versity 6-5942; Western Offics 1030 West Georgia
Sireet Varicouver MA 70377
M_I‘L C & C y N pap
, Asséciation and The Canadian Press The
_Mress is exclusively entitled to the use for repub-
lication of sl news dispatches in this paper
eredited 1o if or 1o the Associated Tress or Reuters
+and also the local news published herein. AN
~vight ér republication of special dispatches hers-
. -4n dlso reserved. Subscription rate:
Not over 45¢ per week by carrier.
¢ $13.00 a yesr by -mail on rural routes and
~@reas not serviced by carrier.
$16.00 a year off Island and U.K. $20.00 per
.year in U.S. and ‘elsewhere outside British Comv
- monwealth.
Not over 10c single- copy. X
Member Audit Burssu of Circulation. *

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 23, 1966

Publishers
Canadian',

/
s
>

o
/

;-
JPAGE 4

sl B bt i B4 e

House Building Crisis
 The emphasis placed on the hous-
: ing shortage problem the latest
: report of the Economiic Council of
. Canada should serve to convince the
: federal authorities that it is time to-
: grapple with this challenge in a
realistic manner. The report follows
- a recent warning by the president of
: the Toronto Real Estate Board, quot-
. ed in the Monetary Times, that if the
. present trend in housing costs keeps
:up, “80 pex/ cent of Canadians will

:soon be candidates for public hous-

: ing.”
:  The magazine describes the house-
“building industry as “hopelessely be-
: hind the times” and in need of much
‘more than easier mortage money to
:rescue it from serious trouble. It says
~rtheé 140,000 new homes likely to
be built by the end of this year are
-110,000 short of the country’s needs.
- And as the Ottawa Journal remarks
- :in this connection, anyone who has

“house will know that the rise in cosis
. In Ontario Tecently, the housing
. corporation has made efforts to bring
:together building materials manufac-
iturers to seek ways of mass-produc-
:ing prefabricated dwellings and fac-
-tory-made components. But as the Ot-
—stawa paper says, though badly-need-
;ed improvements in econstruction
~itechnology . can hold down house
icosts, there is little prospect that .
:land costs, building materials, mort-
igage rates and taxes will do any-
ithing but go up. Even if the multiple
‘housing ventures such as Expo 67’s

iHabitat solve the problem of lack of

‘land space, the long-range price of a
:house ‘will probably increase.

! An idea of the scope of the problem
3s given “by the Habitat architect

°

lanaie

iada has the size of
Regina every month for the next 30
"“iyears.” To cope with that, he adds,
*mass production is the only answer.”
But the Canada Council, in noting
that new housing starts have declin-

" od considerably this year, attributes
the drop to tight-money conditions,
which have reduced mortgage lend-
ing. Here is a problem which could
well be termed a national emergency,

____and one in which Ottawa has a direct |

responsibility. Some remédial legisla-
. tion has been introduced at the cur-
_rent parliamentary session, but the

+ question is whether it goes far

- enbugh. Had the government listened- |~

to the warnings sounded by Opposi-
tion speakers in the last budget de-~
bate, the situation would not have -
reached this critical stage.

- ¥.Over-Zealous Customer

~ ATh what is said to be the first pro-
secution launched under the Official
Secrets Act in five years, a 27-year-

. pld Ottawa civil servants, Bower Ed-
ward Featherstone, hai been arrest- -
ed and charged with possession of
secret naval charts which could be of
value to $o¥iet Russia. The case, of
course, is sub judice, but it will be
recalled that the Ottawa office of tie
Mines and Technical Surveys branch
was the scene of a much publicized”
investigation by RCMP security and
Intelligence officers last month. At
that time External Affairs Minister

. Martin was preparing to set out on a
friendly mission to Moscow, and the
Importance of the investigation was
downgraded. The only information
released was that-the Mounties had
seized a quantity of illicit liquor and
questionable films. o e
- “The’ charges aghainst Featherstone
allege that he obtained charts clas-=
sified as confidential, that they were
prepared for use by RCN engaged in
maritime defense_and “might be dir-
ectly or indirectly of use to a foreign
“power, namely the USSR,” also that

L4

prejudicial to the safety of the state.”
s~ Although Soviet Russia is clearly

¥

.

eign country likely to benefit from Pregndncy ok BA _"O‘l'“dn
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