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Dear Sir:

I read with interest K.J.Mc
Neill's article on enrollment
in the September 25 Cadre, but
I disagree with Mr. McNeill's
interpretation of the diminish-
ing student body and its impli—
cations.

In my judgement a heavy decllne
in full time enrollment from the
peak reached in 1971 was inevit-
able, and it came as no shock to
me.

There are several reasons for it.
First and foremost is the dep-
ressing white collar employment
situation in Canada. Its impact
on university students hit the
Maritimes with full force two
or three years after it had
surfaced in the rest of Canada
and the U.S.A. With Ph.D's hav-
ing to take temporary jobs as
taxi drivers and short order
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cooks, and owners of Master's
and Bachelor's degrees being
turned away by employers as
"overeducated", the economic
value of a university degree
has depreciated.

A second reason for our fall—
ing enrollment is the fading
novelty of U.P.E.I. Any new
college or university is like-
ly during its early years to
have a growing student body,
one larger than an established
institution would normally have.
High hopes and ambitious - plans
create a euphoria certain to be
deflated as the harsh realities.
of university polities clash and
grind. Bright young men are att-
racted to the faculty of a new
school. Their ideals blunted and
their schemes suppressed, they
soon drift away, leaving behind
disenchanted colleagues and stu-
dents who pass the word that the
experiment is a failure. This has
happened here, as those associat-
ed with UPEI since 1969 will tes-
o 5 7 2 .

Many people on the Island have
never forgiven the provincial
government for destroying the old
religious colleges, and they have
made UPEI the scaocegoat. Many fam-
ilies refuse to send their sons
and daughters to the consolidated
university if they can afford to
send them to a mainland institut-
ion. During its first three years,
most students who had started
university at P.W.C. or S.D.U.
chose to continue at U,P.E.I., but

in numerous instances their broth-

ers and sisters are not coming
here. It is my impression that the
middle class Protestant families
who once patronized Prince of
Wales College were the most offen-
ded by the amalgamation and re-
main irreconcilably bitter. But
many Catholic families also dis-
patch their offspring to St.F.X.
and other R.C. schools across the
Strait.
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