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The Causeway Again

That staunch Liberal organ, the
Winnipeg Free Press, finds every
reason why the electors should turn
out the Diefenbaker Government,
lock, stock and barrel, and install an
administration more devoted to the
public weal, under Mr. Pearson.
This is understandable, since the
Free Press has been preaching the
same gospel now for a long time.
We were intrigued, however, by its
latest comment on the subject, in
which it stressed that what the
eountry needs least of all is a repeti-
tlon of the brazen competitive bid-
ding in which all political parties
have indulged in recent campaigns.
Such brazen bidding, it says, is
“typified by Mr. Diefenbaker’s last-
minute undertaking on Tuesday to
build the Prince Edward Island
causeway at a cost of $105 millions.”

Certainly the Prim e Minister's
causeway pledge, linked as it was
to the announcement of the elect-
fon date, could hardly be said to be
witheut its political implications.
We would prefer to have had it
come at some other time, ourselves,
since the economie justification for
the project is the strongest argu-
ment in its favor. However, political
timing in the announcement of big
governmental undertakings has been
the rule rather than the exception
under both party administrations,
and does not in itself constitute
# bidding for votes in the derogatory
sense implied.

Mr. Pearson would appear to be
of the same opinion, for he has been
quoted by his local supporters as
pledging the Liberal Party, not only
to the causeway’s construction, but
to immediate construction of an-
other big icebreaking carferry for
the Borden Tormentine route in the
event of his party being elected to
power. What will our Winnipeg con-
temporary have to say to this?
“Brazen bidding”, or sound political
policy ?

We trust that when the Free
Press gets round to the subject
again, it will point out that this ie
not & matter of political bribery
at all but of remedying a serious
problem affecting this Province
and the whole Maritime area.
The engineering surveys have
now reached a stage where a firm
assurance can be given with regard
to the causeway, and both the major
perties stand committed unreser-
vedly. That is the situation. To im-
pugn their motives is to ignore the
fact that they both gave prior
pledges as to their intentions if the

Patronage Abuses
“To what extent are Canadian

campaign? What favors—ijobs,
k onors, commissions, contracts—
will they be expected to hand out to
their supporters, if elected?” These
are raised by a writer in
and Mail, and the
are, on the whole,
there is less
eystem operat-
there was in years
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mriuence (patronage) we believe
may be traced nearly all that de-
mands change.” Since then, and par-
ticularly during the past twenty-
five vears, the growth of civil ser-
vice legislation and the merit sys-
tem of appointment have gradually
eliminated the worst abuses of pat-
ronage.

But political payoffs are still the
rule when it comes to jobs and ap-
pointments that fall outside the
civil service and that have tradition-
ally been within the gift of the gov-
ernment of the day. These include
appointments to the Senate (the
Prime Minister’'s personal patron-
age), the judiciary, and numerous
boards and commissions; legal and
medical appointments; and the hir-
ing of such experts as architects and
engineers. On a different level, about
20,000 so-called prevailing-rate jobs
employing unskilled labor are exempt
from the civil service. These are
filled by the treasury board of the
government, often on the recom-
mendation of members of Parlia-
ment on the Government side.

Hiring government staffs by
means of competitive examinations
would appear to be the fairest and
most efficient system, though in
practice it has not always turned
up the best men. The bitterest op-
ponents of this system, of course,
are the old guard of party supporters
who have always relied on their
party to eonduct a purge of govern-
ment workers after taking office.
The present government at Ottawa
has been taken to task by Conser-
vative Party heelers for its failure
to turn out Liberal jobholders at
the constituency level. Incidentally,
it is noted that Mr. R. B. Bryce, who
was secretary of the cabinet when
the Liberals were in power, holds
the same position today with the
Conservatives.

This is a far cry from that day
in April, 1930, when Prime Minister
MacKenzie King was goaded into
making the bluntest defense of
political patronage ever heard in the
House of Commons. The debate was
on the question of federal assistance
to the provinces to help them meet
the need for unemployment assist-
ance. Noting that in all but two of
the provinces (Quebee and Prirce
Edward Island) there were Conser-
vative or Progressive governments,
Mr. King said he might go to cer-
lengths in helping Western
provinces that had Progressive
premiers, but he wouldn’t give five
cents to any Tory government.

To the cries of “Shame!” from
Conservative benches, the Prime
Minister went on : “What is there
to be ashamed of? May I repeat
what I have said? With respect to
giving moneys out of the federal
treasury to any Tory government
In this country, for these alleged
unemployment purposes, with these
governments situated as they are
today with policies diametrically op-
posed to this Government, I would
not give them a five-cent piece.”

Those words cost Mackenzie
King the general election that vear
and caused him to watch his tongue,
in the Commons and elsewhere, for-
ever afterwards.

EDITORIAL NOTES

All unions in Canada are being
asked to join the NDP. As the
Ottawa Journal points out, the un-
ions may join the party but only the
union members can vote.

