CGOLONIAL PARLIAMENT.
wiARY OF PROCEEDINGS IN THE
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuvrspay, May 2.
\ir fowlan presented a petition
tine (alaghan and others, Men
| other inhabithants ol Cascumpec,

goving for an amendment in the Swail
bt Act
tion Ms. Howlan, in presenting the above
— 1, cxplained that petitioneis ra)pl
‘e an amepdment to wne law  rolating
, the recovery of Small Debis, by proniding,
ates of :\“mll. that the Kespondent us

the appeliant should be required to

vesecurityslor the costs of the appenl. It
s ileged that cases frequeptly occarred
wherg parties having unfounded clam + went
1y lamy anticipating that, rathe: than meur

custs of defeace the delerdant would

anpramise such claims, If characiers of

ase were compelled to give scourity,

¢ wre would he less litigation in the Couris,

je, thereture, | jped the prayer ol the peti-

o would reccive the carclul considoration
the llonse

Ordered, that said petition bhe referved to
w whole Mouse to-morrow.

(Committee of ©
Mr. Ramsay presented a petition from
wors inh yhitant= of Lot 10 and 11, praying
1= the establishment of a new Post Othee |
the prayer of which #~ould not be entertained
& it bad not Leen forwarded to the Covern
ent, aceording to Statute.
flou. Attorney General presented to the
Jlouse several petitions, all praying flor the
carablishment of Small Debt Courts, as fol-
] WS [ —
Petition of M. Rowe and other inhabi-
tants of Montazue Bridge.
Patrick Doyle, and others, of South-woest
Settlements, Townshipe Nos. 26 and 27,
homas Caine, and other inhabitunts of
Georgetown Road, Baldwin's Road, Spirrow’s |
jiomd, and the Barrens, King's County, |
Ordered, that said petitions be rel rred to |
a Commiitee of the wholé Hoase to-morrow.
Ion. Leader of the Government presented |
ts> the Mouse the Detailed Public Aceounts |
far the pasi year.
Ordered, that the mid Aecounts be re- |
ferred to the Sl-«'m.li Comm ittee apyo wed to |
gamine the same, and report thereon.
On motion of the Hon. Attorney General,
the House went into Committee to take into
snsideration the expediency of amending |
the law reiating to Fdacation. Mr. George |
smelajr in the chair. |
ilon. Leader of the Government presented |
ty the llovse several petitions from School |
Peschers, setting forth numerous gricvanees |
with which they are oppressed under the |
existing Education Law, and prayog the |
attention of the llouse i the defects of the
gaid law, and for a remedy ol such griev-
ances »

o Ordercd, that said petitions be refcrred to |

the Committee of the whole Ilouse on the
vxpediency of amending the Education Law.,

Hon. Attorpey General, in sabmitting the
T tions, wddressed the Commi:tee, re-
viewing the principal clauses n the School
..et whi B had not. given general satixfaction.
Owing tc the Tatencss of the present sessicn,

it was not intended to enter fally into the |

whole question. The repeal of the: clause”
in the Acttouching the payment of a portion
of the exlary of Teachers by the people, was
Joudly called for, as eontemplated by the
Resolution now before the Committec, The
ted sum thus provided was about
24000, whieh would, on the payment of the
whole of the Teacher’s salaries from the
'{reatrry, be taken from the general revenue.
‘That ehange, howerer, could not very materi-
ally effect the resourcés of the Colony for at
Jeast the frst year. It was considered just
=nd proper tha® young mén, who liad just
received license to teach, shoull be cngaged
in the business for some time before being
placed on a level with old Teachers. A re-
duction of £5 a year for the first three years
in the ralary of young Teachers, which with
the fuct that 5 months ot the presant ‘nareial
year would expire before the Bill would be
3n operation, would leave the total additional
sum that would he piard from the révenue at
the end of this finmneial year £2,809, as the
resalt of the change about to be introduced.
There would, in all probability, be less
money expended for military purposes this
vear -than last. A revision oi School Dis-
tricts, in somé cases, would lessen the number
«f Sehools, without endangering the ¢/liciency
of the Act. Ile believed that the country
wozld sustain the change without injury to
the Revenue ; but if not, they would, in hia
opinion, prefer an additional tax, rather
than continue subject to the present mode of
taxing themselves for the payment of Teach-
ers.  As a meuther of the Board 1.r maty
Jears, and in the courze of Ins profe sion, he
rw many dif es aris ng Irom the system
ot eollecting & portion of the salary of Teach
ers by subseription. The most effic.ent and

