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SINNITWE PUT TRUS

Pioneer Days In P.E.1.

By F. H. MacArthur

“Believe # or not,” but flour
was once ground in this Province
on curious little hand-mills which
could be carried about from home
to home. This pioneer mill consist-
ed of‘ two_stopes pounding or rub-

JERRY BECOMES ANXIOUS

Those succeed who look ahead.
Those who fail look back instead.
—Old Mother Nature.

Jerry Muskrat was  uneasy.
“What is the matter with you
Jerry?"” demanded Mrs. Jerry.

“Nothing!"" replied Jerry. ‘‘Just
nothing at all.”

“Then why are you so uneasy?
Since you finished that landing
place over at the edge of the rushes
you've acted queerly. You don't
seem to know what to do with
yourself,” said Mrs. Jerry in her
high squeaky voice.

1 am beginning to be a little |
anxious,” confessed Jerry. |

“You mean you are worried. Now
what in the world are you worrying
about?”’ squeaked Mrs. Jerry.

“The weather,” replied Jerry.

“Haven't you lived long enough,
Jerry Muskrat, to know there is
no use in worrying about the
weather? If vou must worry, worry
abeut something you can do some-
ting about. You can't do anything

about the weather. Nobody can. So |
you may just as well forget about !
it,"" Mrs. Jerry spoke rather sharp-
Iy

“You are both right and wrong,
my dear,” replied Jerry. “It is
true that T can do nothing about
the weather itself, but 1 can do
something ahout being ready for
what the weather ahead may be.
The puzzling thing to know is what
we should do. It all depends on the
weather. My dear, do you realize

it hasn't rained for days and
days?"’

“Of course T do. What a foolish
question!” squeaked Mrs. Jerry. |

She sounded out of patience. “Just

“I am beginning to be a little
anxious,” confessed Jerry.

“I guess you haven’t been notic-
ing things,” said Jerry.

“What things”'’ snapped Mrs.
Jerry. She was beginning to be a
bit cross.

“How much smaller the Smiling
Pool is than it was, for one thing,”
squeaked Jerry.

“What if it is? It is sull big
enough,’’ replied Mrs. Jerry.

Jerry nodded. ‘‘True. Very true,
my dear,” said he. “But if it gets
much smaller we'll be in trouble.
Listen!"

Mrs. Jerry pricked up her small
ears. ‘‘What shall I listen to?"’ she
asked.

“Listen to Laughing Brook,” re
plied Jerry. .

Mhs. Jerry gave Jerry a queer
look. ‘“‘How can one listen to
something they can’t hear?” she
demanded.

“Just so. You can't hear Laughing
Brook laughing because it

|

isn’t |

b , worked by hand, and
grinding at one operation enough
wheat to last a family for a single

day.

The first mill of this kind is
supposed to have been made by
Peter McNair, a Scotch shepherd
who brought his wife and family
to Prince Edward Island to settle
in Belfast.

The grain was placed on the flat
surface of the upper stone and pas-
sed te the lower stone through a
large eye, near the spot where the |
spindle worked. Through this eye!

another, if degired.

The neighbors usually
their grain to Peter's however.!
When the day's work was ended
and lingering shadows stretched
across the pioneer homes, the big
Highlanders appeared each with a
little sack of grain in his hand.
Each in turn had his grist turned
into course meal while current ev-
ents were discussed. Then they
went home with enough flour for|
a week's bread.

The process of grinding worked
something like this: Once the grain,
passed from the upper stone to the !
lower stone, the miller took hold
of the spindle and turned it so as
to cause the stone to rotate. By

|

Y

this process of grinding, the grain
made its way from the centre and

poured out in the state of flour near
the rim.

These milling stones are still
used in remote parts of Ireland
and Orkneys and Shetlands. l

With such primitive implements
of milling flour, one can readily
see that milling was at first a dom-
estic industry. The millstones were
part of a family’s furnishings and
the ancient law forbade anyone tak-

because it hasn't rained for days | laughing. There isn't water enough | ing them for debt. ‘“No man shall

and days, is no reason for thinking
it won't rain by and by.”
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there?”” concluded Jerry.

replied Mrs. Jerry.

plied Jerry.

“‘Of course I see it What of #?" |

in it. Unless we have rain soon it |take the upper or the nether mill-
may dry up altogether. There isn't | stone to pledge: for he taketh a|
a cloud in sight, and I don’t like man's life to pledge.”

it. I don’t like it one bit. Do you see | Not much flour could be turned
that new landing place I built over ' cut on these primitive implements

| worked by hand.
Later came the
powered by animals. This was a|

i
rotating mill

“If the water goes down much vast improvement over the hsnd-“
more it won’t be of any use,”” re- operated mill. Here the stones were

| perfectly flat and the grinding sur- |
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faces chiseled into narrow grooves
that did the actual grinding, while
the meal worked its way along the
grooves to the outer edges of the
stone, This type of flour-mill was
used by the ancient Romans. How-
ever in about 100 B.C. the Romans
used water power which opened up
a new. era in the milling industry,
though no further progress was
made till the eighteenth century

Until the modern roller mills
came inte being Island folk knew
nothing about the fine quality flour
which we find in our homes today.
Gradually the old sténes gave way
to the new metal rollers and grist
mills driven by water - power,
sprang up on every stream in the
Island.

