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Marking 131 Years of Progress In The
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By MRS, EDITH ELDERSHAW
‘,‘ In 1924 the first Fisherman's
\.4‘ | Union in Canada was formed by
#%% |a group of Tignish fishermen
3 #5938 | under the direction of a young
- AR ’ }"lau.\er Chester. P.  McCarthy
k;nd since that time its move-
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‘| Fish industry in Tignish area
is story of continued successes

ment has spread to cover the |of the fishermen spent the
Maritime Provinces and has far | blowy days around the shore, |
reaching and lasting effects on | time |
many parts of the world. and "lu ol ‘.". wunt_fs |
The great movement to better | SWapping ideas. Some of the |

conditions of the fishermen be- | stories told by the old fishermen |
gan in 1922, In those days most  tell of fishing in the spring o
|

cing a very busy and full year
of activities launched its first
Centennial year in the com- major porgram for the youth
munity of Tignish will long be early in January, with a Cen-
remembered as a most exciling tennial Ice sports and fancy
and progressive one it was a dress Carnival and crowned
year of celebration, hard work, Miss Joan Keough Queen
and decision Their was a record turnout of
Like other years, it could 800 young people. History un-
fade :way and be forgotten, ex- ' folded during the day as the Fa-
cept for the strong will of the thers of Confederation were
people, who worked to do some- welcomed to the village cos-
thing constructive to preserve its tumes of 1364 were much in evi-
memory. At a Centennial meet- dence at the carnival
ing held early in ‘:’,yc"' Re:d‘ The outdoor rink was kept in
. -hairman a )
rl::ygeozil‘ecr:gen(l almened at- fine shape durmg'tthc wipter ire
tentively as members of the season. 180 young boys ranging
Tignish Sports Recreation As- in age from Mosquito to inter-
sociation with their presid e nt | mediate took part in the hockey
John Gavin ‘“‘Sparked’’ the idea | program.
of a closed in Rink as a Centen- | The 'Red Cross water safety
nial project for the people of the swimming course with an en-
community !rollment of 115 young people
" The idea of an . indoor rink did | completed two. waeks ol swim-
not originate overnight, it was ming instructions with a Cen-
a long range program that was | tennial Aquatic Sports day.
started on October 28, 1960, A 10 mile Centennial Walka-
when a small group of concern- | thon for people over 35 years of
ed citizens got together to try |age was carried out along with
and promole winter recreation | Centennial Lobster Bonanza and
for the youth of the village. With | picnic. Over eight thousand dol-
the ov look one day for nel-'hn was spent by the associat-
closed rink. {lon promoting an all around
On Tignish day held In July sports program, for the youth.
the major event was a sod! Nine acres of land was purcha-
turning Ceremony for the Cen- sed during the summer, the
tennial Community Rink by Hon. (land included a baseball dia-
Henry W.. Wedge Minister of mond that was put in top shape
Welfare and Labour. by the association, with ample
The recreation association fa- room for the new proposed rink,
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pay back bills contracted dm'-i
| ing the winter months. It took |

Recreation played heavy *
role in community life

debt. It was men like William
D. MacLeod, the Union's first

Hubert Gaudet, John M. Han
drahan, who came up with the
proposition that if they worked

parking lots and driveways. Vol- "
together they could accomplish
unteer workers started clear- something thal could not . be

ing up the land, making plans i

for the large Rink structure that w(‘)lr.“:edldoeu.t ;: mﬁ:,dgu'l,‘;é.r re
would be built of woocjl and steel sources was born and meelings
trusses at an approximate cost |of il fishermen of ‘he zrea
c* £35,000 under the winter |yere called. Several meetings
works program in November. proyght nothing constructive
To help get the project under- and the fishermen decided they
way a membership campaign could do nothing by themseives
was carried out in the commun- so they called on Chester Me-
ity from October 5th to 10th, with Carthy and asked his assistance
Aubin J. Gallant chairman. | Mr. McCarthy attended their
The membership was in three meeting and listened with irter-
catagories, membership one est. He was the son of a fisher-
and honorary life membership man and had been a fisherman
to be paid in three years. Let- | himself, having worked for his
ters were also sent out to firms jown college education ou' of
and - organizations and a fair |(ishing. He had*~understanding
response was received. In No- |and sympathy for their plight
vember with the Board of Dir- | He assumed the responsibility
ectors mpruin‘ Kenneth ;.S their leader Ind from that
McRae president. Rev. Clare | day in 1922 until his death in
MacDonald, Gerald Keough, Wil- | 1948 he worked continuously and

bert Keough, Russell Perry, |
David Harper, Mrs. Reg Elder- FIRST MEETING

: : i . . - (-
+800.-Sheay- Alcide-Boudreau. u;ﬂ{;‘{:ﬁnﬂ.m nterest P“D'T%gg{;

|shaw. | The first meeting rccarded‘u.
| Henry Arsenault was named was held on October. 16th, 1922,

