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THE PIRATE.

By Sir Walter Scott.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
(Continued )

Sir John at Earnscliffe,

- ——

THE HOME AND SURROUNDINGS OF THE CANA-~
DIAN PREMIER.

(From The London World's Series of Cele-
brities at Home. )

Where the cliffs rise up abruptly and
overhang the river, nestling ina grove of
stunted pine, hangs Earnscliffe, sucha ‘“house
on a hill” as honest Robert Burton would

dent in the case of the Irish Church, ani
may yet help to a solution of our own Ex-
tablishment difficulties. The alolition of
the seignorial tenure relieved Canada of an
incubus worse than any Ireland has ever
borne, while the construction of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway is an achievement of
which any statesman might be proud, most
of all one with
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** Put it was of Brenda that I thought.” re-
plied Mordaunt, ‘“of her that I now think,
and of her alone that I will ever think.”

perhaps the most favored of the many
lovely halting-places around the capital, to

and varied by poetic gable and _hospitable

with the Mother Country, and a speech of
his in 1861 will give his views ‘more clearly
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na, flercely; then, instantly changing her
tone, and taking his hand in the most fTec-
tionate manner, she proceeded : —** You must
not—you wil! not tell me so, my dear son—-
you will nag break a mother’s heart in the
very first hour in which she has embraced

arch. The quiet peacefulness which sur-
rounds it seems to harmonise better with
Sir John Macdonald’s book-loving tastes
than the fashionable bustle of *‘Sandy
Hill,” the Mayfair of Ottawa, where stands

il the rolling periods and declamatory
phrases are conspicuous by the:r absence, it
13 because the matter of his speech is o hin
all-important. He sees clearly, and ex-
presses what he sees in plain, straightfor-
ward language, the clearer, perhaps, be-
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my life.  See;“mny mother,

intrigues have already conducted us, and,
in Heaven’'s name, prosecute them no far-
ther!”

1t seemed as if this repioach struck Norna
with the force, at once, and vivacity of . light-
ning ; for she struck her forehead with her
hand, and seemed about to drop from her
seat. Mordaunt, greatly shocked, hastened
to catch her in his arms. and, though scarce
knowing what to say, attempted to utter some
incoherent expressions,

*“Spare me, Heaven, spare me!” were the

first words which she muttered ; ““do not let
my crime be avenged by his meais ! —Yes,
young man,” she said, atter a pause, *‘you
have dared to tell what I dared not tell my-
sclf.  You have pressed that npon me, which,
if it be truth, I cannot believe, and yet con-
tine to live !”
Mordaunt in vhin endeavored to interrupt
her with protestations of his ignorance how
he had offended or grieved her, and of his ex-
treme regret that he had unintentionally done
either. She proceeded, while her voice trem-
bied wildly, with vehemence.

““Yes! you have touched on that dark sus-
picion which poisons the consciousness of my
power,—the sole boon which was given me in
exchange for innocence and for peace of mind !
Your voice joins that of the demon which,
even while the elements confess me their mis-
tress, whispers to me, ‘ Norna, this is but de-
lusion—your power rests but in the idle belief
of the ignorant, supported by a thousand petty
artifices of your own.” This is what Brenda
says—this is what you would say ; and false,
scandalous!y false, as it is, there are rebel-
lious thoughts in this wild brain of mine,”
(zouching her forehead with her finger as she
spoke,) ‘‘ that, like an insurrecction in an in-
vaded country, arise to take part against their
distressed sovereign. Spare me, my son !" she
continued, in a voice of supplication, ‘‘spare
me !--the sovereignty of which your words
would deprive me, is no enviable exaltation,
Few would covet to rule over gibbering ghosts,
and howling winds, and raging currents. My
throne is a ¢loud, my sceptre is a meteor, my
realm is only peoplad with fantasies; but I|
must either cease to be, or continue to be the
mightiest as well as the most miserable of
beings.”

“Do not speak thus mournfully, my

| person an unusual eombination of qualities.

He is at once a student and a man of the
world. Possessed of a remarkably reten-
tive memory, heis a ravenous devourer of
books.

Parliamentary work, is to relieve his over-
worked brain by a systematic course of real
yellow-backs, tales of the
curdling horrors, of the

MOST APPROVED BLOOD-AND-THUNDER TYPE.