= o

Charlottetown, May 13, 1867.

| sary. lHe would favor any measure calenlat-

ed to perfeet the School Act. and to encourage

| parents to edueate their children.
Mr. P, Sinclair said that Schoo! Teachers, |

Road Commissioners, and country officials
generally were pmr'y pv\id, he would not say
that the same remark would apply to officials
in Charlittetown.  He would be glad it the
saluries of Teachers could be raised bat it
appeared that the present stite of the Re-
yenue w-llllvl not warrant ﬂll.v "er’ lm\tﬂ’ill
change, beyond that contemplated by the
Resolutions hefore the Committee.  The
clause compelling Teachers to attest on oath
to their quarterly returns, was too stringent
and should be repealed.

Hon. Leader of the Opposition wel remem-
hered when in the year 1852, as & member of
the House of ,\»znumlv}_v. he was n]»plvinwd
one of thespecial Committee who agreed to
the Reporton which the Free Education Aet
was first founded, and trom that day til) the

present be never regretted the sopport he |

then gave on that guestion to the Hion. Mr.
Coles as Leader of the Government of that
doy.  Whatever differencos of opinion might
cxist on other questions on the floor qf that
House, all #hould meet as patriota on the all
mmportant questios of Education. lle spoke
of the advantages of education to all classes,
and alluded to several eminent persons in
the pesent day,who had acqnired distinguoisk-
ed puultiuns because of their learning, more
than {rom any birth right inneritat.ce. When
the Education Act was altered in 1862, the

! then Government had no imtentioa to eripple

the system, bat on the contrary to make it
more eficetive hy getting the people to con-
tribute towards the yayment of Teachers
snlaries, and thus lead them to attend more
closely to, the educational interests of their

| children. [t appeared however that Teach-
| ers and parents thought differently, and henee

the expedicney of eancelling the amendment.

Hon Nir. Davies said he was picased tosee
that ‘hose who rupported the obmoxious
amendment, now about to be caneelled, had
secn the evil of their ways.  The principle
of paying the Teachers dircet from the Trea-
sury was preferable to the difficalt and im-
practicabie mode of eollecting a portion from
the pecple, and payving the balance out of
the lievenue of the Coluny.  The Free School
system as at first enactea, extended the privi-
leges of free Sehools 10 all classes irrespective

| of rank or condition.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

House i Committee on the expediency of
amending the law relating to Education.
Mr. Bell spoke of the inconvenience to
Teachers, arising from their having to attest
onoath to the average attendanceat Schools.
Much indiflerence was manifested by many
of the people, especially in Back Settlements,
touching the attendance of their children at
Sehoo', hence the necessity of adopting, as
far as practicable, a cvercive system, in order
to secure a more regular attendance at
Sehools.  Ile eommented on the great bene-
fits arising from the Free School system, and
said he was not disposed to find faule with
the late Goverpment for the amendment
relative to the raixing a portion of the salaries
of Teachers by subseription, as the prineiple
of direct taxation was, by some, contended
| to be the most equitable. The wachinery
for the collecting of Swall Debts was very
complicated, and baving to refer to that
rocess for the sceuring of a portion ol
leachers’ pay was indeed very disagreeable
and vexations. ile would favor a different
system for the inspection of Sehools than that
which now obtained. The establishment of
subordinate Boards of Edueation in each of
the three Counties of the Island whose
duties 1t should be to inspect the Schools,
and report on all matters relating to Educa-
tion in their respeerive sections of the coun-
try to a central Board at Charlottetown,
would prove effective. lle also alluded to
the hard<hip of compelling Trustees to at-
tend together before a Magistrate for the
purpese of certifying to Teachers’ papers.
Hon. Mr. Laird—On the principle that
the state s bound to edueate the people,
the attendance at Schools shiould be compul-
sory. If a Government be compelled to pay
for Education, parents should, ow the same
principle be compelled to send their children
to Sehool. That was a guestion gith which,
in his opinion, the Government, sooner or
later, would have to grapple. He then en-
larged on the necessity of educating all
classes, irrespective of rank or condition.
The application of machinery for lessening
manaal labor, in relation to agricultural and
mechanieal parsaits, was becoming universal,
hence the necessity of edueating the laboring
classes, that, by well regulated and cultiva-
ted minds, they might be able properly to
apely and appreciate those inventions and
improvements caleulated to improve their
condition. Prometion by merit alsne was
the true principle, and the road to fame
should be free to all. The gifts of nature
were not confined o the sons ot those inhigh
rank. 'I'he child of the poor man frequently

