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bate long before we had a seat in this House?

-thar is contradictory to his forimer statements? ¢
-would wish to see him relieved from so unpleasant a dilemma.

1 great

¢ Woloni

AND

| Bevaly,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND ADVERTISER.

-

Vol. VL]

CHARLOTTETOWN, SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1843.

[No. 297.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Moxpay, March 20.

STATE OF THE COLONY.

Mr. Ras commenced this important debate. by observing he
would not detain the House by a mere repetition of the state of
the Colony; the grievances which the people are now suffering
are so well known to this House—the tenantry more particularly
__that they cry aloud to this Assembly for a remedial legislation;
and we must not turn a deaf ear 10 their real and undonbted
complaints ; wh:at we have now to consider, said the hon. mem-
er, is, which of the numerous resolutions now before us we shall
adopt, whether we shall restrict ourselves to that of the hon. the
Spealker, which only goes to address the proprietors, or whether
we shall attempt a more general measure. He (Mr. Rae) would
1o longer beat about the bush, but at oncc declare that his opin-
son compelled him to go against the idea of addressing private
jndivduals, (as he must term proprietors) to redress 0 weighty
a matter as the one we are now about (o enter upon ; we have
been told, time after time, that we cannot interfere between land-

Jord and tenant; he would ask the question, why not? Why
should not this power be posse-sed by us? has it not been done
in other places, under similar circumstances, again and again?
We have experienced oppusition in other quarters, but will hon.
members continue to allow such interference? Why are we not

10 be allowed similar privileges to those enjoyed by others: the

amount of the matier is this; the tenants cannot divcha:ge the
burdens imposed upon them, for which reason he could not ob-

jeci to the resolutions of the hon. member for King’s County, Mr.

Cooper
Mr. Coorer could not perceive any good effect would arise,

even if the resolution of the Hon. the Speaker was agreed to by
the Committee ; Lord John Russell considered the question of
tenures of this Colony as a public matier, and as such we ought
1o take 1t up and consider it.

[The hon Member here offered a Resolution, which, together

with the amendment, which was submitted by the Hon. Mr.
Palmer and cariied, has been already published in our columns.]

We hear a great deal about the previous agiation, but he had
never known it so rife as it is at the present timé ; he thought 1f

his resolution was adopted, Escheat might not be necessary, and

agitation would be at an end. He also thought the resolution ol

the hon. the Speaker, if carried, had a tendency to cause a rup-

ture between the Crown and the Proprietors  Hon. members

seemed inchned to ridicule his proposition of a sixpenny rental,
in certain cases ; but he would ask whether the proprietors re-
.ceived so much as that, under the present system.

The Hon. the Speaker could not go into the matter in ques-

fion till he was informed what those who were opposed 1o his

resolution intended. The House could not forger the numerous
measures brought forward by the hon. member for King’s Coun-

1y, without effecting any, even the least, good for the Colony, ex-
.cepting one great victory.
:so achieved, as the hon.

But what had become of this £267.000
member had then represented. It had
gone with the other accompaniments; it was a vision; and as
the hon. member for Betfast (Mr. Douse) now znd then express-
ed himself, it bad ierminated in smoke. The resolation of the
hon. member appears to be one of those ridiculous things we
have been sc much accustomed to hear from the same quarter,
namely, distress of the Colony—cruelty of Agents—and numerous
other exaggerated statements, w hich are so continually diuned
into our ears, that it reminded him of the fable of ¢ the wolf!
the wolf!”” Distress he would not say did not exist; but it was
magnified five hundred fold.  An hon. member has said, it was
mot proper in us to adiress the propnetors; he (Mr. Spealer)
did not caie about that, so that it had the desired effect. Very
injurious reports have gone into the country ; ithe deluded tenan-
‘try suppo~e we have the power to give them fiee lands. He
would at once undeceive them ; we have no such power; we
_eannot even interfere with their leases ; the only benefit we can
render them is, to use our best endeavors t» obtain the consent of
the proprietors to receive their rents in produce, and this he would
consider as something gained

