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-1 W WSROW YOU Wi wWe are, he
said, abruptly *You remember that !
jeft the Amur some days ago, and |
i p the bed of the Ussuri. Here, |
M Amur running to the |
porth le the Ussuri flows di-
rectly ‘onsequently we are !
{rave We have reached this |
poir signating a spot on the map, |
“and 1 Viadivostock is but 200 miles
away. 1 have brought you farther than
f hoped to do You see, it will be
. rous to continue the use of these
passports, for the men whose names
you bear are known to many of the
officials between here and the Pacific
For your safet) and mine, we must
part. I will provide you with suf-

ficient food, and if you are cautious you
will reach the coast in safety.”

“Yes, vou ar: right,"” said Platofr,
with emotion “To-morrow we will
leave you. Better that we should take

the rigks of recapture than—"
“8top,” said Poussin. * You forget.
7 wigh to hear nothing. I don't know

who you are, understand, or where you

are going. You saved my life. That is
all 1 choose to remember.”
A commotion was suddenly heard

outside, and he turned to the window.
The intercst depicted on his face drew
hig companions to the spot.
the station vard a Cossack, surround-
e¢d by an inquisitve crowd, was nailing
a big white placard to one of the gate-
posts. ‘The distance ‘was too great te
distinguish its contents. Maurice and
Platoff exchanged significant glances,
but before they could speak the star-
osta flung open the door and entered.

“ A courler has arrived with procla-
mations,” he s=ald, breathlessly. “R
seems that the escaped convicts who
were seen near Toluar have eluded

pursuit and cannot be found. or
course they have not reached this
reighbourhood yet, but the Govern-

ment wishes to be on the safe side,
and =0 they are postimg metices from
tation to station.”

“ Ah” said Poussin, coolly, *“ we
have heard something of that on our
way. And so they have slipped off
from the soldlers, have they ? Well,
they will be caught sooner or later.
Have you one of the placards with
you? Tt would be wise for us to read
the descriptions in case we run across
the fellows."”

The starosta rushed out of the room
and into the yanrd.

“ Keep cool,” sald Poussin. “ There
i« not the slightest cause for fear. I
saw these placards a month ago.”

The fallow was baek in an instant,
paper in hand. ‘“Here, you read it;

my eyes are bad."” said Poussin, and
ne handed it to Platoff.
Maurice, to conceai his emotion,

turned to the samovar and drew a cup
of tea, but Platoff coolly took the pa-

per and read aloud in a firm, clear
voice :
TWO THOUSAND ROUBLES REWARD,
The atove sum wiill be paid for the ar-
vest of three convicts wno escaped in
February from the mines at Kara; one
tall and light-haired, his companions ol
medlum height, and dark. At the time
of thelr escape two of them wore Lhe
priscn garb; the cther was attired in &
Cessack uniform.

Irey are journeying down the Amur
valley, and gll persons are hereby warn
«d to extend no ald whatever under the
tevenrcst penulties. fets

GENERAL MELIKOTF,
Governor of the Mines of Kara.

“ Rather a meagre description,” salid
Platoff, laying the paper aside.

“Ah, but their clothes,’ exclaimed
the starosta. * That is a sure identi-
fication. It is impossible that they

could have procured others.”

“ Were the convicts still wearing the
prison clothes when seen near Toluar?”’
asked Poussin, suddenly.

“It was not the men who were
seen,” said the starosta, “only traces
of them, a trail in the snow—and hot
ashes of fire.”

Platoff darted a reassuring glance at
Maurice.

“ Well, my good man,” broke in Pous-
¢in, “ depend upon it the rascals will
be captured, and serve them right,
and now be sure to have a fresh relay
of horses ready at early dawn. I must
reach Viadivostock before a warm
fpell sets in.”

The starosta promised obedience and
left the room.

‘A good sleep will be necessary,”
said Poussin. ** We shall have a hard
day’'s journey to-morrow.” He spread
his rugs on the floor and stretched
himself flat. Platoff filled his pock-
ets with bread and meat and hur-
ried away to give Phil his supper. He
was back In ten minutes.

“The bov Is all right,” he whisper-
ed to Maurice, “and the sledge is
in a safe place. Tt won't be disturbed.”
Trey carried on a whispered conver-
fation for a few moments, with Pous-
fin snoring heavily at their gide, and
firally both fell asleep.

