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Alternative Vote

The policy declaration and resolutions of |
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce aref
very much what might be expected of that
organization of hard working, 1'€'sp0nsibl(“
and community-minded businessmen. They
cover a wide range of subject matter and in -
each case the stand taken is characterized
by prudence and a desire that government
should not assume an undue portion of the
national life.

The declaration of policy on voting pro-
cedures, however, includes a doubtful pro- |
position. The Chamber notes a growing
tendency to place in Parliament candidates
that have Dbeen elected by a minority of |
those voting, and if the tendency continues
the result may well be that the wishes of
the majority of voters will go unrecogniz- |
cd.

“The Chamber believes that the method
best suited to bring about the most accept-:
able candidates is the Single Alternative |
Vote. This method of voting,” so runs the'
declaration, “‘provides for the indication of
preference on the ballot paper (first, sec-,
ond, third, etc.) and for the distribution ofi
votes among other candidates until one
candidate has an absolute majority of the|
votes cast.” '

The trouble with this system, in addi-
tion to its awkwardness, is that it does not
select the candidate for whom a majority
would vote. What it does is reject those |
candidates to whom there is substantial ob-
jection and permit the election of those who ’
have the fewest enemies. The effect is to
bring about the election of mediocre candi- |
dates and in the long run to have mediocre |
government,

Tenslons In The Far East

European Governments which profess to |
be fearful lest ‘trigger-happy’ Americans
touch off a small shooting war that will
lead to a major conflagration, should be
comforted by decisions recently taken in
Washington with respect to Quemoy, Tach-
en and other Nationalist-held islands just
off the Chinese coast,

At a recent meeting of US Joint Chiefs |
of Staff, three out of four members, it is
reported, favored giving Chiang Kai-shek's |
Nationalists permission to hit back at the
Chinese mainland if the offshore islands
near the coast were attacked. This posi-
tion was opposed by General Ridgeway on
the very proper ground that the United
States should not again become committed
to a course of action in Asia the outcome
of which might lead to World War III

Washington, it will be recalled, is com-
mitted to the defence of Nationalist-held
Formosa by the US Navy. The decision
to restrain Chiang Kai-shek's forces in the
event that the strategically unimportant
coastal islands are attacked by the Chinese
Reds will undoubtedly do much to ease
tensions in the Far East. That Peking, if |
and when the decision is taken to seize |
Quemoy and the neighboring islands, will‘I
seek to extract the utmost propaganda value |
from such a ‘victory’, must be considercd’
as a calculated risk which both President |
Eisenhower and General Ridgeway deemj
subordinate to the broader strategic issues
at stake,

Commonwealth Gonference

The Commonwealth conference in Lon-
don next January will be the first time the'
Prime Ministers of the Commonwealth coun-*
tries have got together since the crisis of
the Indo-China war, since the Manila pact:
was devised, and since Mr. Nehru made his
important visit to China. Far Eastern af-
fairs will, therefore, bulk largely on the
agenda. Indeed, according to a London
correspondent of the Winnipeg Free Press,
the conference is regarded as a possible
prelude to an attempt to persuade the Uni-
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Churchill's diplomacy.

There will be plenty of other matters to
keep the Commonwealth Conference busy. | i
The intervening months since the 1953 con-| t

| potato producers

the conference a crowded agenda.

One of the most important issues it will
have to face is how far the Commonwealth
couniries are to trust the note of cordiality ‘
which is being struck by the Soviet lead-
ers. So far the British reaction has been
one of cautious optimism. Though the Rus-
sians are directing at the West a propa-
ganda campaign of great intensity and great
skill, with football and athletics teams, bal-
lerinas, musicians and artists, flowing in on
every aircraft from the East, there is no
sign of this affecting the basis of British
policy.

- The Potato Industry

A new potato body, if not heavenly
body, is apparently about to rise in ‘Prince
Edward Island, its appearance heralded by
one of the largest delegations ever to wait
upon the Government. No fewer than 76! ‘.
potato growers from almost every sectioni )
of the Province presented a brief Thursday
which, among other things, states that they
are prepared to act as a committee to
form a potato producers’ organization.

Such an organization would presumably

Page 4

The Guardia,
et

—

The Passing Scene

By Observer

SIR WINSTON AND

Some political observers, who
deal in prophecy as well as in an-
alytical appraisal of events, evi-
dently believe that Sir Winston
Churchill will retire from public
life, or at all events from the
Prime Minister’s office, just as
soon as his 80th anniversary fes-
tivities are out of the way. They
are even predicting the course of
his immediate future.

