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oo Leaver or Tae GoverNMENT thought
it was but wasting time to prolong the dis-

ion as it was then carried on, In the
morning he expressed a wish that the ques-
n should be calmly discuss:d, and wos
xious that a wise and deliberate decision
shou!d be come to, It did appear that on
Declaration Day the Sheriff of Queen’s
County proclaimed Messrs Sineluir and
laird elected, but it wasalso as well known
that Mr, Cameron had polled more than
sixty votes ocver Mr, Laird. They knew

too that it was the Hon. Mr. Davies who
found fault with Sheriff MeGill for what he
did nnd declared open'y that for a less of-
fance in England, that geatleman wou'd
have been scnt to the Tower. He, there-
tore (the Hon, Leader of the Government)
vas the more surprised when he heard
y(terwards that that hon. gentleman bad
with Hon, Mr Calibeck, signed a notifica-
tion informng the Lieut. Governor that
Mr, Laird had sent in his resignation.
Now if Mr. Laird resigned and had a seat
ta resign, certainly o person had a right
to ge* up and say that he should then be

adm:ted and swerp in.  Such an idea was
sbsurd, The Return for that distriet dif-
fered from all others which had bcca sent
in, and showed olearly on its fuce that the
Sher  intended that the facts and ¢ reuam-

stanc s connected with that election were o
come before the House to be d:calt with.
e felt surprised that any hon, gentloman
shou'd find fault with the Licut, Governor
beoause he consul ed with the Crown Law
Ufficors, His Honor bad Lut recen ly
come to the country, and it was oot to be
sepgosed that he knew who were or were not
mew ers of the House of Assembly. It
appesred the Returoing . Officers and
Poll Clerks were sworn but some of them
om't'ed to sign their names ro tae affidavits,
and 1he guestion then was, ehou'd that ic-
forwali'y wvalidite the whole of the pre-
ceed ngs? The Government left the matter
to be decided by the lcusy of Assembly,
{f the comclusion arriv.d at should by that
the clestion was illegal, new writs sh uld
forth with issue for both candidates, for they
in a legal point of view, were in precisely
the same position.  [fthat Commitiee consic-
ercd that there bad beena fairand impartial
election, and that the spirit of the Law in
i3 true intent and meaning had been car-
ried out he (Hon Leader of the Govere-
mant) thought it would be wrong to givea
seat 1o the candidare who had 60 or 70
votes less than Mr. Cameron, He had hur-
ried y prepered an amevdment to the Resol::-
tiod of the Hon. B Davies which he would
-mov..

* 'The Committes of the who'e Housa on
Privileges and E'ections, baving under con-
sideration the Return of the Sherff of
Queen’s County to the writ of Election for
the First K'eetoral Disiriect of Queeun’s
County, for the purpose of considering the
epocial matters contained in the eaid writ,
and for ascertaining the reasons why two
Men bers have not been return: d 1o represent
said Distriot 1o the House of Assemb'y find
that on referring to the Rcturn which is a’-
tached to the writ, the Sheriff therein ex-
press'y declares his intention to return the
special fao's and eircumstances connected
with #2aid Election for the said Distriet, o
that the proceedings had thereunder, and
hissaid Return, might be dealt with in such
manner as might Je decmed necessary.”’
Tae reason assigned by the Sheriff for re-
turaing those speoial f-cts and circumstances
was because certain P-esiding Officers and
Poll Cierks at some of the Pollivg Divisions
of the sail Distriot bad npegleced to
oomply with the requirements of the Elec-
(ioh Laws, in not making and subserit-
ing the official uffidavits required by
Statate, He then sets forth that at a!l the
Poliing Divisions held in the said D siriet,
the respective candidates, viz: Hon. Peter
Sinelair, David Laird, lusquire, and Do:-
ald Cameron, Ksquire, bad the following
number of votes, that is to say, Peter 3.u-
elair, 1288; David Laird, 821; Donald
Cameron, 8Y7.

That, by a reference to the Po'l Dooks
referred to, it appeared ail the Presiding
Officers and Poll €leiks were“duly sworn,
ssrequired by law, either by Justices of tie
Peac: or Wreeholders boib previcusly to
end after the o'ose of the Poll; but that the
said Reta niag Officers, in some of the Pol!-
ing Divisions, merely failed to subseribe
their pames to the affidavits s0 mude by
theu

“ Resolved, therefore, that as there op-
pears to have been a fair and substautial
Kleetion beld in the Fius: Electoral District
of Queen’s County, and that no injury or
dam.ge cou.d possibly be dune to any elector
of the said District oy the said Letnrning
Officcrs and Poll Clerks not having signed
their names 1o the affidaviis made by them;
and tbat it elearly appearing thet Peter
Sinelsir and Donald Cameron had at the
said Hlection s large m.jority of votes on
the Poll Books, and shouid bave been re-
turned by the said Sherff as members to
represent eaid First Elcctoral Distriet of
Queen’s Connty, and conscquently that theoy
are pow fairly entitled to take their s-ats
aocordingly ; and that the said Sheriff be di-
rected forthwi b to appearat the Bar ol this

Houeo and Return Peter Sinelair and Dor- |

ald Cameron as Mewbers duly eclected to
this [louse to represent the First Klectoral
District of Queen’s County.”

