by the Comumissioners |
tax on the lands as an appropriate medsare ‘_"r tie loeal Go | the alternative nr:n:n]y. That phrase shews that it was not*’
R adopt. and “',“ - .'.“""‘('.Tl‘l;”“;"rw”:'l :'"'; ;!‘]‘:1:;‘]‘; coutemiplated that the loan and arbitration were to be simul- |
ions such tax was imposed and is still in foree, 1 fee ro S gt o . :
:-- :I..:»:lz!.-;.rh»: my cu‘n\!il\:chls. if 1 should p:my that [ con tanzous »‘, tn f‘[*'!‘llm.l,.tbft "":_f;”')” U“}y expeet one m'vl
sidered Fscheat practicable at the present day. I am aware other. .l"’l.“')' own part, FARGHILY-2YoW llly.prcfcmnc-) for
that it has been and may be said, that when we accepted the : the :l.l‘VI'l':Ail'.bll s-heme ; b oause if the loan of £100,600 weie
burden of the Civil List in 1851, ail the existing rights of the | ubtaiued uuder the Imperiil guarantee, we could only use it |
Crown in this Island were ceded to the beal Government. I aaler the provisions of the Land Parchase Act; and then!
recolleet that the transaction was viewed as one of grice on | (he pro; rictors knowing that the Government were in funds,
the part u'l the Im‘_x'.-rnl authority, but we must not forget could aud would, under that Act, ask what prices they
SHNES the  {/Fns. S0V, SNCTCHES SUpert NSOl ovor - u) pleased. It may appear to some minls that under the pro-
wosad p.an of arbitiation a proprictor, would be forced to sell |

wssent to it.  The Quit Rents Laving been commuted in New | of arb'iration, and cin work out the principles of tht'l

| Laud Puichase Act afierwards; and [ thiuk it will be found "
that, afier (he more eligible portion of their tevants shall!

| rcn,y qualification for a candidate for a scat in the Council,

at which his farm may be valued. To which I would reply,
that a consideratle number of the tenants have paid the ac-
cruing rent since the Commissioners were here ; but when it
shall appear that the tenant has not paid on account of the
poverty of the soil, the failure of crops, or such circumstinces

over which the tenant had no control, I presume, that in|

such a case, the arbitrators would not overlook the amount o!"
arrears the tenant was liable for, when they fix the amount
at which he shall be entitled to obtain his freehold. Aecord-
ing to the Award, the tenant will be enabled to claim an ar-
bitration hefore he has paid his urr~ars,although he will have
to pay them before ho gets credit for his instalments. Sir,
men are apt to speak as they wish. Now, Sir, we all|
know that the leaders of the Opposition have opposed |
this Land Commission in its every stage ; their speecheg made, (
editorials and communications published against it,are almost
without number ; their desire that it should prove a failure |
must be apparent to all.

Hon. Mr. WHELAN—I am sura T should be glad if any |
good resulted from the Land Commission.

Mr. BELR—The hon. member must excuse me for saying

|

that [ cannot give him eredit for sincerity ; bat I can assare | .

the hon. member, that, from conversations [ have had with the
people, there are hundreds of those who have hitherto sap-
ported the opposition by their votes, who are now most
anxious that the long vexed question should be settled, and
are now willing to support the present Government in their
ondeavors to bring the whole matter to a final termmation ;
and I very much doubt whether those who have said so.muoch
against it will have the moral conrage to vote against it. Sir,
we have laid seige to the citadel—our position is taken—we
have the vantage ground — and our trenches are fast being
pushed ferward. “T'rue, the battlements are manned by the
proprietors and their auxilaries, the leaders of the liberals;
they may keep us at bay for a short time, but we are sare
of victory ; #oon will the ramparts be gained and the defenders
have to beat an ignominous retreat ; victory will be deelared,
and then will come down the old flag that has floated for the
last 75 years with the motto *¢ Leasehold Land tenures,”” and in
its place,a bran new flag will be run up with the motto ** Every
tenant the privilege of becoming a frecholder at a fair valuation,
payable in instalments.” Then, Sir, the black storm.so graphi-
cally described by the hon. member from Princetown, will
burst in fury on the devoted heads of those who have ob-
structed and endeavored to prevent the industrious hardwork-
ing, and, still in many cases, poor, tenantry from obtaning the
privileges to which they all ought to be entitled.