A few of the more traditionally
among them are sure he will g0
into Yorkshire and raise pigs, this
having been customary for many
Englishmen prominent in Church
or State. Others, sensing what they
consider to be Sir Winston's flair
for “the boast of heraldry, the
pomp of power”, are equally sure
that he will be offered and ac-
cept a dukedom forthwith. Cur-
iously enough, most of the more
confident prophecies concerning the
great man’s supposedly impending
retirement have been intimated
in the American press. The Bri-
ish newspapers, with one or two
exceptions, are much more cau-
tipus, probably because they are
a bit more accustomed to Sir
Winston's habit of doing the un-

be a member of the Prince Edward Is- expected. In this connection I saw
¥ ot Ao 5 < an interesting English cartoon a

land beflexatlon of. ‘\.gllcultuxc, much as little . while back. It showed Sir
the various organizations of breeders are Anthony Eden, wearing a long
beard, in a wheel chair being

members. It would be expected to assume
responsibility for voicing the opinion of
potato growers and for looking after their
interests generally as well as the particular
chore mentioned in the brief, the nomin-
ation of ‘producer members to the Potato
Marketing Board.

Until now the Federation of Agriculture !y
has acted as a potato producers’ organiz-
ation, mainly because of the dominant im-
portance of the potato industry to the Is-
land farmer. A specialized organization of
would reduce the work
of the Federation, and consequently its im-
portance, although it would continue to

’Ouf In Front

‘r old Ch°'|°+frer'rown | ‘/;Oe;ﬁ/

and P. R L
PERTHSHIRE PIONEERS

PUBLIC FORUM

This column (s open (o the discus.
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does uot
aecessarily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

AEGEAN IDYLL
The forebears of the Dewar fam-
SCOTCH HAGGIS ily in this Province were John
) . Dewar and his wife Christina
h . A Sir—As a native Scot who has| yo:pes) Dewar, of Braes of Foss,
include the potato industry in its overalusemt.f":v‘é‘fz%d lg live 1:0““;‘.” Perthshire, Scotland, about \\-l‘.om1
; : " ] eautiful Garden Province v al- e follow reference appears in
field of interest. ostYeIe e N ears Nk foutz nORR e 0 e ollowing r ce app
Theoretically the proposed set-up is un-.there might be a few of your read-

i i i ers (Scots or otherwise) who might
objectionable, There is, however, a prac-:-b: interesied in solving the “great

The thunder sweeps through mnorth-
ern plains

From Caria and from Samothrace
1t wanders resolute and still.

Present”, (1906) : Of the blue southward stirring tide

And westward from the Asian hill,

“John Dewar came to Prince Ed-, Gathering per!umg from\ the. peak Mr.
ward Island in the early years of Of the white Lesbian mountainside. with

pushed by an old nurse called “the
Conservative Party.” Running and
hopping a few paces ahead, and
swinging his hat in the air, was
Sir Winston. He was saying: “I
remember Anthony well. He was
well along when I was a young
fellow just starting out in polit-
lics™.

] L . .

One guess is as good as another;
and there are some guessers who
say that the Prime Minister in-
tends to go on, his health per-
mitting, until he is 84. This would
put him in equal place with Mr,
Gladstone who was Prime Minis-
ter when he was that age. If this
should come to pass, Sir Winston,
Iphysically at any rate, will really
'have outdone his illustrious pre-
decessor; for the responsibilities
and strains of the Prime Minis-
ter’'s office are many times more

“Prince Edward Island, Past and! And grows less still upon the edge’onerous and heavy than they were

in Mr. Gladstone’s time. In fact,
Gladstone’s regime coincided
perhaps the happiest and

tical objection to over-organization. Farm- Haggis mystery” which almost al- ioteenth o ] D a

J. q < . g . ways is discussed as St. Andrcw’s ;’hC'"’ n'_'m;;x“hd ‘:’]‘]“““yhp:: ",,l::_‘;\nd turns to rain past Tenedos most. ?“F““r‘_‘?ble, period Siin Er}g

ers are limited in the time which they can a3°, o inc ocafed at Brudenc "qurnz whien| And flashes westward into Rhodes l?nds hxi;c:.\. \\hoircﬂa r l\‘\:xtn-

: o {a fn . maine wa vears, durmgzwhich it LS - ) ston's carcer, especially in er
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. X “ " ritt choice of one hundred an wenty gle for survival. "

competent officers, Perhaps the answer ::sla:vn{g‘:gsliigegm lﬁﬁﬁtzr s:::n:xlxld‘f acres located near the eastern| anq like a jewel threads the night It has been his lot “to take arms

Through Gnossos, like a spear-
| browed host
To Africa beyond the sea

Until the hills of Crete are lost.

would be to change the character of the 7o toc®, @ following recipe which |boundary of Lot 51, the place being
I brought from Scotland with me|afterward known as New Perth.

