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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
Moxay, February 13.

Houss in Coxuirriz on the Apprsss in reply

to His Excauaxcy's Sekscu at the opening of the
Session :

Mr. Wiaaruax in the Chair.
(Debate continued from Haszard’s Gazette, No. 116.)

Hon. Mr. PaLuen.—To returt to the questio;
His Excellency says it occured to that hi
acceding to the request of the Requisitionsits
would have been wnmued into an admission, on
his part, that arisen demanding an
immediate ehange. w.n in whatever light the
request to summon the Legislatore at an earlier

riod than useal, may have buen viewed, by His

xcellency, it was_eertainly nover the intention

Ru{l:nho w much soever they
have been convinced of the propriety, if
not the necessity, of such a step ; and whatever
may have been their opinions concerning the
working of the present system of government—
to entrap His Excellency into oy such admis-
sion as that which it oceurred to him would be

omed the reason for his acquiescence, had he

mplied with the Ke:} sition. His convenin,

the. gislature according to the stion of
the Requisition, could not, however, in my
opi;m&,

o o posi
oplhlot” saneerafng! X sl obieet; "B A
consideration of which they wished the Iagis—
lnture to be summoned at an earl On
tho contraey, it was loarly stated ﬁ', them, in

e Reguisltion, that they mercly dosved to
el question, whic]

‘been_raised
aiuunget’ $he bedfild; sonoerhifg'the Depart-
mental discussed

System, to bo fully and fairly
by the Assembly. But the Requisition did not
stop there: it bosides stated that thero were
various other matters, although it did not par-
ticularizo them, (o fho duo ‘consideration of

seeking, by consiitational means, to Temove i, it | majority, every petition from. the
o o | which was couohed in

was an audacity of which he certainly

ashamed. A new Gover
trusted on the eve of tion ; and.
considered the publie principles and qualific
of those who would, in all ploblbllnv, constitute
it, he could have no doubt that, heir

ent and guidance, public mea m and public
affairs would soou assume such a complexion, and
be placed in such a state, as would afford the best
assurances for the future well-being and content-
edness of the people; and, should they ever be
supplanted by, or fall before those whom they had
already overthrown, and whose places they were
about to fill, he felt nluﬂml they would yet have
the satisfaction of being able 1o lay their hands
upon hearts, and say, on their retirement
from power, that they had done their duty to their
unnuilnenl-. as well as to themselves.
Mr. Lorp.—The amendment

by the hot) o1 1arnes mesgbor ot Chdrie
town (Mr. Palmer,) was nothing but mere un-
sion—a complete giviog of the go-by to the
question. What did the fifteen say in the Re-
quisition? They said that they wanted to bring
abouta change, through a subversion of the
Departmental System, by legal enactment. 1f

was, however.
h

ment of the hon. and learned member was in-
tentionally worded in so evusive a manner as to
allow the' Requisitionists some way of escape
from the emergency which they saw was about
to embarrass them. He supposed the hon. and
learned member had been- the first to sign the
Requisition. [ No! It was Mr. Douso,” from
some hon. member.] Well, that mightbe ; for

it was nothing unusual for him (Mr. Douso) to
commit o blunder. But, whoever was the first
to sign, the Requisition was, he supposed; in-
tended to sot forth sentiments in which the
wholo fifteen cordially agreed. Their avowed
purpose was the destruction of the Depart-

tenantry,
oge, and

to be

Mr. hon. member for e
Third District of Prince Cou

Lord) has boasted pretty m.l, of ot b
supposes himself to Tn conjunction
VO o o the good of this, bis native
country. And he has also exnlﬁngly indul

iu the triuiaph to himself and. his party, which
ho anticipstes will be accomplished for -them,

ove ther political opganents, 88 soon as the
new Franchise Bill ‘Yo t into gotual
operation, by the many yond: al and noblo-

