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LOUIS NAPOLEON BONAPARTE EMPE- l
ROR OF THE FRENCH.

(Coneluded.) !
Towands the eloas of the your 1846, his father |
the Comte de St. Leu, now arrived at the verge, of |
lifo begged permission to bid his son frewell ere |
he absolutely emmu upon the Valley of the Sha-
dow of Death. The Prince, apprised of |h|s.‘
joined his father in apyealing to the clemency of |
the French Government 5 and, in o letter 1o the |

Minister of the Interior, pledged his honour, if he | plwmuuly evjoyed the indulgence of the Chaw- | lm)u)l:m\d‘ pariments having unscli

were allowed to go to Florence, where the Comte | by
de St Leu resided, to return :\ml place himself nl‘
the disposal of the G whenever he
should be desired to do so. The Ministry decla-
red itself incompetent 10 enteriain this request, on |
the ground that its consideration, in the preroga-
tive of mercy, belonged to the King alone. |
Louis Napoleon then addresced himself 1o Louis |
Philippe in a letter modest and ed, and in
no sense unworthy of a_ Prince. "Flieendeavour
was made 1o induce im to add 1o his request a
final renunciation of his pre e refused; |
the negotiations thercfore fell dead. To amh'
what could not be given, to endeavour to win by
fair stratagem what he could not effect by
lonourable  treaty wae, of course, tho natural | &
alternative ; and thus it was wen, on the 23th of
Ma

1816, three ter tho decision of the
ated 0 the Prince by

Government Wwas cotmu
M. Barrot.

The Prince, dis
plank on his shoulder, t'mlnvul 10 es

uised as a carpenter, with a
po frem

Assured that the P
Dr. Connean endeavoured to conceal his depar
ew 1o protract his chanee of
nat least twenty-four hours was
nm lluclursuhjrrv and by a succession of little
, Dr. Connean hoped to preserve the
|u ﬂm Princo’s absence to the nex
Dr. Conneau, whose schemes involved his nlvu
entenced to three months’ imprison-
in lu six months. The commandant
ab a0 srte ed, but upon trial acquitted,
Toudon again received an imperial rofugee.
Residenco in ogland, however, was, at best,
but a secondary UJJ«.C‘. and the more important
one was defeated. ~ The Austrian ambassador at
London, Count Dietrichstein, refused to sign his |
passport to the Ltalian States; and tho Comte do
1. Leu died in July of the same year, unch ama
by tha pm-mm of his son. T enuity
foun s to cseape from a partisoned prison
|nhhuw and the boldness whic xmul those
means into effeet, failed either o dizcover or to |
ursue a path mmuu. a frce vuunlry to the
Elu!m"! of a father’s death-bed
We turn to 'mn\lu:r chapter in thi
1ife
having been ai

22d of Feb
ppumud by members of the Op:
osition for nm cclebration of a grand Reform
E:n\qucl in m the preceding evening a
pmclnmauun was issued by the Profect of Polico
forbidding it. The Reformers succumbed.—
Notices were issued postponing the banquet, and
a revolution was cclebrated instead. Barricades
were thrown up, the National Guard, fmer
with the people, decided the event, as a on
of force, and in, three days the king had lled and
France wae a_republic. rovisional Govern-
ment was established on the 23d, and the new
order of government formally declared in the
Place de la Bastille on the 27th of February.
To the Bonaparte family these events were, of
course, of the utmost ortance. Their pro-
seription was now virt lly abrogated, and seve-
ral members of the fa; returned immediately
1o Parie 10 do homage 10 the republic. Of these
Louis Napoleon was not the last nor the lea
lny-l. On the 28th, he addressed a very patri
leiter to the pro
s return from exile, “to range mysell under
the flag of the republic you have just proclaimed.
Without any ambition but that of serving my
country, I come to announce my arrival to the
members of the provisio Government, and to
assure them of my devotion to the cause they
represent, and of my personal sym| athy.””
ut upon thi protestations the Governmnet
Jooked with suspicion.  Fearful that his presence
in Paris would disturb the elections, by repre:
gentations more or less urgent, they persuaded
o Prince to 4“(1 France—at least, until tie

is momentous
11

&

£
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ie
oval Government, announcing