Mr. Rac, in reply to the hon. the Speaker, did still think it
was derogatory in us,as a legislative body, to apply to the pro-

ekl O R
this—He reonr«;e(i it Oy‘an oy U\m"lfS; SO 0 e
At i cer?ainl 5 l.y as a means to keep up agitation ;

S y some matter in the composition of the amend-
ment worthy of observation.which was the difference the hon. mem-
ber (‘Mr. Cooper) had made between the sterling now received and
the Currency proposed to-be paid. He will have i1, the tenantry
may pay 1s Currency, whereas they only pay at present about
1s 1}1. making a difference of one.ninth. Then, again. while he
approved ol receiving produce for rents in these dull times,he (Mr.
Douse) disapproved of a fixed price. He did not see any tangible
reason why we should not petition the proprietors ; they are men
hke ourselves, and he thought it wonld be atiended with
greater good thau the forcing pamp which has been so olten,
though inetfectually, tried upon them. He would say, let Land-
lord and Tenant pull together, bat let us not waste our time in so
useless an occupation as debating on a measure that, if if passed
this House, would be thrown out in the other. The hon mem-
ber for King’s County. of all others, from hix delegation to Lon-
don knows that agitation is insignificant and useless.  Eight
years ago.he preached from the same text ; and instead of benefit,
his audience had misery entailed npon them. He would ask
the hon. member whether, even in the present bad times, he
conld shew that one distress had been recently carried into
effect, or how long sir.ce a single farmer had been immured
within the walls of a prison forrent? While he felt most anxious
that proptietors shonld listen to real grievances, he would never
go with any measure to keep up agitation.

Mr. Macintoss had been atientively listening to this debate,
but he could hear nothing but agitate! agitate!! agitate!!! yet
no remedy proposed to do away withit: it will never cease till
some eflectual measure is brought e to settle the land question ;
then, and not till then, will the people be sati~fied or the Colony
tranquil.  Greater commotion exists in the country than he
(Mr. Macintosh) had ever known; and a spark would set it ina
flame. were it not for the snow [a langh]; the legal authonties are
now opposed : not long since a sh-riff' started for Queen’s County
to levy an execution; but he had to tarn back without effecting
his object. The hon. member said he may differ in opinion with
some hon. members, but not one of them counld entertain a more
sincere desire to see the Colony prosperous than he (Mr. Macin-
t sh) did

Mr Yeo said no good could possibly come ont of the resolu-
tion of the hon. member for King’s County; but this was not the
intention of that party; it was only tokeep up the trade of agitation,
and_to see their long speeches in the newspapers, through the
means of—(here the hon. member cast a look at the Reporter.)
This 1s the whole sum and substance of the matter. Much had
been said about the Lieut. Governor's statements to the Home
Government ; but it shonld be borne in mind. that he had no!
then been long in the countryv. The hon. the Solicitor General
100 had come in for his share of scandal; nothing ever conld have
been so eruel as was that hon. gentleman’s conduct to the poor
man and his family of ten children, 1n the opinion of some hon.
members ; but why would they not inquire into the canse before
such statements were propagated? He (Mr. Yeo) had in-
quired into the circumstance.and most unhesitatingly declared
the man’s bad conduct bronght it on himself; orher charges had
unsparingly been heaped upon this individnal, quite as unmerit-
ed. The whole of the expenses on a certain Estate did noi
amount to more than £25!111 We caunot prevent parties from
ceading statements home about the Colony Lady Westmor.
tand had, he (Mr Yco) expected. sent home some very curious
ones. as she was 10 the habit of puatting very curious questions.
He would support the combined resolution of the Hons. the
Speaker and Mr. Palmer.

