The Guardian

§ECOND SECTION

Charlottetown, Tues. Dec. 18, 1962,

K9

Causeway, Atlantic Board

Spark Lively

A spirifed exchange took place | of forestry, during debate on the
recently in the House of C o m. |Atlantic Development Board.
mons between J.W. Pickersgill, The following are exerpts from

2 " | Hansard in which Mr, Pickers-
Nembher o e & T, |Bill took exception to the inclu-
st g

L f the Prince Edward Is-

Hugh John Flemming, minister |1ang Cayseway in the projects

car to be considered by the board:
MOTOR REWINDING

& REPAIRS

but there was one thing which

troubled me very much about

this matter would have been

for 24-HOUR SERVICE |, isei by one of the members

Mr. Pickersgill: — I do not
ric L
Storey Ele(l ¢ td what the minister of natios re-
id
from Prince Edward Island, but

intend to make a speech be-
cause T made one the other day,

136 Prince St., Ch'town JRZ3 . 4 on the re-
DIAL 1341 solution stage. I had expected
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it has not been dealt with and |

that is why I rise to say a few

|words about it. The minister

|was talking about the subjects

|this board might take up. He

said that among these were: —
“_the Chignecto complex
of canal, tidal power and in-
dustrial development: the
causeway to link New Brun-
swick with Prince Edward
Island, which has been ae-
cepted in principle and is in
the planning stage.”

have been suggested as de-
serving urgent consideration
by the board. A number of
public works projects need
immediate research”

Causeway Decision
Said Already Made

Remember that this is just an
advisory Board. This is not a
board fo execute anything and |
therefore it would seem odd that |
|any project would be placed be-
T had understood from the an- |fore it about which a decision to
| nouncement when it was made, |act had already been made, or
and I think everyone in the old |which was supposed to be in the
|parliament understood it, toge- | early staged of implementation
ther, T am sure, with everyone | (Here Mr. Pickersgill quoted
in the Atlantic Provinces, that from a speech made by Mr.
 this project was not one of those | Diefenbaker when he appeared
| which was still being consider- in Charlotfetown during the
ed. T refer to the Prince Edward |June election campaign) -
Island Causeway. Construction of |~ “Since investizations have
that Causeway was accepled as| shown that a causeway is
| something which was going to feasible both from an econ-
[ be done. I thing the minister omic and engineering stand-
should try to reconcile his state- [ point, we are proceeding
ments to the effect that this is| with it.”
still in the stage of study, still | The Prime Minister went on
[ in the stage of conjecture — (o say even more than that. He
Mr. Flemming: — Would the saiq ‘the project would employ
| ‘hororable gentleman mind | 1,100 men for six years and pro-
reading again what I said?  |vide $30,000000 in wages. I
Mr. Pickersgill: — Yes. |would be eight miles in length.
‘“There are many policies |t would include one and a quar-

measures and projects which _ter miles of locks and bridge:

The fill would cost $49,000,000;
locks and bridges $36,500,000 and
| engineering work $20,000,000. He
| even went on to predict that it
| would be completed in time for
lour centenary in 1967

Mr. Flemming: — May T In-
terupt the honorable member?
The part T want him to repeat
is what he read about what I
said a couple of days ago.

]

the minister or to anyone else.

|T am merely trying to clear up

|a serious doubt which has aris-
| |en not merely in my mind but
| | in the minds of other people—

| Mr. Flemming: — I think we
| know what is in your mind, but
|80 ahead and read what I said.

Mr. Pickersgill: — I do not
pretend to make such large
| claims as the minister has just
made. The minister, we know,
is a_much more complex per-
| sonality than T am, myself. If he
{knows what is in my mind, per-
| haps he would consider standing
up and making my speech for

me.
Mr. Flem:
think T know
Mr. Pickersgill:— Now the
minister is being his usual mod-
est self again, and we like him

ing: — T said “T

The minister said — I think I
had better read the two sen-
tences together:

““There are many policies,
measures and projects
which have heen suggested
as deserving urgent consid-
eration by the board
number of public works pro-
jects need immediate  re-
search.”

T emphasize that last word
“research”’.

“Among these are the
Chignecto complex of can-
al, tidal power and indus-

| trial development the

| causeway to link New

| Brunswick with Prince Ed-

| ward Island, which has

| been accepted in principle
and is in the planning
stage”.

“‘And needs research”.
ed that from the previo
tence. In other words this pro-
ject was placed not No. 1 but
No. 2 among the things s
board would be_doing research
the Prime Minister
told us in April—

Mr. Flemming:—
and planning.

