Strange But True
By F. H. MacArthur

(anada's only poyched mammal
he opossum, belongs to the oldest
biving family of mammals. How
his little fellow managed to sur-
sive down through the ages poses
uitea mystery. They are shy,
olitary creatures With shoe-but-
on eyes black as ebony, have
airless ears and are about the
size ‘0f our house cats.

Perhaps the oddest thing about

possum, besides its exterior
ouch for carrying s young, is
ki< tail. Catch any other

v its tail and hold it at arm’s
hength and it can't bite you. If
Lou do this with an opossum you'll
cet the surprise of your life.
fwhy? Because it ean climb its
wn tail to your hand and chew
up some of your fingers, # it
has a mind to.

They are among the easiest
animals to trap. If one is caught
in a trap one night — and man-
aces-to make his escape, it will
step again in the same trap. If
caught in a steel teap the possum
will wait till its leg becomes numb
and then gnaw it off rand limp
awav to its den to let nature heal
the njury.

When Mr. Possum plays dead (a
favorite trick of his when an
enemy approaches) you can turn
him. kick him about, twirl him
around by the tail; and he will
just fall down in a slumped posi-
tion. with mouth wide open and
a wilv grin on his face.

Lie the harmless little ham-
e the love life of the opossum
must be very brief, for the na.
1 ahist Ernest Thompson, says no
one has ever yet seen two adults
together, even during the bred-
ng season.

And the only way one can tell
e male from the female is when
ihe latter's pouch is so full of
voungsters that it almost drops
on the ground.

Fach foot has five toes and all
toea have claws. The most re-
markable use this amazing animal
mahes of its tail is as a kind of
carrvall for nesting materials.
First, it wilt gather the leawes,
etc, with its paw and then pass
thern along to a loop it makes
in its tail.

The babies are very tiny at
mirth for they weigh but 18 to
16 one hundredths of a gram.

There are many tall tales about
how the babies find their way to
the pouch after birth. Here are
the facts: the front nubbins have
tmy claws; with these claws the
voungsters pufl themselves through
her hair to the pouch.

Inside the pouch are 13 tiny
nipples. and each baby attaches
itself to a nipple and stays put
for 60 days. Think of it! if there
are more than 13 baby possums in
a litter (and there often are) the
rest are doomed to die of star-
vation.

Lady possum has but one litter a
vear in our Canadian climate,

have two.

When the youngsters are about
the size of quarter grown rats,
thev begin to find their qugrters
a hit crowded for comfort, so they
pull themselves up on mama’s
hack to take their first look at
the outside world. When their
legs are sturdy enough to hold
up their bodies they jump to the
ground and follow mama about.
And strange but true, they never
frisk about as other young ani-
mals do. At this stage of their
growth they smell to high heaven!
Nobody would ever think of having
one for a pet.

By the time they reach three
months they are weaned and eat-
ing solid food and by solid food
I mean anything that comes their
way.

Soon after this they leave ma-
ma’'s care to become hermits like
the rest of their kin.

‘Possum and taters is a pop-
ular dish in some parts of the
south — but only in the south,
for the meat is strong and greasy

Baby ’'possums now play quite
a role in research work. In any
other animal, to reach the living
embryo requires anesthesia and
surgery. To place the opossum
emhryo on the laboratory table
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arrived home after spending some
time with her daughter, Mrs.
Murray Hefler, Sackville,

A.B. John Tuck ' has returned
to Shearwater Naval Base, N. S,
after spending two weeks leave
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. War-
ren Buchanan, Eldon.

Miss Hazel MacRae, Eldon, has
left for Middle Sackville, N. 8.,
to spend a few months.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
WILLIAM A. WHITE

A happy home I once enjoyed
How well do I recall

voice,
You died beloved by all.

grave,
All wither and decay

ath,
Shall never fade away.
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Mrs. Warren Buchanan, Eh"lon.

N. S.

| who passed away March 31st, 1943.
but in warm climates she may |

Your dear kind face, your gentle

The flowers wé place upon your

But the love for you, who sleeps

Fondly Remembered by Wife and
Family.

ST. JOHN'S, Nfld. (CP)—Pre-
mier - Smallwood told the New-
foundland legislature in close de-
tail Tuesday night how he brought
about the arrest of Dr. Alfred A.
Valdmanis last year on fraud
charges.

At the time of the arrest of the
former director general of eco-
nomic  development, Premier
Smallwod said it was one of the
most unpleasant tdsks he ever had
to perform.

He described that as
masterly understatement.”

“I have six brothers and seven
sisters,”” said the premier, ‘“and
1 never loved one of them as 1
loved that man.”

