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A

Important Meeting

The exact purpose of Prime
Minister 'Macmillan’s visit to the
United States this week has not
been revealed. Mr. Macmillan has
spoken in general terms of “a dis-
cussion of world problems which are
of interest.to us both”: and Mr.
Eisenhower has said that the visit
“will provide an opportunity for
useful talks with an old and trusted
friend”. But we may be sure that
there is more to the meeting than
is revealed in either of these gen-
eralities.

As far as world problems in
general are copcerned, it would
seem that Foreign Secretary Lloyd,
who has been in the United States
for several days, and Secretary of
State Dulles could discuss them in
necessary detail; and as for ‘“old
and trusted friends” getting to-
gether for “useful talks”, this, of
course, is a very fine sentiment, but
hardly urgent enough to take Mr.
Macmillan to Washington at such
short notice. Usually, trips of this
Kind are announced weeks or even
months in advance. This one was
announced only a few days ahead.

It may be that the Middle East
crisis, especially that part of it
which directly involves Turkey and
Syria, is more serious than reports
have made it out to be. The British
intelligence service in that part of
the world is particularly well in-
formed, and it is possible that the
British have information about
Soviet intentions which the Ameri-
cans lack; or, to put it another way,
it is possible that President Eisen-
hower is taking the situation too
nonchalantly to suit Mr. Macmillan
who remembers that American re-
fusal to face the facts in the Suez
crisis led to some extremely irrita-
ting complications.

On the other hand, it is possible
that the hurried visit is more closely
related to British - American co-
operation in general and especially
in the scientific field than to any
specific political problem. It is
known that Russia’s launching of
an earth satellite and an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile (which

. Russian newspapers say is now ad-

ded to military equipment) has
caused a great deal of concern in
both Britain and the United States.
Perhaps Mr. Macmillan is in pos-
session of some British secret along
this line which he feels he must dis-
close to the President in persdn; or,
it may be that he feels that British.
American unity in this important
field is not g strong as it must be
if the Russians are not to be allowed
to advance to world superiority in
even more destructive weapons and
in scientific progress. Whatever the
real purpose of the visit, it is clearly
a very pressing one.

Another Border Crisis

The dispute between Syria and
Turkey, now grown to proportions
threatening world peace, goes back
nearly two decades. Shortly before
France gave up its mandate over
Syria in 1939, a strip of territory
covering nearly half the country’s
Mediterranean coast line was ceded
to Turkey. The territory, the San-
jak of Alexandretta, has been
claimed by Syria ever since and

Minister Diefenbaker in reply to a
proposal by Hon. Lester Pearson
for urging immediate action.

necessary, there would be precedent
for it in the Egyptian-Israeli fracas,
and the experience gained in the
last year in the Middle East crisis
should: be of value in mobilizing the
force. If Russia's fears are real and
not simulated for political ends, this
is a course 'that should appeal to
thes Soviet rulers.

Declaration Of Conscience

More than 100 prominent per-
sons from varlous parts of the free
world have sponsored what ‘they
call a “Declaration of Conscience”
which calls for a day of protest
against the racial policy of South
Africa. The day selected is. Dec. 10,
which marks the 9th anniversary
of the adoption by the General As-
sembly of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, The chairman of
the international committee is Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, widow of the
late President,

What good the protest will do+s
questionable, so far as any effect of
the Government of South Africa is
concerned. -But at least it will serve
to focus attention on a state of af-
fairs which is doing the free world
in general and the Commonwealth
in particular much harm. On the
continent of Africa itself, where
racial tensions are building up to a
point of great danger, it may serve
as a calming influence.

Many prominent Americans are
in the sponsoring group. This may
be construed in some quarters as
an instance of “the pot calling the
kettle black”. There is this to be
said, however: While treatment
handed out to the Negroes in many
parts of Ithe Southern United States
is quite as. unjust as it is in South
Africa, it is not condoned by the
United States Government. In
South Africa, on the other hand, it
is primarily’ a matter of official
Government policy.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Experts say that in all probabil-
ity commotions in a Quebec lake
come from an underground gas
spout”and not from a monster as
was generally believed. Why must
experts be always butting in on
people’s imaginative creations?
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The Communist leader Nikita
Khrushchev says that the Soviet
Union will probably send a rocket
to the moon some time this fall. If
he were to go with it and decide to
take up permanent residence, it
would be a good thing for the world.
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A new U.N. ruling requires the
American contribution to the Tech-
nical Assistance Program Fund for
1958 to be not more than 45 per
cent of the total. That's one thing
in U.N. affairs which U.S. Congress-

.men won't grumble about.
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It cost more than $2 billion to

“develop the first atomic bomb, Ex-

perts say that it will take twice as
much to develop a workablé ballistic

‘ership convention slated for mid-
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Shipping Company Subsidy

By Patrick

Ottawa: Subsidies paid by the
Liberal Government to a west
coast shipping company are un-
der the microscope.