matisfactory method was that of paring the | rose by his own merits to places of position

whols salary from the Treasury.

“Ilon. | sader of the Covernmént—=t only
but previous Governments bod mnade
in the Pree School Ae:, all of
led to give satisfaction. He helieved

whic
the obiect of the amendment eompelling the
eople to contribute towards the payment of

'eachers’ salaries, was to relieve the revenue;
hat after the people lad enjoyed the ad an-
tages of Free Scho t was a difficu’. matter
to attempt any change in the system. lle

thien reviewed the general workin of the |

Free Schonl system, vhowing the ¢isadvarn-

tages to Teachers, and the difficultier experi-
enced by Trustees, as the result of the
amendment now about to be abolished. He
commended the principle of paying T'eaclhiers
exclusively from the Treasury, as the best,

mget praciical, and eatisfactury thut ¢ould |

be adopted.

Mr. Brecken would not sdmit that the
prineipie upon which the amendment sought
toberepenlod was based, was wrong, «lthough
it had not worked satisfactory. If more
stringent means were adopted for the collec-
tion of the amount necessary to be paid by
the people, and the allowance fiom the
Treasury withheld until ample proof of its
eoilection was given, differcut results might
bhave followed.

Hon. Mr. lHenderson eoncurred with the
remurk made by the hon. leader of the Gov-
ernment, to the effect that it was hard to get
the people t contribute towards the salary
of the Teacher, after having it previously
paid in full from the Treasury. [lis own
ctpericnes, fis & Trostee, afforded bia awple
preof of the correctness of that ramark.

Mr Howatt said he woald sapport the
lesolution under consideration ; the amend-
ment in question bad proved a grea: failare.
He alluded to an address of a late member
1 that [louse to his ¢onstituents, previous
t5 the last geweral eleetion, 1 which it was
tade o eppear shat the amendment, which
I'ad given such goneral dissatisfaction, wonld
not have been adop by the late Govern-
meat had it not been for the supp st given
iy that measure by Lim (Mr. Howatt) and
the lion. Mr. Laird. Such, however, was
not the fact.

Mr, Reilly — Toat portion of Teachers’
saluries supposed to be contrihuted by the
voople, be elieved was seldom paid. The
Cwvarnment allowanee was all the eache-s
generally received. - lle favoured -the prin-
ple of plesing young teachers in a wub rdi-
vate posstion for a lew years; it was butri_ht
tias those who epent a great rtion of their
Jives in the profession should redeive some
estra compensation. Toe gemeral (nestion
jresente | many points deservin: c psidera-
tim. The P gthtﬁ)rm imthi« Colomy
vassapecior to any that obtained in the other
olonie-,and onr youny mén comparc 1 fayor-
«Vy in point of ‘n¢ and att.inments
vith these of the sister Proviaces, «nd even
in the Grent Repablio they occapied positions
of equality. + - = :
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and bonor, to whieh, without edueation, be
could never attain.

Mr. Cameron rezretted that the lateness
of the present Session would not permit of a
more general revision of the School Act.
There were several very objectionnble claunes
in that Act which should be repealed.
Compelling Teachers to certify, on oath.
to the corrcctness of their Journals, and
also subjecting them to leses consequent
upon the mon-attendaiice of seholars, were
matters which dewanded serious consider-
! ation. Female Teachers should be. paid
| in more equal proportion to Male Teaghers

than they bad been. Their attendance at
! the Normal School, and the branches which

they were required to teach were the same.
| The provisions of the law ehould theretore
be more cqually divided ; but as it was not
eontemplated at present to enter fully into
the question, he wonld but express the great
pleasure it gave him to support the Kesolu
tion under consideration. Laving for its ob-
jeet the raising of Teaehers from that de-
grading position in which they had becn
l placed by the unjust and deservedly unpopu-
!
l
|

l
|
|
|
|
|
|

lar emendment ot the Jate Government.
Hon. Mr. Henderson said that the prieciple

acted upon in regard to Feacliers attesting on
| oaih to the correctness of their journals, also
| applied to Road Overscers and other salaried
| officers of the Government. It would be well
| to dispense with that eystew if the morality
| of the community would justify sueh a step.