. - -

The trouble with an election in
June, complains the Ottawa Citizen,
s that whoever wins will have to
call another election, and perhaps
lose office, just before the climax
of the centennial celebration—July
1, 1967. “It’s problems such as
these,” it adds, “that makes a
politician’s life no bed of roses.”
If that's the worst of their worries,
they are more fortunate than most
of us in grappling with life's un-
certainties.
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THE PIPES OF SPRING

OTTAWA REPORT by

Patrick Nicholson

Betting On The Ballot Papers '

The bets are on. |

ering - by - railroad, the most

ner— cost not to exceed $100—

With the election campaign | authoritative predictions were | in a restaurant of the winner’s

opening in earnest, many peo-
ple on Parliament Hill have',
laid their cash o
add spice to the :rosses on the |
ballot papers. Buc a strong un- |
dercurrent of belief in a Con- |
servative victory has led many |
plungers of other parties to
temper their hopes with finan-
cial caution.

In the olden days of electione- [

PUBLIC FORUM |

This coiumn is open to the discussion |
by correspondents of questions of o
fterest. The Guardian does not veces
sarily endorse the opinion of corres
pondents. All letters published are «ub
Ject to editing and condensation whaere
necessary. The Guardian is unable tr
enter into any correspondence regard-
ing letters submitted.

UK. POTATO MARKET

Sir,— Through the medium of |
your paper I would like to add
my views on potato marketing |
in Britain, Two years ago I |
spent six months in the U.K. |

The British market for pota- |
toes is a huge one. The consum-
er having been supplied with a
good quality product at a reas- |
onable price has continued to |
consume potatoes unprocessed |
amounting to slightly over 200
pounds per person per year. The
British Marketing Board, hav- |
ing the full backing of the gov- |
ernment has been instrumental |
in maintaining reasonably
stable prices to the farmer as
well as the consumer.

After the war huge surpluses
forced a certain amount of regi- |
mentation on the grower to cut
down on the acreage to a reas-
onable level. This has been ac- |
complished, but in almost every |
year since the war potatoes
have been grown in surplus and
these surpluses have been di- |
verted to processing plants and

-+

the British Market. The early
potatoes come from the Medi-
terranean area, Greece,
Spain, Israel, Algeria and Cyp-
rus. Also the biggest
tors for the home market are
Belgium, Holl and, Denmark,
France, West Germany,
All these potatoes
N;m
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the line to | O

| Liberals 130; CCF-NDP 20 and

| gather daily. There are always

| party’s chances at the polls. In

| hrey, believes that the Diefen-

to be seen in the betting of the
journalists’ pool among those
vers traveling with the
Party leaders. If there is to be
an air-age pool, it has not yet
opened; nor has the Ottawa
Press Gallery pool.

But one seasoned and staunch
Liberal supporter here has of-
fered his prediction that the re-
sult will be Conservatives 107;

Socreds 8. On the other hand,
another election - hardened
journalist here has plumped for
Liberals 82: Conservatives 169;
CCF-NDP 11 and Socreds 3.

TORY MONEY EAGER

The election sentiment in Ot-
tawa is perhaps best summed
up by the coyness of wealthy
Liberals in the leading men's
club here, where politicians, dip-
lomats, judges and businessmen

many plungers there ready to
stake their folding money on
sweepstakes on British horse -
races. But Conservatives say
they have found it hard to coax
any Liberals to back their

fact, the usual even-money of-

fer was modified to odds of two-

to-one, with still no takers; and |
not until the Liberals were of-

fered odds of three-to-one could

one Tory get a bet.

Judy LaMarsh, Liberal M.P.
from Niagara Falls, has been
backing her optimism with size-
able bets. She was the only per-
son to come forward when $1,000
was wagered on the Conserva-
tives, and she covered $100 of
this. And she laid out a similar
sum in an interesting bet with
an American Senator. Minne-
sota’s Democrat, Hubert Hump-

baker government will be re-
elected, he backed his choice
against Judy LaMarsh, The los-
er is to buy the winner a din-

choice anywhere in North
America.

FANCY BETS OUT WEST

Maybeit's the gold - rush
gambling spirit still living; but
the most unusual bets are made
in the west.

In Alberta, a Liberal has
made a bet that his party will
win at least one seat in that
province; in 1958 Conservatives
swept all seventeen. A Conser-
vative there has bet that every
CCF-NDP candidate in the pro-
vince will lose his deposit, by
failing to pull at least half as
many votes as the winner.

Liberal money in Saskatche-
wan is betting that the Conser-
vatives will not win more than
10 seats there; at dissolution,
they held 16 seats, the sole non-
Tory winner in 1958 having been
Hazen Argue running then as a
CCF candidate. That bet was
eagerly snapped up by a Conser-
vative supporter who d
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Lesions

persons who are as cool as a
cucumber as well as in men
and women who have so little
intelligence it is doubtful
whether they can become emo-

| danger of malignancy.

tionally disturbed.

Some day we will under-
stand more fully what the skin
is trying to tell us.

(Dr. Van Dellen will answer
questions on medical topics if
stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope accompanies request.)