¥
e had passed the walls, |
| previous, seve

ed. Norwas this all;
precautions did net m.d |.m
in the Assemb! fe P
I8 Liits Negeisos alone,

ly o not, lhmr’

to ¢
family of the Emperor, from the rig 0

sbip.’ Thus polntsdly singled out, the e
lost no time in_ oddressivg a protest 1o the
members of the National As:cmbly,

The Deputies refused to listen 10 this commu-
nication, though letters from two Princes of the
rleans family, their more recent enemy, had

er.
An under-current of opinion now flowed mani-
fest, and soon flated the nephew of the Emperor
into a position beyond the reach of the Assemb!
ed creod |
ted, J..l‘
declined
Louis |

Bonapartism had long been the _eheris

Uuwh

of large masses of the people.
uumuhuu than one instal
b nominated at the previous leur-n
| Napolean was chosen by very larg
represent the several dep s of
(Paris), the Yonne, and R rarte Thrers
On Monday, the 12ih of Juue, as emly
clock, erowds collected in all the appre
[t aureal: A cubly, expecting that
Napoleon would that evening tako his s

\ux.c

s 12
ches to |
; ls)

generale and the m,pt were beaten, troops of
the line aud |' e

led out,
s it is in Paris,
ncai svernment,
warned by the thron ever
nings past had biwl Jf |11mn 5o, Boglhvatiai

this Kind,
been
Saturdy

o

|10 the Prefecture in a raszic made upon the
crowds there assembled. Paris and  tho sur-
rounding villages were ca

ccupied by troops
vy, and tnfantey 5 while the fort and ¢
cennes wero crovded with
and soldiers ofthe line.

and al-{ P

the very walls of the
imed by the |

though it was repeatedly

friends of the Prince that was not in l’.lm

they showed no disposition to disperse, but, bro:

ken into groups, vehemently debated the admis-
1

sion of the new Deputy into the Assombly.
Atlengih the Government dotermined (o op-
pose stong measures against the mob. A large

force, comprised of troops of the line, the Nati
G and the Gard: Mobile, with several
i 4 ioned round
bout 5 o'clock, re
br
formed a_junction |
Niiscusl GUoN A.\rmdy on the Placo
vept off’

cavalry aud
the I
| with the
de la Revolution, and in
the huge aseemblage that occu

of the bayonet, Having cleared the Pl
troop of dragoons advanced upon the Ruo Royal |
towards the Boulevaxds, driving the people before |
them, while a large lmdy of the Gardes Mobiles,

u

N
beating the pas de charge, moved rapidly along
the rues de Rivoli, Castiglione and la Paix, to the |
same point. A few shots were fired, but the |
people offered no resistance, shouting, however,
as they ran, * Vive PEmpereur?” * Vive Louis
Napoleon I”” with great determination and vigour.

Meanwhile the Chamber held its usual eitting,
But towards evening, news was brought, that the
soldiers were charging the people in all direc-
tions, the efleet of which to suspend the
sitting for atime. It was virtually re-opened by
M. de Lamartine, who, rushing into the tribune,
cried, “ Blood has been shed, shots have been
fired here at hand, and the ery is raised, ¢ Vive
PEmperent mpnleuns’ Alaw should at once

be passed to puta lhu"’ The proposi-

tion was met by ae nm . de Lamar-
tine then read a decree, ek e provi
dently prepared In.fumhnnd by the Cabinet, con-
firming the exclusion of Lo apoleon.

Though great accl:mllwn ensued upon the
reading of the deereo, it does not sppeat (o ha
been regularly voted before the members returaed
to business moro personalin & measure of con-
fidence against the Ministry.

