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OFFICIAL INTERVENTION.

We thought of making some lengthy cbser-
vations on the Despatch which follows, written
by Earl Grey on the subject of the complaint
made by the Hon. Mr. Coles, against thc. n-
tervention of official persons at his Election ;
but the shortness of our present available space
—owing to the English and Colonial news—
compels us to be brief.  Till the present time
we saw no necessity for reverting to Mr. Coles
complaint. We did and do, however, consider
it a very just and proper one, for how can any
Government proceed with safety, if 1ts servants
be allowed to oppose and obstruct it in every
conceivable shape. We know it has been con-
tended, that the practice complained of can be
attended by evil results, under no other system
than the Responsible one ; but surely if it
would be found to be injurious under that sys-
tem, would it not be found to be equally in-
ju:'itl)us under any other? Those who use the
argument, that official intervention may be
safely tolerated under the present mode of
Administration, argue indirectly for the intro-
duction of the Responsible system ; for if it is
one of the beauties of our old Colonial policy,
we have no reason to dwell with enthusiasm on
the remembrance of it, or to struggle for its
perpetuation.

We have been furnished with a copy of Mr.
Coles’ letter, and we find that his case is clearly
and broadly stated, and, in quoting from a
Despatch addressed by Lord Glenelg in
1835, to Sir Francis Bond Head, Governor of
Upper Canada, he shows clearly enough that

the practice of which he complains is not ap-

plicable to any kind of Colonial policy——and:
the abolition of which is not dependant on the

establishment of the system promulgated by
Lord John Russell four years after the writing
of Lord Glenelg’s despatch. We give the
passage quoted by Mr. Coles :—

“If the head of any department should place himself

m decided opposition to your policy, whether that oppo-
sition be avowed or latent, it will be his duty to resign
his office into your hands: because the system of go-
vernment cannot proceed with safety on any other
principle than that of the cordial co-operation of its
various members in the same general plans of promoting
the public good. The inferior members of the different
offices should consider neutrality on this great litigated

question of provincial policy, as at once their duty and
their privilege.”

Earl Grey’s despatch does not declare that
official opposition to the Government shall be
allowed to continue. [t says, that its toleration
will depend upon the answer he may be re-
quired to give to the Earl of Elgin’s Report on
““ the broader and more genera) question,” —
meaning, we presume, Responsible Govern-
ment—respecting which the Lieutenant Go-
vernor was directed to communicate with his
Lordship the Governor General, [p abiding
the result, we have little fears for the ultimate
establishment of the only remedy for many of
our political and social evils - And if the
Imperial Government become thoroughly cog-
nizant of our true position, the « considera-

tions” raised by Lord Grey may be easily|

satisfied or set aside. These ** considerations”
are—that we have not made any provision
for the payment of our Civil List—that our
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Downing Street,

(Copy, No. 40.) September 3, 1347.

their own hands, in order to get through the winter.
The Government, with a view to lighten the burden of
the incipient Poor-law, have consented to postpone a
part of their claims in a certain ratio, until the early

rates under the poor-law shall be collected. But, on
Sir, i WL 12 20th the other hand, they have expressed a determination to
[ have received your Despatches ddteg thg | the law unflinchingly—the landiord shall have
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system of Responsible Government into P‘rince Edward
Island, must rest upon grounds and be affected by con-
siderations there, which are not applicable to that ques-
tion inreference to the adjacent Bri;ish Provinces. 'l‘.hus,i
especially, it must be borne in mind, tlxa§ the Leglsla-i
ture of Prince Edward Island have not, hlth(rrtn, made
provision for defraying the annual charge of its Govern-
ment, as is the case in every Province in which that
system has hitherto been introduced. It must also be
remembered that the population of Prince Edward Island
is both less numerous and less in possession of the|
'means of general Edueation than is the population Qti
any one of the British Provinces on the North Ameri-
can Continent. I donot at present undertake to say
what influence these circumstances ought to have upon
the question of the proposed change of system. 1 no-
tice them only as circumstances which it would be im-
possible to overlook before proceeding to establish or
to sanctien such a change.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
| Your most obedient,
. Humble Servant,
| (Signed)
Lt. Governor,
| Sir H. V. Huntley, &ec. &ec. &ec.
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GREY.