Mr. D. MacLean said a great deal had been said to persuade
the House that il has no right to interfere in * the sacred
right of property” between landlord and tenant, as it no one but
the land speculators had that right;.-but he would say that a
legislature thot refused to interfere. when just and necessary,
was worse than useless. He was aware that facts and histori.
cal precedents are peculiarly unpalatable to a few individnals in
this House. and he would therefore remind them how the Church
of Rome was despoiled of its property in England. during the
reien of Henry the Eighth. Had one-tenth of the privileges

prieiors. We are continually taunted by hon members in res-
pect to the opinions entertained by us on the Escheat question ;
but did it originate with us, or rather was it not a maver of de-
Another reason
he objected to addressing the proprieiors was, the influence they
have with the Colonal Secretary, who. from such cause. might
be induced to turn a deaf ear to our applications. [Here the hon.
member formed the House that produce was taken in rent in
‘Scotland. The hon. the Speaker wished the hoa. member to
point out when any law existed to compel such a course.] Mr.
Rae continued, it was done by agreement, and till an alteraiion
in the Teind law at home, the Teind used all to be taken in grain.
There had been for the last 100 years, a law regulating the pro-
cedare in matters both between Tenants, Landlords and clergy-
men. Let us now turn to Ireland, and compare the similarity
.of the proceedings now agirating in that country to our own. The
great and learned O’Conuell’s opinion 15, that the Tenantry there
are entitled to compensation for the whol> of their improvements,
and * to fixity of tenure.! What-is going on in that country he
Mr. Rae) expected we should hear more of hereafter. . Thuas
oes it appear we are not the only agitators. The resolutions
now before us all agree that the Tenants cannol pay in Cash.
He wished his motion to examine evidence had been carried ;
we could then have proved our former representations 1o be true,
which have been contradicted in another quarter. How can we
then call upon the same author ity 1o join us now in an address,
He (Mr. Rae)

Mr. Cooper would not give up the position he had so long
maintained : he sull remained of the same opinion, that if we
applied for Escheat on certain grounds, it wonld yet be granted ;
the settlement of the land could in no other way be oflered than
by the interference of the Crown: a line should be drawn be-
tween the proprietor and the tenant. [The hon. member here
read a report of Lord Durham, in which it 1s said, a large tract
of land had been given away in one day ;] the greatest struggle
the people experience is with those representatives who have
never done any thing to settle the Colony. Yes, he would repeat
it, the greatest struggle they experienced was with the House of
Assembly. [The hon. member again referred to the despa‘ches
of Lord John Russell; after reading which he asked] Wast
right or honorable to petition those whe would not come into a
_conventional settlement with the tenantry ? To him (Mr. Coo-
sper) it appeared the height of fully to expect relief to the people
by any other means than a settlement of the land ; we are now
expense to the home government, and so shall we con-

tinue till this is accomplished. The hon. member concluded an

animaled address, of which this is merely a condensed outline.

~Mr. Douse could but express his sarprise at the proceedings of

.certain hon. members, who will not improve by past experience:
here is the old thing over and over again, till it is become quite
:nauseous ; their remedies are not good for any complaint, save
.and except the ever (o be «'opdemned agitation of the Colony ;
ithey talk about snort leases being an evil; did they not cause

\this same system? Was it not themselves who had caused us to
adept itin our own defence 2 What have been the results as
considered by some proprietors who have given long leases ; but
the placing of power in hands to assist agitators to endeavour 1o
.deprive them of their own property; these facts have been too well
known in many instances where the rights of property have in
.consequence been disregarded. This caused the adoption, vyhere
he himself was concerned, of disposing of property, by giving
21 years for payment at one pound per acre—it was considered,
.as affording the occupant, an opportunity of becoming a freehol~
der and consequently compelling him to respect its rights.
Agitators have been the greatest enemies to the tenantry,
without deriving any good whatever for them. Had they not
jmpressed even the minds of their children, that it was neeessary
to agita'e; he, as an agent, had spent many hundred pounds,
which has benefitted the tenantry, and for which he had never,re-
ceived either cash or produce in return, yet he would state,
that in course of time he hoped to do so ; 1f the resolution of the
hon. member for King’s County was correct, it would be a pre-