The events of the following dav, however,
showed tha import t
In the morning,
nd nnrrunrv 10 meet the populice ag:
ated about the Natio Hixe

B

mujorities to | but theso events were «L:Jplm nt

vices, how | declining the honour.
were insuflicient 10 deter tho b Bt mont triumphaut o hio.

ry several times ch.xr!ed upon the [.cnph,
for then once, dispersed thom. Some
5 to erect barricades failed; but so de cM(«I
were the chanees of gencral tumult, that, upon
the meeting of the Chamber, oz of the’ Ques-
|mus wnpnml that the project of law relative to
.mns Napoleon should have immediate pre-
And now Loais Napoleon Bonaparte
ﬁm c\ hibited tha t talent for biding his
i seemed to be his greatest need in the
fhv uI small things.”  The electors of three

nuJ

| him, the people haviog risen to sq
10 sceept office, and the Assembly
popular willy o conce

LBt Bl et I|Llln‘c-s
| opposition to the electors, and the large portion
of the people who sided with them

Now arose the tumalis which o
ferring the chie

¢ trans-
“avaiguac ;
their first
Neither
of Cavaignae
fortunes.
wost unani-
of July, he
lent of

course to Louis Napoleon Bonaparte.
they nor the sudden
were found to affeet the progress of
The electors of Corsica had” now

mously chosen him, und on the 8th
addressed nnother letter to the new

| the Assembly ( x.~ third of the same character
| within a month) ting that e was propared

0 B2 i m'((l > safety of the
Republi el e now ap-

proach
evolved in thoi
i} of

there was I
| be excited to
3 nophe ;
Rl ede
ed, as he wa

in

© his

resolut

rned
Vot

is (degarimeat of tho Seiae) by 110,
for tho Jount, by otes; and for
Moselle, the Cliarento Tt feiairs ud Cotaion by

quent
nh (h\ubn, the Priv

much agit
of the left.

Con:
he

penred in the
and ook his
The reporters
had been
and Louis |
tive.

seat on llu. be
of the various
chosen then mounted
Naoleon was proc)
‘The 10th of Dece d for the Pre-
el Sl6 o end Tis |[n’mu immedi- |
ately afler issued an elaborate adiress to the
people.
B he elections took place in due ¢
Oth of Decembe if any
hitherto, and cons e doubt did exist, as to
the popularity of Bonapartist views, tho results
of that election were sufiicient to dispel them for
ever. Iiis vain, and serves no good purpose,
since it docs not serve the truth, to speal of hired
emissaries and propagandiste. No machinery of
that kind ever yet perverted, or ever can pervert
an unwilling peoplo into voling a ruler into
power by a majority &0 immense as declared in
favour of Louis Napoleon. Dy the free-will of
the people, he was undoubtedly elected. Ie
ceived nearly six millions of votes.
‘The yoar 1851 was inavgurated by the deepen-
ing infatuation of polmml parties, and, more
ominous yety the dismissal of General (Imngnr-
nier from the command of tho army of P
would be a matter of history, rather lhan iog
phy torecal the struggle for the revision of llll
Constitation,

Proclamations, posted on every wall by dawn
of morning on the 2d of December, evinced that
afluirs had changed. Troops filled the city beforo

s inhabitants were well awake; Generals
hangarnier, Cavaignae, Lamoriciere, Leflo, and
Bedean, with Colonel Charras, M. M. s,
Lagrange, and other Iy luential pmon-, but
numerous enough to Lo coanted by the sco
were arrested ; and the proclamations were post-
ed, the troops werc disposed, and every arrest
an two dark hours of a win-
morning. The people become broad awake,
deciared the eoup of the President to he vory
clever, .nd relume] to their business—for that
0p9, 100, W

ree on the

3

e,

mn "lllll were planted round the wall l‘nd the

nl-u «wiitation had been voted and tho law establish-

o
roturned m Illolr hxrmL

" if on y
|u fora in

The result was certainly
for

at the opening of the sitting of

doubt existed | ;.