Bot if correctly mformed, and that too from
| the records ol the Board of Education, repre-
sentations had been made to the Government
that the law was evaded in regard to school
attendance. Hence the adoption of that
principle in the School Act. The principal
ohject, relative to the amendment, for rais-
ing a portion of the Teachers’ Salary by sub-
mg a por here' &
scription, was to secure, if y ossible, the more
direct interest of parents ia the education ot
their children, as well as the yelief of the
Revenue, a large proportion of which had
been spent in education Ile was, however,
prepared to admit that the amendment in
question was unpopular, and he was prepared
t) give his support to the Kesolution Lefuro
the Committee.

lon. Mr Colesagain explained the difference
between the Free School System of thie Is-
land and the System which obtained in the
Province of Nova Scotia. There Teachers
were bat partially pad by Government, and
parents bad to contribute in proportion to
the number of their children attending school.
Under the Free School System of this Calony,
as at first i ! Re-
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ers were but very imadequately paid for their
| services.  Although he was free to admit that
| the principle of raising a portion of the
Salaries of Teachers from the people had not
given general satisfaction, yet he would con-
tend that it was sound. Any boon conferred
upon a community or an individual, without
| personal elforts or cost, was seldom, if ever,
| duly appreciated. The fiact that the bencfits
{of a Free System of Edueation were not

prized by the people, was evinced by the non-
| attendunce ot children at schools. The im-

mediate and no doubt unpleasant connection
| which was necessarily caused between Teach-
ere, and unwilling rate payers, nnder the
| working pf the amendment now sought to be
abolished, was no doubt injurious to the in-
| terests of Education. e then commente i
| upon the advantages ot Edueation to all, in
| every walk of life, who, ar the close of the
| lahors of the day, could enjoy that recreation,
{during leisare hours, which was imparted
to the mind by learning

Dr. Jenkins—To impart to the youth of
| the Colony a sound practical education, and
| thereby prepare them to lay hold of the dif-

ferent pursuits of life, was the bounden duty
|of the Government. That higher object of
{ moral and religious culture, calculated to
make commuuities virtuous and honorable,
| also required carelul consideration, Tt the
| Report which he bheld in his hand, ot the
| Visator of the Eastern Section of the country,
was to form a standard, the state of Edaca-
| tion mugt be at a very low ebb, That docu-
| ment was slovenly exsccuted, and what the
| author termed a Tabular Synopsis of Statis-
l tics, was carelessly prepared ; the spelling
| was bad, and the writing not legible. The
| money epent to procure such Reports as thag
might be appropristed to better purposes.
| Mir. Prowse was glad to fiud that the Gov-
ernment had at last laid hold of the question
{ of Education, which th y should have done
: more fully than appeared from the Resolu-
| tions subwitted. The want of intercst tzken
{in sehools, under the Free Systen, was so
great that it was with dificulty meetings
for the appointment of Trustees, could be
! raised. That apathy and carelessness indaced
| him to believe that the amcendwent, waking
| it compulsory on the part of the people to
| contribute a portion of the Teacher’s salary,
would be productive of goud results. 1t ap-
peared, however, that to some extent, that
experiment had proved a failure.  Attesting
to the correctness of School Journal on the
part of Teachers, was, in his opinion, very
proper, but he considered that rendering i
imperative on Trustees to meet in presence
of each other hefore a Magistrate, was un-
called for. Non-attendance at school+, im
many cases, was owing to want of proper
clothing and other necessaries, and the prin-
ciple of adopting a compulsory system would
require to be approached with great eaution.
r. MeNeill said that the amount required
under the present Act, to be subseribed by
the people, was, in many cases, made up by
few. liad not the law, when the Free Scheo}
System was first introduced, provided for the
payment of the wh le of the teachers’ salary
the case might be different ; but after that,
the people felt it a greater hardship thaun
ever Lo have to eontribute towards the teach-
ers’ pay. Many, especially in winter, ave
not able to eend their children to school. lle
would not therefore support a compuleory
system.