which France now enjoys been conceded one hundred vears ago,
in all probability. the revolution. with all its horrors would
never have occurred. Prussia most likely saved herself from
revolution by abrogating the feudal svstem. i confirming the
tenant in two-thirds of his farm in fee simple, the remaining third
being placed at the uncontested disposal of the landlord To
Carolina. the British Government resumed the grantx after a
lapse of sixty years.although the title of the proprietors was not
disputed, but because their grants occasioned rumults and riots
in thar country. In Maryland. the legislature of that Colony
abolished the rent of one dollar per hundred acres, as an iniquit-
ous imposition. before their mependence was recognized, with-
ont paving one farihing of compensation to the proprietor. 1In
Pennsylvania, since the revolntion, the descendants of William
Penn were deprived of their ¢sacred rights™ by legislative enact-
ments, at the rate of six pence per acre compensation. Tn Canada
he would read a resolution of the united parliament in 1811, in-
terfering between landlord and tenant, in order to convert the
leasehold into freehald tennre—with compensation it is true ; but
he contended the right equallv exists, whether there is compen-
sation given or not. [Here he read the resolution referred to.]
He might, he said. adduce more precedents, but he con~idered
that he had said quite enough to satisfy the House that we really
possess the right of interference ; and he cosidered that they
would betrav the interest of ‘heir constituents, did theyin anv
measure divest themselves of that 1ight. He wonld be very will-
ing 10 go with a Petition to the Queen on the subject ; but he ne-
ver wonld give a vote to a petition so degrading to the House as
would be one supplicating the Proprietors.

The Hon. Speaker in reply 1o the hon. member who had just
resumed his seat, said, he could not perceive any similarity in
the occurrences quoted by the hon. member ; they did not in any
way apply to this Colonv. Could any precedents be prodnced as

having taken place in Britain. wherein rent was not to be paid?
He challenged hon members, and they could not auswer. The
hon. member (Mr. Rae) had talked about Scotland, but it was
very wide of the question now mn debate. What weight can we
anach to these precedents, as hon. members are pleased 10 desig-
nate them 2 Let them produc? a single instance, {rom any place
that is similarly situated to thistColony; then our aitention would
be demanded.  No answer had been given by the hon. member
for King's County to my question, as 1o what had become of the
produce of his greaf victory, the £267,000. Did the hon member
get it himself?2  Let us see, said the hon. Speaker, what have
been the sayings and doings of the hon. members. (Here he read
from the Colonia) Herald a long letter, as published by the hon.
member when this victory was said to have been achieved.) The
reading of this letter set the risible faculiies of the House in
motion. The hon. Speaker then enumerated several of the hon.
member’s former measures, and compared them to his present
proceedings. The fishery reserves are now a dead letter; that
question is now pending before the law officers of the Crown.—
The hon. Speaker next alluded to the occurrences in Sir Charles
Fitz Roy’s time, and declared it as his decided opinion what the
most likely way to benefit the Colony is to address the Govern-
ment to use their influence with the Proprietors in behalf of the
tenantry. Before he sat down he must say a few words on the
nature of the petitions presented to this onse, and the system
adopted in getting them up. He believed some of the hon.
members near him could, if they pleased, give effective evidence
on the latter head, for he knew application had been made to'a
certain person in Prince County 1o get up a petiion, but
who refused. The Rustico petition had broken down, but
another had been got up by a disappunmed candidate, who had
the audacity to recommend that this Colony should be annex-
ed to that of Nova Scotia. He also very much doubted
the genuineness of some of the signatures thereunto artached ;
and not one of them complained of any real grievance, but sim-
ply that they could not pay their renis. He would not deny
that at one time he was an advocate for escheat ; and had it not
been for the hon. member for King’s County, (Mr. Cooper)

fourteen lownships could then have been escheated. Al that

I period 2 consultaiion took place between the hon. member and
(my~elf; but finding him so dissatisfied, and so unreasonable in
bis opinions, from that time to this we have been at variance in
| our political arguments. In many places. where precedents are
{introduced to our notice, as having occurred, if they possessed
the blessing of having such good leases as we have, he thought
{they would not want a change.  Was it to be wondered at, that
many tenants in this Colony could not pay their rents? They
were not satisfied with less than one hundred Acres, for the
whale of which they had to pay rent—a few acres of which only
had they cleared. Thus it was their own imprudence that had
brought themn into this dilemma. He woald conclude by expres-
sing a hope that the proprietors will agree to our solicitations
and thus do away with the long, but useless, agitation of the
Colony.