SWOLLEN THYROID
H. C. C. writes: I have a
sv.elling of the thyroid 1'2 inch-
es long and % inch out. My doe-
tor is watching it. Is there any

REPLY
Yes, but it is remote when
the entire gland is enlarged.
The chance of cancer is greater
when a tumor or growth pro-
trudes from the gland.

OUR YESTERDAYS

From the Guardian Files

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO
(April 24, 1937)

In accordance with his own

wish, the remains of Rev. Mar-

a ‘“lead-pipe cinch”.

Two well known Quebec Sena-
tors, of ‘‘Rouge” and ‘‘Bleu”
persuasion respectively, habit-
ually make one of Ottawa's lar-
gest straight bets — of $1,000 a
side, as to which of their par-
ties will form the government
after the election. But up to now

the Liberal has withheld his
customary bet.
Liberal stalwart Paul Martin

Jokingly offered two - to - one
against the Conservatives, whil-
st having his hair cut in the
parliamentary barber shop. But
he is not a betting man, and
when asked to back his fancy
he volunteered just ten cents as
his stake.

But the numbers game is still
Ottawa’s favourite; and present
thinking was accurately sum-
med up by a prominent Liberal

Foreign Capital Issue

It would be difficult even to

course say they have nothing to
hide. The facts remains that it
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tin F. Moh formerly of
Charlottetown, P.E.I, were in-
terred in the cemetery at Am-
herst, Magdalen Islands, among
the people whom he loved. Ac-
companying the remains to the
Magdalene’s were the following
clergy: Rev. G.P. Monaghan,
Rev. 1. Curran, Rev. R.J. Mac-
Donald, Rev. J.C. MacDonald,
Rev. J.J. Rooney, Rev. A. L.
Smith, Rev. R.F. MacDonald,
Rev. V. Morrison, Rev. C.J. Me-
Carthy, Rev. J.B. Croken, Rev.
EJ. Clinton and Rev. Patrick
McMahon.

The Rotarians held a purely
business meeting yesterday with
past president, P.W. Clarkin, in
the chair. There were no guests,
President J.M. Murley an-
nounced that at next meeting
the officers for the year would
be elected.

TEN YEARS AGO
(April 24, 1952)

Mrs. W.J. Phillips, Alberton,
left last week for Halifax from
where she will sail on Saturday
to spend some time with her
husband’s family in Wales. Her

rising power
and a weakening of the control
of the whites.

In this artificial situation what
ought to be a maturing, a com-
ing of age of the African popu-
lation, is drained of its humane
value and twisted into a kind of

likely it would ensure that a ma-
jority of the settlers would have
to leave.

eome.
The responsibility for averting
a clash rests chiefly on the set-
tlers because they hold power,
and with power goes responsib-
ility. They would win the ute
most respect if they could bring
themselves to act on their
P ble long-term
not on the inexorable conflict of
short-term interest.

Employment Opportunities

Civil Service of

PATHOLOGIST, certification in Pathology, Pathology-Bactes~
Mn‘ﬂhﬁoﬂ?a!hakmbylheﬂoyal@ﬂegeof?hysp
jans and Surgeons of Canada or equivalent Specialist
recognition, Veterans Affairs, London, Ont. $13,300-§14,200.
Circuiar 62-482.

HEAD, EDITORIAL AND INFORMATION DIVISION, with
lm;ny years of experience in information and publicity
fields, Northern Affairs and National Resources, Ottawa.
$9940-$11,200. Circular 62-1961.

*EMERGENCY WELFARE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
experienced in planning and admi ring welfare pro-
grammes, National Health and Weifare, present vacancy
Toronto, Oni, $7920-$9300. Competition 62-484. i

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS SPECIALIST, professionally
qualified Engineer, for research and laboratory investiga-
tions on minerals, rocks and their primary products as used
by the construction industry, Mines and Technical Surveys,
Ottawa. Up to $7140. Circular 62-1251.

PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEER, to provide consulting services
to Government Departments and Agencies on of
water supply, ge di | and envir | sanita-
tion, National Health and Welfare, Edmonton, Alta. Up te
$8400, depending on qualifications. Circular 62-1251.

*NORTHERN INDUSTRIAL DESIGN OFFICER, with a numbar

of years of related experience, to be Branch

on i design, Northern Affairs and National Re-

sources, Ottawa. $6840-$7860. Competition 62-311.
*TRAVELLING AUDITOR, certified membership

written ination in a r pr | u ot

ing or i or ity graduati in

busi or fi plus diversified profes-

sions’ experience, Transport, Ottawa. $6660-$7680. Comse

petition 62-236,
SOCIAL WORKERS, Bachelor’s degree in Social Work and four
of &

Circular 62-2066.
*WORKSHOP SUPERVISOR, with a number of years of ox-
related to a variety of trades, to be responsible for

National
$5460-96180, plus isolation allowance. Competition A
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, Bachelor's degree in Social
Work and two years of related experience, or Master's
degree in Social Work and one year experience, Veterans
London, Ont. and Calgary, Alta. $5160-

$5680,
*PROCESSING EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN, for complex tech
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