
 
The gem cannot be polished withoutfriction,

nor man perfected without trials.

— Confucius
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Education Forum Plans Dragging
OTTAWA(CUP)—Planning

for the federal government’s

national forum on post-secon-

dary education,as reported the

last issue of The Gem,is drag-

ging, says two education lobby

groups.

In its October 1 Speech from
the Throne, the Mulroney

government pledged to hold

the forum early in 1987. How-

ever, Secretary of State David

Crombie, who’s office is organ-
izing the forum, has yet to

announce furtherdetails,

Both the Canadian Associa-

tion of University Teachers

(CAUT) and the Canadian

Federation of Students (CFS)
are concerned aboutperceived
governmentdelays.

“Right now, it’s in a very

vaguestage,” said CFS execu-

tive officer Todd Smith.“They

don’t know whatthe formatis,

(so) there isn’t much to say.”
—

K)\ Let your fingers do the registration

CFS and CAUTrepresenta-
tives have met with Secretary
of State officials, but have yet

to meet with Crombie. CFS,

CAUT and other education
groups have been told, how-

ever, they will be allowed to

participate in setting the

forum’s agenda.

CAUT executive secretary

Ron Levesquesaid even though

planning “is proceeding very,

very slowly’, government

should strike a realistic agenda

as soon as possible.

“We would like them to view

the forum asthe lead-up to a
series of negotiations between

tow levels of government. We

are very concerned that they

negotiate seriously,’’ said

Levesque,referring to meetings

next year aboutfederal transfer

payments to the provinces,

earmarked for health and edu-

cation through established

programsfinancing.

ST. JOHN’S (CUP) — Anew
system at Memorial University

of Newfoundland mayelimi-

nate long registration line-ups

and complicated registration

procedures.

The university plans to im-

plement a telephoneregistra-

tion system using computers
for use by full-time and part-

timestudents.Toregister, stu-

dents would call Memorial’s

computer and enter registra-

tion information using a

touch-tone dial. The system

would allow students to add

courses, as well as drop others,

or be placed on a waitinglist.
Information about courses

could also be requested, with

the computer answering with
a digitally synthesized voice.

“Our adviceis to first avoid

irrelevant arguments about

who’s moneyit is, and'take a

look at the real issues,” said

Levesque.

Both CAUT and CFS. are

calling for more moneyforbase

funding, research, equipment
and student assistance.

Jean Fornier, Under Secretary

of State, said details of the
forum will not be released until

Crombiehas concluded consu!-

tation with interested groups.

“Mr. Crombie ‘has begun

meeting with provincial col-
leagues, and he will want to

meetin the coming weekswith

others to get input before an-
nouncingthe agenda,date and

place (of the forum),” said

Fornier.

Hesaid an expected date of

an announcement depends“on

the speed and nature of the
meetings” with other groups.

Such systemsare already in

use in the United States for

such things as magazine

reader-service information and

credit card validation.

The Memorial telephone
registration system will hope-
fully eliminate line ups and
enable registration to be car-

ried out over a longerperiod of
time. Since the computer can

tabulate results faster than

administration staff, notifica-

tion offilled courses may come

much sooner, allowing more

time for administration to add

newsections.

The telephone registration
system will hopefully be ready

for the fall of 1988.

Waterloo Students May Have To Buy
Personal Computers

WATERLOO (CUP) — First-
year students at the university

ofWaterloo may be required to

purchase their own personal
computers, if a newly-formed

committee on the matter re-

commends it to administrators.

The committee expects an
average student expenditure of
at least $1,000. First-year En-

gineering students at both

Queen’s and McMaster uni-
versities are currently expected
to buy IBM-compatible Zenith
computers, at a cost of $1,500

to $2,500. According to the

Waterloo committee, more then
90 per cent of these students
havedoneso.

The cost of buying a per-
sonal computer would be con-
sidered part of a student’stui-

tion fees, and iffees thus exceed

provincially-set levels, the
administration could not re-
quire students to buy them.

Accordingto Dave Cameron,
a student memberof the com-

mittee, students who do not
buy personal computers would

be at a marked disadvantage
than other students. “You are
not required to buy textbooks
either,” said Cameron.

The committee is expected to
report to the administration in
May.
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