Mr. D. Mactean said he had not intended to say any thing fur-
ther on the subject ; but being called on Ly the hon. the Speaker,
he deemed a reply necessary, though he did not intend to follow
him through his lax, tantological harangue, that resembled the
two ends of an epic poem, a beginning and end. but no middle.
He (Mr Maclean) seemed 0 be a sort of « raw-head and-bloody-
bones stumiling-block” in the path of the hounourable Speaker,
and the hon. member of Charlottetown, and when the latter gen-
ileman next alludes to him, (M. Maclean) he would thank
him to state facts. and not diaw upon his lively 1magination.
The hon. the Speaker has been criticising the New London Pe-
tition ; and he has discovered a mare’s nes'. He has out of 300
or 400 names dixcovered 4 or 5 that he considered as objection-
able ; one of whom he informs us is an ungrateful pauper;
another was not more than 16 years of age; and so far was Do-
nald Sutherland’s name fron being affixed without his consent,
that he had authorised a friend to sizn his name, as he could no
be presentat the meeting. We have been told that the law wonld
be enforced, and had heard a few unmeaning words about ¢ re-
bellion. blood and cannons.” He would warn them totake care
how they brought the military into eoliision with the people, 1n
an effori to maintain unequitable laws. The authorities of this
Culony can order blood to be drawn ; but in the present state of
North Ameriea, the staunching of that blood may be beyond
their control ; for the echoes of the first volley would hardly die
away in P. E Island till they would roll along the parallel of
forty-five degrees to the valley of the Mississippi, and bear with
them the exagzerated tidings that the revolution had commenced
which would exterminate British rule in America ; and proba-
bly be followed by the outbreak on the Canadian frontier, from
the hunters’ lodges. Gentlemen might laugh; bat for his part
he could not perceive any canse for mirth 1n the fact that an
unprincipled horde of 50,000 armed men is sworn by deep and
deadly oaths to carry fire and sword into a sister province.  Is it
a langhable matter that the Seaate of the United States has pass-
ed a bill in Congress to take possession of the British territory
of Oregon, and that if it passes the other branch of the Legis!a-
1ure, there must be war? He world not hazard an opinion res-
pecting the resolu‘ions before :he House, having only once heard
them read over, but he thought that, witha few amendments
important to the tenant, but unimportant 1o the land claimant, the
House might pass them unanimously.

Mr. Rae conld not but marvel at the hon. the Speaker’s as-
sertion. that 22 Townships might have been escheated, had it
not been for the opposition of the hon. member for King’s Coun-
ty (Mr Cooper). Wiy not have thrown him overboard 2 From
this it appeared that at zkat nme this Escheat question, now so

| obnoxions. had been a popular measure.

The hon member,
Mr. Cooper. might have been rash, but he wanted it to go to the
right parties. But he (Mr. Rae) supposed it wasto be left 10 the
Fxecutive 1o slice 1t out as they pieased ; he counld but feei gra-
tified, and from so undoubted an authority, that ¢ the extreme”
—t the mild”—¢ the smoky measure”—had not always been thonght
soridiculons as many hon. members were now pleased to desig-
nate Escheat. Mr. Huame asked if anv thing less than Escheat
would satisfy the people; and now, with a great increase of dis-
iress, nothing preferable tosimply asking the proprietors to 'ake
their rent in produce can be thonght of ! Verily. verily, we shall
be degraded in the eyes of others  And few of our hon. selves
are pointed at because weadvocare the cause of the people ; but
<hould it happen that none such are left, then will the peo-
ple speak in a different way ; a lordly power over 100 000 acres
does not give a possessor a right to ru'e over us altogether ; it
will not do 10 make lords of some and slaves of others. He (Mr.
Rae) knew full many changes detrimental to the 1nterests of
this Colony had taken place at home ; and it mav not be wise to
push extreme measures  We must be satisfied with accepting a
compromise if we can obrain it, for the people are inclined to do
anv thing to obtain redress of their undisputed grievances. For
his (Mr. Rae’s) part, he did net expect to derive much benefit
from the application. if adcpted ; the proprietors may consent to
take produce for two or three years, and that would be 1he extent
of the benefit of our present legislation.