Mr. Arsneaux—Teachers, holding licenses
alike, was deserving of the eame salary.
Young men, just from the Normal School,
having obtained lieense as Teachers from the
Board of Education, were entitled to the
same pay, and us competent to perform their
duties a8 many old Tcachers.

Hon. Mr. Lawd would soffer no wrong
impression to go abroad relative to his re-
marks on the gqoestion of Compulsory Educa-
tion. That matter required to be earefully
approached. The cireamstances of those who.
might be unable tosend their children to
school would, doubtless, be considered.

Hon. Mr. Calibeck read from Statisties of
Canadian Sehools of Canada iin 1850, and
said that, in comparing the salaries of teach-
ers in that country at that time with those
of the teaehers ot this Isknd, he found they
differed but very little. )}t was the duty of
the State to educate the people. A Jarge
portion of the people could only afford toim-
part to their children the ordinary branches
of a sound and practieal English education.
It was, therefore, the more neeessary to give
them every facility for the acquirement of
that inesthoable blessing. The meehanie and
agriculouralist require a practical education,
in order to enable them to take their places
and contend for their rights in the various
walks and pureuits of life. The parent who
cdueates his child esnters on bim that which
is more enduring than gold or silver An
eminent statesman said that work upon mar-
ble would  perish; wpon birass, time would
coff vee;  temples reared would erumble into
dust; but.werk upon imwerisl mind weul |
engrave that wiich would brighten to all
eternity.

Hon. Mr. Ilowlan read extracts from a
report of Sehools in the State of Massachu-
sets, United Statea, showing the method
pursucd in that country  Lle recommended
the gradation system, and eaid that four
ditlerent elasses would be preferable to two
classcs, ‘Lhat would give Teachers of, high
attainments advantages denied them under
ur present. system. It would also open up
a more generad employment for Female teach-
erd.  Me then proceeded to explain the pria-
ciples by which the system called the Model
system ol Edueation in the States was con-
dueted—as set forth in the report befare him
—and to which be directed the attention of
hon. Members. lle contended for the prin-
ciple of reward by merit, showing that sume
Leachers were better qualified for the pro-
fessicn than others, and should be rewarded
proportivnately. Thexe were those wlo
wade teaching a business for lufe, others only
used it as stepping stope to lead them to
other employments.  The question of Eduea-
tion was of the greatest importance, and
demanded the best attention of every lover
of his country.

The  bairwan then reported that the Com-
mittee had come to turee Resolutions. The
same were then read from the ¢ lerk’s Table
and ure to the fullowing effect, viz:

1st. ‘Jhat the salaries of the Teachers be
paid in tull out of the Treasury on the basis
of the Salarics ailowed by 26 Victoria, eap.
5, instead of partly by the Treasury and
partly by the pecple. Teachers of each ¢lass,
until they bave taught for three years, shall
preceive Five pounds a year less Salary than
those who Lave taught for upwards of that
tiwe.

24. That the paymen' in full from the
Trensury shall commence from the end of the
now current guarter of this engagement.

3d. That the average attendance of Schol-
are shall be calenlated at the end of each
balf year, instead of at the end of each quar-
ter, as now required under the said Act.

The said Resclutions were severally agreed
to, and a Comriiitee appointec to prepare
und present s bill in sccordanc: therewith.
Ordered - that the Lon., Attorney General,
Hon. Mr. Calibeck and Hou. Mir. Davies be

teo
Mr. Prowse asked if the Goveppmest in-
tended to make provision for a wharf for the
landing of a Steamer at llurray Harbor.
Hon. of the Guverament that
he feared. owing to the large sum that such
a work would require, the gquestion could
hardly be entertained this Scssion.

Hon. Mr. Kelly, Chairman of the Com-
mittee to whom were referred petitions :;”
iog for the establishment of new Post Offices,
presented to the House the report of ssid
Committeo, which report was | W be
comipitted to & Bq:’:»ho of the whule
House on Saturday "

Frioay, May 3,

House in Cowmittee of Supply reported
several Raulutio:ll :greed to. « Bill fo
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