Federatlor}. .SO et s \\'?Llld = . pu.rely in an old cook-book  yellow with |The land at that time was extensive-
an association of farmers' organizations . [ly covered with timber, both hard|

age: ber, both ha
and not of individual farmers. “Scotch Haggis": 1 sheep's pluck:|?nd soft wood, but was very fertile

and |and when clearad, produced gcod| Until the Carthaginian light

against a sea of troubles” By com-
parison, Mr. Gladstone might be
said to have lived “in the smooth
current of domestic joy.” If life
is to be measured “in deeds, not
years; in feelings, not in figures

:alc;{lic]n; 1“2’ 1b;)astl-ri;el:;\lPl!plpels'hew,g crops ‘And the last winds from Greece are on a dial’, it is'fair to conclude
v 12 . tYo i oy i " . that Sir Winston already has

stomach. Wash the pluck well and| “The deed of this property, for S o :
EDITORIAL NOTES p:tm?n ]a p:f o boi}). allowing the|Which he paid s:xty pounds sterling,! And i the cover of the xleiglht lt?aChed' it her hals not_surpassed,
Tomorrow, the 1st Sunday in Advent. | windpipe to hang out to drain out|is dated March 15,1827, and is made The thunder wanders swiftly on. Mxe "reclm;.(ki1 OV‘ tt u.!‘ annd Oold

' . ; . "impuritics. Boil gently for about|between S'r James  Montgomery, —Frederick Prokosch, = Of '€ Jictorian era.
i e|Bart. St cas -

{two hours. After cleaning the|Bart. of Stobocastle, County Péeb The two men had many things

stomach bag well, bring to the boil|les, Scotland. Archibald Montzom- — !
in cold water, in order to shrink|ery, of the County of Peebles. and dope her part. Oh well, what can
the bag. Leave in salted cold water Robert Montgomery, of the city of you expect of the teachers of to-
until nccded. Mince the best part|Edinburgh, by their agent, John {day? They are not like the teach-
of lungs and heart, discarding the Stewa:t, and John Dewar, of Town- ers she had. '
gristly pieces. Grate the bcst partslshlp a1, | No, the teachers of yesterday
of the liver, and puf all i largc! “As Mr. Dewar was settled on'nad time to teach; they planned
basin. Roast well the oatmeal and‘lhc property several years previous he day's work and carried it out,

The fact that lobsters accounted for $1,-
938,281 out of a total landed value of our
fisheries of $2,597,693 in the first ten
months of 1954 points up the frequent
warnings that the luxury seafood occupies

in common. In his day Mr. Glad-
stone was considered the greatest
political debater in England, and
perhaps in the world. Sir Wins-
ton, of course, has held that dis-
tinction for many years and still
holds it. Both men were almost id-

. loudly

THE " DISSIDENTS

change in political attitug
wards social problems. S
L] . .

When it was reported tha
bers of all polltlcx;l partiestnxln CS,:
Commons planned to present the
Prime Minister with an autographeq
Birthday Book next Monday there
was general rejoicing over the ap.
parently healthy state of British
political controversy. Here, |t was
thought, was good proof tha; .
partisan unity goes more deeply
than political friction. In honour-
ing a truly great man Conser-
vatives, Liberals, and Labouries
of both the Right and the Lett
would be  honouring themselyes
and bearing witness 10 certain py,.
man values and basic streng)s
which exalt a nation,

However, it seems there is al-
ways something to keep a gooq
plan from functioning perfect),
‘In this case, the rude manners
of a handful of dissidents who have
proclaimed their refysy)
to sign their names in the book_
. almost as if it were Something
to boast about—will not diminisy

, Sir Winston’s glory of achievemen;
for that is inscribed i 5

in a much
larger book, the book of the worlds
history. It will, nevertheless, con-
tribute a slight unpleasantness to
an occasion which, it was hoped
would show unanimous rcrogm:
tion of the Prime Minister's ser.
vice to his country and, indeeq
to the world. '
The reason given for (he hoor.
ish attitude—that 8ir Winston hay
not always been sympathetic 1o
labour—will impress no one but
themselves. The record shows tjiat
for fifty years or more organized
labour has not had a stouter de-
fender, nor true democracy a n; e
steadfast friend. Whatever 15
errors of judgement have becn
no doubt there have been errors
mixed in with his glorious achic:e-
ments—he can surely claim 1
have adhered consistently to the
shining conviction which he oy:-
lined briefly in a speech before
the United States Congress in 1941.
“I was brought up in my fathers

house to believe in democracy.
‘Trust the people’ was his mes.
sage. In my country, and I trust
in yours, public men are proud t
be the servants of the people and
would be ashamed to be their mas-
ters.”