minded natives of the Colony, a
them, on whom that measure
peculiar_priviloge of freemen—a_voice in
choice of the people’s representatives in parlia-
ment. I am not, I feel confident, one whit
behind that hon. member in his desire to clevate
and henefit the people of this, his native country
and mine ; and, I trust, the whole tenor of my
political lifo has already, and will, in fature,

rd sufficient evidence of my anxioty to
advance it best interast, physical, moral, and

politcal. Tndoed, [balieto that e f
ofcountey is to bo depended upon i
of I parties, we, tho m.,omy, “ail

oututny our oppontats, in our care for and

and in our ,m ey epoarit
individual oatives, us far as the mumber of
natives on our side of the House exceeds

on theirs. adoec, T beliore, s s i
that the natives of the wll have constitul tl
majority on this sdo of the House.  The patel

otism _of the hon. member (Mr. Lord)
mot disputo; but if wo look to the pmmp.l

mental Sratem, by legal e sum-

which, it was th
The atiention of the Logilature ought fo bs

directed as early as possiblo. Amongst these,
was tho shamoful neglect of the Rond-ser-
vice, as had been wll represented by the

hon. member for the First District of Prince
County, (Mr. Yeo): and that, with me, is
not the least. Another most lmporhnl sub-

‘was the contemplated withdrawnl of the 'r
out of which would arise seversl quest
which, as intimately zm the public inte-
rests, undoubtedl the early and
an isel odemiderslioivot the poople’s reprosen-
tatives in pulumm. I am of opinion that
they who advised a non-compliance with the
Requisition, were not, by any meaas, inllaenced
by a regard for the public weal; but, on the
contrary, solely by u desire to protect them-
sclves, and retain, as long as possible, the advan-
tageous position which they undeservedly occupi-
ed. Instead of the paragraph which has just been
submitted, I will move that what I am now about
to read be substituted for it. [The hon. and learn-
-d ‘member then read his

moning of But the evasive
umendmenc, so far 2a 1t gave any intimation of
a purposo at all. mdlcl(ed nothing but a prede-
termination, on the part of the hon. and learned
member who had moved it, and his friends, to
take that courso, with respect to the System
which they had 'so strongly denounced, which
should appear to them most likely to give them
possession of that power which they had, long,
most eagerly covoted. It was very true, as had
been, openly cnough admittod by iho hon. mem-
ber for Be fast, 511' . Douse,) ‘the object which
the majority had in view, was not the subver-
sion of the Constitution, but the overthrow of
the Government,—not, indeed, on account of
any evils which had arisen from their working
or earrying out of the Departmental System ;
but merely that their opponents might lave an
opportunity of elov-lmg themselyes, as it were,
upon their ruins. It might, indeed, be true
enough that instances of individual private im-
pmgnety of conduct, on the part of inferior
public officers who had been appointed by the
Launt Government, could be pointed out. But,
fore indul; such as had

proposed

hich Jn the sccsnd paragraph of Address am pre.
sented 1o His Excellncy; and alady publihed
in all the papers.] We wish to shew that w
kad ho dosire 10 ntacfers’ withi (b6  perogative of
the Crown ; and that our only aim was fully to
discharge our duty as of the peo-

s

fllo trom e ips of tho hon. member for Bel-
fast, (Mr. Douse,) it would, perhaps, have been
woll had the lowgioutinned misconsiust of &
certain individual, long scroened and protected
by the old tory pmy, been kept in ind ; as

ple. We wish to shew why we thought it would
b expedient to make an early call of the Le
tare. His Excellency called upon the He

s to state in detail what were the other
besides the question concerning the De-
tal System, which they thought required
rly attention ofthe Legislature ; but, as His

T) xcellency had
an undoubted right to exercise m. prexogative of
the Crown with respect to the summoning of the
Legislature; and they were unwilling to appear
to dispute it.

Hon Mr. WaeLay.—The mode in which the
hon. member (Mr. P-lmr) has treated the ques-
tion, and his proposed amendment, amount to no-
thing but mere evasion of “diffioultiss which he'is

1o face.