Long Way From
$30 Million Spent

Mr. Pickersgill:— Surely the
planning is not going to be done
by this Atlantic D e v e lopment

rd. Did not the government
tell us not long ago they had
spent $800 on it — or $8,000. At
any rate it was a long way from
the $30,000,000 in wages that
were going to be paid. We and
the public were led to believe
that April that this Prince Ed-
ward Island causeway was be-
ing started. I do not wish to

1 add-
sen-

Research

#0. However, the

yet—is going to start research

Flemming Says
'Hardlv Anv Case'

{not blame the minister.

| remember the minister arriv

| i il y s which the gov.
Mr. Pickersgill: — I shall be ber is not making a very good studying things which t!

glad fo do that. The last thing case. It is a very poor case. It ernment has either decided al-

T want to do is to be unfair to Is not

better in those circumstances. | words uttered by the Prime minister ought to clear up and

| be influenced if the honourable | 2o aready accepted in prin-
| and_eloguent member for St.|giple and was in the plannning

minister sald
this board when it is set up—
ind it has not even heen set up

into or carry on researcl
should not say ‘“start.” The|
minister did not say “start.” He
says it is going to carry onlre-
search into the Prince Edward
Island causew

|

Mr. Flemming: No, that s |
wrong. T am sure my hon. friend
does not wish to misquote me. |

Mr. Pickersgiii: No, T do not |
wish to misauote the minister. |

Mr. Flemming: Research into
the planning to see how it is do-
i

ng. )
Mr. Pickersgill: Then what
the minister means Is this. T do
Nohody

MR. PICKERSGILL

way

- However, perhaps the Min-
" ister of National Reveue could

will ever forget the wa
which the minister was humil
fated by the way in which thal
colleague of his, who is no lon-
ger here—I refer to the hon-r-

¢ find a more direct route than to
set up a board to investigate
and to find out whether it is

\carrying on this great public
ahlg ‘qmmembeg for "‘{I‘“"f:, work which the government
Mt Divid Wialkes o said was started seven or eight

down to New Brunswick, with-
out ever ellng the minister anv.
fhing about it and announced P | warksi s
o OuRCel ing fo be vacant very shortly.
that the sovernment o /e The minister has only two, and
odl the O nes viveg T suggest that he ask the Prime
Minister to make him minister
f public works and to let him
g at the matter directly and
build this causeway that was
already being built, according to
the Prime Ministor, but which
tie. having no confiasacs 2% i only going to be 'investizated
H 3 - by a board not vet set up.
o em o e more ften han b1 R s aare by
board tn find out whother. the (e minister. As for mysell. ¥
Denartment of Public Works I8 407" of'exclaining. 1t throws a
el O e Prime |rather dubious light on this

" & whole oroposal. It rather con-
Minister said was being proceed- 1i0'¢ Fw‘wmn fr e
ed with last May.

tertain and expressed on Wed-
The minister talked the other 1A% T0TCIV that perhaps the
day about the maze of govern- main purpose of this board is to
mental agencies. You cannot pe's gravevard i
blame the poor people in Prince 8 STEITTNL - vy ioria.car-
Edward Tsland, even the very ~Mr Fletaming ot A Cr
intelligent people who write the  letom: Thal is WO g
editorials for the Tory newsoap- member hopes.
er there, you cannot blame them | Mr. Pickersgill: T know the
for being confused. 1f the min- minister did not really mean
ister thinks this parliament has that. The minister says that is
tr set up A board to fird out what T hope. That is not what |
how the Department of Public T hope, and I do not think the |
Works is getting on with plan- | minister really believes _that
ning this causeway which was is what T hope. The minister be. |
stated by the Prime Minister lieves that T hope this board wil
Tast April. which was going to be as effective as it is allowed
be employing all these men— to be in producing things for |
Mr. Flemmine: The hon. mem- the government to do, not in |

months ago. I suggest that the
portfolio of public works is go-

in Saint John. to find that his
colleague  had cut the around %
completelv from under his feet.
T therefore do not wonder that
the Minister of National Re
ne. having no confidence in

the

hon

as good A one as usual. ready ot to do or has already

Mr. Pickersgill: The minister 'said it is doing. There is no rea-
seems fo be more disturbed by son whatever why the Prince
it than usual Edward Island causeway should

b Flemming: The hon. engage one mm|:‘|e1:vh( tlhe ﬂll‘tzt»
i it it tion of this boar at pproje

e u';t announced as one that dwns
oing ahead. Tt was being done

Memb" chﬂrﬂes i' a denartment of the govern-
Slowdewn Is On ment. The ftime of this board
shonld not be wasted on it at all.