The Conservative Government
is examining the reasons behind
payments to Union Steamships
Limited, which for some years
have amounted to $325,000 per
year, and just before this year's
general election were boosted by
an additional $237,000,

Prominent in the affairs of that
company is Stanley Stewart Mec-
Keen, a Liberal Senator from
v r, who is president and
shareholder of the He is

Nicholson

servative M.P. for Vancouver-
Quadra, questioned Finance Min+
ister. Walter Harris, Mr. Harrls
said in effect that no other ship-
ping line could provide the ser-
vice offered by Union Steam-

Shipping officials on the west
coast however were quick to note
this  column’s reference to the
case, and  hastened to forward
their support of this column's
questioning of the validity of both
of Mr, Harris's arguments.
QUESTION FREIGHT RATES

also known here as the man who
for long and with notable suc-
cess has been the raiser of cam-
paign funds for the Liberal Par-
ty in British Columbia, ,

This huge subsidy was voted
to Union Steamships Limited af-
ter a very superficial three-min-
ute discussion in Parliament last
Spring, when Howard Green, Con-

the points which the
government enquiry will cover
is the important principle of sub-
sidising one out of or more
competitive private inesses.
As far as I have been able to as-
certain, Union Steamships Limi-
ted carries freight and passes-
gers between Vancouver and a
number - of points: on the north
mainland coast and the islands

Grand Strategy At

Arthur Blakeny in the Montreal

There's election talk on Parlia-
ment Hill. And it doesn't con-
cern an election six or seven
months removed, |

The feeling in Liberal quar- |
ters is that Prime Minister John |
Diefenbaker, having prbduced an |
election manifesto in the form of |
an attractive-looking Speech.from |
the Throne, is now ready to press
for dissolution of this 23rd Parlia-
ment and a new general elec-
tion at the first available oppor-
tunity.

And the Liberals, with a lead-

January, are working desperate-
ly to avoid handing him an op-
portunity or, for that matter, a
pale imitation of one.

This — and nothing else — ex-
plains the curious strategy un-
veiled by the retiring Liberal
ledder, Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laur-
ent when he entered the Throne
Speech debate on Wednesday.

The official Opposition, h said,
would not move its own amend-

ment in the debate, expressing'| bl

lack of confidence in the Conser-
vative Government,

Now, he added, would the Lib-
erals vote for any other want-
of-confidence motion introduced
by any other party or individual,
no matter how these might be
tailored to square with Liberal
policy. He thus ruled out Liberal
support for any want-of-<confi-
dence motion on a sight-unseen
basis,

HEAVY IRONY

This curious course caused a
prominent CCF Parliamentarian
to observe with heavy irony!

‘“What would the Liberals

i

Ottawa
Gavette

done had we moved that the fol-
lowing sentence be added to the
address: ‘“This House is of the
opinion that the former ministry
of the Rt. Hon. Louis St.. Laurent
should still constitute Your Ma-
Jesty's advisors.” Would they
(the Liberals) have voted against
that one?"

This interesting dilemma won't
however, confront the Liberals.
No such want-of-confidence mo-
tion has been moved. Nor is any
other oppisition group in the
Commons likely to move it.

Mr. Diefenbaker lost no time
in deriding the Liberals for a
retreat from a decisive vote
which, he said, stemmed from
“the most defeatist attitude that
any party could take in the cir-
cumstances.”

INDICATIONS

There are indications that some
of the more aggressive Liberals
were inclined to agree with this
assessment — that they found
the retreat s ly lat

- | the points which should be care-

- | this subsidy.

But whether the route is to Hain
es and Stewart in the far north;
to the Queen Charlotte Islands,
or to the northerm tip of Van-
couver Island, one or more other

t hip lines app tly d
licate the service. However, Un-
ion appeared some months ago to
be the only line sailing to Bella
Coola,