Maurice woke some hours later with
& confused din ringing in his ears. He
Sat up, listening intently, and present-
ly the vague sounds resolved them-
gelves Into a clatter of hoofs, the tread

of hurrving feet and a babel of
viices, A vellow glare was shining
into the room, and, rushing to the

window, he saw a dozen mounted Cos-
sacks standing in the station vard.
Two or three pcasants were holding
blazing torches, and a fast increasing
crowd was pouring in at the gates.
At that instant Maurice felt a hand
on his shoulder, and, turning, he saw
Platoff. * Lost ! hissed the Russian.
“We are betraved. 'The soldiers are
secking uea, Look at that scoundrel !”
And he pointed to the starosta, who
was standing at one gide conversing
With the captain of the Cossacks.
They shall not take me alive! I
swear it'! he added, flercely, and,
Springing across the room, he tore his
Pistol from bhis coat.
Maurice, pale and
ed from the window.
“Quick !"”
W Mk

turn-

trembling,

exclaiined Platoff. * Fol-
We mauv eseave through th

Out in |

|
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rear.” He moved
he spoke, but before
it. Nicolas Pouszein
forward

“Ha'! How's ? What
this noise mean ?”’ he asked.

Platoff dragged him to the
and pointed to the soldiers in
yard

“* They

“Some

the aoor as

reach

towara
he
came

could
sleepily
this does all
window
the

said.
our

es-

he

them on
yet to

open in the |

ceeking us,’
wretch has put
track. It i not too late
cape, provided a wav I8
rear Mv only fears arve for your
¢fety., How can vou explain ? How
carr vou extricate yourself frgm your
perilouvs noesition ?7

“1 do not believe the
here for that purpose,” said Pous-
gin., fn a calm voice, but the pallor
of his face belled his words. “1 ad-
vise vou to wait before you attempt
anyvthing rash.”

“ They are coming,” cried Platoff, as
fecotsteps were heard in the next
ajartment, and, rushing to the door,
he propped his huge frame against it,
ca'ling on Maurice to assist.

“ Be careful, be careful !” said Pous-
gin, nervously. *“ Don’'t go too far.”

A sharp rat-tat-tat was heard on
the panels, and, as no one answered,
the familiar voice of the starosta
called on them to open.

With a sudd=n change of dem>anounr
Platoff seized the handle and flung
the door far back.

The torch gleam from the yard re-

are

soldiers are

vealed the starosta and a burly cap-
tain of Ccssacks standing on the
threshold.

CHAPTER XXII.
A DARING DEED.

The starosta evidently failed to no-
tice the consternation that his visit had
produced.

* Pardon, & thousand pardons, your
Honour ! he exclaimed, volubly, ad-
dressing Poussin, who had pushed his
way to the front. “ I am sorry that
1 must disturb ¥du, but I really have
no choica, as your Honour can read-
ily see for yourself. This is a Gov-
ernment position, you know, and of
course I must be very careful—"

“ What are you talking about ?” in-
terrupted Poussin, angrily, glancing
aslant at his companions, who had
edged across the room. ‘“ Speak and
explain yourself.”

“ Why, don’'t you know ? said the
starosts, in a surprised tone. “Didn’t
vou hear the noisé and see the Cos-
sacks in the vard ? His Excellency
the Government Inspector will be here
in &n hour or two, and this room must

Piatoff seized the handle and flung the
~nms tar DACK.

SICK AEADAGHE

Positively cured by tirese
Little Pills,

They aiso relieve Distress from Dyspepsia,
Indigestion and Too LIcarty Eating
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Cossack
lways precedes
miles.’ And the
sarosta indicated the officer at his
side, who at once muttered out an
apology for disturbing the travellers
at their rest.

Back in

ad-
his

4 the shadow of the
"..’1 and Maurice drew a
that was audible in
Poussin, ton, was

wall Pla-
sigh of relief
the doorway.
overcome by the
sudden transition from despair 1o
hope, but he retained his self-posses-
ﬂ“f' admirably, and replied with &
well-assumed touch of indignation :
1eful that travellers should
. inconveni but
ll_t.< his Excellency the Inspector who
wishes our apartment, we will gladly
Convey to him our best

give it up.
regards on his arrival. And now where

" It is shai

suffer these nces since

can we sleep for the remainder of the
night ?

‘I can put you on the floor of the
post-room,” said the starosta, doubt-
fully, *“if your Honour doesn't object
to the other occupants.”

“And who else is there ?"” asked
Poussin,

“Well,” replied the ctarosta, count-
ing on his fingers, “there are four peas-
ants, and two soldiers, and a Cossack

lieutenant, and three drunken buriats,
and a merchant from Tomsk, and a
dog—""

“ That will interrupted Pouse
sin. “1I don’t want to hear any more.
I see that the moon is shining. Travel-
ling will be good. Fetch me a relay
of the best horses you can get, and
at once, mind you. We will start im-
mediately and make up for loss of
rest 2t the next station we reach.”