Mr. CONROY+—I may congratulate the hon. member for
the City, Mr. Beer, on the fact that he does not represent a
district of Prince County. From the high degree of intelli-
gence displayed on all occasions by that hon. member, he
would not, I presume, consent to represent such a constituency
as that which sent me here. I have heard that the hon. mem-
ber, during my absence, alluded to the people of my district
a8 being a set of ignorant Frenchmen.

Mr. BFER explained that his remarks had reference to some
meetings at which the people had been induced to act in igno-
rance of their true interests. Mo had not alladed to them as
Frenchmen.

Mr. CONROY—I have seen the explanatory letter of the
hon. member which appeared in the /slander, and that does
not improve the matter. I have also read the despatch of the
Duke of Newcastle on the subject of the Legislative Council
Bill.  Ilis Grace recommends that there should be no pro-

it recommends one for the electors, as he says that if the
electors are intelligent there is no f.ar bat they will select a
proper representative. Such being the fact, [ congratulate
the clectors of Charlottetown on their choice of so intelligent
a gentleman to represent them. I have carefully read over
the Award of the Commissioners, and [ am at a loss to know
what serviee it will render to the tenantry. [ believe that
any one of the proprictors woald, if asked by his tenantry in
a body, give as good terms as those to be obtained by the
Award, without ail this erouble. It has been said that the
loan forms no part of the Award, that it is only a recommen-
dation, and 1f such be the fact I cannot see what benefit can
be derived from it, as I consider that, if the loan cannot be

Tonspay, March 25,
The Committee on the resolution on the subject of the
Award of the Land Commissioners was resumed.
Hon, Mr. WHELAN—Iu rising to address the Commit-
tec, I must express my gratitude to the hon. member for the

! .Bé sure he will exercise that right. The tenant may be will-
[ing to buy at 20 years’ purchase; nay, he may offer any

|amount, but the jandiord may refuse to sell at all; and the

ouly result will be that the best class of the tenantry will be
kept in bondage. The blush of shame should mantle the
cheeks of those who would assert among the most ignorant
that this is to operate beneficially. Again, we are to be told
that the numerous tenants holding under leases of less than
40 years, are to be grateful to their representatives for
sanctioning a measure which Jdevotes them to slavery! If
there is one class of our population more entitled to protec-
tion than another it is the tenants who have been induced to
take short leases ; and thus, in many cases, spend youth and
wanhood in making property, not for themselves and their
children, but for their landlords. Am I expected to vote for
such a clause ? If I stand alone, I shall give it my unflinch-
ing opposition. With rcference to the loan, I did consider
that some good might result from the Commission by obtain-
ing it, but when [ am told that that most important matter
i8 10 be climinated from the Bill which it is proposed to in-
troduce, I feel that the last plank in the tenant’s platform
has been knocked from under their feot, Looking at this
Award in all its features, 1 ask where are the advantages to
the tenants 2 [ may be told that the remission of arrears is
a great boon. Let us consider what benefit the poople derive
from that, The Award says that all arrears of rent up to
Ist May, 1858, shall be remitted. When the Commissioners
were about to leave the Island, they recommended that the
tenants should pay the current year’s rent pending the mak<
ing of the Award, Hundreds complied with that recommen-
dation ; but will the people forget the degree of activity
manifested by proprietors to secure by any and every means
the last shilliog of arrcars? Never bad the lawyers and
bailiffs so bountiful a harvest—writs and warrants of dis-
traint were sent in all directions ; and the visits of the minis-
ters of the law were not, ** like * visits, few and far be-
tween.”” When money eould not be had, bonds, notes of
hand, and other obligations were taken. Having thus got alk
the arrears up to 1853 secared, the tenants have had to pay
those since aceraing, and as it will probably be a year be&.u—
tho Dill becomes the law of the land—if it ever becomes the
law of the land, which I very much doubt—we shall be able
to form a tolerably correct idea of the extent to which this
remission has bencfitted the people. The greatness of the
** boon’’ is shown by the benefactors themselves, for they tell
us that the remission would occasion little or no loss to the
Jandlords. When before the Commissioners, one proprietr
stated his willingness to sell his land at 153. per acre, heing
23 per cent. less than the maximum price fixed by the Awarde
It was but a few days ago that one of my constituents ar-
ranged with the proprietor of Lot 36 for the purchase of 50
acres for £40, with reasonable time to pay for it. There is
scarcely a landlord in the Island who would not give bettor
terms of purchase than those contained in the Award,of which
the only portions which can be idered as intended to bene-
fit the tenants are those relating to the purchase of the lands
and tho remission of the arrcars, and I have shown that tiey
have been rendered practically worthless. The rest is for the
benefit of the proprictors. eir titles are confirmed ; the
Quit Rents and the Fishery Reserves are given up to them.
Are these * boons™ to the tenantry? “I'he proprietary party
may lay the fluttering unction to their souls, that by passing
the proposed Bill, these matters will be forever laid at rest,
but our laws are not like those of the Medes and Persians, I
will be quite competent for a subsequent Legislature to modi-
{y or repeal in fofo any Bill we may pass on this or any other
subject.