The day did not Jase arer, lowever, without
protest. A large b of the members of the
Assembly hurried to (ake their scats upon the
st rumour of the coup d'etat, but found the doors
guarded by Chassears de  Vincennes.
wembers demanded admission, the so'diers e~
fused it at the points of their bayor The
representatives then retired to the mairie of the
tenth arroulissement, uhemlhr-y deereed Louis
Napaleon ty rived of eIl authority, enjoined
thie citizens 1o withold their obedience, and ‘called
upon the Hizh Court of Judicature to proceed
nst the President and bis_accomplices.
lecree was signed by nearly 250 representative
| But the attempt proved futile; for scaicely were
| the signatures all summed when a body of troops
r.\p,n.md at the door, and tha repiesentatives

| were called upon to disperse.  They refused to
‘du 0, but allowed thewmselves all to be taken to
: and in a fow duys wers conveyed, some
fortress of Moat Valerein, some to Maz:

ainder to \‘ unes. ‘Thue ended
and, unhappily, we
© A g that it de-
plrl A public life at all lamented.

Variows unimportant ecllisions had taken placo
in the courso of this day (tho
tin the promise of wischi
eomed on the morrow. ll is needless
1o Skiba.tls deTAIN S e carnage of this day
| —the etition of a_sickening tales
| Barrieades were ercoted at an esrly hour in every
lable or advantageous position throughout

85 ¢ these and those who defended
| them ( hiem, ag usaal, boys), full 30,00
men ”..-‘\ for hoars, with all the

t warlare.

xasperat 0 meicy was

of ) !
pe ‘l‘-“ NHJl.lmwn by the uuhl"rv. for tho “soldiery were
evour of u o

o |nssassinated at e
All this o
the_contest virtually
With ihe expatria
[nlm labours of Louis Napol
.md with the
n..,,p.m on to bis
i been the \\nlnl France.
1ed, con
pl.'u;vl«' 1 their various electoral distr
rejeet tho following ¢ plehescite;
rench peoplo wills the mo nco of Louil
Napoleon Bonaparte
him the powers necess:
im the basis of his proe
N

O

was extended to all
of age. The ballot took
| place on the 20th :qu 21st of December, and the
'mtu!l,, as offici announced, stood thus :—
Affirmative votes, 7,432,219 ; u.nnmm 610,737,
The suflrages of the army wero separately
computed, aud were, of course decidedlyaffirma-

2 ; not coof the votes of Algeria, which were
[\H)‘IVD\H’JML to the President’s pretensions. By
this plebescite Louis Napoleon was u.lumd
President for ten years,

Thie personal history of Louis Napoleon Bona~
parte is now summed up ina fow words, Re=
stored to more than his original authority, it soom
became apparent to all the world that it was only

means to the further aim—an aim kept constantly
hit from the beginning—the restoration of
the Empire. Foralong time, Louis Napoleom
played coyly about the subject. Apart from

motives of internal policy, the Empire was a
delicate subjeet to introduce into his foreign
relations; it long remained doubtful whether he
could have been acknowledged under such an
assumption by the other Continental Powers.
But by pallcncs. and prudence, and good fortune,
aII obstacles to his ambition were removed in the

ourse of a single year ; and, ratified by 8,000,000
nf vmn, the Empire was proclaimed, and
e

Tlle Marriage of the Emperor, the latest event
his life of any importance, must not be omitted
from this chronicle.

On the 22d of January, 1853, the Emperor
announced to the Senate his intention of taking
to himself the Countess Teba, a Spanish lady, of
noble, but not of Royal descent.

The civil ceremony was performed at the Tui-
lerios on the evening of Saturday, the <0tk of
January, and ratified by the Church oa the fol-
lowing day with great pomp.