Mr. Pickersgill: The plain 1f the Department of Public
fact is, of course. that we have Works is not fit to do it. let us

already had revealed clearly to get some new neople in the De-
us in the house. in response o partment of Public Works and
auestions. that there has been a get on with the job. We wish
slow-down, if was ever this board to produce some new
anything to slow down in the first things, not to thresh over the
place. Judging from the amount | researches of others into pro-
of money that is being spent, jects which are supposedly be-
there is nothing really serious ing built now. It is because this
being done about the causeway seemed to me to be such a real-
at all, and there has not been ly damning indictment of the
anything done about the cause- proposal, that it seemed to me
way with the exception of the there was something here the

Minister and supporters of the do so right awa
Prime Minister on this subject |  Mr. Flemming: T am one of
in the election campaign, One | those who enjoy the speeches of
cannot help but suspect that the hon. gentleman for Bona-
he causeway is another of the | vista - Twillingate. He is a skil-
victims of the Glassco-MgCutch- | ful debater; he is a fluent de-
eon axe which is cutting a great bater, and he is a resourceful
deal deeper, as far as one can | debater. If there is the least bit
discover, in the Atlantic pro- of vulnerability in an opponent’s
vinces, if one can judge from argument he seems to have the
the way In which public works faculty of putting his finger on
have been cut. than in any oh- jt; put today he laboured and
er part of Canada. he sweated and he stuttered, and

Mr. Flemming:  The hon. had the hardest time T ever saw
member will eat those words him have in trying to make ev-
within-two years. en the semblance of a case

Mr. Pickersgill: Within ~ two There hardly was any case at
vears T suggest that the hon. all and as T listened to him as
gentleman will be over here if he referred to these things—and
he is Tucky enough to get back e did not go back into ancient
into the house at all: and Pro- history as he usually does—TI ra-
bably within two years, With  ther admired his convenient me-
a real government in POWer, mory pecause he could forget
one word will have been done  a|| the things he wanted to for-
SHCULHe . matier get. Finally he came along and

Mr. McGrath: Does the hon. ' picked upon the Prince Edward
member think he is going o Island causeway and said this
influence any votes in Prince pill was really vulnerable on
Edward Island on Monday by that subject
the very weak case he is putting | He quoted my remarks made a
up here and taking up the time oy days ago in which T said
of the house in doing so. that the project was already ac-

Pickersgill: I do 1ot canied in principle
think that anything T may be | B pit S Nore than in
saying here  would influence il
nearly as many votes as would | PEPEE L p 0 inute

John's East would only R0 10| Gaze ‘Then he professed (o get
Prince Edward Island in order | oriply indignant, and said it
to show them who represents cnould be under cohstructtion.
Newfoundland in the present My, Pickersgill: I did not say
government of Canada, on the it was under construction: T did
periphery of the government— | not say the government said it
an hon, member who is not con- | was under construction. T said
sidered good enough to go into | the government said it had de-
the cabinet, but who is only  cided to go ahead with it and
there apparently for the purpose was getting on with the plans.
of interrupting others when they | That is what I sa

are attempting to speak con-| Mr. Flemming: )
structively about the failure of | man. 1 still submit that he in-
the

e A
They did not say that the actual
construction was being started,
but they said this, fo quote

n the Prime Minisler's
Words in Charlottetown on May

“— since

have shown—"
In other words research was
ver then ad now it is going to

& investigations

that a causeway is
feasible both from an econ-
omic and engineering stand-
point, we are proceeding
with it."

Surely this Allantic develop-
ment board is not going to build
the causeway. The investigations
were over last May when the
Prime Minister addressed that
cheering crowd. Hence I am
puzzled, as are a great many
other people. 1 did not wish to
be called to order. T will
disclose the source of the quo-

editorial which appeared in yes-
t 's paper and which ex-
about this

tation from the Prime Minister’s | ly salary ¥
speech. T owe It to the Charlot- |is what apparently is going to how it was coming along and he |
tetown Guardian and to their

very matter, and I think rightly |he eannot de it in

nt to carry out its ferred that it should be under
own programs

Mr. McGrath: What about the
hon. member when he was there
last spring? the right, Mr. Chairman, to take