leill now make a passing allusion to a personal matter.
A charge has been frequently made against me, both in this
House and elsewhere, that I am anxious to obstruct the set-
ticment of the Land Question—that I have a personal interest
in feeding a chronic disease in the public mind. I meet the
imputation by asking what advantage would accrue to me
from such a course?  All my prospects are centered in the
Island. My happiness and prosperity de upon the
perity of this my adopted home, and nothing is farthor
my disposition than to do anything caleulated to obstruct the
development of its resources and the spread of kindly feelings
among the different classes of its inhabitants. | haye resided
here nearly nineteen years, during cight of which I held »
public office and the remaining eleven wm":ram in opposi-

after I lefs it,
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o test the conflicting evideuce, and form their opinions on | the opinion whieh I avowed before the Commissioners, that

have purchased the freehold interests in their propertics, the I City, Mr. Beer, for having moved the adjournment last| tion to Government. Before [ took office

the vature of the statements made before™hem. The truth  Lord Goderich's offer cou d only be regarded, not as a remis- | proprietors will ‘b‘f willing to sell the remaining parts ol
wwas that the Cowmissioners did not give sufficient notice of ®ion of the Quit Rents, but muruly a condit onal pr.;pos;;] to‘ their estates to G vernment, under that Act, at a low price. |
«he time a¢ which they coutemplated arciving here. The that ;-nd|. dependen l(.lol co(l;r:;-,u:l the :\(-clq.tzm'cc of the tctrmsj Mr. BEER—Sir, if any proof were required that the hon. |
} woe i < s neriod at | 07 Which it was made, an 1t any other view was untén-| jmenher for the third district, Mr. Coles, wished and desired |
diovernment lost w0 ¢ i making knows tho period at able, and that I conceived that the opinion given by the So- | ¢, srovent the Award becoming the law of the land, it is to |
which they would arrive. As their Awaid has now been sab- |y - § Pl R 4 P! b the Awd ecoming the e land, 0 |
. ¥ . Her Maiesty o licitor to the Treasury, Mr. Spearman, to the cffcet that $he | 1o found in the fact of  his i g B o oy pa b ik
suitted to us, can we, in courtesy to Ier Majesty, or with a' Quit Rents had been remitted, was erroneous. But the British | which he well knows would have that eff-ct if this House |
sense of what is due to ourselves, refuse to sanction it? It Government acted upon the opinion of their law officer, and | y ors silly enough to adopt it. If the Bill to confirm the

evening for, if progress had not then bezn reported, I should
not have had an opportunity of preparing the amendment
which I shall move. With reference to the preamble to the
resolation introduced by the hon. leader of the Government
in this House, I have no objection to any one of its several
paragraphs, but to them I wish to put my amendment,which,
like the postseript to a lady's letter, will, I think, be found

is true thas the tenantry, as a whole class, way not be satis. | the Seeretary of State having wstrueted the Licut. Governor | yward goes home clogged with anything of an extraneous na- | to contain the pith of the subject. L move to strike out of

fied, and also that the proprictary body may think that the | to regard thuse rents as having been remitted. I consider it |

Commissioners have acted in prejudice of their interests, but
the existence of those feelings affords a strong argument that
the Award is a just and proper one. It is our daty to sunc-
tion the Award in its iutegrity—it would be impreper and
ampolitiec 1o mutilate its proportions.  What details shall be
necessary (0 its practical o eration can be embodied in a se-
parate Bill.
Hon. Mre. WHELAN—Wher will such Bill be bronght in?
loun. Me. LONGWORTH~—Probably in a short time. Cer-
dainly this Session. 1 we iwcorporate them in the Bill |
adopting the Award, it way he objected to.  The hoa. leader |
of the Opuvosition wished to know whether the Award was
pbligatory on the whole of the proprietors, or only on those
who had assented to the submission, and Le referred to that
ortion of it whereia the Commissioners alluded to those who |
"rpl not done 8o ; but he should remember that the passage
referred to 18 not authoritative, it is merely argameutative.
‘That properly speaking,it forms no part of the aciual Award.
T'heir reasoning mayor maynot be correct,but we are not ¢lled !
apon to eonsider it. The Award clearly affeets the properties |
of those whe signed the submission,and when we consider the
large quantities of land held by them and others who will
«consent to its terms, we should be pursuing a penny wise and
pound foolish policy if we rejected a ccrtain boon on account
of duffcrence of opinion ¢n a matter of argument. A geod
deal has been said about the reservation ot 1500 acres by a
progrietor. That clause will npt agt ppon the tenantry of |
absentee landlords,for it is absurd toswppoee that they would |
avish to retain an aecre of land in this Istand. They would
wnly be too happy to get rid of it to altogether. 1 have no
oubt that it was [ramed with a view to the cases of resident |
hiolders of comparatively small propertics, widows or athers, |