He (tlon. Leader of the Government) had
carelully coasidered all the oircums‘ances
conuested with the case, and believed that
in eonduacting the Kieotion so injustice had
been done to any one; and as it was evi-
dent that Messrs. Sinclair and Camercn
were (airly elected, be tiozght they should
be al owed to take their seats,

Mr McNEenx coald not view the question
other than as oue of great importance, for
the dscision arrived at would hercafier
in siwilar cases be guoted as a precedent.
That oo, Committee bad to cousider, wdt
what the Sheriff did not do, but what he
did do, Drawng bis conclusion, therefore,
from the deelaration of the Sheriff: his

~opinion was that Messrs. Sinolair and Laird
%had been returned, and believed the Sheriff

ought so too. But supposing that the
tame difficulty bad occurred in all other
Distriets, tke result might have been that
they weuld bave all been excluded from the
Legislature ; nor would it be hard to show
what serious consequences might ensue therc-
from. He (Mr. McNeill) had to give en
answer to his constituents, and would net
hesitate to say that, in his opinion, a serious
infringement had been made uvon the privi-
lege of the House of Assembly when those
gentlemen, publicly declared e'ected by the
Shexiff, were uot allowed to take their seats,
Euncroachments upon the rights of the pec-
ple always commenced by small degrees—
nor had they to go back to the days of
Charles the First for an instance of that
kind. He (Mr. MeNeill) eaw, yesterday,
in that building, an o!/d Member (Mr, Mac-
Intosh) from King’s County, who had been
uojustly incarce.ated. It was Kingls Coun-

ty which then suffered. Allow infringe-
ments to take place, and Qucen’s and Princo

(Jcunties may come vext, Believing that
the Sheriff returped M sars, Sinclair end
Laird, they shou!d, he thought, have been
allowed to have taken their seats.

Hon. Mr. McEacuey could not see the
matter as the bon, gectleman dil who had
last spoken, as he ecould not, from the
Sheriff 's Return, draw any information
which covvineed him (Mr. M:lachen) that
the Sheriff had positive y reiurned any of
the candidates for the First Distriet of
Queen’s County  Bat it was clear that the
only error was, that in scme of the Polli-g
Divisions the Returniog Uffcers ard Poll
Clerks had omitted to siga the neceswry
oaths which to his (Mr M2:E’s,) mizd
were duly admivistered; and be believed
the umission cecurred because those men did
not know that the oaths they bad tsken
should have been subsciibea, Tho votes in
all the Pollthz Divisices of the District, he
was fati-fied, were properly takeu, and
therefore could not see any valid reason
why ke ocandidates which the electors
placed at the head of the Poll should pot be
permitted to tske the'r seats, Were he
governed by hs own feelings, he would most
certainly pre'er sceing Mr. Laird in the
House ; bu', actinz under cath, as be then
was, he bad to be guided by a sense of
strict justice to the electors and candidatee,
and would regret if the question should be
regarded as a party vne, Il'the candidates
were opposed to the Goverrment, and he
thercfore could not see how eny hon, gentle-
man on the Government s de of the House
could be actuated by wronz motives. Re-
ference had been wade to Charles the First,
the Star Chamber, and other scenesofab:c-
gone age, and also to those godly men who
filled the lobbies of the House of Parlig-
ment with dragoons, und di-played their love
of liberty by dispersing the Mcmbers evean
as they manifesied their hatred of tyranny
in becomiog tyrants them:elves. which they
evidenced n beheading their King. The
great Liberals of tha: day bad in their ranks
some of those Whigs who sold stheir King,
vot for z groa®, as had been falsely said, but
for £100,008 sterling,

Mr. Howar thought the amendment of
the Hon, Leader of the Government bore a
sell-contradiction oo its face, for it first
gaid that the Election Law had pot been
complied with,and in the next place affirm-
# that the election had been fairly taken.
He (Mr. [1.) could not see how it could be
regarded 25 a fair election when the lawin
all particulars had vot been complied with.
Upon that point that hon, Committee woun!d
have to come to 2 decision  For his part,
be could not see his way clear to affirm that
it was a [air election, when the law had not
becn strictly adbered to, If the Statutes
demaunded that ecrtain instruoiions were to be
observed and some of those in that care had
pot, then te did not gee how that hon,
Committee could draw a line betweea whai
daties were to be atiend-d to acd those
which were not ; and if that hon, Commiitee
ailowed a departure from the 'egal re “ire-
ments of the Acts of the Legislature, *. was
difficu s (0 ¥y 1o what it wight tead—per~
haps to depriving them of their seats, If
tho Law required that certain conditions
were to be complied with, he (Mr, H,)
was at a loss 10 koow under what circam-
stance hercafter they were to say when and
where these conditi ns ware and were notto
be observed. 1t ceriain votes were illegal,
a vote of that hon. Committee could not
make them 'egal. That many ofthem were
such was what he (Mr, H.) believe?; nor
couid that Committee make an illegally
taken vote valid