Be this as it may, he certainly finds
time, amidst his numerous Parliamentary
and social duties, to keep au courant with
all the literature of the day, and of such
he talks with all the appreciaticn, though !
none of the pedantry of & scholar.  From'
this his genial tastes and warm sympathy
with his kind, naturally preserve him,
backed, perhaps, by his keen relish for
social enjoyment. If - presently we pass
into the drawing-reom, we shall find Lady
Macdonald presiding at the tea table, and
surrounded—for all the distance —by
Ottawa society at its best. There is, per-
haps, the stately Madame Audry-—but,
alas! now no more Madame Lemoine ;
Lady Tilley, who aspires to ‘‘art;” Mr.
Perley’s charming American wife, who has

we are told that a common practice of our|A little
host, after an unusually severe spell oflowners have choked it
and driftwood, but we get the full flow of
the river,
most blood- |away before they can collect.
it is !
the musical dip of oars beating time to the
chant of the voyazeurs as they guide the
great pine logs down towards the lumber

voyageur cooks are so famous.

———

When we rise to go, Sir John accom-
panies us across the lawn and points out
the quiet charms of the situation. ** You

Of books of all kinds, it is said, for [see, below us here the stream is quite clear

those wretched mill
with logs and chips

further up

and all such things are carried
How quiet
below comes

Hark !” And from

markets of the St. Lawrence. And Sir
John goes on to tell us how he and Lady
Macdonald paid a visit once to these same
primitive watermen, and with what hespi-
tality they met, and how they enjoyed the
rude fare so heartily offered, the boiled
pork and sauerkraut, and the delicious
bread baked on the raft, for which the
To which

who has just come up,

Lady Macdonald,

adds, ** Yes, dear, all but the saurkraut.”

WHEAT.

e atomaines beacriten | L8 CRATIOMetoWn Milling Company

daughters ; the Tennysonesque Miss Louise
Patrick ; and we may even exchange a few
words with the still lovely Mrs. Hanning-
ton, once the belle of Ottawa. Sir John's
partiality for young men, too—another
point in which he resembles Lord Beacons-
field — is sure to have drawn one or two to
the house to help with the tea and claret-
cup—Mr. Mackintosh and Mr. Griffin, who
enjoy the enviable reputation, the one of
saying, the other of writing, invariably
‘“‘the right thing,” with half a dozen others,
proteges of the kindly Premier and the
cheerful,  blithe and active hostess who
keeps them as busy as she is herself.
““There is much to be made of a Scotch-
man,” said Dr. Johnson, ‘‘if caught young,”
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thoughts from such agitating and mystical
studies—from such wild subjects of contem-
plation, into another and a better channel.
Life will again have charms, and religion will
have cmforts for you.”

She listened to him with some composure,
as if she weighed his connsel, and desired to
be guided by it; but as she ended, she shook
her bead and exclaimed-—

‘-1t cannot be. 1 must remain the dreaded
—the mystical—the Reimkennar the con-
troller of the elements, or 1 must be no more !
I have no alternative, no middle station. M
post must be high on yon lofty headland,
where never stood human foot save mine—or
T must sleep at the bottom oi the unfathom-
able ocean, its white billows blooming over
my senseless corpse. The parricide shall
never also be denounced as the imposter !

“The parricide!” echoed Mordaunt, step-
ping back in horror.

his career is of his own making. Neverthe-
less, nothing was more certain than that he
would succeed. From the day when, as a
young lawyer, he defended the American
sympathkiser, General Von Schultz, who
was hanged in spite of him in 1839, he was
a marked man in his profession, and a Mon-
treal paper of that date predicted for him a
career which he has more than  fulfilled
since. Klected for Kingston in 1844, Le h;ui
identified himself ever sinc2 with the poli-|
tical growth of the countr;' he has done so
much to raise from a group of insignificent
Colonies to her present position among na-
tions, and for twenty-nine years has led the

Conservative party, and, with but a brief| THURSDAY,

interval, the Canadian House of Commons
itself. Alfhough a Conservative, the three
measures by which posterity will judge his

plicate .veuen....... ;
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