|

-whose principal means of living were derived from their land-

od property. [t would be unwise to,interfere szith that right
Lof reservation,and thus imperil the Award, merely on aceount |
of the aliar circumstanees of Lots 35 and 36, where the |

multiplicity of owners may prevent some of the tenantry pur~€’
chusing under the Award. As to what fell from the hon. |
member, Mr. Wightman, on the subject of the Fishery Re-|

serves, when he complains that it is a hardship that a party |
should be compelled to part with an acre of the front of his |
farm, I can tell him that the plan devis>d b_y_ the Commission- |
ers is preferable to the principie of the Bill introduced by the
Government of which he was a member. That Bill ;')‘ropooed
to vest the Reserves in the Government, and gave them the |
‘power of leasing them to whomsoever and on what terms they |
pleased. The Award declares that the tenant shall receive |
the value of the land so taken, and that value shall, in case of |
difference of opinion hotween him and t.Jw party requiring it |
for fishing purposes, be referred to ybltrulun. It is u‘buon |
to our fishing population without injury ¢o the tenant. Taken ,
sltogether the Award will, I think, commend itself to the ap- |
proval of the House as being the best the Commissioners could |

would be a matter of great difficulty to disturb the settlement |

|#0 made. As the Land Tax, which was imposed in liea of |

those rents, has been now for several years in operation, and |
as it is more productive of revenue than the charge which it
superseded would be, T think it probable that the latter will |
probably not be revived. The question of title comes up in |
the Award only as a confirmatory of the original grants. The |
Commissioners do not allude to the case of rival claimants |
between the time of original grantee and the present. As re-|
gards the remission of ar.ears of rent awarded by the Com- |
missioners, no one can say that any hoon has been conferred
by it on those who have regularly paid their rents. T do not
mean to eay that it will not remove a burden from the shoul-
ders of those who bave been long in arrear, but when we con-
sider the time which alrecady Las and the addicional period
which must elapse before the Award becomes the law of the
land, 1 regret that the Commissicners had not fized the period
ap to which back reots were to he forgiven, at the year 1860 |
instcad of 1858. I have said belore, and I now repeat, that
the conversion of the leasehold into frechold at the rate of
twenty ycars’ purchase is productive of no benefit to the ten-
ant, for I Lave on a previous occasion demonsirated that it |

| deavored to make the impression on the Duke’s mind that the | enefits on the tenantry : |
| people here do not wish to have the Award eonfirmed. The| « Tugrerore Resonven, That in the opinion of this Com- |

tare,it will be sure to come out disallowed. The Commisison- | the resolution all after the preamble, aud to substitate the
ers bad not power to award a loan, and,if they had,the Duke | following : —

declares he cannot recommend it. Some hon. members say ¢ But it does not appear to be the intention of the Secretary
that the loan is the best part of the Award. The loan is no | of State for the Colonies that the said copy of the Award
part of the Award, it is only a suggestion ; and what would |should be made the basis of any legislation for the present,

I was as happy and contented as during the period [ spent in
it. I bave earned my bread by the discharge of my duty as
a member of society. = The charge is based on the assumption
that I am desirous of obtaining a public office. [ may have
such desire, and I see no reason why I may not seek, by le-
gitimate means, to gratify it. I am not aware that my poli-
tical opponents have a patent right to monopolize the publie
offices of honor or emolument. 1f the time saall arrive when
the party I belong to shall come into power, 1 trus: they and
myself will pever be in a position which would render us
liable to the charge of trickery, prevarication, treachery and
inconsistency, and that we will never give our opponents u
chance of saying that we were playing into the hands of the
proprietors while we professed to he acting for the ben:ft of

a loan be without the arbitration clause to compel the pro- [ inasmuch as that His Grace has not submitted the original or