Hon, Arropney GeNErAL admitted the
correctness of much that had been said by
the hon. gentiem+n, yet believed if that
(Committee was satizficd that the oaths were
adwinistered to and taken by the Returre
ing Officers and Poll Clerks, the cmission of
their signatures was a merc techuical ob-
jeeticn, whizh should not be regarded as
coe that cught not to iufluence that bon.
Committee to set zside the recorded wish of
the electors, Unguestionably the Law had
boen substantially complied with and Messis
Sinclair and Cumeron should be admitted
to thzir scats.

Mr flowar said there were tw) classes
of voters rerurned by the Sheriff, and if ono
of those was lezal, the other was not, and
and before Mr, Cameron could be admitted
fo a seat those votes not legally taken had
to be dcclared legal which he believed was
ot in the power of that hon. Committee to
do.

Hon. Arrornnev GENERAL contended
that, by the reasoning of the hon. gentle-
man, he placed the Sberiff above the House
of Assembly, As he (the Hon. Attorney
General) bad before said, the Sheriff simply
returned the facts for the House of Assem-
b'y to dispose of as it, in its wisdom, might
deem right. While he (Hoz. Att’y Gen.)
anew that the Act was explicit in its re-
quirements, and that the House of Assembly
iu the exercise of its great powers, should
use them with diseretion, yet it was a nice
peint to decide and say that that hon. Com-
mittee was compelled to set aside the wish
of the majority of the electors because a
slight formality had not bocu ebserved. He
(Hon, Att’y @eueral) thought that that
hon. Committee, if it was satisfied on the
main points, wight overlook the techuical
objection. If, however, any hon. gentleman
on that Committes thought fuller informa-
mation was required. he should say so, yet
if they were satigfied on tbe main potats, he

saw no reason for ineurring unnecessary ex-
pense.

Mr, Howar said the Hon. Attorney
General did not attempt to sbow that Mr.
Cameron had a majority of legal votcs.

Hon. ATToRNEY ENERAL contended that
the question to decide wus simply whether
the omission on the part of the officers in
sore divisions of the electoral districts to
subscribe the oath when taken, was sufficient
to set aside the votes taken by those officers,
and was it in the power of that hon. Com-
mittee to correct that omission ?

Mr. Arsenavir would like to have the
officers brought before the Bar of the House,
to know positively whetber they had been
duly sworn.

lon. ArrorNEY GrxeRALthought if Mr.
Arsenault, or any other hon. gentleman on
that Committee bad any doubte of that
na‘ure, those cfficers shou'd be sent for, but
as Mr. Leird bad resigned, there was o
cceasion, inasmuch as that geotleman’s
ola:m was not then before that Committee.

Mr. Howar thought that hon. Committee
was called upon to say whether Mr, Laird
had or bad not & seat? The resignation he
rogarded as o question not theo before them,
and thought it would be time encugh to
speak to that question when it came up. If,
as was said, Mr. Laird resigned his seat,
then he had had one to resign, as it would be
nonsense to speak about resigniog whata
man had not.

Hon. ArraeNey GeniraLsaid Mr.Laird’s
claim to a seat in the House wae based upon
tbe Sheriff’s dec'aration, and assuming his
claim to be good, his own subsequent act
laid it aside.

ion, Mr. Caripeck—The hon. gentle.
maa (Mr. Howat) argued that where
the law was literally complied with,
the votes which were so tauken were alone
legal : but if that hon. Committee believed
that the officers were sworn, and that they
veted under the solemnity of an oath, he
could not see but that the spirit of the Law
had been fully complied with, In ordinary
decuments men were guided more by their
intent and spirit than by a forced construc-
tion, an ambiguous expression, or intormal
s'atement, and he thcught the same princi-
ple should apply to the question then under
cons deration