Mr. Dousk said, we are continually listening to many impn-
rations made by some hon members in this House ahout the ill-
treatment of Proprietors io their tenantry. but he believed them
1o be as uninst as thev were unfounded. Proprietors of proper-
tv in this Island mav be desirous of serving their tenan'ry, bnt
in conseguence of the tenant’s listening fo the ill advice of othe's,
they are actually prevented from showing theit sincerity towards
them. He wonld avail himself of the present onpoitunity of
putting such imputations ta the test, and called upon the hon
members, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Rae, in their places, and_who had
heen the principals in calling the attention of the Honse to the
State of the Colony, and he would say the most active in pro-
nonneing their indignation, to cone forward manfully on the
floor of that House, and point out who the proprietors of land in
this Island were that had been gnilty of the enormities stated by
them. He would wish to hear something like a diserimination,
if such there be. (Here Mr. Douse called over a lixt of names —
AMessrs. Canard. Stewart. Worrell, Earls of Selkirk. Melville,
Westmorland, Sir George Seymonr and Sir Gahriel Wood, Fan-
ning. Sulivan. Todd. Conroy. Mann. Cundall, Montgomery.
Rennie, Winsioe. Lord James Townshend, and others, and then
nlaced the lis: on the table.) He (Mr. Donse) would challenge,
he wonld defy hon. members to fix a stigma of tvranny against
any one of these in the recovery of their rents ; and if he received
no reply, he would say, away then with snch calamny and
calumniators. The hon member, Mr Cooper. had stated that he
would even have a fixed price for produce. How was this to be
done utherwise than by allowing a fair market price at the time
of payment? Every thing appears to be so ambignously ex-
pressed, that it cannot be understood ; in faci, it was tiresome to
any one who valued his time, and who had the good of the
Colony at heart, io be oblized to sit and listen to snch state-
ments. He would, in short, be sorry, even were it possible, to
be a tenant under either of the agitators, and he more than
doubted whether they would grant terms more favourable, and
accept of payments less liberal. than the present land owners.—
However, he wouldflike to hear a reply from the hon. members
he had called upon, as they might throw out some new light upon
the subject. which may have a more favourable tendency ; but it
appeared to him that their whole aim, as the hon. member Mr.
Yeo, expressed it  mas to kick up a romw in the country, and to see
their long. but injurwous speeches in the newspapers”’ He would
sapport the resolation to address the proprietors, as being most
likely 10 conduce to the benefit of the Colony.

Mr. Coorer observed, so many questions had been put, and so
many allusions made about him, that he did not know which to
take up first, but thought he must give the preference to escheat.
He never:heless demed the assertion of the hon. Speaker, that
there were not more than fourteen townships that could have
been escheated ; and he (Mr. Cooper) at that period, took his
stand upon the principle that the whole [sland was equally
liable to be escheated. (Here the hon. member went into an
explanation of his conduct at the time alluded to by the hon.
Speaker.) Hon. members should act consistently, and not af-
tempt to cry down a measure without right or reason on their
side. The original grants seemed to be lost sight of altogether ;
he need not say what they were; it was well known to the House
and to the country that the proprietors had not fulfilled the con-
ditions of their grants, and thus was the land as justly entitled to
be escheated now as ever it was. The fact of the tenantry’s be-