prietors to sell when the tenant wished to purchase, and that | gfficial copy, nor intimated any desire to have the printed |
at a fuir valuation, not 20 years’ purchas:? 1If we had the ! copy confirmed by local legislation: And whereas, the Seere-

loan without that privilege, the probability is that the outside | tary has declared, in his Despateh of the 7th Febraary, 1862,

pressure from some of the constituencies would induce such | that one of the principal provisions in the Award, namely,

an expenditure that the country would become hopelessly in- | that in reference to local arbitrations,is open to ¢ insupcr.t‘,lc‘l
volved in debt.  We wanted no lopn to enable the Governwent | objections,”” which he proposes to obviute by some ** (resh |
to purchase the Selkirk estate, and we all ought to feel gra-| suggestions’” at a future opportunity—thus manifesting his |
tified at hearing from the leader of the Government in this| desire that legislation on the whole subject of the Award |
end, Hon. Col. Gray, that funds will be forthcoming when- | shoald be postponed : And whereas, the recommendation f)r}
ever either of the great proprietors consent to accept the [ a loan of £100,000, o carnestly urged by the Royal Commis- |
price for their lands suggested by the Commissioners,viz. 23 Gd | gioners, in order to buy out the claims of the proprictors, is |
aterling per acre.  Sir, 1 take the despatch of the Duke of | not favorably entertained by the Colonial Minister ; and the |
Newecastle as a mere feeler in ordef to ascertain the sentiments | other principles of the Award being such as are only calcula- !
of the Legisiature. ~No doubt the proprictors Lave en-|ted to confirm proprietary claims without conferring any |

{

the tenants.  God knows their condition is hard ewoagh with-
out their being made the victims of deoeit and trickery. The
tenants as a class require the fostering care of a paternal Go-
vernment, and deeply do I resret that they have not received
from the present thut consideratiou which their situation re-
quires.

: Mr. HOW AT~—I must give the hon. mamber eredit for con-
sistency at least, for he has opposed the Commission from the
time of the introduction or the resolutions which led to its
formation. After the Commissioness arrived, he in editorials
in the ¢ Examiner’ denounced the Commission as a delasion,
a mockery, and a snare, and be advised the people not to at-
tend the Court.  This had a certain effsct on the minds of the
people of the country,who did not consider thewselves 8o wise
as the editor of a newspaper. ‘T'he consequence was that the
attendance at first was rather slim, bat it improved after the
people had aseertained the extent of the powers of the Com-
wission. Again,alter the exposition given by Hon. Mr. Howe,