The Age Old Story

And he spake to them a parabie;
Behold the fig tree, and all the
trees; when they now shoot forth,
ye see and know of your own selves
that summer is now nigh at hand.
So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that
the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.

HAZARDOUS DIP

TILLSONBURG, Ont. (CP)-Fd
Deller of Brownsville went for a
swim in a local creek, with his
eight-ton diesel shovel. The creek
bank gave way under the weight
of the machine but Deller escaped
without injury.

olized by their admirers and pro-

too important a place in Prince Edward Is- ac‘lﬂi ttol the con(temls orh the dbnsl;n. to "the .exrcuholt) r;f thel deed, DS they were not interrupted by foundly distrusted by their de-
i . A he suet finely chopped, alsojoccupation must have been con- “specialists” taking over their tractors. In this connection, it is

land fisheries. Fortunate.ly the .develop- the onion; then two tcaspoons sa (irmed by agreement. Mr. Dewar|clagses, they had time to question interesting to note that, while Mr,
ment of a dragger fleet is changing that and(olxl)e ;)rt#epl;;er. ur;t}ll a \]J.‘ci.. stywas a stern, du“fbmdmﬁ Colt,“\\'hf; an individual child and if he had Gladstone's principal critics were
q | cupfull of the liquor the pluck was ncyer swerve rom the path of secured help with his homework|what would be called today “Right
emphasis and may be expected to change boiled in. Mix all together. Now fill | duty, being shrewd, upright, in- 1lhpy had time to send him to the|Wing" conservatives, Sir Winston’s
it further. the stomach bag with this mixiure,|dugtrious, sober and God-fearing, board; and when he reached the|are the “Left-Wing” extremists.
e o o but not tco full; s°w up the open-|and his labours were abundantly |part “that he did not understand; Actually, Sir Winston's social

ing and put in boiling  water, to
boil genily for three hours. Prick
the haggis several times with a
darning needle to prevent burstinsz,

Slefsed. The pioneer’s cabin soon|they had time to go over it with
’,Jfl‘.ev way to commod.ous  farm |him. But then the teachers of this
ujld'nzs and instead of the state- [hygone era did not have to take
ly monarchs of the forest, Shlillﬂgi[m\c out to give pills to the chil-i
grain fields grected the eve. Heldren. Their job was teaching.
wag able to lay by and lend money, |Truly the old order changeth, Is it
nob 2s such a rate of usury as ten!for the better?

and twenty per cent, but borrowers| I am, Sir, etc,,

Charles Austin Beard, American histor-
ian, was born this date 1874. He had a
distinguished university career both in | 2ls0 put a plate under it to prevent

. d England d £ | it sticking to the pot.
America an ngland and was professor |~ wishing your valuable
of politics at Columbia University. In 1922 every success.

paper

)

views might very well be called
radical as compared with Mr.
Gladstone's.

It is just another indication of
the change in soclal thinking that
has taken place in the interim:
or, perhaps more accurately, the
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told to awdy and she had to take the|

Provinces made to flying. Mr. Turnbull [the subject. It has been ! A
: . : N . Ime that the Island has tried Pro-|children’s lessons, Couldn't the
started his career as flight engineer in hibition and that it was not a|children do their own lessons?

success. Now it has been modified [Don’t be foolish, they'd be all night

'doing something verv bad in %0-'doifg
ie i \f i ing to the vendors. Perhaps that's ¢q

The tie in the Nova Scotia byelection an exaggeration and  that really |cor

n Hants East has been broken by the re-jone only feels like a naughty

. . ’ . f schoolboy. Incidentally, why isn't
urning officer's vote in favor of the Lib-|f possible to buy {wo of three

the problem, nor why
not have looked up the his-
dates himself. Nor did it oc-

could not do the “problem. There.

curi to her to ask John why helthe funds on hand will allow, to

It is a fraternal union, intended
to hold veterans ' together in a
unity of friendship and purpose.
It Is a union of service, in as far

and when our ald 1s sollcited. We
have a charitable committee who

in every

trict. A Modern Brick Building with Automatic Sprinkler System
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try to do their best, in so far as
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