* But, your Honour,” stammercd the

do,”

starosta, "I am afraid—horses—they
are scarce, and his Excellency will
want—" Here he paused and glanced

over his shoulder, but the Cossack, hav-
ing lent his presence to the:edict of
expulsion, had made his way unnoticed
into the courtyard.

Poussin readily interpreted these lit-
tle manceuvres. * Get me the horses,
and T will give you ten roubles extra,”

he said. “ 1 want provisions also. Put
me in sufficient for five days' travel.

One cannot procure food fit for a dog
to eat at the stations between here
and Viadivostceck.”

“But food is even scarcer than
horses,” said the starosta, with a
greedy twinkle in his eye. * All that

can be procured will be consumed by
his Excellency and party.”

“Provide what I want, and I will
ray your price,” replied Poussin.
‘““ Make haste, now, and get our sledge
ready. We will start at once, and his
Excellency can have this room.”

‘‘Yes, your Honour,” said the staros-
ta, 1 will do my best.” And, bowing
low, he departed. Poussin carefully
closed the docr after him and crossed
the room.

“You heard all our conversation ?”
he asked, abruptly.

s 1 said Ylatoff. “ Thank
heaven we cre safe ! It was a ter-
rible fright, and I was suie that all
was lost. Your coclncs=3s preserved us
from a fatal blunder. You are a won-
derful man !”

“ Yes, it is true that we are safe for
the present,” answered Poussin, ' but
what I have just heard has a hidden
meaning that I only could understand.
You :emember my telling you that I
journeyed from Irkutsk to Toluar in
company with two men under whose
names and with whose passports you
are now travelling 7’

*“ Yes,” sald Platoff, “ I recollect.”

“Wen,"” resumed Poussin, * those
men, Miroff and Lyapin, are both Rus-
sian officers, although they travelled
incognito, and the pagsports made no
mention of their rank. From Irkutsk
they were sent ahead bv his Excellency
the Inspector, and wken we arrived at
Toluar a telegram reached them con-
taining instructions to await the ar-
rival of the inzpector at that station.
Phey travelled with me, you see, in
order that their rank might not be
suspected. His Excellency was not
due at Toluar for some weeks, but it
appears now that he has journeyed
with unusual rapidity. He will be
here in an hour or two. Miroff and
Lyapin are with him. An examina-
tion of passports will lead to the dis-
covery of our ruse, and disaster will
follow.”

Poussin threw himself on a chair
and wiped the perspiration from his
brow.

“A bad state of affairs indeed !

‘“What can be dome ?
replied Poussin, “1I
have ordered the sledge at once, and
we may gain some hours on his Ex-
cellency. It all depends, however, on
a single thing—the #xamination of the
passports. It is possible that no such
inspection will be made, since the in-
spector and his party are of such high
rank. In that cvent all will go well,
and by hard travelllng we can reach
Viadivostock before the inspector, but
if the passports are requested by the
officer whe examined ours last night,
and he hears the names of those men,
the coincidence will at once strike him,
and discovery will follow,

“ Either Cossacks wlill then be sent
in pursuit or orders will be telegraphe:
to the next station to arrest us on our
arrival.”

“ But the chances are in our favour,"
exclaimed Maurice, eagerly. *“ At least
g0 it seems to me. If these men had
procured other passworts, and these
passports had been examined at vari-
ous points along the route—points at
which our passports had also been ex-
amincd—would not this discovery have
been 3

said Platof:i.
“ Little, I fear,”

made long 20
*“ Yes,” assented Powssin.
“ And in that event,” resumed Mau-

rice, * would it not have been a sim-
ple matter to telegraph orders for our
grrest ?”

Again Pouscin nodded assent.
“Very well,” said Maurice, trium-
phantly; * it is plasn that their pass-

ports have not heretofore been ex-]
wmined. Why, then, would -they be
at this particular point ?”

“That is clever reasoning,’ - said
Poussin. “You are right. The
chances arec greatly in our favour.
Moreover, it is barely wpossible that

these men are not with his Excellency
at all. One cannot tell what mav
have happened. Perhaps they were
sent back to Irkutsk or ordered to re-
main at Toluar, but we will take no
chances on that. To stay here an hour
lonzer is dangerous.”

At that instant a rap at the door
was heard, and a second later the
starcsia entered

*All 18 readv,” he raid, " the fress
Forses and the provisions. Ah, your
Honour, yon little know with what
difficulty I precured them. 1If it came
to his Excelleney’'s ears, I should lose
mv vlace.”
‘You are
said Poussin,

iles like a

an extortionate
coolly, “You can tell
buriat. I won't quarrel
over the price, though. I am In hacte
to leave Hers is the money for the
horses, including the ten extra roubles,
How much for the nrovisions ?”