l‘:‘":l,}lr:;.rr:r;’ui;l‘:::':if:‘;:u:r“(:h: (H;'l":",‘:“ (i)'r'v"","t: lfus‘ "_W‘f"lf lutions that bave been adopted in certain parts gf the Island |
of bt S oninahidarah Thid h]m n; e ('"’l "(‘,:‘mt’_c against the Award, and have striven hard to impress the ku‘—‘
! f ) B e " he hun. ember, Col. ay, . pllpesip At & 2% 6 o ’ |
sapport of his views of the great bencfits accruing to ' eytc:: { ltum:;l “t”?;h w\l':l,:‘:?;.,b{: l(“r:[f):?x:i[;;t 1 5:\:,]3:‘,)“30[3\3;?;‘“:&:
antry from this privilege of purchase, instanced leases which | rgc‘:i‘ft!ioll' R e S R T AR L stated, |
might cover valuable mill sites, and argued a8 though such | I t-aklc itasa mu}:e feeler in order to gather the real senti-|
{:;ﬁp:f,?(;:s,ereakr: ﬁ: 2‘::;;3;:‘?,? :;\;:t;:u “l“:".rl llu,:;j,:i‘:l"; cl; | ments of the representatives of the Is‘l.and, and if we denounce
if the supposi‘t.)iun he adopted be corrcct. the individuals "i‘n { it,'.herq VY"” be i, By anut it. Sir, I h:zs_xt.atc(r;of:‘to etat(;
pomis o il s o which Gy 1y bt il e 5, ok s e propricos and the L Covemen
acre rent, will probably avail themselves of the right of pur- | . . 4
chase in (ko term of the Award. Bt I think ho will i | 3, e, edn®, Brevent the Award becoming the law of the
t the lands comprising mill sites are generally let at g Zal Y
:,l;: A thgir valios. BRI W ﬁm_y conysideer ‘h;‘i"‘:"’ndnsastrous to the peace and prosperity of the Colony, and mi‘a.ll
t.hel;:ued lands 2ce on the sa;mo footing as regards the opera- | blaze ';-’ ﬂ";] benaniey uhuu‘! d tpcy  BASSS the fa ydmentnof‘;eelr
i 3 i ERAT FRS AR H | rents, 10 such a gross act of injustice is practised upo m.
Itll::et::‘xl»):-ec:ezatf)d. mﬂ):)?‘:::l?a,:f] ‘;‘”i::3;3“‘tﬂssuw},:)cr]£ i{ | Sir, I know not on how many occusions 1 have been ask.ed b_y
wcncr'lll‘_y as [culE;ldcl‘ that while it ’may do some Enl.)ud “uhc tcnunltry whelthcrl W(:luld ad\'lseltsh_% pa{mcn:hocl (t‘hexr
wrs. g . %04 1 5 advyise i . W om
cau do no harm. The Secretary of State says that he has in- | :?i'::oners :::olt];'; .Ya qd:‘::; t;}é?:lolg c'[:r's ‘;clnetn and again
superable objections to tha; part of the Award which suggests | w 1;,51 1 g;w(; t.heps:{me vice e a.ll v{h‘o alied xluy opini‘m;
Ut e 150 b o . acodanc wi th s | 0w S honid e propristos e n ht ol
. . - e .o to strangle the Award of the Land Commissioners, and shou
tions bﬁo{;rl:st!l?}\":::l))dits‘x::::;:jévs}tﬁ?l ;‘::;’:’x&y wlhtlj: 1t 1“‘ the British Government break faith with the Colony, if they |
l‘l""l“""--h - b A::lnrs SEborndiatellin Sh BT B8 Bc“{ ; expect rents to be collected for the future, I think a regiment |
rl.cmth:u:i Plall' h oy “' onel ol:llci'wise 5% insl; erable’ "h, » of sn_;ldnera will have to be stationed here to enforce their col- |
ti:rg\s [:md'll ar: v:::‘l‘l coulvinccd that toe counu}'y willebeon;];:; !cc.hqn; bu-'" Sir, 1 da not fear for the result. 1 believe that
satisied by such a course than if they are to form part of a Iv‘;;: imm;?;:t;h:ot ;?\ia’l)x:: ecgflsif:tw&a?l'lz i.:al;zm;:c;?n?:g—
separate At Thi gueton ot o impurant s 1 f L L L of th Fad, b baving hinsel maad tht te
buv: cou,rttsous that the Governmem;g.ahould submit to |;s the | Vgs:;g?m.m 18.‘8;) tfhorough'nnq ovimplota, bt .: ow “3’,““":;
details of this particular subject instead of getting our assent :l ' l: m.l.lt.eru e cr;qmry into the factsof ¢ nedcaso, n.r:h
B Riand Baisaite ‘Sl koobbue s 2ivtes il $he conm ien to characterise the Awart_i itself as being rawn wi
to the Award generally, seping ** ability and impartiality.”  Sir, I doubt not that if our Te-

l'r"l‘ficturs bave, no doubt, earefully gathered up all tha reso- | mittee, no advantage would acerue from passing a Bill to |

p Lot : y . member characterized the Award as use im-
confirm the award of the Royal Commission, until, at least, | the hon. mewber d a8 uscless and im

arrive at in view of the various suljects entrusted to their de- | try in ignorance of the mode by which it is intended to give

gislatare now put on a bold front and unitedly hold the Bri-

such time as the Colonial Minister shall have fally declared
the views of the Imperial Government on the several questions |
submitted to_them in the said Award, and when Ilis Grace |
the Duke of Newcastle shall have furnished the ** fresh sug- |
gestions * promised by him.”

I think no hon. member will dispute the truth of the facts
I have alleged. It is certainly true that the printed paper
before us cannot be considered as au official copy of the
Award; and it is equally true that His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle has not intimated any desire that we should legis-
late upon it. It is equally indisputable that this despateh
of the 7th February last expresses - insuperable objections™
to the arbitration proposed by the Commissioners, and inti-
mates his intention to offer “ fresh suggestions” at some
fature time. It is also :he fact that he repudiates the idea
of aloan. Such being facts, patent to all, it is but right
that we should mect the question fairly and openly. 1 am |
prepared to prove that iy position is supported by the Com- |
missioners themselves, but I will briefly review the whole of
the circumstances connected with the Award. There are, |
believe, some 40 individuals who may be callel proprietors.
How many of these conseuted to the Commission ?  But six
names are recorded iz favor of it, and of these, one, Mr. K.
Cunard’s is to be considered identical with that of Sir
Samuel Cunard, while another, Lord Seclkirk, bas since sold
his estate to the Government of this Jsland. So that we are
stultifying ourselves by proclaiming that the bulk of the ten-
antry will receive great bencefits from this Award which only |

