Apartment work
seen on increase

r By. CLIFFORD FOWKE

Canadian Builder

Probably the most. significant | since. Last year,

as well as the most consistent
feature of building construction
in Canada today is the manner
in which the volume of apart-
ment building is increasing dur-
ing-a period when most other
sectors of the industry are le-
veling out.

Latest official estimates for
dollar volume of building con-
struction this year place the
figure at $4,488.4 millions — a
fraction of 1 percent under the
1962 level. This allows for about
the same volume of industrial
b\nldjng as last yen\' 2 9 percent
dec: in the volume of com-
H'Ierclll buflding, lnd a mild 3
pcrcent increase In institutional
‘buildin;

Resldenml building is one of
the healthier sectors with a to-

tal expected dollar volume of
$2,115.1 millions, up fractionally
from last year's $2,100 millions.
But included in that total for
residential work is a boosted
figure for apartment building
which, because of its volume,
may represent an important
turning point in building trends
this year for homebuilder and
building contractor.

Each year since 1951, apart-
ment building has been taking
an increasingly larger propor-
uuu of the housing market, lar-

at the expense of single-
famlly detached htouses. Tn 1951
in centres of 5000 population
and over, apartments represent-
ed only about 18 percent of all
housing starts as against a fi.
gure of some 70 percent lor sin-
.u detached houses.
rtion  of a lrtmeul

\lulll had crept up to nearly 26
percent while that of single de-
tached houses had dropped to

respective proportions were ap-
artments nearly 38 percent and
single detached houses just over
49 percent.

\
\

Remnklblo for its  consis-
. the trend has continued
apartm e n t
units represented 41 percent of
all housing units started in cen-
tres of 5000 population and
over, and single detached hous-
es accounted for 45 percent.
But this year, estimate
that the volume of partment
units started in these centres
across Canada has outstripped
the volume of single detached
houses. In the
January and April this year, out
of a fotal of 2237 housing
starts, apartment units repre-
sented 47 percent and single de-
tached houses only 43 percent.
Builders, of course, have been
aware of the increasing bulk of
apartment building in the gen-
eral construction picture for
some time. At first it was re-
garded asa local phenomenon.
In several of our major cities,
the rate of apartment buflding
had previously exceeded that of
the traditional single detached
house and many people in the
industry were inclined to regard
it as a passing phase and tend-
ed to assume that the old bal-
ance hetween the single-family
and the multi-family unit would
re-assert itself in due course.
But the consistent increase in
apartment building over the past
decade and the fact that, pro-
bably for the first time, apart-
ment starts on a national basis
are now those of

tene;

HOUSE B

UILDING ACTIVITY IS BRISK ALL ACROSS PROVINCE

single delached houses, diaprovs
es this. Everything points to the
fact that this is a fundamental
development 1n new sing
which s here to stay. Tt sug-
gests that because of various
soclologleal and other factors,
Canada may eventually lose its
claim to being one of the coun-

tries with the highest proj |
around 63 percent. In 1960, the |of = e

ome - owners in the world.
1t suggests that many builders
will have to revise their present
patterns of operation to adapt
to the new situation.

Safer
of gro

Another major contribution to-
ward better, safer roads and

Engineering studies

are being intensified
as draught continues

Engineering studies for the
eonstruction of a large water
- storage dam in the upper reach-
es of the Oldman River system
in southwestern Alberta are be-
ing intensified as a result of the
continuation of a severe drought
into its fourth successive year
across the southern end of the
foothills province.

The contemplated dam would
provide efictive storage for
not less than 200,000 acre-ft. of
water.

Various preliminary surveys
made for the structure during

the past 50 years have estimat-| of Leth

ed the cost at amounts rang-
ng from $12 millon to $18 mis-
Tion.
Four
investigated — three in the can-
yon formed by the Oldman Riv-
er cutting through the Living-
stone Range of mountains, and
fourth as. an_alternative
ectly south of Pincher Station.
The current investigations are
being conducted under. the- dir-
ection of W. D. Gray, regional

engineer for the Prairle Farm|the Alberta government in 1958,
Rehabllitation Administratio n‘ reqnes

affices in Calgary
‘While the severnv of the drou- |
ght in the Lethbridge region has |
spurred demands for fhe con-
strustion of the dar, Mr. Gray |
B ‘altogether too early to |
make any forecasts as to if and |
will take place or its possible

“Al the moment, there is in-

l.mz in possible storages on
per reaches of the Old-

mun iver system, but this has

occurred several times in the
past 50 years and the investiga-|
tions have been dropped. . .
A LONG JOB

“‘Should construction

damsites now are heing| flow.

start, the job would last at least
two years, more likely three, de-
pending on the program that
would have to be follow

icimios: presuliE R el fon
the dam_arises from the fact
that the 180,000 - acre Lethbrid-
ge Northern Irrigation District,
which draws its water supply
directly from the Oldman Riv-
er, has no river storage facili-
ties whatever for impounding!
the usually heavy spring run-
off.