0 . The first pair of rollers did notf~
a hand-spike could be driven and completely crush the entire grainj
the mill carried from one farm to as the revolving stones had done, 1

but split the kernel into small

| pieces containing the valuable el
brought l ements of the cereals, and separ-*

ated the bran. Each pair of roll-
ers carried the process a step
farther until, finally, the whole
was divided into middlings, shorts
bran and flour.

Those were the days when the
farmer raised his own wheat, had

his own flour for his family, andk
for his}'
livestock. Incidentally, not many off

the middlings and bran

the old grist mills are in operation
now, becausec we no longer grow
wheat. The flour mill was an inter-

esting place to see with its creak-

endless miles of belts. Then, too,
there were the seperators, the ele-
vators, the screening sieves and
the huge grain bins that fed the
hungry mice. Ever since wheat has
been grown and flowr milled bread
has been a human necessity - the
‘-ulf of life.
So far as I could gather no Peter
' McNair miMs exist today, Gone too
lare most of the roller mills where
dfarmers gathered and talked while
iythe busy old waterwheel turned the
machinery that ground the golden
grains into delicious flour,
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CHANCE FOR A “TOP”

A CERTAIN South had a fine
chance for “top on the board” in
| the deal below, but he slipped.
The hand occurred in an import.
ant pair tournament,
East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

AATS

WAG4

®K758

»QJ10
| 4Q52 aK6
9873 N PKQ105
¢J964 |W E[ ¢AQ108
SA83 2

$72

4109743
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hK9654

This wes the bidding ot the
table in referonce:

East  South West North
1y 14 Pass  1NT
2¢ Pass Pass 24
Pass Pass 3¢ Dbla
Pass 8 ¢ (final bidy

Obviously, South's spade over-
oall of one heart was extremely
weak but the vulnerability ‘econ-
ditions favored this action. Apro-
pos, North deserved credit for
grasping the situation and giv-
ing his partner so much “leeway.”

West opened the heart eight.
This was ducked in dummy, and

when East put up the queen,
South dropped the nine to give
the impression of a doubleton.
East shifted to his top elub, and
West co-operated by ducking the
trick.

I was vital for South 10 estebd.
lish the club suit, even at the ex-

dummy. This time West took Ms
ace, and having observed East's
high-low, led hig last elub. East
ruffed with the spade six and,
with no safe exit, laid down the
spade king.

Muggs and Skeeter

Tilly The Toiler

South should have let Bast hold
the trick with the spade king. I
he oould seturn another spade,
well and good—the entire suit
would now be aceounted for, and
declarer oould take the rest by
discarding & heart from ‘dummy
on one of his own elubs, }f Bast
could not (as was actually the
case), lead another spade, he
would have to lead a heart to the
North-8outh combined tenace, or
a diamond that wewld give Squth
a triek,

CONTRACT BRIDGE

By Josephine Culbertson

VERY BAD BIDDING

THE EAST-WEST bidding in
the hand delow was inconsighent
and foolhardy.,

Bast deailor.
Both sides wlncrable.
47152
Y183
$J1086¢
»JI10
HKISS 4943
oQs¢ Vo2
QAKIS |W E| Q9
64 8 4!‘(:)81
HAQM0
WAKIT6
®52
*AO2

The hand occurred in & match.
point duplicate, and at most tables
South opened with.one heart and
Waest overcalled with a spade or
made a takeout double. In all of
these cases South finally landed
the contract at two hearts and
won just eight tricks in the play,
scoring 110 peints.

At the table in reference, now.
ever, the auction took quite a difs
ferent turn, as follows:

East 8outh West  North
Pass 19 Pass Pass
24 Dble. Pass 2¢
Pass Pass  Dble.(!) Pass
Pess  Pase )

West was the chief culpsit in
this effair, but his pastner was
not free of guilt. Bast's wuinera-
ble peopéning bid of two clubs
was certainly questionsble, 4o put
it mildly, Feve, North had shown
weakness by falling to hold the
bidding open, but East had mo
right to assume that his partner
had made & trap pess.

As for West, his tmat.pound
pass was Hl-advised 40 begin with
~he should have doubled ene
heart or overcalied with one spade
~-and his penaity double of two
hearts was inexcusable. Surely,
he eould not enpect Lo make every
honor in his ewn hand, and #
was extremely oplimistic o look
to East for more than one trick,
eonsidering his original pass.

The double gave North-Seuth &

olear top on the board,
opened the diamond
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