affects the properties of five individuals, It has beea said |
|

practicable. The Oppositiyn have but two courses open by
which they ean hope to retura to power. Oae is to thwart
every weasure which may be bencficial to the country, the
other, to sapport whatever may be injurious. The course of
the hon. leader of the Opposition and the hon. member, Mr.
Whelan, on this matter 15 just what might be expected. 1t
is as natural for them to oppose any measare oﬂ::hml to

romote peaco and prosperity as it is for & duck to swim.

esterday the leader scemed inclined to go for the Bill, but he
soon strayed t the right and to the left. The resolution in-
troduced by the hon. leader of the Government in this House
goes simply to eonfirm the Award, and, therefore, the ques.
tion is, shall it be confirmed or not? Bat the first deviatioa
of the hon. member was his desire to make it Linding on all
proprietors. lle afterwards introdaced a resolution for se-
curing the interest on £100,000. It was evident to ma that
he did not wish that the Award should b2 confirmed. Jlo ap-

ears, however, not to be in a position te lead the whole of
the minority. IHe has been told by some of the minority in
pretty plain terws, that his resolations will not receive their
support. Laving submitted the settiement of the Land Ques-
tion to three competent referecs,it is but right that we should
confirm their decision. If we do otherwise, and repudiate the
Award, in what position would we place oursclves with refe-
rence to the Imperial Government? We should b2 guilty of
a breach of faith which the mother country would not com-
mit for half a dozen such Colonies as this. The Award is
calculated to benefit the tenantry, notwithstanding the long
speech of the hon. member, Mr. Whelan. He way think
that he can make people believe that black is white, but it
will take a good deal of talk to make people b:lieve that o
man owing L£100 or £150 arrears of rent is not benefitted by
a remission of all but £18 or £20. He may say that the ar-

cision. It was impossible that they conld establ sh one general |
price for all the lunds ia the lsland, and that being the case, ;
srbitration was the only mode by which particular propersies
evuld be appraised without injustice to the tenant or propric-
or. 1t has been objected that they bad no power to delegate |
t others tie duty of fizing the price of lands, but by their |
Commissica they are aathorized to enquire into and adjust
questiops referred to them ow ** fair and equitable prin-|
ciples.”” 1f this dpes not give thew power to ndopt'tho a{:heujle \
of arbitration, § must greatly err in my construction of plain |
English wards. I will detain the Committee no longer than |
by.repeating the expression of my opinion, that, as men uf:

r, we are bound to give effect to the result of the Com-

Wission, o the argavizauon of which we were conscaling In the shape in which the matter is brought before us, I do|goubt not but the tine will soon come whon such an indivi- )

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY-—~Rariog the debate of this morning, |
hon. member, Col. Gruy, suid that he wopld Support any
measure which he might deem beneficigl, without reference |
10 the particylar party from whici it might emanate. I trust
that myself and other members of the llouse are actuated by |
the same motive. The question for our zonsideration is whe-
we are to confirm the Award or not, Before deciding,it |
:" be as well to consider what it is that we are called upon |

|

rm.  The Award contains matters pot included in tho*
resolutions which were passed—which wore iptended to form

the basis on which ghe Commisgioners were to take action ;|

practical effect to its most '"'J"""““t part. On the sabject of | fich Government and the proprictors to their bargain,we shall |

the reservation of fifteen hundred acres, it may be true that a | have the whole iand question of the Island settled. Some ob-

s ha ssented or will do so, but we have no proof | bitration clause will do no good ; but who will believe that no
:t:: :;:tﬁrsh};;vﬁ;n or will be the case, and mere ruﬁ, sur | benefit will arise to the tenant from having three disintercsted