Mr. Pickersgill: The hon,  any inference that T choose from
member for St. John's East can his remarks. If he disagrees
speak when T  have concluded | with my inference then it is &
my speech. No doubt he will | debatable subject
make one of those devastating| Mr. Pickersgill: Quite, and T
and irrelevant speeches which | will debate it
entertain the house from time  Mr, Flemming: T will take any
to fime. However. T wish o inference I choose from his re-
get back to the bill. Mr. Chair- | marks. He professed to say
man. and not to interject notes something about the delay that
about who is going to vote where | \Uac going fo  jeopardize this
on what day. T never mention- | great project. Well, Mr. Chair-
A man, a few days ago 1 attended
ot ot era: Of: oh. | a chamber of commerce dinner
(o, Pickersgill: —except the | 41 in the course of conversa-
|n(:‘nc;|r|ngbn[ l:..te; \lxsl “':('lal tion with various people prior
and June by the Prime Minis- :
ter. stating that this vroject was | {0 the dinner I met a gentleman

under w project that 1 | ¥ho said to me

oenih the Chaitman natd the |ing study of the Prince Edward
Princely salary of $5.00. That | Island causeway.” T asked him

happen said, “Pretty good. We have sort |

1 say Again, Mr. Chairman, |of definite plans.” He also sald’

that I'do not blame fhe Minis- | “It is a tremendous project and

ter of  Nal Revenue if |1t is obvious that it must re-
any other | ceive a lot of study.”

in 19585

Gov't To Follow
PM'sC

Mr.

HON.

MR. FLEMMING

miles,

cult engineering problem,
coming back to what this gen- government
tleman told me—

Mr. Stewart:

the difficulty of the project L B

should like to ask him, if that 'ake it very well, are e’

s true. what did $348.810 spent inE and trving o cause a de- should it not be done? I am
bate. I have the floor at fhe mo

9 achieve?
| ment and they n

must

1t T understand
the minister correctly he sug-
gests that Northumberland Con-
sultants Limited are going
make detailed research into the Man
engineering feasibility

PRI

more

E MINISTER

a the causeway
Mr. Stewart:
it achieved nothing”

Mr. Flemming: And if it

Are you

than the
ever spent

Prince Edward Island causeway
Stewart: But
saying it was wasted

Flemming:/ Mr

do worry

Mr. Stewart:

that

t
was unsuccessful?
Mr. Flemming:

gentleman

Flemming:
Chairman, I cannot answer that he
question because I have not got  thou
formation with me here.
Is the implica-
research back

Well

the earlier
”

nt

1 can tell the ject
1

saying
should

Liberal

have it when fo say
the opportunity comes in the re- Therefore, Mr
se of debate.
ahout the remarks of ed the conversation I had with
member, unless the engineer and I have quoted
Mr. he is a great deal better than the facts It
vesterday.
he made a
speech then
Chairman
to my

But 1

because
very

“We have

|lar profects in different parts
| the world. We find that, while it
is difficult, it can be done. We
believe it is going to be a won-
derful engineering feat.” That
is my answer to the hon. mem-
ber for Bonavista - Twillingate
who asked how It was going.
The decision to build the cause-
way was made quite some time
ago, almost a ast.

Mr. Pickersgill: It was an-
nounced in April

Mr. Flemming: The honor-
able gentleman referred to the
announcement as contained in
the newspapers as being 100
per cent accurate. You may be
sure, Mr. Chairman, and this
house may be sure that any
committment made by the Prime
Minister in connection with the

1 think anyone who has ever $349,000 more than the old Lib- Prince Edward Island causeway
gone across on the ferry from eral government ever spent on
Cape Tormentine to Borden,
distance of nine
certainly know that a lot of en-
gineering study will have to g0
into it. It is a terrifically diffi- be $1, Mr. Chairman, that would

1

or any other project will be
carried out to the letter. They
talk about research. If my hon-
orable friend from Bonavista-
Twillingate were chairman of
this board, one of the first things
he would ask — T am satisfied
in my own mind because I have
respect for his ability — would
be. “How are we getting along
are with the Prince Edward Island
Causeway?" is probably

he

Chair- one of the first things this chair-

1 do not mind being ask-

ofthis|€d questions but T submit {hat the plans which are being made

ject. and he enlarges on |honourable gentlemen over there, constitutes research, undoubted-

DEQIosh, | £ 1/Who do not seem to be able to ly that will be it
terrupt-

man will ask. If an inquiry into

And wh
be done? Why

would it not

sure that he would be the first
that it should be done.
Chairman  to
take care of that matter I quot-

is probably com-
T pletely out of order to concen-

poor trate on the Prince Edward Is-

land causeway, but certainly

I am coming there has been plenty of prece-
conversation with dent for it this afternoon. How-
one of the engineers of the pro- ever, I just wanted to clear up
He said to me

t was studied and are studying simi- Bow

that particular matter here and