Also_entering fnfo the needs
now are the water requirements |
acieod,

which_are located on the
M el e e
shortages In times of low stream

The Livingstone Gap canyon
has been promoted for decades
as an ideal site for a dam to
store the waters of the Oldman |¥
River until they are needed.
use of new water supply |
problems developing for the
LNID, the city of Lethbridge
and the town of Fort Macleod,

the federal govern-
| ment's PFRA to report on the
possible benefits of low stream
augmentation and domestic and
| industrial uses that might be de-
rived from water storage in the
Livingstone Gap area.

Early this year, because of the
| drought worsening the situation,
mls Alherta goverment request |

as nged ta cover storage|
posslbllllles in the upper reach-
es of the Oldman River system.

BUILD GREAT DAM
Some $800,000,000 Is expected
to be spent on building a 600-
h\o! -high, 1%-miles-long dam on

ever British Columbia's Peace River.

streets will be realized within
the next two months with the
publication of a new design
manual by the Canadian Good
Roads Association,

This release date was given|
by C. W. Gilchrist, cem\;\

menaging director

highways is goal
up's new manual

lines for adequate, and mtre-’lnnresses accidents increase be-is 8 #. and on many miles of
fore safer, design. |cause drivers take chances in|road that are only 18 to 20 ft.

Here are some of the funda-|trying to overcome its effects. | wide.
mental polnts eoncerned i the| Lanes should be approximate-| Proper alignment and sight
manu distances. Sharp curves constit-

al: y 12 ft. wide, or at least wide|
Adequate lane and sioulder | enough to permit. vehleles to

ute a definite hazard, especial-

| Clay breaks
 giant dam

All water reservoirs leak a |
little, but the W. D. Hurst re-
| servoir in Winnipeg is in a cat-
legnry all its own

Last winter as much as 14 |
million gallons a day — for
months — sifted through cracks. |

{ | This was the latest in a long

111.1- of breaks plaguing the $4.5 |
| million reservoir since the 1960-
61 winter, its first.

The reservoir was designed by
the City of Winnipeg, approved
by the Greater Winnipeg Water |
District, and incorporated in the
design were recommendations |
from a consulting firm which
warned of troublesome soil con- |
| ditions. Private contractors bullt
it

In the past, clay awe]llng nnd
| shrinking _around the |
{00000 g1 cells pushed 6 - .
| concrete slabs out of place,
|nearly 6 - in. in several places
| PRAIRIES LARGEST

The reservoir was the largest
on the Prairies at the time, and
\englnming steps were taken to
| overcome the clay problem —
Ibut the joints opened up de-
spite precautions.

Feb. 5 troubles came
|from a new source. A sudden
warm spell — temperatures rose
40 deg. in 12 hours — after
| three weeks of sub - zero wea- |
| ther expanded the 3 - ft. thick
ice cover and punched open the |
| joints between the top two con- |
‘cr!ie slabs around most of the
| circumerence of the basi:shap-
| ed reservoi
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wherever sound is important

GENERAL SOUND

AND THEATRE EQUIPMENT LIMITED

BUILDING and
PROGRESSING

Yes we are proud to he a part of the I
present building boom on P.EL We I

have endeavoured over tha years to
supply our customers with prompt
courteous service. We stock a complete
line of building materials. Specializing
in Boats and Marine Equipment.

This is the only
business e s tab-
lished in P. E. I.
carrying a com-
plete stock of
galvanized nails |
in all sizes for
beats.

il
Alberton Industries

LTD.

Owned and Managed by
Piiilip Kinch

idths. The number of

Offices Across Canada

lanes | pass with safety at reasonable |

must be sufficient, to provide  speeds. Today, man

tpace for the vehicles and move- | cial vehicles operate in the
of tratfic. As congestion| fic stream whose over - ull“«dm

Mr. Giichrist said the “Man.|
val of Geometric Design Stan-
dards for Roads and Street
presents a tremendous amount
of research by a group of 98 of
the best qualified design engin-|
eers from government and in-|
dustry in Canada.

Helotid i) ainatocal|
follow - up to 1960’s CGRA-pro-
duced manual on uniform traf-
fic control devices, “will in no|
way aftempt to dictate policies |
but will simply lay down gu!de‘

Movement to pave
road gets impetus |

The mounting crusade to pave ing the long northern highway.
| the Alaska Highmay wil recelve | These represeataions a1y
|2 zew Impetas) when &' malor |urge the federal govermment to
conference # held’ i While. |sponsor engiieering. studies W
Yukon, Sept. 13-15 unuer‘determme over - all costs.