Rink building foreman. What | and the group named mselv-

was stressed. promoted, End es the Tignuish Fishermen's |

planned for by the association | Councill Ig existed as such until
was at last nearing reality. | Mr. McC

group

NEW RINK | ated under the laws of the Prov-

The spacious building 220% R. jnce in 1924 as the Fishermen’s
long by 110% ft. wide was erect- Union of Prince Edward Island.
ed. The ice surface is 180 ft by | The Tignish fishermen went
78 ft. with a large promenade all |into the business of processing
| around. The main part of the lobsters and other fish in 1925,
{ building houses two main dnel-‘buylu out plant owned by Dr.
| sing rooms Canteen, ticket and |J.A. Johnston and the company
| Officals offices. At the rear of | was ingorprated on
the building their is two large |12, 1925, as Tignish Fisheries
dressing rooms for visiting pla- | Ltd.
yers and a store room that is| At that time no Co-operation
not completed at the present |Act was in existence in this
time. The upper part of the build- |
ing will have two offices and a | Winter Works program, help
trophy room when completed. | and assistance from firms, indi-
The magnificent structure an  viduals and organizations, Cen-
asset to the community has | tennial Island Grant, Dept. of
opened its doors to a full vh-lmucnl Education who bhelp
ter recreation program  in ska- ' the recreation association to
ting and hockey, that has 13| a full sports

N

Prince of Wales, established as the Central Ac- .
ademy in 1834, and nyamod in 1860, has h}:d a

long and interesting history of service to Prince
Edward Island and countless Islanders.

The wllog;, like all educational institutions

faces a great challenge to maintain the finest
scholastic traditions and yet to proceed into the
futugs, with imagination and vigorous idtcs.

program.
teams in action at the presen t | The people of the Tignish com-
time. munity can be justly proud of
With assisfance under the 'their achievement.

his entire earnings to square up ,i4 Cormier, John M. Handra-
and generally he remained in ‘lhnn. Howard Harper, Arthur P.

vice-president; Cletus Gavia, |

boats
r...x«c} -
tehs of 1
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country but Tignish Fisheries
was essentially a fishérmen's co-
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operative. There were 31 char-|ning and
lered members recorded. Some | .. 440 of wi
17 of those pioneers have since

i

passed away. Hubert Gaudet,
who was the first president, is
still an active fisherman.
Joseph A. Arsenault, Michael
McPhee. Michael Gaudet, Har-
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Chaisson, Leo Shea, Charles | at salt fish
|Gavin, William Shea, Ferdinnd |04 box from
Gaudet, Merill MacKie, “nu&““
|James D. Fitzgerald, who was |and two dozen

at this since

{the first secretary, are the re-
maining chartered members.

SPREAD ELSEWHERE

With the organization of the
Fishermen's Union of Prince
Edward Island came the organ-
ization of Unions in other Mari-
time Provinces. United Mari-
time Fishermen came into exis-
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|of the fishermen in Tignish was
{not completed with the

§

tence to link up organized fish- .4,“ . 1
ermen of the three -provinces ;;?mﬁ::h. plant uﬁ !‘
|with Chester P. lcCl!ll, as m b M -*‘u k

rm;natwmm-'m‘m—hﬁ :

ment of the Maritimes came 25 [out, ‘and old ones repaired. 4
a follow-up of Maritime Fisher-|gigner and builder is Henry 1
'men. The co-operative. progress | senaylt, with the : iy
b

gk

i

.ﬁ
B
5

(tion of Tignish Fisheries Lid., (in a few short weeks. Major
[ but those same fishermen spark- A
|ed the Credit Union Lid., and e gy

C
{showed the Maritime
{the way also in Credit
| The consumer apd
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