ing in arrears of rent is laid 1o my charge. He too must pnt a
question : were the tenants not so circumstanced before he (Mr.
Cooper) took an active part in the pohtics of the country. The
laughter creating leiter must not be forgotten ; the circumstance
that caused him to pen that letter was the information brought 1o
him by several persons, that the then Governor had used expres-
sions contained init. But why rake up old matters? Is it con-
<istent with that which hon. members so continnally condemn ?
The dispatches we have received are of so contradiciory a
natare. that he would most emphatically again declare that we
are as equally entitled to escheat as ever we were.
The hon. the SPEAKER said the hon. member for Prince County
(Mr. Rac) hiad asked why the escheat of the 1wen!y-two lownships
had not taken place at the time he (the Speaker) had alluded to
previously ; it was simply this—a bill was passed. in which an
nformality existed ; the then Governor wrote home for instruc-
tions; in the meantine agitation was going on, and in conse-
quence, the home government thought it would not be safe to
trost the people. The then House of Assembly made out a very
strong case, but the hon member for King’s County (Mr. Cooper)
would not be satisfied with an iota less than the abiogation of
the whole of the leases, &e. The hon. member would in addi-
tion have us believe it would have been a greater boon had the
proprietors brought ou: setilers at that time. Why, land conld
be got for a song then ' Some had fallen into the hands of the pro-
prietors at three farthings per acre ; aud thus there could not have
been much difficalty in obtaining free land, by those who wished
to possess it. The only reason he, ihe Spealker. had-for alluding
1o escheat, was to prove that the then House of Assembly per-
formed their duty.
Mr. Rae said, he considered himself to be one of those ealled
upon by the hon member for Beifast, (Mr Douse,) and he wounld
ask, was selling land with a bad title, or letting it at ls 6d., and
2s. per acre, a proof of the well disposed feelings ol the propri-
etors? The hon. member. and other hon. memuoers, could say,
< prove the cruelty;’ yet if the proprietors were so kind and so
well disposed. why had the hon. member so zealously opposed his
(Mr. Rae’s) motion 1o examine evidence ?  This looked as if the
Honse were afraid that a something may come out that would
not bear the light : but, was it not that it would be commitiing
a breach of confidence. he would take up the gauntlet thrown by
‘he hon. member for Belfast. He (Mr. Rae) could some tales
unfold—f he was at liberty so to do—that would exhibit striking
facts of the treatment of this worthy set ot individuals. A land
agent’s book was a document he, of all things, would like to
peep into ; he thought the perusal might throw a light upon cer-
tain suspicions entertained by hon members. He wondered if
they adopted the system of book-keeping by single or double
entry 2 Lord Selkirk was not so bad as some that might be
mentioned ; he had attempted something Jor the benefit of his
tenantry. Mr Rae thought the hon. member’s, Mr. Cooper’s,
resolutions should be amended, by confining it only to the rights
aiven us in the various despaiches received from the home
government.
Mr. CoLes reminded hon. members they were travelling a long
way from the question ; he thought a kind of promise had been
held out that the old, and now become unpopular grievances
were to be suspended in this matier ; but it appeared to be as rife
as ever; why said the hon. member, is this stale and useless
qnestion of escheat to be so continually raked up, when the injury
it has done to the Colony is so weli known ? { we obtained the
consent of the proprietors to 1ake produce in liea of cash for their
rents, it would be of grealer benefit than any measure of Escheat.
What did hon. members, the advocates of a reinvestment of ihe
land in the Crown, expec:, if they accomplished so great a deside-
ratum?  In their opinion, would not the Crown dispose of it as
they did of the other property, at as much as could be obiained
forit He (Mr. Coles) did not approve of fixing the price to be
paid ; when prices rated high—as he hoped to see them, the
tenaniry would be dissatisfied ; nor could he approve of any at-
tempt to lower the rent, 1 as much as he thought it would stran-
ale the good effect altogether ; a fair measure in his (Mr. Coles)
view would be the market price of Charlotietown.
Hox Mr. PaLm:®. The hon. member for Prince County [Mr.
Rae] had said, he did not wish to go into those old unfortunate mat-
ters 3 he Mr. P. was sor'y to see the hon. member depart from the
question, which caused others to follow in his steps. There was
nothing new in his argwmen’s ;3 the hon. member had alluded to his