non-resident proprietor may not care about retaining any land | jector will perhaps say, O, but the Award does not include
in the Islpnd, but it is equally true that there “"b‘"*.""c"“l P10 | the whole Island.  Sir,if we get the present Award confirmed,
prictors residert in the Colony who may be differently in-| iy wil] ho a platform on whici to labour so that we may deal
clined, and I certainly think that on a matter of this nature | with other parts of the Colony, the 40 year leases, the 1500
the Government ghould have lﬂ!‘l on the mb!e itn exposition | yeres and those proprictors who bave not as yet given in their
of their policy. Suppose the Bill proposed, in afirmance of ‘ adhesion to the Land Commission.” If we get the Award con-
the Award, is sanctioned, and that the sapplementary act| firyod it will be a good and sure basis for future operations,
should be disallowed, what becomes of all our uction on the | j¢ will he a lever with which to uproot the whole system of
whale subject 2 1t is for these reasons that I chjcet to the |).as0h0ld land tenure on the Island. Sorry should [ he, Sir,
course the Gavermment has adopted. 1 think we shoald pass | ¢ find myself in the positien of any one who would have the
one Aet in which the whole question should be disposed of. | hardiliood to vote against the conficmation of this Award, |

ot intend 1o oppose the resolution, not baving the bonaur of | gua1 will be held in utter detestation. It is now or never
a seat in this House when it pledged itself to the snbmission | with us, we have nothing else to full back on. If the Award
to reference, I feel that L am at liberty to act as my sense of | g ot confirmed,the tenantry may make up their minds to re-

uty to my conscience and my constituents shall dietate. | pain in their present state to the end of their lives and their
Hopidg and trusting that beneficial results may accrue to the | shyjdren after them ; but if we hold on to the Award and agi-
people from the action of the Commission, | am willing w0 | yte, if necessary, for its confirmation we shall succeed, and
support the resolation. And in stating this, 4 wust express | the final result will be that i o few years as farthest the great
my carnest desire that the Bill to be ||\tro§luced in accord- body af the settlers on the Ialnng will become eontented free-
ance with the resolution before the Committee, may be 80| poldors.  Oh! but, says an ohjector, see what an amount of

framed as to include all proprietors, as well as those who | reurs will have aceuwulated again in the meantime, which |

have not given in their adhesion to the arbitration, as those | il] haye to be paid before he can get credit for any amouwut

. R S Lo | parties to fix the value of bis farm ?  Ue may impute igno-
shonld not form the basis on which we are to proceed. The| meu % the poaple of the constry, bat L ean tel) im thes

| right of purehase at the raeof 20 years reat, by i"“,"""""ms‘ there are many people quite compatent to act as arbitrators,
|of £10, which the proprietor need not acccpt until all ar- 00 with whom his assertions wild be regarded as worth less
| rears are paid up, is so important @ boon, that it has called | than nothing. I admit that there has been and still is a good
| forth any amcuut of culogy from the members of the wma- | deal of distress in the country, and I am heartily sorry that
}jJrity. Such are its prospective advantages—so great is the ! guch is the case, but there are many tenapts able to bay their
| ity in store for the people, that we are gravely to!d | farms who will ayail thewselves of the Award. Yesterday
s e whadthnirintity Fs the o cedy cou. | the Hon. Mr. Yeo stated that Lot 16 would likely be in the
| that nothing ean BxoC L O e erent ma. | Warket, aud that it could probably be obtained oo such terms
| firmation of the Award by this lluusw.0 u the gru‘ - | et allow of Jte beiazsold S toatute ot o o rato. This
jority of cases the lanls are not “:OZth 20 Jears purciast; g,ows the cffect of the Comwission. Proprietors will sell
and the Uolonial Minister has |usupcrabl_e ob.]egnons 10 \without arbitration, and the tenants will bs settled without
[ the arbitration scheme proposed to meet their particular cir- | trouble. T'he hon. wembar’s allusion to the subjeet of Quit
| cumstauces. Are hon. members so stupid as to supposc that | Rents, as dealt with by the Cummu_u:mers. sugsosts ‘:M u:m'
|if we passed a Bill confirming the Award that it would be quiry why. when his party was for eig It years ;ln p:h'e Jthey
3 ini as ** i > biections” had not effected a settlement of them.  Now, when that party
ratified by the Minister who has ** insuperable objections’ to ! clad ¢ v if v g v .
b fon 12 2 : is halpless, it is idlo for them to make this matter subject
the prineipal provision it contains, aud who prowises ** fresh of nttﬁuk "‘W“ the Government. The Goveramept is able to
suggestions” on that particular part of it ? Aund where, 1 defend their own acts ; but as onc of their supporters, 1 can
|ask, is the ** boon™ to the tenant undor the clause reserving | y11 the hon. member that so far from seoking to cocres the
| 1500 acres to the proprietor 7 1t gives him the right of re- proprietors, his party when iu power supported theic wte

tserving sueb particular Jands as he shall see fit; and we may | rests.
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