(1o be Continucd,)
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Devout priests frequently
A mortify their flesh and vol-
untarily force themselves
to undergo great bodily
hardships and deprivation.
They are enabled to do
this and escape serious
injury to their health
by reason of the
purityoftheirlives
and the fact that
they deny them-
sclves the pleas-
ures of the table.
An ordinary man
who lives in the
ordinary way can-
not long endure
hardship, depriva-
tion or overwork,
unless he takes
thie right remedy
to reinforce mna-
ture. The average
man when he is
in good health eats
too much. When
he gets a little out
of sorts he pays no
heed and keeps
right on ‘““making
a hog of himself.”’
In some instances he gets thin and em-
aciated. In others he gets grossly cor-
pulent, and weighted down with flabby fat.
In the first instance he is a candidate for
dyspepsia and nervous prostration. In the
second for kidney trouble or heart failure,
Dr. Pierce’s (3siden Medical Discovery en-'
2bles the average man to undergo a great
deal of hardship, deprivation and over-
work, in spite of the life he leads. It causes
the food to be prgperly assimilated. It
builds firm, healthy flesh, but does not make
corpulent people more fat. It cures dys-
pepsia, nervous troubles, kidney disease and
98 per cent. of all cases of consumption, It
prevents weakness in any organ of the body.
“In August, 1895, T was taken down in bed
with a burning and severe pains in my stomaca
and under my shoulders, and dizziness in my
head,” writes Ira D. Herring, Esq.,’of Emporia,
Volusia Co., Fla. ** My home physician said my
symptoms were like consumption. Nothing that
1 ate would digest, and I had grect distress in my
stomach, I wrote Dr. Pierce ‘or advice, and took
four bottles of his ‘Golden Medical Discovery’
and three of ‘ Pleasant Pellets.” I am now able
to do my work and eat mauy things that I could
not touch before I took these medicines.”
An inactive liver and constipated bowels
are promptly cured by Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant
Pellets. They never gripe,

ENGLISH
BREAKFAST COCOA

Possesses the following
Distinctive Merits:

DELICACY OF FLAVOR.
SUPERIORITY in QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING
to the NERVOUS or DYSPEPTIC.

NUTERITIVEQUALITIESUNRIVALLED
In Quarter-Pound Tins only.

Prepared by JAMES EPPS & CO., Ltd,
Homaeopathic Chemists, London,
BEn; rland,
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JAHES BARRETT,

Connolly’s Wharf.
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VYew Flavoring
Extraces

We hav - just received di-
rect from the uni-nufsctorers,
a large sssortment of new flav
oring extracte for cur Xmas
trade. ‘i hose  guods  are
¢ aimed to be of the very best
quality, and strictly pure, pos-
sessing the flavor of the spices
and fruit from which they
are compounaed to a remark=
able degree. One bottle will
go as f.r and give beuer re-
sults than two botiles of the
ordinary extracts offered for
sale. Among the Flavorings
are the following new kinds:

Aprico*, Choeolate, Cinnamon, Orange
Pear, Winter Green, Raspberry, Nutmeg,
Banana, Blood Orange, Lime, Peach,Rose

Cloves, Strawberry, Cctlee.
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RUBBERS &« OVERSHOES

"1853—FORTY-FOUR YEARS—1897

basliSaai

THE CANADIAN RUBBER CO.’S

RECORD IN MAKING RUBBERS.
e 0

RESULT:

Rubbers that “WEAR?” and are “UP TO DATE” as their
" immense sale and popularity proves

STANDARD NEVER LOWERED.

All Dealers keep them.

PIANOS
PIANOS
PIANOS

Now Opening

-~ —Fali Stock

In new and elegant designs of cases,

L [

All priees.

~ C. P. FLETCHER

Opera House;Buildin,

L, QP TRO,

Agent at Summerside

5 - -

200 Bicycles Wanted

To be stored (free of charge) for the winter, and cleaned
repaired, nickeled or enameled, thoroughly renewed, ready

for spring.
ENAMEILING

We use the highest grade Enamel (bl:ck or colors) that
money can buy in New York, and éafe it on in a manner that
the most fastidiovs cannot ~riticize, and the cost is the same
as others charge for ordiuary paint, See sample at shop.

A triel order solicited.

Beer & Coff|

W P. DOULL, Kent Stieet,

3
L)
o
.
3 ks
A
v
.
L8
‘
v
I
« i
b
i 2
,.'
s .‘
. ‘
%

B Tt e o -
. 0 7 1 ot

e
"