ARRIVAL OF THE ENGLISH MAIL.

At a quarter past 12 o’clock on Friday morning last,
the steamer CoxqQueRoR arrived with the English Mail
from Pictou. In order to put our readers in possession
through this week’s paper, of as mnch of the intelligence
as may be found interesting or important, we have ex-
cluded a large portion of matter previously prepared,

The main feature of the English news is the continu- |
ance of the commercial panic, by which the most sty-|
pendous mercantile establishments of the old world
are daily tumbling to the ground. It is frightful to
contemplate the immeasurable extent of suffering which |
this extraordinary paralysis of the commercial bod
must produce-—the brightest exchanged for the gloomiest
prospects—the most animating hopes for the most
deadening despair—
coffers, for dependence and destitution, It is not, how-
ever, those who are forced to retire from the bus
walks of life, with their thousands and millions in arrear,
who shall suffer most by the present calamity—hut it

will be the hundreds and thousands of poor families,
the labourers, mechanics, small tradesme

. _ n, and opera-

tives of every kind; who made their living by labouriny
- ¥ y

to enrich those houses whose treasures have departed

“hk seloacs £ 1 P 2

\“like the baseless fabric of 2 vision,” leaving, however,

many a wrecked heart and des

| . pairing spirit behind,
| Ip the rrfldst of this calamity, it is a source of gratifi-
cation to the philanthropic mind, that the sister King-

dom of Ireland is slowly rising from the slough of des-

the rich argosies and the wel] filled| D

condition of Ireland, bowed down as she has been by
an unparalleled calamity.” The social fabric has to be
reconstructed ; let the Irish people put their shoulders
to the wheel, trust to their own energies, and we shall
not despair of seeing her, indeed in a very brief period,
“ areat, glorious and free.”

By Authority

(Copy.) Downing Streetf September 12, 1847.
No. 41.

Sik—I have to acknowledfe the receipt of your
Despatch of the 12th August, No. 107, transmitting a
Letter addressed to you by MryEdward Palmer, a Copy
of your answer to that Letter, fand also a Copy of the
Minutes of the Executive Cougeil, having reference to
the subject of that corresponddnce.

It is not necessary that I shbuld express my opinion
upon the propriety of the courke adopted by Mr. Palmer
in repairing to England to précure your removal from
the Government, whilst holding an official situation. It
is sufficient that I state, that I cannot recognize the
right of that Gentleman to tender the resignation of his
seat at the Board of Executive Council, accompanied by
the condition which he thought proper to make. I can
therefore regard Mr. Palmer’s resignation in no other
light than as an absolute one, and must accordingly con-
sider him to have retired from the Executive Council of
the Colony.

I have, &c.
’

(Signed) GREY.
Lieut. Governor Sir Henry Huntley, &c. &ec. &e.
(Copy.) Downing Stréet, 28th September, 1847.
No. 46. .

Sir—I have received Jour Despatch, No. 111, of the
d August. You will adquaint the persons who sign-
ed the Petition to Her M jesty which accompanied it,
Praying that you may be gelieved ig the Administration

y| of the Government of th Islaxd, that T have laid that

Petition before the Que

I think it duc to you t§ take tle present occasion for
Stating that the decisigh commuicated to you in my

espatch of the 12th o August, 1847, regarding your
retirement from the Gqvernment of Prince Edward Is-
land, was adopted withdut any reference to, or knowledge
of the charges preferfed against you in this Petition,
and that it is not in a y degree depeadant on, and could
Not in any way be afffcted either by the proof, or by the
refutation of them. A do not, in the slightest degree,
assume or suppose that these charges are well founded,
out regard them entirely immaterial end irrelevant to
any practical quegfion now depending before me.
I have, &ec.
igned) GREY.

Lieutenant fiovernor Sir Henry Huntley, &ec. &c.&c.

F(RE.——A‘ House and Furniture, owned % Angus
Lurrie, at Fullerton’s Marsh, were destroyed by fire on

Pondency, and s every where affording

heart-warming,

Sunday last. There Was no person about the premises
at the time, AR ¢