\Company proud
of road role

The erection of the Fathers
of Confederation Memorial buil- | bet
ding is a fitting climax to a
great highway and bridge con-
stmcunn program carried 01

ths provice durng the last 25| ¥

Without super highways 'hel
Island's people would not hav
1l rl

the nponmsnlp of the Ala: A survey a few years ago by |
Commerce | Battelle Memonnl Institute, a

Expeemttonl are that the con- | Chicago engineering firm, esti-
ference will draw strong repre- | mated the cost would total $102
sentations from Alaska, Yukon, million. That survey found a
Albem. British Columbia and paveq Alaska Highway would

The BrMs!r Columbla Ch!m- years.
r of Commerce now Is urging | Thl 1,523 - ml
e, Canadian goverament to open | gins at Dawson 5
negotiations immediately with  ends at Faumanl« Aladm 1t is

highway be-

in (the United States to determine  paved for the first 83.6 mi. out

whethe'r a cost sharing arrange- | of Dawson Creek, with a gra.
worked out bet-|vel surface for the remaining
ween the two countries for pav-11,137.3 mi. to the Alaska border.

view
.grcx( Canadian monument.
|_ALL ROADS IN NORTH AM-
ERICA NOW LEAD TO CHAR-
‘We Brs haDvY to have play-
a major role in this great |
development” a spokesman for
A, Plckard Machinery Lud. em-
phasize
R ore than) s quarter o
a century we have supplied Ca-
|erpillar machines for the. road
| building program. Caterpillar ls
|the choice of the men who nave
been successful in the construe-
tion_business.
“Caterpillar_continues to lead
by constantly improving the de-

7o IMPROVE

your PLUMBING
THAT'S RIGHT CALL

sign of their machinery while |
mamlalnlng high standards of
| g The progressive con- |
Ora lnr will thrive with Cater-
pillar,” the statement couclud-
ed.

Us...

in fn overy ueum Let

How to have a
new home" at

the old address .

Lat us show you how you can
make your prmlent homu

L explnm

have & home that will be up-to-the-minute
you the possibilities of rem

and other

General Mlllwork tm
cost

:lllflhlul

26 Beasley Ave.

you probably think. Suggestions, estimates freel

McAskill Woodworking

. Parkdale

From new faucet in-
stallation to complete
bathroom or kitchen re-
modeling, our men will
expertly improve your
plumbing, at moderate
cost. Call on us today.

PLUMBING AND
HEATING
This Company has been
serving the people of

P.E.L for over 30 years.

sary for any of the above lines. .

BEVAN BROS. LTD.

60 Queen St. Dial 4-46!

pay for itself in less than 20

1y Lhass that come up unexpect-
. When vehicles were aver-
agmg 35 mph, design provided

stopping sight distancs of 200

| to 250 ft. Now stopping sight dis-

tances of 600 to 725 ft. are ne-

cessary.

The Rogers Hardware Co. Ltd.

We are pleased to have been chosen to install sound equipment in the
New Fathers of Confederation Memorial Theatre,

|| 107 Years Of Service

The famous Kwikset

housing developments,
entire world.

LATCH SETS .. ..
Building or Remodelli

137 Queen Street

ng;
should maﬁch your buildin;

“400” Line of beautiful locks
grace the doors of private residences and large-scale
throughout Canada .and the

$3.4
\'our !{nh'nlng hardware
8

THE ROGERS HARDWARE

60

A ploneer In the business Hfe of Charlottstown and
Prince Edward Island, the Rogers Hardware Co. Lid.
‘was established 5 years hefore the Confederation of
Canada. The policies set at that time have endured the
test of time, and three generations of Islanders have
fooked to this company for thelr hardware needs.

107 years later, the story of Rogers Hardware Co. Ltd.
has heen one of continued eustomer satfstaction. Draw-
ing upon the experience and knowledge gleaned from
the Rogers Hardware Co. Ltd. looks
forward with confidence o the future,

an exciting past,

DISTRIBUTING THE NEEDS OF
GENERAL, PAINTING and ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS
Glidden Paints
Fibreglass and Micafil Insulation
B.P. and Barrett Roofing
Nails, steel and reinforcing wire

Cabinet Hardware by Amerock,
Corbin, Hahn and Yale

Well stocked warehouse of elee-
trical cable, switches, panels, con-
duit, and all wiring supplies and

lamps and fixtures.

Company Limited

"IF IT'S HARDW ARE WE HAVE IT"

Charlot tetown




