
  

  

The easiest way to garner more 

support from the community, how- 

ever, lies in producing a winning 

program. Let’s be honest here. 
Sports fans in PEI, and 

Charlottetown in particular, really 

don’t have that much choice when 

it comes to live sports action. Apart 

from the Charlottetown Abbies, a 

well-established and relatively suc- 

cessful junior hockey team, UPEI 

sports make up the highest level of 

competitive sports here on PEI. Of 

course the fans are going to come 

out and watch. What else can they 

do? Imagine how many more fans 

would attend if the teams they 

cheer for were actually competitive 

within their league 

Of course it’s not that sim- 

ple: successful programs have to be 

built over many years. Quality stu- 

dent/athletes must be recruited to 

provide the foundation for success. 

Oddly, our athletic department 
seems intent on actually decon- 

structing what was once a proud 

athletic program. How else can one 

explain the lack of competitive suc- 
cess which has plagued our school 

in the recent past? You want 

Panther pride? It’s not as simple as 

coming out and cheering the teams 
on. Quite simply, people want to 
cheer winners. 

Each respective sports team 
has a fairly solid base of dedicated 
fans who turn out year after year to 
watch the teams play. Suffice it to 
say that the fan base could be 
strengthened if there were actually 

winning teams. 
The blame has to be lev- 

elled somewhere. I’m being very 
polite when I say this. I just want 
to see our teams win. How come 

our athletic department doesn’t 
want that? Or do they? If so, they 

certainly go about it in a strange 
way. 

Perhaps our university 
coaches are partly to blame. Let’s 
look at the women’s basketball 
team. After making it all the way to 

the conference championship one 

year ago, the team slipped all the 

way to last place in their division. 

Why? They only lost one player 

from their team of a year ago. Does 

losing one player really amount to 

such a drastic decline in productiv- 

ity? 

I’ve been to a number of 

basketball (both men’s 

women’s) and hockey games. 

There is considerable talent on all 

teams. Perhaps not quite enough 

top-notch talent to bring a confer- 

ence title to our school yet, but def- 

initely enough to produce play-off 

calibre teams. Yet not one of these 

teams, be it basketball, hockey, or 

volleyball, displays any consisten- 

cy. They play well together in 

spurts but eventually lapse back 

into mediocrity. It is up to the 

coaches to develop team unity. A 

successful team is a well-oiled 

machine. All its parts work togeth- 

er to achieve success. Coaches are 

expected to help their players gel so 
that they may be able to triumph 

over their competition. Is a lack of 

proper coaching techniques con- 

tributing to the winter sports woes 
here at UPEI? It would certainly 
appear so. 

Now, let’s look at the ath- 

letes. What is their motivation for 

being part of the UPEI Panthers? Is 

it to achieve success in competition 
while receiving an education? Is it. 

to boost their social status here on 
campus? There’s one thing I know: 
Every athlete who performs on a 
relatively high level of competition 
should be absolutely scared to 
death of losing. One cannot accept 
mediocrity if one plans on achiev- 
ing success in the athletic forum. 

Athletes who fail to realize this fact 
compete for the wrong reason. 
Want to have fun? Go play intra- 
murals. Want to achieve success 
and instill pride in your school’s 
athletic program? Then play to 
win. All the time. 
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Oy Ce Joint Us at The Sete ae a for... 

STEAK & STEIN MONDAYS 
T-Bone steak & stein for $8.99 
5pm — 2pm 

GAMES NIGHT TUESDAYS 
Free pool, darts, and crib. 

WING NIGHT WEDNESDAYS 
Just 35¢ per wing. 
Spm — Yom 

Rodd \ 
Confederation Inn 

& Suites 
Trans Canada Highway 

Charlottetown, PEI 
(902) 892-2481 

TASTY Sd tty Vee 
tc 

Roi 45) lett eel) 

2 LT Lil TTC 
Join us at 7:30pm for trivia. 
Great beverage and munchie 
specials — great prizes. 

Se ALL Like Jug 

  

  
Tips & TRICKS ON THE ART OF BUDGET TEL i Furoee 

SLIDE SHOW ANDO & A 
TuEspDay, Marcu 13™ 
12 NOON - 2:30PM 

THE BARN - 2” FLOOR 

Door Prizes To BE Won! 

°7TRAVEL CUTS 
1-800-279-4544 
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