George Hahn, Social Credit M
P. for New Westminster, has for
some time been taking a close in-
terest in this disbursen.ent of
the taxpayers’ money. One of

fully examined, he belie es, is
the schedule of freight rates and
passenger fares charged by Un-
ion and by competing lines. Ano-
ther is the degree to which Union
distributes complimentary pass-
enger passes. Another is the scale
of wages paid by Union and by
othr shipping lines. Mr. Hahn
evidently is asking the basic
question: does this government
subsidy permit

company to its compet-
itive position against its rivals?
REPAYMENT OF CAPITAL

It is not pmghlhﬁlﬂdj

ready cash that Union Steam-
ships Limited came to apply for
For last year a
stock dividend. of redeemable pre-
ference shares was paid off, at
a cost of ;x,mm.:s (t:nﬁe eom-h
pany, thus pu sum
cash in the shareholders’ pock-
ets, In the past three years a
total of $1,212,000 has been taken
out of the taxpayers’ pockets to
be paid to the company in sub-
gy~ il gov-
e enquiry by new
ernment is indeed timely. If
there are valid grounds for the
pment of this the

ot 1

minds of the taxpayers’ n'nd of
their parliamentary watchdogs
such as Mr. Hahn will be set at

rest. If l&:ﬂn aré not vd‘s
grounds, presumably
subsidy will be halted and the

saving will go towards a welcome
reduction In our taxes.

ty ‘close.

finger.
Now take a wrist watch or poe-
ket watch l’wy:ur left hand. Hold
: toward you, Then

the watéh toward
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you'll find that waile
the watch and eas-
it as such, long before
our finger, you'1 have
reading the numer-
dial until it is direct-
in line with the finger,
As you can readly see, each of
two types‘of vision has dis-
advantages,  Without
- ahead visio n you
be able to read, do any
fine.or close -up work
and you wouldn't be able to see
clearly at a distance.
So protect both types by hav-
ing' frequent eye examinations,
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up- | See your eye doctor at least ev-

ery two years,
QUESTION AND ANSWER
MJR.: I am a woman
years old and have had one kid-
ney removed. The doctors tell me
my other kidney is perfect. Is
there any reason why I cannot
work?
Answer: If your other kidney
is functioning normally, there is
no reason why you cannot work,

The Age Old Story

I am thy shield, and thy ex-
great reward,

FOREST FLOOR

mv_o ug towers the majesty,

ever upward thrust of tree
and tree and tree

To the last new leaf that opens
in the sky.

But here, where we lie

Among the ferns and grasses,

Is the comfort of a lesser space,

The ant's great World is what we |

measure by,

i of
yesterday. He explained that the | Chico, Cal. And, she contends, it
shortage .was one mainly of lack | is in better tune than either her
of coal cars to transport the coal | piano another organ in hef’
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We watch him on his wide at (i

fairs. He passes

The pebble precipice and climbs |}

The withered twigs that lie
Like a mountain range athwart
his way,

This is a gentle place,

A place apart from the harsh- |.

. Dhess of the times,

A place where the grateful mind

g f“.y that d

rom that deep empti-
there

It is pointed out that in the fall Bess

session of 1040, Mr. Drew, then | eYo0d the tree (ops— the un-
Leader of the Opposition, That resches to the rockels’ sif
ced that no amendment t.l is’ stra-

expres-
sing lack of confidence in the Li- |
ber

'al Government would be mov-
ed. But it isn't a very good
parallel. In the fall of 1949, the
Liber:;

e.
The Liberals’ backroom boys,
however, are equally certain that
by the device they Mn staved

was a foregone

off a disast m
a more opportune moment
spring when, according to their
calculations, economic conditions
will be less favorable to the
new Government. '

conclusion and the vote itself
could be with some jus-
tice as a waste of time.
NOT BINDING

Further, Mr, Drew did not on
that occasion bind his party not
to support any other such mo-
tions, however these might be

Stubborn Butterflies

National Geographic Seclety

Bulterflies, for all their fragil-
ity, can be stubborn as mules.
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She finds that ‘
and movement are

:
fieic;

ve
l&‘ n’t outnumber the rest of

ouse by 190 votes to 72 (as
did Liberals in that fall of
1049), it lacks an over-all ma-
Jority of any kind, however pre-
carious. be defeated ot
al non-Government
l(..‘. vote together fo

inter -
mf-m&“ﬁ
groups don't

o

osphere,

There is soothing here

In the shallow - sifted sunlight
and the grass

Through which the earth-bound
creatures pass:

And we, the kindred of them all,
can be

Contented and secure at the base
of a tree,

—Roland English Hartl
ln'lln Christian Science Monlw.r’

OUR YESTERDAYS
From The Guardian Files
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(Oct. 22, 1932)

Air mail service, eancellation

7% | of the service of the S, §. Hoche.

laga during the month of Novem-
ber, the matter of freight rates
bétween Charlottetown and 8¢,
John's, Newfoundland, were a
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Montreal ..... 4 hrs. 5 mins

Via Maritime Central Alrways _
Dep. Charlottetown 11:00 a.m.
Connect with TCA at Moncton
Only $41.70 one-way total fare.

Also eonnecltlonl in Halifax for .

Boston.

\

For Information or reservations see Mprton
Dew Lid., 181 Queen Street, Phone 8541, or

TCA Offices in Moncton and Halifax,

PATCH