Mr. ‘Macaviay.—In rising to second the a-
mendment, proposed by 1 tho’ low, (i Debrnod
member for Charlottetown, he did not intend to
engross much umn. bul. in_representing a free,

constituency Thoee integrity and mdlp:ndenca,
not all the power of the Government had

able to eorrapt or subdue—he felt it 1o be his duly
1o advert distinetly to the reasons which had indnced
him 1o sign the Requisition which was the subject
of the paragraph and smendment under consider-
ation. Wh- e aod his constituents considered
10 be a nd an ovil of llll ﬂnt mlgniludc—
in the pmem working of wl alled the
Responsible System, was nhn |ho uhnmemny
representatives of the
their own benefit, to fill uffices created for the

look for-
ward to the time when they e might be-
come the recipients of t es of corruption,
believe , a8 n was

lséed ou o tho resch of
urity the people conld
o sd-lny "of thle Tepesseniatives, wis
the exclusion of the holders of ceriui
seats in the Assembly. The

experience, inde
D.p-nmnnl
nd—had been quite’
to shew, that, when & man was s0 circumstanced,
v seapeck 1o (wo ¢onfieting obligutens, thit
one, would involve a neglet
goserallynwhatover con
per 10 the ecnirary—incline to
the dischuigs ity would most directly
iond to hle worldly o pecunidry benefi. 'The
stem, a8 here existiog, he held

wu--?'v'v‘..'n::"

rious bindit T the
ima sood 1 the Bepiet Chapely

ta be an evil mast dangerous to, the purity of the
6| T:;Iy ; and, nnnqmlly, most dangerous to
o
pmnd-d 0 m k tl
in pointing out that evil to

if there wn—u

el Evelney abh

it might, perhaps, bave
imposed a prndcnt nnd mﬁmry silence, with
respect to such accidental misconduct, on the
B of a public officer, as that hon. member
d spoken of with so much severity. When,
however, the enemics of the Government bring
forth such potty charges or accidental miscon-
duct, and seek to magnify them into misde-
meariors of the highest and most alarming con-
soquence, it affords an indirect proof of the great
dearth of all official offences or misconduct of
real moment, by the urging of which to impeach
and condemn the Government. With my hand
upon my heart, (continued the hon. member,)
as my friend Mr. McEachen has said, I ca
solemnly affirm that, both in my capacity of 8
representativo of the people in this House, and
as o member of the Execative, I have done my
best for my native country. And, with refer-
enco tomy colleagues in ‘the Government, as
well as tl{ the Dupnrlmunhl Officers, 1 dare
fearlossly ask, have they not acquitted them-
selvos of the high tras yeposed in them, in the
most honorable manner,—and, in a word, dis-
charged all their dutios in the most unexcep-
tionablo manner! Can a single instance of
peculation bo brought aginst any of the public
1 one. Their conduct has been
“lossly watohed by unfriendly ees; but their
official conduct has been unimpeachable. I am
one of those who have labored for my native
$ d dny reward, I find in the success
of the £ my colleagnes and myself. By
our égsitiogs we Bive secsved Responsible Go-
vernment to the Colony,—I say secured, for
although its destruction is now threatened by
those who stand opposed to us, the Imperial
Government will never consent to its overthrow.
And, besides, b{mlr legislation, we have ex-
tonded the elective franchiso to many of the
outhful and noble-minded ives of ‘this Co-
ony, from whom it was unjustly withheld. - OF
the share I bad in the promoting of this enact-
ment, [ am truly proud ; and, although I know
the present majority in this House will carry
their vote of want of confidence in the present
Administration, I say, let them take heed and
beware, lest sooner ‘han they expect they may,
on the hustings, have to give an account of their
brief stowardship, and to face those, as electors,
from whom they unjustly strove to withhold the
elective priviloge of freomen. The hon. mem-
ber then coneluded by adverting to the charges
which had boon pesie ferred against somo hon.
mmbwn ove hon. member in particular,
charaoter thom o8 also, base, and unfound:
o8 "o Uonigt that Ay Bon, Sember Gf b
patty had deluded, or attempted to deludo the
tenantry. Noither he nor any of the hon. mem-
bers with whom he co-operated, had, (he said,)
80 far as lnl knowlodgl extended, ever encour-
:ﬁml the _tel to hope for anything, in
eietion of Ihcle burthens, to which they
were not justly entitled—and never in any other
way, than by fair and_constitutional means.
In the last House, in which his party was in &