Hon. Leaper or THE GOovERNMENT would
fraokly admit that there was much 1eason
in a part of the statements of bis hon.
Colleague, but it wasdifficu’t to draw a line of
demarcation, as to where that hon.Committee
should commence or end in departing from a
strict compliance with the Statutes. lest in 0
doing it might over:idethe law, and conlessed
be felt much delicacy in dealing with the
question before them. He (Hon. Leader
of the Government) knew that the require-
ments of the Election Laws had not all been
complied with, but believed they had
been in their spirt, and that every guaran-
tee possible to secure a fair acd impartial
election had not only been given, but faith-
fully observed, and that, in its epirit and
meaning, the retura at all the polle had been
correctly tuken, Two coursee lay belore the
Sheriff (n D:ciaration Day neither of which
was positively taken, awd as the question
enme up before that C

itiwe, "' " to.
coms? to & decision thereon. If u“‘i#?x@n

Colleague (Mr. Howat) secmed to think that
the election, as & whole, was rendered i'legal
by the neglect of certain officers, and that
Committee came to the same cenclusicn, then
a new writ wculd have to issue, and the
election be run over aga:n, °nd if so, what
guarantee had they that the like might not
occur again, If such should be the case, he
thought the expense should be thiown upon
the officers failing ¢o do their duties; for, 3
matters then stood, Cauvdidates had rno
guarantee but that they might be constantly
involved in similar d:ficulties. In that
District all the Candidates were opposed to
the Government, and it had ncthing to gain
or loss by any change likely to occur. An-
other Petition had been laid before the
House against the return of some candidates.
Ho bad not seen the poll books for that Dis-
trict, but would 1ot then hesitate to say that
if the returning officers bad not been sworn,
he would insist that new writs of election
should issue. Baut, in the case before that
hon. Committee there bad been no non-
ccmpliance with the Law buat that of the
returning officer and poll clerks, in some in-
stanc>s, omitting to eign the affidavits, which
was, in his op.nion, an omission which would
not justily that hon. Committe in coming to
the conclus’on that new writs should issue.
But if is was deemed neosssary to have fur-
ther evidenoe, it should be obtained.

Mr. ArseENavLt had just examined the Poll
Books, and felt more convinced than ever
that the retaraning offizers and poll elerks who
had not signed the affidavits should. be
brought up for exam:'mation. In dealing
with the question care should be taken not to
eeta precedent which might operate uriformly
in the lutare.

Hoo. B. Davies thought there was much
good r2ason in what the hon. gentleinan said.
The question ought not to be decided without
eviaenca being brought forward, and he
wouald like it should be, as there was no-
thing before that Committe2 to base a con-
clusion on, would like to have the
Sheniff and offisars eximined; nor could he
regard 1t otherwise than as most extraordi-
pary that the Sheriff s'iou!d make a return
which did not agres with his declacation.

Hon, LE\DER OF THE GOVERNMENT thought
it would be nocompliment fo the intelligence
of that hen. Committee if it should take it
directions from the Sheriff or any one elsa,
The poll books and the return were on the
table. In the forenoon he (Hon. Leader of
the Government) asked the Committee to
say whetherit desired that the officers referred
to should be sent for, but his hon. friend for
Belfast, instead of answering that question,
submitted a string of resolutions; and sarely
there was something before that hon. Com-
mittee, when it had those resolutions of thet
hon. gentleman. For his pars, he (Hon.
Leader of the Goverument) could not see
what posgible good would or could reeult
from eending for those geatiemen, Doing
80 would but incur unnecessary expense.

Mr. McNemn regarded the resolaticn
moved in amendment by the Hon. Leader of
the Goveroment, pretty much as the hon.
gentleman from Tryon did, But to his
(Mr. MoNeill's) mind, the Hon. Leader of
the Goverument considered that the votes
polied, and daly recorded on the poll books
ot the district were legal, or be woauld not
have tabled the amendment, But no reso-
lation could do away with the constitutional

owers of the thrze estates of Parliamen*y
g‘hero were two views which might be taken,
—TFirst, did the cfficers who omitted taking
and subscribing the oaths, do so for the pur-

ose of uvoiding the responsibility it would
impose ? or was tho omission aceidental and
unintentional? A similar omission oceurred
in his own district, but he believed all knew
it was unintentional; but supposing the
omission was made to cover 8 willul neglect
in the discharge of daty, and it should after-
wards be nmfo to appear that such was the

eas?, it would then be seen that a grave
¢rror hind been committed, when that Com-

mittee neglected to have had those men
brought forward and examined.