GOT FOUR YEARS

Vald was’ t d to
four years in penitentiary after
pleading guilty to a $200,00 fraud
charge. A similar charge involv
ing a German company is still
pending.

He said Valdmanis got the
money by charging 10 per cent on
a contract a German firm had
for Supplying machinery for a gyp-

Premier Smallwood Tells
Valdmanis Arrest Story

sum plant near Corner Brook.
The premier said Valdmanis told
officials of the firm that the
money was for the premier and
the Liberal party.

Mr. Smallwood said that if he
couldn’t find the money or proof
of where it went “I was a goner”

CAREER AT STAKE

“When I had Mr. Valdmanis
arrested I took my political life
in my hands . . I would live and
die . . . and after me my chil-
dren—would live with the name
Smallwood the grafter, Smallwood
the robber . . . ."

However, he said, the RCMP
and FBI found proof before Vald-
manis was arrested that he kept
the money himself. Some of the
money, said the premier, was de-
posi in the United States un-
der the name of his sister-in-law,
and in one case Valdmanis sent
$50,000 ‘to his wife in Montreal.

The premier described the Vald-
manis case during debate on a
flon-confidence vote, moved by
Progressive Conservative W. J.
Browne who asked for a royal

Island Ayrshires
In The Limelight

The March edition of the Cana-
dian Ayrshire Review comprised
mainly a detailed report on the
Annual Meeting of the National
Organization of Ayrshire Breeders
The front cover displayed the
presentation of six “high produc-
tion shields”, one of which was
accepted by Col. F. 1. Andrew,
Charlottetown, National vice-pres-
ident, on behalf of John W. Lewis,
Freetown, who owned the All
Canadian Ayrshire for 1954 in
the Junior two-year old Honour
Roll division with a record of
11,765 lbs. of milk testing 4.86%.

The Record of Performance
classes had a large number of
animals listed. The Senior four-
year old Honour Roll class was
led by “‘Glenholm Snowdrop” with
11,490 lbs. of 4.41% milk. This
cow is owned by R. L. Cairns,
Freetown. A. MacRae & Sons,
Charlottetown, made two fine re-
cords, one of which was 14,491
Ibs. of milk and 672 lbs. of butter-
fat from “Fairvue Maid" in the

commission investigation of the
industralization program. The ar-
rest of Valdmanis was one of the
reasons cited by Mr. Browne as
cause for an inquiry.

Mature 365-day division. The
other record was produced by
“Fairvue = Marians " and

totalled 511 lbs. of fat as a Senior
three-year old which was high
enough to lead her class.

The Charlottetown Experimental
Station had numerous good re-
cords, the ‘best of which was made
by ‘‘Charl Sir Roderick
Dorothy" with 10,126 lbs. of mll“k‘.

sale and a commitiee was ap-
pointed to make necessary ar-
rangements. Mrs. Otto Newson
was appointed along with Mrs.
Arthur Howard to audit the books.
Lunch committee is Mrs.; G
Bain, Mrs. Elmer Frizzell, and
Mrs. Douglas MacDonald. Mrs.
Norman Hyde invited the mem-
bers to her home for the April

meeting at which the group wifl
celebrate its anniversary; rol!‘ call
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to be answered With a h
ing hint;programme, a talk on
home economics by Miss Robin.

The meeting closed with the
Queen.
TAIPEI, Formosa (Reuters)—

Communist Chinese guns in Amoy

fired 25 shells Sunday at near
island, the Na

N
in close to the coast of Fukien prow
ce.

4.58% test, which prod
Ibs. of fat as a Junior four-year
old Honor Roll.

Other good records were made
in the herds of J. H. MacPhail,
George P. Matheson & Son, Al-
mon Wood & Sons, Estate of
George L. Boswall and John A.
MacLeod.

CORNWALL W. L

Cornwall W. I. met in Corn-
wall school for the March meet:
ing, Mrs. James Beer, vice-presi
dent, presiding, opened the meet
ing with the Ode followed by the
Creed in unison.

Mrs. Donnie Gass was appoint
ed president and Mrs. Hector
Scott, secretary for the remainder
of the year. Minutes of the last
monthly meeting and our special
meeting Were not .available.

Roll call was
some incident that happened in
our school days. Sick, school com-
mittee gave their reports.

It was decided to hold a pantry

requires merely reaching into the
female’s magie pocket. ‘“And
Mrs. 'possum, even in a lab, ad-
justs to whatever life brings.”

ANY TIME — it's time for
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Plank style table top 30” by 38" opens to full 48”. Sturdy
construction, V legs with offset support, fine chrome finish.
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