Excellency, as being placed in a difficult position ; there was nothing
in that quorter 3 we need not fear any comment would be made on
our proceedings by his Excellency. He, Mr. Pahner, was pleased
to see symptoms of shame—as he thought—in some hon. members,
in having so unsparingly and unjustly censured that exalted represen-
tative of Majesty. [The hon. member then went into the old thread-
bare question of Escheat, and read some printed extracts to the
House.] If through the good offices of his Excellency we obtain the
weight also of the Home Government, to support our address to the
proprietors, we shall be in a by-far more likely situation of effecting a
permanent good for the Colony, than any of those visionary scheies
would ever have p-ocured. The hon. member for Queen’s County,
[Mr. D. Maclean] he, Mr. Palmer, would not attempt to follow, in
his history of revolutions ; he would satisfy himself by simply stating
to the House that he [the hon. member] wished to see the same effect
by the same cause take place in this colony 3 his speeches conveyed
that meaning, aud fully justified him, Mr. Palmer, in making the as-|
sertion 3 buthe thought it would be far better to go on in a coustitu-
tional way ; he would do the people jnstice, by declaring them to be
blameless ; it is wholly the fault of the agitators; the complaints and
dissatisfaction evinced in the Colony lie at the door of those who con-
tinue the ferment of the country. It was not long since that the hon.
member for Queen’s County [Mr. D. Maclean] would not te satis-
fied with any thing less than the application of the axe to the root o
all grievances ; but, since then, the hon. member scemed inclined to
confine his views within a more narrow compass.  He [Mr. Palmer]
without going further, would now submit his Resolutiors, which werg
the combined ideas of the hon. the Speaker, of himself and scvera
other hon. members, and were compiled with caution, so as to pro-
cure—if possible—unanimity in this House, and throughout the Colo|
ny. Itmust be an admitted fact, that former attempts have no
been attended with any good result to the benefit of the people; thy
adoption of the resolution will have a very desirable effect, that ol
enlisting the home Government in our favour, through his Excellency.
who will most willingly second our wishes 3 it will not materially in
terfere with the rental of the proprietors; if they will not conform
the government has power to tun round upoun them in another way
former proceedings have done much harm in many respects; th
home Government have felt annoyed, the Proprietors too, und i
consequence extra burdens have been imposed upon the people. I
is now high time that we should endeavour to retrieve our character.
and the way to accomplish so desirable an object is to keep withi
the bounds of moderation. He (Mr. Palmer) would wish to undeceiv
the Tenantry ; he would wish them to understand that we posses
not the slightest power to abolish the agreements they themselve
have voluntarily entered into. He would advise them to give u
these false hopes others had caused them to entertain, and devot
their attention to their Farms. He [Mr. Palmer] concluded, h
would just say a word on the Petitions received by the House. N
new grievance—no new matter, is therein set forth ; in short, nothin,
is prayed for of any consequence that we have not been attempting
by our legislation, to ameliorate or remove, O far as we have powe
orcan lawfully interfere, and it is worse than unless to talk abo
what we cannot.
For Resolution, see the Colonial Herald of the 25th ult.]
The hon. SPEAKER most willingly would second the resolutio
from which he expected much benefit would accrue. If it should ha;
pen that he, the spexker, was wrong in his anticipations, and }
Proprietors would not acquiesce, then he would most willingly agr
to tax their landed property ; but from what is passing, there is ve
little doubt of a non compliance ; already are the Agents meeting t
Tenantry ; they are advertising to accept produce in payment of ren
the tenants on the property which he (the Speaker) represented we
allowed to pay half in produce, but he was proud to say it was seldo
that they wished to embiace the privilege, but paid the whol : rent.
cash? Inall countries there are rich and poor ; if an equality we
this day to take place, to-morrow would not find it the same ; the sa
laws are made for the whole, and we cannot, nor ought we to alt
them to the benefit of oue more than another. ~Notwithstanding thath
members are so fond of attempting to disparage this Colony, his ¢
viction was, that another'could notbe found in Aumerica, taking ita llip
with equal advantages, for settlement as this holds out; such was |
candid opinion, and as such, was ke very eanguine of geeing it turn o