Mr. Muxro thought hon. gentlemen on the
Opposition Benches were disappointed that
the Government did not see its way clear to
issue new Writs. He (Mr. Munro) knew that
Mr. Laird would be quite an acqusition to
the House, and would be glad to see him in
it, yet, however much he might personally
wish to see that gentleman among them, that
hon. Committee, in considering the matter,
bad simply to discharge the duty it owed
alike to the Candidates, Constituents in that
distriet, and the House of Assembly. Nor
eould he faii to be impressed with the fact,
that whatever decision should be arrived at,
it would hereafter form a precedent which
wonld be pointed to in the future. The case
under consideration, ard that quoted as
baving occurred in Georgetown, were not
paraliel, In the Jatter case the officer
negleeted to take tha oath, and therefore the
House of Assembly had no security that the
poll had been fairiy and impartially taken.
In the one then under consideration, the
allegation was not that the presiding officers
had not been duly sworn, but that they
owitted to sign the affidavits to which they
had sworn. The Magistrates, however, who
administered the oathe signed their rames in
the jurat and that certainly oarried on the face of
itprima facie evidence that the omission of the
signature of the presiding cfiicer was purely
accidental. On that po.nt he (Mr. Manro)
had hd some doubts,but,on examining the poll
books, they were removed ; aud he felt satis-
fied the affilavits were taken, though not
eubscribed. That the returning officers had
each taken the oath and kissed the Book, he
felt morally certain, and thought that hon.
Committee had every reason to assume those
officers acted ender the responsibility which
their oath imposed  He could not view the
return of the Sheriff as absolute; nor did he
attach much importance to what occurred on
the day of Deciaration. Between the Re-
turn and Declaration there was a merked
discrepancy. His Honor the Lieutenant
Governor, acted wisely in adopting the course
he did, as he was pot supposed to
know being then a stranger in the Coloay,
whether Mr. Laird had, or had not, a seat in
the Legislature, People sometimes did fool-
ish things, and someiimes imagined that they
were whatthey were not. From the declaraticn
of the Sheriff, Mr. Laird was reasonab'y led
to scppose that he bhad been duly returced,
but, under any circumstance of that kind it
was the duty of the Lieutenant Governor to
avail himself of the advice of the Law Officers
of the Crown. No doubt those gentlemen
saw that the Sheriff s Return was oot clear,
and gave a soundi advice when they cdvised
that the case should be sent to the House of
Assembly for ultimate decision. If the oaths
were not admi: isterad, there was no e'ection ;
but, if that hcn, Committee felt satisfied that
the clcers were sworn, ba (Mr. Muoro)
thought the omission of the signatures was
not a material point. Viewing the
matter in all ite bearings he would deem it his
duty to support the smendment of the Hon.
Leader of the Government, and allow those
gent.emen who had the majority at the polls
to take their seats.

Hon. D, Davies thought every gentlenan
on that hon. committee shou!d be satiefied
that the Returning Officers and Poll Clerks
had been sworn. Onpe hon, gentleman asked
for further infcrmation. It was not far to
New Londen, and perbaps it would be well
to send und have them brought to the
Bar ot the House, aud e=ewtred,

— — kon Mr, HowL2x felt eatisfied that ifhon.

entleman would carefully examine the Poll

ooks they would readily airive at the con-
clusion that the oaths had all been duly
taken, and that the only omission was the
accidentai neglect of the Returning Officarsin
pot signiog tte affidavits. George McKay,
Esquire, of New London, was one of the ma-
gisirates who administered those oaths, and
subscribed the jurat certifying that the Re-
turning Officer had been sworn, and he thought
no one would for 8 mcment suppose that Mr.
McKay would put his pame tv that which
was incorrect. It was the same with all the
others nor did he see how any of the officers
appointed by Shenff McGill could poesibly
neglect to be eworn, asthat geutleman in
the instructions which he gave had been
paruicularly carcful in pointing out that,
and every other duty which the law required
of them, Therefor he (Hon Mr. H.) cone
tended that the requirements of the Statutes
in that reepeet had bsen substantially com-
plied with, and he could not arrive at the con-
clusion that any of the vot-eduly reco-ded on
the Poll Books ought to have beeu struck off.
There was nothicg befcre that committee
to shew that the slightest wrong or injustice
bad b2en done to any man Nooe, he pre-
eumed, would say that Mr. Sine'air ought be
sent back to his constituents, nor did ke think
Mr. Cameron shoulid either.

Mr. Muxro.—Belore the question was put
would merely say, from what be bad said
it might be thought that he was ¢n unserup-
lous sapporter of the Government. Such,
however was not the case, He supported it
bacause he counsidered it was composed of the
best metal, aud euunciated the policy of
which he approved. And, therefore. it was
that h: made uo apology for giving 1t hissup-
port. He was under no oblizations to do sc,
but felt in the course he was pursci-gthatho
was consuiting the interests of the coun‘ry at
large. He never held en offize under any
Government, nor did he expect cna then. On
all matters which the Governme:.t would bring
forward he (Mr. Munro) would endeavor to
arrive at a correct conclusion therecn, and
pursue that couise which he should regard as
best for those he nad the honor to represent. In
the matter then befere that hon, committee, he
thought, wuuder the circuwstances the
amerdment should be earried. Mr, Laird
had honorably mada it know shat he woeald
rot accept a seat unlces he received it from a
clear tmajority of his constituents, and tha: if
the decision of the Sherif on Declaration
Day shon'd be confirmed he still wou'd not
feel justified in taking a seat 8o couferred upon
him, and he (Mr. Munro) thought Mr. Laird
deserved much credit for the open and straight-
forward courge he had pursued. It was pro-
per ‘or & man to taka a s=at in the Ilouse
whan voted to it by a majority of the electors
of a District, but not otherwise,

The amendment was then put and carried,
wheo House resumed and the Chairman re-
ported the amendment agreed to in com-
mittee,

Hon. B. Davies movad the original motion
in order that those who supported it might
have their pames recorded on the Journals.