sl fel having e
his_power or influence to adven
native merit. It was one of the chiof charges
brought against the Government, under the old
regimo, that the merit of natives was overlooked
and dospised; and that sizangers woro proferred
before them, But, now that
b

and in operation for four years, where are the
evidences o greate liberality, bud of a hi
appreciation of the merits of natives than
bolore, on the part of tho Government, 4o be

und i They who consttuts th prosent o
véraineut haye sigled themmin rals,”
but, of their liberality, noproots
forward, except thelr |

s it respectsnative
the_chief ofiices in the Colony for evidences of
their rogard for native merit,we find instead,that
the first and best salaried offices have all been
conferred on strangers. What is the Colonial
Secrotary !—What the Attorney General '—
What the Treasurer!—What K. Registrar t
There is not one of them a native. resent
leader on the Government side of the Houn

(Hon. Mr. Whelan) has loudly trumpeted the
raises of the Government and their prt{
¢ has boasted of the amount exhibited in

favor of tho country by the balance—sheet, as
if their public services ndprod uced it ; where-
as itis merely the fruit of accident. If the
colony had boen under the government of the
ar o perity would bave been
g bt v proceeded from causes
which no Government could either have induced
nor controlled. It had, indeed, been, in a
eat measure, fortuitous—the result of am
Sheidemtiias o glovious: socleutifoeSheatis
and they had made the most of it. Famine
lisd_gone by, good orops had incredsed, vask

discoverios of gold had given an unexam)
stimulus to mﬁa the demand for shipping
result of

nover been 8 groat bofore,; and the
all had been goneral prosperity. Glad, indeed,
would the hon. member (Mr. Whelan) be,

could he succeed in persuading the rroi g
the_country, that all these improvements, and
their general result, had proceeded from the
wise direction and superior statesmanship of
himself and his associates ; for, could he so far
succeed in g the public mind m
Ing the Teal csums of public pros
might yot, perhaps, retin his PE700 or £sou
a year, which now trembled in the balance. It
was a froquent boast of the late government
leader, that d no private ends to
serve, and that he was, and would al-
ways continue, satisfied, 8o long as the major-
ity'in the Assembly were allowedjto rule, and
tho general scope of legislative and executive
action should be such as that majority dictated
or approved. A very different spirit, bowever,
seems to animate the hon. member who hu
now succeeded to tho leadership, as well as to
worern the whols party ; for, although already
twice dofented—although they are fully convin-
ced that they are, and must remain the minority
in the present House, thoy still ulmgh nuu
places with the tenacity of irritated ca
they possessed the spirit and feeling or mn,
they would wl\un defoated on the election of
have tendered their re tions to
eedless

it
delay. That they owever,
on oceurronco to be wondered at; for they
have been traitors to lheh’ own ot
introduction of the Responsible s,n.m. the
Hoo. Mr. Colos stated that, in carrying it out,
it would be necessary that one or

Crown Law offcers should have seats o ihe
Legislaturo; that one of them, at any rate,
should ropresent o constituency, and have a
soat i the Assombly.  Well, how have they re-

ted this mmmj At 'the Inte election,
tu Goverment sent down umr Attorney Gen-
mwn, candidate for the

suffrages e elec extended to him
all tho support wblch hey oould, in uny way,
command. ho electors, though fow in
SEbee drv datscimbnodnspiad oy aro, in-
deed, second to no constituency in the Colony,

on the score of i dence, integrity, and in-
telligence ;—and Govm-on candidate,
unablo—al lthongh aided by the ‘which
wprings the passession of place powery