Hon. Mr. Perry theaght be was entitled
to the privilege of making a few remarks, and
in do:ng €0 would merely eay he was pleaed
with the manner in which the d'scvesion had
been condueted. and thoug't His Honor the
Lieat. Governor in adopting the coarse he
did acted wisely as in doing; g0 he Lonorably
protected the rights and liberties of the peo-
ple. He fally concurred in the opinion
given by the Crown Law Officers,and thought
the Government acted quite judiciously under
the ecirc:mstances, and in sending up the
question to that hon. House, had sent it to
the only authority having jurisdietion over it,
Had Mr. Laird been lawflully retarned, his
resignation weuld have resuited in the issu-
ing, in-all probability, of & new wris. But
when the legality of his return was in dispute,
the Government had but one course before it,
€nd that course had been adopted. He be~
lieved the caths had been admipistered to al
the cfficers, and thought the signatures ¢

e S—

the Magistrates to the jurats were gennine.
Nor ocould he see that the Sheriff
could have made any rotorn bat
the ooe be did. The lieutenant (Fov-
ernor, Counsel for the Crown, and Gov-
ernment, in their respective places, he
believed. acted throughout a fair and hoaest
part, and deserved the shanks of all.

The original Resolution was then put, and
lost on the following division—

Yeis~—Houns. B. Davies Wightman, Call-
beck ; Messrs. Howat, McMillan, McLoau,
Hooper, MeNeill—8,

Nays—Hons. J. Pope, Owen, Howlan,
Brecken, Duncan, D. Davies, Kelly, Mae-
Eachen, Perry; Messrs Munro, hobertson,
Beer, Arsueaux, J A. McDonald, Richarde,
A, (\ McDonald, Moar—18,

Hon. Mr. Davigs said, as the main motion
was lost, he would pot vote against the
amendment of the Hon. Leader of the Goy-
ernment, (Hear,)

The amendment was then agreed to with-
out a division, when the Saeriff for Queen’s
County, (Mr. McGill) app-ared at the Bar
of the House, and presented the Retura, in
accordance with the order of the House, with
the names of the Hon, Peter Sinclair and
Donald Cameron, as the Members elect for
the First Electoral District of Queen s Coun-

ty.

Saturpay, Feb. 18th,
House wet and again adjourned, till ten
o’clock on Monday next. I.O

Moxpay, Feb, 20th.

Hon, Mr. Wightman wished to present &
petition for a Wkharf for the accommodation
of Steamersat Murray Harbor, but the House
declined to receive it, as the application
should have been made to the Executive, sc-
cording to the rule giving to that body the
initiation of money grauts.

The petition of William W. Sullivan, Ex.,
and others, electors of the Third District of
Queen’s County, against the Return of Messrs,
Kelly and Beer, was read, and tho House
having resolved that the allegations contained
in it were sufficient to justify an investigation,
was made the Order of the Day for Thurday
next. The respective parties to give secarity
for costs, as required by law

Hon. Mr. Kelly, from the Committee for
receiving tenders for primting the Journals,
reposted in favor of Mr. Cooper’s tender,
which was accerted,

Dr. Robertson reported the Draft Address
it reply to the Speeca with which His Honor
the Lieutenant Governor opened the Session.

The Draft Addrees was read, and is as
follows:—

To His Honor WiLrLiam Crvaver Frawois
Rosixs.n, Esquire, Liewtenant Governor
and Commander-in Chief, &c., &e., e,

May 17 PLEASE YoUR HoNoR:

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the House of Asseml ly of Prince Edward
Island thank you for the Speech with which
you have opencd the present Session of the
Legislature,

We also thank you for the expression of
your satisfaction ¢t the inaugaration of yoar
official wtercourse with us; and wa shall be
happy to co-operate with you in the discharge
of those responsible duties wkich Her Majesty
bas been pleased to entrust to vour eare.

Wc; fully appreciate the desire you evince

r the publi 00d, i ral
10 atvet Jaaciy foe woried of your adaisiotn
tion will be remembered among the most
prosperous and happy in the history of cur
Colony.

We are pleased to notice the deep interest
you take in the Agricultural and Industrial
pursuite of the Colony, as manifested by yonr
atterdance at the General Exhibition, held in
Charlottetown in October lust ; and we will at
all times be most happy to render every
assistance to your Houor tor the development
of those resources,

We have great cause to be thankful for the
protection vouchsated to us during the past
year,—an abardang harvest, general o ntent-
ment, peace a'd health, ere blessings for which
we feel continually thankfel, and which we
acknowledge sincerely and humbly,

The Estimates, when laid before us, will
receive our greatest atteation. It is with
pleasure we observe the mcrease in the Re-
venue of the past year,

We will endeavor to provide for the re-
quirements of the current year, with such
hberality as is commensurate with the re
sources of the Colony, 2and in such a manper
&8 will enable your Government fully to main
tain all departments of the public service,

All paress which you may be pleased to lay
before us will reecive due consideration.

We trust the remcval of the prohibitory ine
structions, which were issued to Custom House
Officers, in the month of August last, with re-
epect to the then prevailing practice of admit-
tinz United States vessels to entry in the ports
of this Izland, will tend to the renewal of the
mutually satistactory trade relations which ex-
isted be!ween this Colony ard the United
States, previous to the abrogation of the Reci-
procity Treaty,

We are pleased to receive the assurance of
the increased accomrmodation which will be
afforded by the new Publio Buiding in Char-
Jottetown, and have no doubt it will afford
that security for the publio records which is
necessary.

It is gratifying to be informed that the de.
posits in the Savings Bank now amount to
fifty thousand pounds, as it a proo? of the
thrift and prosperity of our peecple. We shall
cheerfully consider any measure that may be
submitted to us for extending the usefuluess
of this most beneficial ingéitation,

We consider it advisable that the Supreme
Court shall sit a sufficient time each term to
dispose of all the causes on the docket,

We coincide with your Honor in the opinion
that the facilities for the shipmeut and trane.
portatio: of the productions of the Colony are
insufficient. The deepening of the water in
several of our rivers and at our pubiic wharves,
by means of dredzing, and the expediency of
constructing & Railroad through the Island,
will receive cur most serious consideration.

The enlargement of the Lunatic Asylum
will be duly attended to.

Relyiiz upen the gaidanea of Divine Provi.
dence, we shall, to the b>st of our ability, in
conjunction with your Honor, discharge our
legislative duties with the d>sire of promoting
the best interests of our fellow eolonists,

Made Order of the Day for to-morrow,

The House then adjourned.

H.
Tuespay, Feb. 21st.
Hon, the Speaker in the Chair.

Dr. Robertson presented the petition of
John Gaffuey and others. against the Retarn
of the Skeriff for the Third Electoral District
of Prince County, which was ordered to be re.
ceived and read.

House in Committee of the whole House ci

the
Draft Address,
in answer to the Lieutenant Governor's Speech.
W. Richards, Esq., in the Chair.
The first and second paragraphs were read
ﬂ agreed to. The third parsgrapb being

Hon. B. Davigs said it had been usuval on
such occasions for the Leader of the Govern.
ment (o favor the House with a statement, en-
anciatiag to some extent the policy the Gov.

DOANE ANODVY

vernment purposed to pursue, and regarded it
as most extraordinary that no hon. member
on the Government side kad then arisen fo
do so. Itwas well known at the last Bieotion
that the Education Question had, te a cer~
tain extent, been brought prominently before
the public, and that upon a certain question, in
conuection therewith, the late party had been
broken up, anc the then preseni Coalition
Goverpment formed. It was also well known
that such was the case; he thought therefore that
matter should have been noticed in the Speech,
and regarded the reticence of the Governmers
as ominous of an intention to overthrow the
Pree Educational system. The Government
knew the question was to be ng:ken te, and
that it wou'd have been in better taste if
it threw out those hints in order that hon,
members might have an opportunity to express
their views thereon, as he believed it 10 be
one of those subjects which hon. gentlemen,
all round, should have had an opportunity
freely to express their opinions upon, His
Honor the Lieutens.ar Governor said he had
the pleasure last au'umn of being present at
the o})ening of the General Exbibition, and
was favorably impressed with what he then
saw, Nor was he (Hon. B. D.) going to say
that he was unwilling to render to His Honor
all the assistance for the development of the
resources of the Island which it was in their
power to give, But it Ap&ennd strange that,
coming to this couniry as His Honor the Lieu-
tenant Governor recentiy had, for the first
time, trom a couantry where sach a multitude
of the people were so ignorant, that he omitted
to refe- to Edncation. His Honor must huve
been delighted with the intelligence of the
people among whom he came; and as such was,
to a great cxtent, to be attributed to their :x-
cellent system of Common School Education,
it was to him (Hon. B, D.) strange that His
Hcunor should, on s first Meeting with the
Legislature, have omitted any reference there
to. He had just been perusing an article in
ona of the late Quarterly Reviews, wherein the
writer pomted out the causes which pro~
duced the immense amount of pauperism then
in England, Tke reviewer said that in the
fifteenta century England was a much bap-
pier courtry than it was in the nineteentb cen-
tuary, o the 15th century she was noted,
according to Chancellor Fortescue, for the
pumber of ber swall freeholders; and that
writer pointed to the remarkabie fazt that the
ris» of Panperism in Great Britain was con-
temporaneous with the gradual extinction of
small freeholders. At that tidie, besides the
large estates, there were numerous small ee-
tates, owned and cultivated by small proprie-
tors, while, at the same time, large tracts of
land were reserved all over the country for
the common use of the people. Those small
estates were cultivated by the men who owned
them. and the employer and the employed on
the farm sat at the same table, which had an
effect for good apon the farm labore's, who had
thereby an oppertunity of learning much
from t{eir employers. The education of the
common people was also at that time far su-
perior to what it was in England at present.
As time progressed, the small freeholders be-
came gradually less, until at the present timo
they were, a8 a class, exterminated. In 1688,
there were in Sngland 40 000 families,. free~
holders of the befter sort and 149,000 of the
lesse-, in all 180 000 families possessing free-
hold estates, exclasive of the bigher clasees,
ircluding the nobility, which amounted to
16,550 families, which were the owners of
) less , & ! H o
BT s s pecrbate, wade (he Soial murme
: from that

which existed at pregent, when one-bulf of
E.zland was owned by 150, and 194 millions
of acres in Scotland were ownad by 12 per.
sons, This change began to be effected about
the middle of the 15th century. The farmers
of those days and their men were on & par in
oint of education and general intelligence.
Evexy fourth family, at one time, was a free-
holder, but they had all since that period been
driven out, ard the result had been most
disastrous to the nation, To-day there were
in Great Britain 17 millions of people, chiefly
belonging to the agricultaral eclasses, who,
when the sun went down, did not know where
they were to get their breakfast. A Commit~
tee ot the House of Commons had been ap-
pointed to inquire into the matter with a view
to arresting the numerous social evils arising
trom such a condition of affairs, and bad as-
certained facts which were truly- alarming.

The condition of the poorer classes in Ireland
was, they all knew, sad, but it bore no nome
arison to that which existed in Bagland.
%nghnd might build keriron clads,and was well
able to do so—nay, cculd buy out her foreign
encmies if she thought proper; but her
danger then lay more in the social condition
of her own people, than in the enmity strengtl
or power of foreiyn countries. Previous to
the French Revolution the peasantry of
France were incensed beyond measure againet
the nobility by the oppression they lrd so
long endured from them, aud on that clase at
the time of the Revolution was their rage
poured out; and sad as that record was, Le be-
lieved it did good, and he (Hon. Mr. D.)
thought it would be well for the nobility and
the Landed proprietors of Britain to consider
their pregent position before it was tco late.
The Land Question of Great Britain, even ag on
this Island. had ever been the source from
which had flowed that amount of misery,
want end degradation which existed
there. And what he (Hon. Mr, B. D ;
wished particularly to notice was, that where
the common people were not educated, the
political power was thrown wholly into the
hand of the upper classes which too generally
have used it for suppreseing vopular influenee ;
and he feared a day would yet come in Eng-
Jand when the extreme waunt and misery of
the common people would burst out Like a
flame and vent its rage upon the nobility and
wealthier classes in that country, The state
and condition of society 16 England and the
causes which had produced the evils existing
there, were truly alarming, and only went to
shew the wisdom of the L'beral party of this ks
land, when it laid bold of the Land Question
of this Island and grappled with it to a cer-
tain extent, g0 succeesfully: and also its ex-
cellent feresight and wise poliey in introdue-
ing a system of Common School’ Edueation,
which Judge Peters and other distinguished
men amongst themselves and in the Provinces
had declared to be one of the best in the
world, {Hear, hear.) Yet His Honor the
Lieut. Governor, notwithstauding all that was
said about education in the country, and the
well known anxiety of the people for the
final settlement of the Lend Question made no
reference to either in his Speech. It was as-
tonishing how the Isldtd had increased in
prosperity during the past (wenty years, and
as that prosperity was largely owing to the
gradual extinction of the larze hnged pro-
prietors and the intelligeuce of the people,
which bad greatly iacreased since the in-
troduction of their Common School System ,it
Educstion, He (Hon, B. D)) regretted that
his Honor had not referred tothem, Miss Sul
livan Captain Cumberland, and others hold-
ing large estates had asked higher prices for
them than tke Goverament would be justifiad
in giving, and he (Hon. B. D.) thought a
eompulsory Bill based upon equitable princis
ples,would have to be introduced, and ght
the Government would be fully justified
in bringing one in. The hon. member from
Alberton (Mr Bell) who had been removed
to the Leyislative Council, stated last Session
that the Prothonotar (Mr. I), Hodgson) was
receiving as much as £1500 a year in the
shape of fees in that office ; and as that matter
wasg one of importence the public waswiteh.
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